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1881 Families «
Centennial Families of Lompoc this year
are those of John and Caroline Hibbits,
Marion and Mary Horn and Byard and Malvina
Davidson. The Horns and Davidsons have been
mentioned and featured in the following Lom-—
poc Legacys: Numbers 6, 9, 11, 12, 13, 15,
18 for Horns, and Numbers 12, 13, 15 and 18
for Davidsons. The following sketch of the
Hibbits family is written by Myra Manfrina.

Hibbits

John Bishop Hibbits, his wife, Caroline,
and two children, Guy and Grace, were enticed
to Lompoc from their Nebraska homestead by
letters from friends who had moved to Lom—
poc, extolling the virtues of the place in
the best Chamber of Commerce style. These
friends were former neighbors from Nebraska,
James and Susan Harris (great grandparents
of Jim Sloan).

We can only speculate that the Harrises
wrote saying the climate here could be good
for Caroline's asthma, and that opportunities
were excellent - and cne of the letters con-
tained a rose picked in the middle of winter,
according to grandson Robert Hibbits, so it
was an immediate decision to leave for this
warmer climate to help Caroline's health.

She did benefit here and was free of her
asthma troubles until 1895 when La Grippe
brought the asthma back and she was miser-
able with it until her death 10 years later
in 1905. :

J.B. Hibbits was in the Union Army before
he was 16 years old, serving 4 years to the
end of the Civil War in the Battles of Bull
Run, Chattanooga and Gettysburg, where he
was wounded, and marched with Sherman through
Georgia to the sea. He returned to his
native Logan County, Ohio and in 1873 at age
28 he married Caroline Rheames in Mt. Victory.

Dr. H.

C. Dimock’s Memories - Cont’d.

They moved to Carleton, Fillmore Co., Nebr.,
where he filed on government land. GCuy and
Grace were born there.

According to stories told to his grandsons,
their Nebraska life was rather dismal: living
in a sod house and burning hard corn for
warmth in winter. In Spring, John Hibbits
plowed up the sod while young Guy followed
in the furrow with a hoe to chop off the
heads of the sleepy rattlesnakes. After
seven years and a few cyclones, those letters
from Lompoc urged them to board the train to
San Francisco and Watsonville, then by stage
to Lompoc, in 1881.

JOHN BISHOP HIBBITS AND WIFE, CARCLINE RHEAMES
AND CHILDREN, GUY AND GRACE

1



id for farming purposes. In 1904 he married
tnie Silsby, a native of Amherst, Maine;

9 was a sister to Mrs. Melville S. XKelliher.
@ Kellihers had come west to Lompoc earlier,
th Dr. Relliher establishing Lompoc's first
spital: The Buena Vista Sanitarium, NW cor-

r of K and Maple. Tt was on a visit to

em that Jennie and Abner Guy Hibbits met.

The Carters sold the ranch to Guy and
ennie in 1905 and retired to a home in Lom—
.oc. The best source of money at that time
.as cream and until the ranch was paid for,
resides farming, Guy milked and separated
:ream from a dozen or more cows. It was
tlways a diversified farm with about 5 acres
>f cherries; watermelons grew well on the

ﬁewly cleared forest land; and, except for
apples, the orchard was a success. Back
(when the Carters had the ranch, Carter having
bought it from Hollister and Adams in 1884,
it was called "the Orchard Home" because

its main crop was Permain and Bellflower
apples. 1In 1904 a Bellflower apple from the
Carter farm won second prize at the St. Louis
Exposition, and prizes were won by other
Lompoc orchardists at that time. Those early
apples were shipped by wagon to the Lompoc
Wharf and by boat to San Francisco market.
Mr. Carter hauled a load of apples in his
spring wagon to Santa Barbara, as a wagon
could travel part of the way by the beach

if the tide was out.

GUY AND JEMNIE HIBBITS WITH CHILDREN:
FORREST, CHARLES AND ROBERT

When Guy Hibbits sold his apples on con-
signment to buyers in San Francisco, the
returns were sometimes minimal, and after
receiving the commission-house payment for
one crop of apples, probably about 1912, Guy
took out 20 acres of apples, leaving only
what could be sold locally. Some of the
trees succumbed to codding moth worms, which
infested all the local orchards. The few
English walnuts did reasonably well and those
trees are today part of what is now an 85
acre walnut grove.

