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BEARD - JACOBSON - INGAMELLS

Ed Beard’s Chair

Ed. note: This history and genealogical
information on the Beard, Jacobson and
Ingamells families is featured in con-
nection with the acquisition of the shoe-
shine chair of Ed Beard's, given to the
Lompoc Valley Historical Society by
Walter Spanne, who acquired it many years
ago, and is being restored by Walter
Manfrina with help from Neal Westrope and
Joe Avila. The old ice-cream parlor style
chair and an exhibit of Ed Beard's art
work will be on display at the Fabing-
McKay—-Spanne Home in Lompoc over Pioneer
Weekend, September 4 & 5, 1982, Many

of the photographs in this issue are
loaned by Viclet Stradiotto and Ina Smart.

ED BEARD

Edwin Stevenson Beard

1886 - 1957
by Violet Stradiotto
Edited by Myra Manfrina

Edwin Stevenson Beard was born to Sarah
Elizabeth (Stevenson) and Marston Creene
Beard on August 20, 1886, at their home
in Lompoc near the Santa Ynez River,
located just north of the intersection
of West Central Avenue and "V" Street.
The crossing at the river at that time
was called "Beard Crossing."

ED'S FATHER

MARSTON
GREEN
BEARD

TAKEN 1920

In Cass County, I11., in 1871, Sarah

and Marston married. Their arrival in
Lompoc was not until 12 years later, in
1883. They came West to Snohomish County,
Washington State, where they lived for
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Street, later occupied by the "Owl Cafe".
His taffy machine was placed near the
front window for customers and passers
by to observe and possibly whet their
sweet tooth. His March 13, 1925 ad-
vertisement in the Lompoc Record: Wainut
Taffy, Creamy Fudges, Brittle and Assor-
ted Hard Candy and Home-Made Horehound
Candy.

Across the street from his store was
Ralph and Lizzie Davidson's candy store,
and they received more business because
the kids stopped there to get candy on
their way to the show, Walt Spanne re-
members., which was in the 0ld Opera House
on the corner of H and Cypress.

He was also a poet ~ on the back of his
shoe stand was a placard:

"There was a young geezer named Ed

He had a vacancy up in his head

All that he knew was to polish the shoe
And for that he was surely the kid."

Also on the back of the wooden chair was
a pencil sketch he had done of Fermando
Librado, sometimes called Juan Fernando,
an old Indian said to be the last of the
area's mission Indians. Whenever Juan
came to town he and Ed would have a
jabbering session about the drawing, part
in English and part in Spanish.

Another talent was painting, and carica-
ture drawings, even writing poetry and
doing sketches for the Lompoc Record at
times. Written in the record in 1934:
"Wielding a brush with skill no one, even
himself, knew he possessed, Ed Beard,
local sign writer and painter, demonstra-
ted his prowess as a painter of murals
when he created a scene of Mission La
Purisima Concepcion on the rear wall of
the little stage in the music room at

at the Lompoc Elementary School" -~ (base-
ment of the old Industrial Building).
"Using merely a postcard view of the
mission as it appeared a generation ago,
he painted the scene 12 feet long and 8
feet high depicting the ancient edifice
in its pleasant setting in Mission Canyon,
with the spring house and other supple~
mentary structures in approximately the
places they occupied before their dis-—
solution by time and the elements. He
completed the assigmment in 4 days as a
CWA project. It was declared a real
credit to Mr. Beard and to the schocl."”

Unfortunately this mural was destroyed
with the demolition of the school and

we have never found a photograph of it.

Of his painting ability, his sister
Carrie Belle said that he did so well
when he was in grammar school that he
was sent to the upper grades to demon-
strate drawing.

Many a budding young artist was inspired
as he stood on the street and watched in
awe as Ed rested his hand on his arm and
drew with tiny brushes, the finely etched
lines that developed into signs on many
local shop windows. He also painted

pictures of landscapes as well as portraits.

Ed Beard liked pecple - all races - so it
was natural he would have an interest in
painting a portrait of an old Ind ian who
had been very active in the area as a
shepherd and cook, Fernando Librado.

