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The McCabes -

McCABE FAMILY HISTORY

Stanley W. McCabe, the 1980-1981 Lompoc
Pioneer Society President, is a grandson of
Lompoc pioneers, Henry and Eva (Collar)
McCabe. The Mc¢Cabe family goes back in known

history to a few years after 1800 in New York.

John F. McCabe married Jeanette Peck. Both
were born in New York state. The Peck's came
from Connecticut and Massachusetts of English
stock. The McCabes, according to family
tradition, were "Scotch—Irish' from Northern
Ireland.

The McCabes and Jeanette Peck's brothers,
Orson, Edwin and another brother (who settled
in Santa Cruz, California) moved to Michigan
from New York c. 1840. John and Jeanette's
sons Henry E. McCabe and John Dwight McCabe
were born in Michigan. Henry was born
April 30, 1841 and John was born March 12,
1851. Both are buried in the Lompoc ceme-
tery.

Henry E. McCabe enlisted in the Civil War
in August 1862 with the Michigan Volunteer
Infantry. He served in the battle of the

Wilderness, the Seige of Fredricksburg, Battle

of Coal Harbor and Appomattox Court House.
Henry advanced to rank of Sgt. by wars end.
He was shot but not seriously wounded just

at the close of the war as Lee was retreating.

Henry returned to Michigan after the war.
He married Eva Gertrude Collar in 1870. Eva,
daughter of Abram and Abigail Collar, was
born in Virgennes, Michigan. Shortly after
they were married, Henry and Eva moved to
Santa Cruz, California and from there, they
joined others in the move to the new colony
in Lompoc.

The McCabes lived and worked at the Lompoc
landing when they came here in 1875. Henry
McCabe was the last one off the wharf when

The Second Lompoc High School

it collapsed from pounding of high seas Oct.
19, 1876. He helped rebuild it using pilings
from San Francisco floated ashore near the
heavily damaged wharf. They had a baby girl,
Lottie McCabe, when they lived at the landing.
She was born in June 1876.

The McCabes homesteaded 160 acres at the
head of Santa Lucia Canyon (inland from the
Wharf). Their little girl, Lottie died Janu-
ary, 6, 1878. Their grief was alleviated
somewhat when a son, Harry McCabe was
born April 6, 1979. The following year
Henry had 70 acres under cultivation: 45
wheat, 15 barley and 10 in beans. (See
Legacy No. 6 for more information about
the McCabes).

Their four surviving children were:

Harry Chester McCabe

Born: April 6, 1879, Lompoc

Died: June 5, 1970, Lompoc
Married: December 7, 1904, Lompoc

He married: Leella McAdam
Born: October 11, 1885, Clay Center, Kan.
Died: April 5, 1978, Lompoc

Carl McCabe

Born: September 13, 1884, Lompoc
Died: September 17, 1960, Lompoc
Married: July 27, 1921, Santa Barbara

He married: Hazel Bean
Born: January 24, 1896, Santa Barbara
Died: May 5, 1980, Lompoc

Lena McCabe
Born: September 3, 1887, Lompoc
Married: December 12, 1908, Lompoc

She married: James Weaver Holloway

Born: December 12, 1879, Cat Canyon
Sisquoc, California

Died: September 4, 1963
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on January 5, 1911 They came to Lompoc
to live in a home on South G Street.

" Floyd McCabe farmed a while then went
to work for the Celite Plant in Miguelito

Canyon (which later became Johns-Manville),

Floyd and Mabel's only son, Stanley W.
McCabe was born in 1922,

Back in 1917, Floyd's parents had
built a house on South L Street. When the
father, Henry McCabe, died in 1925, Floyd,
Mabel, and their young son, Stan, moved

into the house on South L to care for Floyd's

aging mother.

In 1924, Floyd McCabe started a new
venture. He founded the McCabe Tire Shop.
And if that were not adventure enough, he
also was elected constable of Lompoc about
that time.
too adventurous in those peaceful years
when no one needed to lock his house and
Halloween pranks were about as serious
as crime ever got. However, prohibition
created the setting for alcohol smuggling

TREASURY DEPARTMENT

uU. $. PROHIBITION SERVICE

LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA
A. P, Rumburg,
Acting Special Agent 513 Grosse Building
in Charge. June 27, 1928.

F.L. McCabe, Constable,
Lompoc,
California.