Most of the time the ranch was a one man
operation with help of course from Jennie,
and then from their three boys, Forrest,
Charles and Robert, plus five horses and
later tractors. The ranch needed only har-
vest time help furnished mostly by depend-
able "hobos". They would be classified now
as '"migrant workers". Single men with their
own bed rolls who often slept under the
Robinson Bridge would appear as if by magic
at the right time of year. The ranch had
living quarters - a two room shack where they
lived during the fall harvest season. When
the work was over they migrated south. There
was no retirement or social security and
when they got too old or sick to work they
undoubtedly died without complaint under
some bridge or in some abandoned shack. They
seemed quite content with their lifestyle.
They ate with the family, were clean, very
well mannered and used to play with the
young Hibbits boys by holding them over the

pig pen and threatening to feed them to the
pigs! But they also brought them candy from
town when they came back to the ranch on a
Sunday evening. The Hibbits sons have fond
memories of their "hobo help".

The Santa Ynez River was always a threat
to those who lived on the north or east side.
In February, 1907, when the second Hibbits
son, Charles, was born, the Robinson Bridge
had collapsed in January leaving the east
side isolated. It was a while before they
got the little airboat going on a cable
across the river, and more time still before
horses could be led back and forth to break
a crossing. So when Charles came into the
world only those at the Hibbits' ranchhouse
officiated at his birth. (More on 1907
Flood in Legacy #7, page 7, and Legacy #19,
page 3.)

The flowing Santa Ynez River was a source
of recreation most of the year if there had
been normal rainfall. The steelhead came
upstream during the winter and small trout
lived in the river most of the year. But
1918 was an unusual year - it was so dry
until the last part of February that the
cattle were dying of starvation, just like
they had in 1898. But unlike the former



of Harrig Grade,
the canyop at that tipe,
the familjeg of Harry McCabe
Matt Nichols, William Hogan, Peter Loye and
the Hibbitges who al1] 80L together apg form-
ed a schoo] district, built 4 &chool gpg

hired 5 teacher for their childyen, John B,

Hibbitg Was a trustee for Santa Lucia ip
1892 ¢4 1895,

m, it wag too
d not Cross
The school wag
ced ags fast

ary and g globe, homemade desks at first
Pupilg furnisheq all books ; and bencilsg,
Paper, inx and crayong Were supplieq by ¢
school district,

Guy and Grace finishegd 9th Grade there

bara where he wag deputy Sheriff wipp form
Lompocan, Sheriff Nat Stewart,

Guy took 5 businegg course ang worked f
Several ranchersg ip the valley ang for the

railroad which yag then being buiit south o
Surf,




s - in the Spring. A large ochre colored
ym Was erected on a vacant lot in the cen-
>f town opposite the Opera House.
. mber of Commerce park today). As we
erd into the narrow opening I still re-
, er the feeling of anticipation as we
¢ ed the ticket collector. 1In the after-
I, a dull orange light filtered through
:-lecanvas. There was an odor of crushed
tr3s from underfoot combined with that of
9;e boards of which the seats were construct-
The programs, afternoons and evenings for
de:eek, consisted of lectures, music and occa-
mal plays. i
:5;"1 remember one lecturer, William Jennings

'an, to illustrate some point, said "a

UQua

ack cow could eat green grass, produce over the ranch operations. Art and Sherry
ite milk that could be made into yellow have two children, Brandee and Robert Gregg.
tter'! Another son, Robert W. and his wife Carolyn
Charles added: '"School let out at noon (Eckner) and two children, Betsy and Amy,
i .t a week of Chautauqua. The town fairly live in Lompoc also. Another son, Forrest
eked with culture. Twice daily we were G. Hibbits, lives in La Jolla, Ca., and
1spired by lectures in the manner of William daughter Jolly is in Washington State.

ennings Bryan, and exposed to overweight

opranos and crayon artists., T received a .

lack eye in a fist fight behind the tent Pioneer Society Beginnings

rith my later friend Dick Smith, said fight Dr. Di k’s M .