He painted another mural on the east wall
of the children's section of the old
library (now Lompoc Museum) on South H
Street and Cypress. A friend said she
was saddened to go the library one day
and see the entire wall had been covered
with white paint.

He knew the names of all the school-
children who passed his stand or shop,
and could address them accordingly. His
niece, Ina Jacobson Smart, remembers
being entertained by his wiggling his
ears. Another remembers his hand sha-
dows.

In 1932 Harry Godet furnished scaffolds
and other necessary equipment for Ed to
paint bill board advertising along the
highway. These signs advertised differ-

ent Lompoc stores. Harry would take Ed
and all the equipment to the site, help
him set up the equipment, and would some-
times even help him paint, rather than
just sit and wait in the vehicle. One
of these signs was located in Las Cruces
at the Lompoc turn—off, and another at
Sweeney Road. Harry tried to get Ed to
paint houses, which was Harry's occupa-
tion, but Ed said it was too dangerous
with his balancing on one leg on scaf-
folding while using sweeping strokes
with a large brush,

One of Ed's many friends was Juan Flores,
also a sign painter as well as house
painter in Lompoc for many years. He
recalls Ed as being self-taught as a sign
painter, and one of the books from which
he learned was copyrighted in 1904, con-
taining many alphabets and other infor-
mation which gave him the techniques he
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a short time. When they finally got to
Lompoc their family consisted of the two
of them and Carrie Belle, age 10, Nellie
George, age 7, Mary Elizabeth, called
Marie, age 5 and Floy Madeline, who was
but a baby.

Sarah died in 1892 when Ed was 5 years
old. Marston went back to Washington
in 1898 and died there in 1922, Carrie
Belle, who was age 19 when her mother
died, - sister Floy died that same year,
1892, at age 9 - helped her father with
the remaining children, Nellie, age 16,
Mary Elizabeth, age 14 and young Edwin.
The girls were probably on their own,
at least Carrie Belle was married, when
Marston left for Washington again. So
young Edwin visited between Lompoc and

Anacortes, Washington, spending time with
his sisters and then with his father.

On one of the visits, while in his teens,
Marston wanted Ed to plant a garden and
Ed didn't want to do it, so, the story
goes that he left, to see the world! He
was hitching a ride on a passenger train
going through Montana and the train had
stopped too long to suit Ed, so he deci-
ded to look out and see what happened.

He was riding between the cars, and
leaned out, balancing with his leg raised
up and touching the vestibule. The train
started and the vestibule came together
and his leg was crushed in between. He
fell to the ground and it was some time
before he was taken to a hospital. Some-
one came along and gave him whiskey, which
eased the pain. At the hospital he wanted
the doctors to amputate his leg, which at
that time would have been below the knee,
but they wanted to save it if possible.
Gangrene set in and the leg had tc be am—
putated above the knee.

CORNER H AND OCEAN A

Ed didn't let his tragedy get him down,
nor did it keep him from being ambitiou
With his crutch to replace his lost leg
he kept busy and self-supporting with
his several talents, and became well
known wherever he went, as a very in—
genious person, and somewhat of a comic

He returned to Lompoc in 1908. He had
a popcorn and peanut stand on the nortt
west corner of Ocean and H Street, near
the Bank of Lompoc. A passing child
would often receive a free sack of pop-
corn or peanuts. He also had a shoe
shine stand, that Veda Perkins remember
in front of Pete Poulsen's Tobacco, Car
and Card Room. The men played cribbage
in the card room. This first stand was
an icecream parlor type chair, only
taller, with a footstand and trays for
the polishes. This is the one the
Historical Society has in its possessio

MOST LOMPOC OLDTIMERS REMEMBER THIS

TWO-CUSTOMER SHOESTAND IN FRONT OF
THE BARBERSHOP ON WEST OCEAN AVENUE

Another shoe shine chair that he had wi
a wooden one that seated two customers
at once — see photo. Other sites for
this stand were one in front of the
Commercial Hotel, mear the Bank of Lomj
where Ed was in charge of sweeping the

floor and cleaning the tubs which the
hotel provided for public baths, and
yvet another location at the Hotel
Arthur and in front of Watts & Laubly,
both on the west side of South H Stree!
At these latter locatiomns he also sold
his hand-painted clam shells. Oscar
Fabing recalled Ed's adeptness with hi:
crutch, which was then a novelty in the
then very small town of Lompoc.