Dear Mr, McCabe:

Reference is made Lo our recent cenversation in
this office with respect to the advisability of releasing
te you the dory which was seized in connection with the
smuggling activities of R.B. Lewis and othevs near Lompoc
on April 19, 1928.

This matter was discussed with the United States
Attorney, whe advised that he has no authority to release
this dory to any one until such time as it becomes the
property of the United Stakes through forfeiture proceedings.
He takes the position that the title to this boat is still
vested in the original owner, for which reason he does not
believe the govermment is in a position wo sell it ac rhis
time., Tt is understood that he contemplares instituting
forfeiture proceedings against this dory in Che near future.

v

Acting Special Agent in Charge.

Yours very truly,

Floyd and Mabel were married in Los Angeles

Being constable of Lompoc wasn't

at Purisima Point near the site of the old
Lompoc Landing. On a tip in the middle of
the night, April 19, 1928, Constable McCabe
with assistance from George Noe, aprehended
seven smugglers floating cases of alcohol
ashore north of surf. There were approxi-
mately 500 five gallon cans involved. 200
were destroyed and 300 were hauled in from
the beach as evidence.

The dory being used by the smugglers
was confiscated and later constable McCabe
was able to gain possession for his part
in the arrest. The dory was dubbed "Alki,"
as a reminder of its use by former owners.
The McCabes used it for a fishing boat for
years and finally gave it to the Sea Scouts.

Floyd McCabe ran his tire shop until
ill health caused him to turn it over to
his son, Stan, soon after W W II.

TREASURY DEPARTMENT

V.5 PROHIBITION SERVICE

Los ANGELES, CALIF.
April 23, 1928

OFFICE OF PROMIBITION ADWIMISTRATOR
Bouknean dueiéias Drvfmer of Gavirbemes
o 7 TE OF Amaems

1w nerey neren To Adm: McR
Mr. F.J. McCabe,
Constable,
Lompoc, California

My dear Mr. MeCabe:

I am ¢nclosing for execution by you and Hr. Noe,
two contracts to be signed as indicated and will thank you to
return these to me at your earliest convenience. These contracts
will cover as follows:

Payment to Mr. Noe for the information furnished to
Governmeént by which seven defendants were apprehended
and approximately 200 cases of aleohol destroyed and
300 cases of alcohol brought in as evidence. . . . . . 5100.

Payment to Mr. McCabe for informatien furnished . .%$10G.

Payment to five man of $10 each fer labor oo
heach and recovering alcohol and dory. . - . . . . . . $ 50.

Tayment for truck owned by John Olivar. . . . . . . £ 30.

Fayment for truck transporting alcehol from
beach to Lompoc, Calif. and lompec Co Los Angeles. . .§ 55

Sincerely yours,

f%&a Fe 2
F.R. McRS n

Administrator.



Floyd McCabe

Born: July 21, 1889, Lompoc
Died: April 14, 1961, Lompoc
Married: July 10, 1910, Los Angeles

He married: Mabel Camp

Born: July 19, 1889, Susanville, Calif.
Died: April 3, 1961, Lompoc, Calif.

Stan McCabe, the 56th president of the
Lompoc Pioneer Society, was born in 1922,
four years before the Society was founded.
His father, Floyd McCabe, was the youngest
of Henry and Eva McCabes' children.

Floyd McCabe was reared on the Santa
Lucia Ranch until about the turn of the
century. O0il was discovered in the Puri-
sima Hills and Henry McCabe sold the Santa
Lucia ranch to Pacific 01l Fields, Ltd.
Floyd's older brother, Harry, continued to
farm the home place in Santa Lucia canyon
under agreement with the o0il Co. until 1908.

Besides being on the 'wrong' side of the
river during flood season, Henry and Eva

HENRY MCCABE RANCH IN THE SANTA LUCIA

2

McCabe wanted their children closer to the
high school. They settled into the home
built by Eva's parents, Abram and Abigail
Collar. It was a large white house against
the hill, beside China Creek (Miguelito
Creek) on South M Street.

Floyd McCabe spent most of his teen years
there at the south end of M Street. They
also had farm land on North H Street and
Central Avenue (South of Central Avenue and
East of H Street).

The Lompoc Creamery, on Willow Avenue
near the end of South J Street, required
steam technology, and A, G. Camp was hired
to manage it. Camp had been a steam en-
gineer for lumber operations in Northern
California, His daughter, Mabel Ida Camp,
was born July 19, 1889 in Susanville, Cal-
ifornia when he was operating heavy steam
donkey equipment there.