reing managed and promoted by Squire Wilker-— r. DVIMOCK'S emories

son. It was truly an earthshaking week'! (Continued from Legacy 27)
Forrest goes on, '"The plays, musical

groups and lectures might seem a little Dr. Harry G. Dimock turned 86 years of
mediocre if we could experience them now, age in 1928, the year he was elected presi-
but they filled a vacuum in the life of dent of the Lompoc Pioneer Society, He
Lompoc during that era. The Chautauqua faded served three years and was the second presi-
and died as radio took its place in the dent of the society. In 1929, he domated
later 1920's." $100.00 to the society. In 1930, he gave
Robert remembered other "cultural" tent another $100.00 on the condition that he
shows that came to Lompoc in that era were not be re-elected. The society accepted
Jennings and Hila Morgan tent shows. i the money and re-elected him anyway. Serv-
During the Depression and up until WWII, ing with him were Mary Saunders, Vice Presi-
Forrest worked as a commercial artist in San dent; A. G. Balaam, Secretary; and Alex
Francisco and during the war was in the Army McLean, Treasurer.
Ailr Force stationed in Arizona. He married Legacy 27 ended with a recounting of
Marie Janns and shortly after moved to Buell- Dr. Dimock's memories of Lompoc's early
ton and ran a small art studio in Solvang. years. The 1928 Lompoc Record story of
He taught art classes in Santa Barbara, Lom- quotes from Dr. Dimock was relating the
poc and Buellton. He and Marie are still early businesses in town. '"Alonzo W.
active in art. Dewing was the town's pioneer barber...In
Charlie Hibbits worked for the McCrea Seed addition he spent his spare moments at
Company in Santa Barbara during the 1930's gunsmithing and making fine silver mounted
and later ran three seed~bean threshers in bits and spurs." George Frick had a general
the Oxnard area. He and his wife Lea (John~- merchandise business, starting with a stock
son), who married in 1946, are now retired of goods in the Leggett Hotel building at
and working with ceramics in the Camarillo the corner of Ocean Avenue and I Street.
area. Later he sold out to "Uncle Johny™ Rudolph.
Robert Guy Hibbits and Margaret Woodward John Rudolph turned the business over to
hwere married in Oakland in 1934, They farmed his sons, John Jr. and Harvey S. Rudolph.
)the ranch with Guy until the latter's death Harvey Rudolph built the brick building
in 1946, then continued to farm it until : (Rudolph's Store) on South H Street next
they retired in 1975, at which time their to Hotel Arthur. George Frick's son, J.F.
son Arthur, and his wife, Sherry (Grant) took Frick, became an attorney in Lompoc.



drought, 1918 became one of the wetter years.
As February wag ending it starteq te rain
and didn't stop for a month - the cattle
were bogged down to their bellijes ip mud and
died from drowning angd Starvation,

As the river backed up on the lower Hibbits

a spring wagon,
Dodge. i

away from it. Af the Opera Housge they saw
such miracles ag 4 serial called "The Iron
Claw", "Perils of Pauline", "Orphans of the
Storm" and "Birth of a Nation"

On Memorial Day and the Fourth of July,
the Hibbitg boys went to the Opera Housge to
listen to Patriotic speeches and songs and
see the Civil War veterans solemnly seated
on the stage. Civil War veterans gradually
disappeared after WW I and the American
Legion took charge of thege events, with
Parades, tableaus, picnics and speeches,

During the early paradeg Davy Brown, with
his long flowing white beard, came down from
the Santa ¥Ynesz mountains and rode in the
Parade annually. During the 1920's the em—
phasisg changed to fireworks and the baseball
games, the latter increasing to a point where
there was one in the vicinity every Sunday
during the Season. However, Jemnie Hibbits
frowned on Sunday basebali and the three
boys never g0t to go on Sunday, with one ex-
ception when thejir father took them. The

stop behind home plate. Forrest made the
mistake of relating the whole episode to his
mother in great detail. That was the last
Sunday baseball game they attended.

Another notable event ip the early '20g
was the coming of the barn—storming airplanes.
Lucky was the Person who sighted ope of these
vonders ~ Yand it fley right over our house"

He used a plap provided by "Pop-
ular Mechanics" magazine and it was obvious

the person who drew it never constructed
glider. "We hagq visions of taking off 4
the McHenry Hillg to the east and flying
down into the valley. Luckily the best y
could do was regch a height of 15 ¢q 20 f