Around 1925 he had a candy store on th
east side of the 100 block of South H
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home being where the V-Cab now has its
headquarters (near east end of the 100
block of East Ocean Avenue, south side).
Mr. Dewing conducted a barber shop and
miniature machine shop where he excelled
in the making of Spanish bits and spurs -
silver mounted - and other ingenious

products in metal. Riders were not pro-
perly outfitted unless they had a silver
mounted bit or silver mounted spurs pro-
duced by Lon Dewing. Sack sewers on
threshers would have none other than
Dewing's sack needle, his own invention.
Lon would fashion the steel in his
little forge and finish it in a small
lathe, then patiently beat the silver he
had patterned into steel. He was the
town's only engraver.

"Afternoons and evenings Dewing's shop
was a social center where chess fanciers
gathered in friendly combat, and others
came to kibitz."

His ad read in the paper: "Pioneer
Barber Shop, Ocean Avenue. Also a first
class gun shop adjoining. All manner

of repairing. A. Dewing".

In 1899: Lompoc Record ~ "Some old wooden
buildings faced west on South H Street
(Dunlap site today). Charlie Rios had
his barbershop in one of them. Alonzo
Dewing was his only competitor. He had

a barbershop and bicycle repair and

gun repair shop" (around the corner and
east on Ocean. Bill Leu's feed store
occupied the site in later years).

Lon married Nellie Ivory, daughter of
Henry and Ruth Alma Ivory, who also
arrived in Lompoc in 1878. Henry was
a gold prospector and blacksmith and
Ruth Alma was a schoolteacher.

Alonzo and Nellie had five children:
Raymond W., Myrtle Abbott, Henry, Clara
and Hazel (the latter Mrs. E.M. Faddis,
of Santa Barbara, who, with her daughter
Blanche Mukherjee, has given the Lompoc
Valley Historical Society Dewing memor-
abilia.)

March 26, 1887.

Of Henry "Huck" Dewing, Ronald Adam
wrote: "Huck was Lompoc's pioneer
aviator — he built the first parachute
with which the Briggs boy {(photo-
grapher's son) jumped off Sloans barn
(near corner of Hickory and H Street.)
and broke his arm! Ronald and Huck
conducted the first private telephone
and telegraph system in Lompoc — line
extended across Ocean Avenue from
Dewing's shop to the old Lompoc Journal
office, and a branch line constructed
for two blocks east on Ocean, but never
finished!"

Lon Dewing, along with his gunsmithy and
barbershop conducted a bicycle repair shop
in the same building.

The family moved to Santa Barbara in 1906.
There Huck Dewing was a court reporter for
many years.

Marston Green Beard

During the Civil War Marston Beard
moved from Cass Co., Ill., to Missouri
where he was drafted to accompany Con-
federate General Price, participating
in the Battle of Pea Ridge. He es-
caped from General Price's command and
was picked up by the famous outlaw
Quantrell, and was forced to ride with
them three days before he could escape
the band. He took to the plains, head-
ing West over the Pony Express route to
California where he joined his sister
Elizabeth Dewing in morthern California.

Later he went by boat from San Francisco
to Panama, across the Isthmus and on to
New York City and back to Cass County,
I11., these travels in all taking nine
years.

A few years after marriage to Sarah
Stevenson the family moved to the red-
woods of California, and then to Sno-
homish County, Washington, where her
family, the Stevensons, were living. It
was in 1883 they moved to Lompoc, pro-
bably because Marston's sister Elizabeth
Dewing was here, and also because of
Sarah's poor health.

Their oldest daughter Carrie Belle Beard
married Charles Axel Edward Jacobson,
and it is their decentants who are living

in Lompoc today.
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mastered in his lettering. When Ed quit
painting as a livelihood he gave these
books to Juan as a gift, in appreciation
of their friendship.