Mabel Camp lived in Los Angeles where she
had attended business college and then worked
as secretary in the farm produce section of
the city. She met Floyd McCabe during one

of her visits to her father in Lompoc.
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Stan McCabe was reared in Lompoc. For
seven or eight years he lived in upper
Miguelito Canyon. (His father was an eye-
witness of the Harvard shipwreck while
living up there.) During his high school
years, he and "Chiefie" Everett (1979-80
Pioneer Society President) got into "normal”
amounts of mischief.

In those depression years Stan dreamed
of horizons beyond the valley. "opportunity"
came in an adventurous way during W W IT.
Stan joined up and became a Navy fighter
pilot in the Pacific. Actiomn in Air Group
12 from the Carrier Ranmdolph won him the
highest decorations in the group. A Silver
Star and 2 Distinguished Flying Crosses were
awarded him for actions in battles at Iwo
Jima, Okinawa, action over the Inland Sea
of Japan, the first raid of Tokyo after
Doolittles raid and continuous aerial Photo
reconnaissance of Japan.

Stan met Lucy Kimbal when she came to
visit a cousin who was a manager of the lo-
cal J. C. Penney store during the war. The
Kimbals were from Illinois, but at the time,
Lucy's father was in Oakland for Pabco Paint
Co. She returned to Illinois, and not long
after, Stan flew to Glenview, Illinois for

carrier landing practice.
correspondence ensued.

Courtship and
Stan had enough

time in service and battle "points" to re-
turn home to the U.S. for discharge as soon
as the war ended. He and Lucy May "Lou"
Kimbal were married September 1, 1946.

His plans to become an airlines pilot
were put aside when his father needed help
at the tire shop. Floyd McCabe became 11l
and Stan took over "temporarily', however,
Floyd was not able to continue the busi-
ness. Stan bought McCabe's Tire Shop from
his father in 1949.

Tire service for trucks, and tractors
for seed companies and farmers in the val-
ley, and contracts at VAFB have added to
the auto tire trade thru the years. An
evening view of Lompoc from the McCabe's
home on Cambridge Drive attests to the
fact that business has been good.

The McCabes have two daughters and
two grandchildren (at this writing).
Marilyn Janet McCabe was born Jan. 21,
1949. She is a mathematician and works
for Hewlett Packard in Washington. She
is married to Terry Branthwaite. Mar~
jorie Jean McCabe was born Jan. 31, 1950

. and is married to Rex Allen Caldwell.
-, Caldwell is a golf pro.

They live in

ﬂ‘Tallahassee, Fla. and have two children:
i Michael Aaron, born Jan.
Shannon

9, 1977
born Apr. 1, 1979

e

T LY ON THE OCCASION OF MABEL
RECEIVING A 50-YEAR-PIN, ORDER OF EASTERN STAR.
[FLOYD AND MABEL MCCABE BOTH DIED IN 1961 .)
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LOMPOC UNION HIGH SCHOOL
1927 - 1962

Chronology

(Continuing from Legacy
No. 24, pgs. 7-8)

Jan. 25, 1928 :
Dedication Ceremonies of the new
building. It was started in 1927 to replace
the two-story Victorian school building. This
new one had 8 recitation rooms, a study hall
and library, principal's office, girls' rest
room, teachers' rest room, ample halls and
corridors and a basement.
1926
A new Jr. High School had been built. See
next year's Legacy for story). The old Jr.
High quarters are now used for domestic
science rooms and additional classrooms.
1925-1936
Girls started wearing uniforms in 1925 -
white middy blouses, blue tie, and blue
skirt. Wednesday was ''civilian" day.
1932
A new auditorium was built on L Street
between the Jr. Hi and the high school.
Graduation ceremonies were shifted from
the old gym to the auditorium in 1932.
Feb. 28, 1959
A new gymnasium was built, then graduation
was held there due to the large classes.
1962
The High School moved to the new campus on

8
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the old airport site, College, O Street and
Pine Avenue.
Junior High School, and in 1970 the 1928
building along with the sciemnce building
an old (1921) gymnasium were demolished by

The old campus became Lompoc

wrecking ball and bulldozer. The auditorium
became the Lompoc Civic Auditorium and the
campus of the Jr. Hi moved over to South M
Street side, with new buildings.

More will follow in 1982 Legacy. Also see
descriptive high school story by the late
Ethel Horn Smith in Legacy No. 15.
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