Guy and Jennie's children, Forrest, ch.
and Robert, were Purisima School bupils,
Guy serving ag school trustee from 1906-]¢
1912~1915; and 1917 ~1922, Some of the
Students in 19]8 when Charles was a 7th gr
were his two brothers, ang Manuel, Georgia
Mary and Tony Domingos; Thomas and Fred Ha
Mable, Calla, Clarence and Lucile Calhoun;
Roy and Dean McHenry; Amelia, Andrew and
William Dutra; Dorothy and Donaig Fulmer;
Albert, Henrietta, Mary and Vincent Valla;
Atftilio Rivaldi; Melvin and Clair Robison;
Jim and Dean Martin, Annie and Frank Scolag
Marjorie Harris,

@ cemetery! One of the big kids was dacting
as a jerk-line teamster while the little
kids pulled 5 crude "Fresno scraper". The
"teamster" useq all his talent ang vocabula;

Teached a depth of two feet g strange brown~
ish round object dppeared, and upon invest-
igation was found to be a skull. This jipn-
spired more digging, which was disastrous
for an important archeological site, The
girls who usually played by themselves Jjoine
in the activity and found a place under the
swings where the ground had beep disturbed
that contained beads. 71t became a noon-time
pastime until teacher, Mrs., Aimee Kemp, who
was horrified at thig degrading student pro-

Maneuver enough to uncover the bones. go
the kids went back to playing "darebase",
"hide ang seek" and baseball ang the Mission

Pdtch was one of the fun duties of the Hibbits
school days. 71t Was a game played by
the elementary and high scheoi boys on one
side and the Schuylers apgd Hibbitses on the
"Friday or Saturday night wasg the
time for a raig by our friends at schoel on
said Charlie Hibbits,
"We slept with guns loaded with bird shot
Most of the action

really occurred at the Schuyler Cherry Orchard,
as it was nearer town."

Forrest Hibbits described the Chautauqua
of the teens ang BIZOME: “SVipe mas an annual



1328 GATHERING AT MIGUELITO PARK

Sunday's picnic was made by Van, the Picture
Man. The photo was of a group of Lompoc pio-
neers who located in the Valley fifty years
or more ago, and among those making up this
exclusive group were the following:

Mrs. Sylvester Lansdell, Mrs. A.E. Day,
Mrs. H.S5. Rudolph, Mrs. E. Crist, Mrs. Nat
Stewart, Mrs. J.D. McCabe, Mrs. Rudolph Wurl,
Mrs. Ed Huyck, Mrs. Charles Streeter, Mrs.
Eliza Stephens, Mrs. Ray Kelley, Mrs. Edward
Stone, Mrs. Laura Rudolph, Mrs. Orlean Poland,
I.M. Clark, Lem Brashear, Mrs. D.C. Saunders,
Tom Mullenary, John Balaam, H.C. Batkin, Lucien
Craft, A.M. Reed, William Henderson, John
Forbes, R.D. Rennie, W.H. Robinson, James Saun-
ders, E.B. Mullenary, George Ingamells, W.H.
Lowe, J.D. McCabe, Ed Elmer, Emmett O'Neill,
William Downing, Bens Milliken, W.H. Schuyler,
,Milton Schuyler, Ed Rudolph, Mrs. J.J. Forbes,
Joseph Dimock, S.B. Dimock, Clarence Henning,
A.G. Balaam, W.C. Saunders, W.S. Bland, D.C.
Saunders, William Hall, Mrs. William Jones,

Dr. H.C. Dimock, Mrs. Frances Burbridge, Mrs.
Harry Cook, D. Oakley, Mrs. Ed Rudolph, Clyde
Huyck, Ed Harman, Frank Rudolph, Charles
Bennett, Alexander McLean, Mrs. A. McLean,
Charles Veit, Mrs. Ed Harman, Mrs. Peter Par-
ker, Mrs. Charles Benmnett, L.D. Streeter,
Charles Harris, Peter Parker, Dan Moody, Wil-
liam Gewe, Mrs. L.H. Reed, L.H. Reed, H.W.
Randles and wife, Mrs. H,E. McCabe, Fred
Tolbert, L.C. Badger, Mrs. Joseph Tolbert,
George Sanor, "Doc'" Whithead, James A. Smith,
Herbert Huyck, Guy Hibbits, Mrs. Charles
Bennett, Mrs. W.H. Lowe, Charles Rios, James
Sloan, Mrs. E.J. Archer, Mrs. Rosa Rhodes,
A.L. Jacobs, E. Klein, Mrs. Mary Dimock, Earl
Collar, Ray Ow, Trustin Nicoles, Mrs. Homer
Glidden and others.