He was quite a linguist and knew a smid-
gen of the Siwash Indian language (Wash—-
ington State Indians), also Swiss, which
he spoke with some of his Lompoc Swiss
friends. He bought a Spanish book so
that he could learn to speak with his
Spanish friends. To enlarge his voca-
bulary he worked crossword puzzles.

To round out his artistic talent, he
bought himself a book and learned to
play the violin!

Ed had a Model A truck with an enclosed
box on back where he carried his painting
supplies and advertising boards for the
signs. He converted this to a 'camper”
for the trips he took in later years,
which may have been one of the first
"camper' cars in Lompoc. He never
married and enjoyed his "golden years"
visiting the many friemds, and relatives,
he had made during his lifetime. He died
January 26, 1957 in Santa Barbara, at

age 70, and is buried in the Beard plot
in Lompoc Evergreen Cemetery, purchased
in 1892 by his father, Marston G. Beard.

Here is one of his poems:

Some folks use horse for chow,

I'1l steak my choice on cow,
and if I ever get a holt

of any cooked colt,
I'l1l prefer it not rare,

be it stallion or mare,
Let's divide it in half -

You take colt, and me, calf.
Now, if I were to dine

with an old friend of mine,
1 surely would feel very silly,

If, after I ate,
I found that my plate

Had been filled,
not with heifer, but filly.

BEARD - JACOBSON - INGAMELLS

Researched by
Violet Ingamells Stradiotto
and
Myra Manfrina

Compiled and edited by Myra Manfrina

Marston Green Beard was the son of
Wilson and Nancy Jane Douglass Beard,
both natives of Kentucky. After the
family moved to Cass County, Ill., Wil-
son Beard left his wife and seven of
their children in that home, and taking
their eldest son James with him, father
and son struck out for the Gold Rush in
California in 1849. The last that was
ever heard of them they were on their
way to 01d Mexico in a wagon, after
leaving California.

Of the seven remaining childrem, two
came to Lompoc: Marston and Elizabeth.

Elizabeth Beard, born in 1835, in
I1linois, married to Thomas Blasland
Dewing in 1854, He died 20 years later,
leaving her with two almost grown sons,
Alonzo and Thomas. She married Thomas
Davis and they were in Lompoc by 1878.
Thomas was listed in the 1882 Great
Register of Santa Barbara County as
being age 38 and was a laborer. The
Lompoc Record in 1882 reported that the
Dewing brothers had their gumsmith and
barbershop ready for occupancy.

Dewing

ALONZO DEWING

MRS. ALONZO DEWING

Long-time Lompoc Record owner and editor
Ronald Adam wrote in 1950 recollections
of Alonzo "Lon'" Dewing: "Alonzo was the

town's genius, his place of business and



around for days'". (This was done all as
a part of the family livelihood, as skins
brought a good price in those days.)

"Every summer Charles Jacobson would hire
a man to take his wagon and team loaded
with the Jacobson family and their camp-
ing gear to the ocean to camp for three
weeks. (Most of the times it was at the
01ld Landing or Jalama, via Miguelito
Canyon and the Sudden ranch.)"

"Every fall Jacobson and a friend would
go hunting for deer and for wild honey
from the bee caves and hollow trees.
They usually came home with a washtub
of honey and lots of wild blackberries
and huckleberries. Other times they
would fish for the trout and steelhead
that were plentiful in the Santa Ynez
river, and hunt for the ample supply of
wild rabbits and quail that were in the
hills and on the mesa lands."

Carrie Belle and Charles Jacobson divor-—
ced in Lompoc in 1920. He moved to San
Francisco after a few years, and died
there in 1937. Carrie made her living
as a cook at various ranches and homes
and also did housekeeping. One of the
more interesting cooking jobs - a lot

of them were for threshing crews in their
cookwagons - was at Marshallia when the
Marshall family owned it. She was also
a mid-wife, delivering several Lompoc
babies.

In 1935 Carrie married William Launer,
known as "Willie" and "Billy". They
spent twenty happy years together until
her death in 1955. He died two years
later.

ol E
CARRIE BELILE BEARD JACOBSON
AND SECOND HUSBAND, WILLIE LAUNER

Willie Launer was born in 1872 in
Monterey Co., Ca., and came to Lompoc

as a young man. He farmed and was
foreman for the Sudden Estate for twenty
vears prior to his retirement. As a
youth he worked with his father, Charles,
in gold prospecting operations at Bear
Creek on Lompoc's coastline. (For more
on the Launer family, see Veit story
coming up in a following Legacy).

The Jacobsons had lived in several
Miguelito Canyon locations and in 1915
bought from Pete Ostini the home at

411 South H Street where Carrie lived

for many years and then her daughter
Thelma Wertz made her home there. The
Launers lived on West Maple, in his home
he had moved there from the area of the
present (1982) Lompoc High School.

Willie Launer sold that property to the
United States Govermment in 1942, during
World War II, for part of its Blimp Base.
At that time also they moved the old
Jacobson home from out by Robinson Bridge
to the lots next door at 617 West Maple,
and that house was occupied by her daugh-
ter and family, Ina and Ray Youngblood
and children. Tna and Clark Smart are
living there today.

Ray Youngblood worked at Celite—Johns-
Manville from 1929 to 1937. He then
started work for the City of Lompoc as
their tree surgeon, the only man working
with all the trees in town. In 1959

he became self-employed and did field
and lot cleaning for people with his
tractor equipment and hauling. His
death occurred in 1966. Children of Ina
and Ray Youngblood: Lorraine, born in
1931, married to Gene Charles Sidney
Friis, son of Carl and Hallie Friis;
Donald, born 1933 and died 1964; Nancy
Belle, born in 1936, is Mrs. Robert D.
Staggers; Kenneth, bornm 1939. 1In 1972
Ina Jacobson Youngblood married Clark
Smart and they are retired.

Florence Dorothy Jacobson married first
Harry Wallace Ingamells, of Lompoc.
They married in 1917 and had one daugh-
ter, Violet Geraldine Ingamells, now
Mrs. Victor Stradiotto, of Lompoc, who
has done all this research.

Ingamells

Charlotte Wilhemina and John Ingamells
came to United States from Lincolnshire,
England, in about 1852. Three of their
nine children were born in England and



J FAMILY, 1910
CHARLES AND CARRIE JACOBSON AND CHILDREN:
DOROTHY, HERMAN, HILDA AND THELMA.

TAKEN BEFORE INA WAS BORN.

Jacobson

Charles Jacobson, born September 30,
1869 in Stockholm, Sweden, toock his
stepfather's name. His real name, in
Swedish, was Yalmar Axel Edward Wallien
- his natural father was from Norway
and his mother a native of Lapland.

The youngest of 13 children, he spent
his youth, from age 12, on the sea with
his stepfather, a sea captain.

By the time he was age 21 he had enough
of the sea and its hardships in those
days, so when his ship docked at the
01d Lompoc Landing in 1890 Charles
"jumped ship'". When he arrived here he
was a handsome blue eyed, very blond
young man. In later years his hair
darkened and his moustache was red.

He was a hard working man doing farm
work and cutting wood - could cut a

cord of wood a day. He also worked in
the old lime quarry and the chalk

mines, both up Miguelito Canyon, and in
1912 was nightwatchman and deputy con-—
stable for the City of Lompoc. He work-—
ed on harvesters and was a champion sack
sewer and he raised bees.

This was the young man who courted and
won Carrie Belle Beard. They married
in Lompoc in 1895 and lived in a house
on what is now Highway 246, just north
of Robinson Bridge. Their first child,
Florence Dorothy, was born there. The
other four children who grew up in Lom-
poc were Thelma Josephine, who married
Lon Carlton Wertz; Hilda Madeline,
married to Louis Burton, William Waldon
and then Wilbur Byers; Herman Marston,
whose first wife was Betty Cunha and
second Edith Bock; and Ina Greene Jacob-
son, married first to Relious "Ray"
Youngblood and is now Mrs. Clark Smart
of Lompoc.

There were three other children, twins
who died at birth in 1905 and another
boy who died a month after birth in 1907.

The first born, called Dorothy, was
married to Harry Ingamells and then Carl
Dennis. She related the following child-
hood recollections of her father:

"When I was between ten and twelve, Pa-—
pa had many coyote traps set in Miguelito

Canyon, where we lived. It was my

job each morning and evening to see if
he had caught any animals. He taught
me to get a club and hit the animal
between the eyes to kill it, take it
out of the trap and then reset the trap.
1'd take a piece of sage brush and
brush good over the trap and all around
so the animals couldn't get my scent.
Once I caught a cotton tail rabbit by
all four feet. Papa had a pure white
hunting dog who always went with me.

If I got lazy and would skip omne ridge
of hills "Ponto" would go on alone and
if he found anything in the trap he'd
start howling and 1'd go and get it.

PAfter killing the animals 1'd put them
behind my saddle and take them home.
Papa would skin them and stretch and

dry the skins to sell. The coyote
scalps we would take into town and the
County paid a bounty of two dollars and
fifty cents. After skinning the wild
cats, Papa sometimes would give the
carcass to the Chinese, as they liked
them for food. Some nights my catch
would be as many as three coyotes and
1ots of skunks, weasels and once a
badger. '"Ponto' hated skunks and rattle-
snakes and would shake them both until
there was nothing left. He was bitten
many times by the snakes and would swell
up like a balloon under his chin and lay



the other six were born and raised in
Wisconsin and Socuth Dakota.

The eldest son was George, who, with his
wife, Anna E. Olson, was in Lompoc by
1880, living in the Santa Rita district.
George was naturalized in 1884 in the
Santa Barbara Superior Court, and became
the postmaster of the little village of
Stuart, in the Santa Rita - the post-
office being in his home near the site

of the Santa Rita Schoolhouse and church,
on the old stagecoach trail that went
over the hills to Los Alamos. An 1880
report showed that George had about 70
acres in all, of barley, hay, corn, beans,
wheat, and peas growing on his ranch. He
was also the dogcatcher for the area!

GEORGE INGAMELLS,
ONCE POSTMASTER OF STUART, CA.,
SANTA RITA AREA.

In 1894, in January, their home with all
its contents burned to the ground, caused
by the breaking of a lighted coal oil
tamp. They moved into town and lived in
the old Broughton place and George drove
water wagon in those days. Their close

PAUL INGAMELLS,
SON OF GEORGE. -

friends were the Samuel Dickinsons -
they were also from England. They were
friends too with the Plumm family. Tom
Dickinson, Estella Plumm and Paul Inga-
mells, children of these families, grew
up together. Tom and Stella married and
raised their family in Lompoc. Paul and
Estella renewed their childhood acquaint-
ance again after Tom's death in 1350

and the next year they married, enjoying
eight years of retirement in Lompoc be-
fore Paul Ingamells died in 1959. Stella
has made her home in Lompoc ever since,
and until a few weeks ago when she went
to live with her son Laurence in Los
Angeles, was the oldest native Lompocan
in residence in Lompoc, at age 94,
having been born the 1lth of January,
1888, down near the 0ld Landing Wharf.
(See Legacy No. 10, page 3, for more

on Dickinson and Plumm families).

The Ingamells family material will
be continued in Legacy No. 31.

LOMPOC LEGACY is published quarterly by the
LOMPOC VALLEY HISTORICAL SOCIETY, Inc,
P.0. Box 398, Lompoc, California 93438.

Single COPIES + v v $1.00
Subscription rates:

Historical Society Members ........ $2.00 per year
Non-Members . .....cooeveeevnnocnn $3.00 per year
President .............. Earl W. Calvert, 736-5044
Edited by ............ Vance Newcomb, 736-3031

Lompoc Valley Historical Society, Inc.
P.O. Box 398
Lompoc, CA 93438

Non-Profit Organization
U. S. POSTAGE PAID
Permit No. 16
Lompoc, CA 93436