Hundreds Gather



Larsen ranch), John Spanne cape to Lom-
Poc in the early days ang bought out the
blacksmithing business of George Rucker
and Joseph Dimock, n.. Spanne came 5

SPECULATED SOME

Dr. Dimock recalled that ope day
Matt Nichols offered to sell his 500
sacks of Potatoes for $20. The spuds
Were on the whars at Gaviota ang would
be ready for shipment ;g Soon as they
Were sprouted, I took him up on his
Proposition angd when 'Doc’ Frick grum-
bled because he didn't ger 4 chance on
this 'bargain' 1 sold him a haif in-
terest for $2¢." the Doctor said, "We

But all of hig Speculations ip farm
Produce were not go disastrous, for
another year he bought 125 tons of
pink beans, most of them at 45¢ a hun-
dred. He Stored them ip his own builg-
ing for two Years and sold then for
$2.75 a hundred, The tax collector
didn't bother about crops that were
Stored in thoge days,

locality ip the early days, but that w4l
before Dy, Dimock'sg time. Joseph Coope
Pioneer sheepman, who was here before ¢t
Lompoc Colony was established, once tol:
him of killing a bear, a grizzly, in Mig
uelito Canyon. Cooper had a band of she
in the canyon and was there Preparing di
ner for hig Englishman Buest. Busy with
Preparations for their meal in the cabin
Cooper wag suddenly attracted by hurried
footsteps, Outside he say his guest mak:
for the cabip at top speed with the grig;
in hot Pursuit. Cooper said he snatcheq
his gun and Put bruin out of the race,
Dr. Dimock enjoys retelling the Storie
of Lompoc's Pioneer days pyut he also hag
an eye for the future. ge is an enthusia

tic supporter of the Project for securing

is ideal for this purpose, "I would 1ike
to see the community get thap Piece of pro
Perty for anp aviation field," he stated,

for that clags of property, Let's get an
aviation fielg if it ig possible."

Dr. Harry Dimock died in 1932, It was .
fateful Year for the Dimocks. pgig brother,
Joseph died that year ang 50 did hig sister

Another sister of Harry and Joseph, Sadie
(Sarah Dimock) Walley, came to Lompoc in
1926, after the death of her husband, ottg
Walley in Nova Scotia. Sadie Walley lived
to be 105 apg died in 1960,

Old Timers Pose
in Reunjon Photo

Through the 80od service of Frank Rudolph
4 remarkable photo of all the ol4 timers at



for
Third Annual

Pioneer Reunion

The Third Annual Reunion of the Lompoc
Pioneer Society was one of the jolly events
of Fair Week and brought together hundreds
of early settlers and their descendants.
Scores of former residents came long dis-—
tances to spend a few pleasant days with
old friends and neighbors and all were wel-
comed in the hospitable manner for which
Lompoc has always been famous. Some were
on hand Thursday when the fair opened but
the great influx of former residents took
place Saturday when all roads lead back to
the old home town.

The pioneers all were proud of the fair
and enjoyed every feature of the exposition.
However, their chief delight appeared to be
in meeting and greeting old friends and nei-
ghbors, and the pioneer booth at the tent
where old photos and souvenirs of the early
days were on exhibit, was a gathering place
for them and also one of the most popular
displays in the show.

The old time dance on Saturday evening
at Foresters hall was a rare occasion when
popular Lompoc couples of thirty, forty and
fifty years ago danced again to the tumes of
other days. The grand march began a little
after 9 o'clock and was led by Emmett O'Neill
of San Francisco and Mrs. H.S. Rudolph. Other
pioneers taking part in this old custom were
W.L. Talbott, Mr. and Mrs. J.D. McCabe, James
Sloan, Mr. and Mrs. Tom Mullenary, Stephen

Hebert, W.H. Robinson, Mrs. Sylvester Lans-
dell, Mr. and Mrs. Alexander McLean and many
others.

The fiddlers for the dance were Jim Hollo-
way, Arthur Balaam, Ves Upton, Mrs. Balaam,
Bob Jacobs and Maurice Balaam. Link Jacobs
and Vint VanClief took turns calling for the
quadrilles.

The dance was very enjoyable and a huge
social success in every way except that the
crowd was much too large for the hall. The
same thing happened at the pioneer dance
last year and this year the committee attemp-—
ted to exclude non-members. But Foresters
hall was much too small for the number of
pioneers present.

The old time basket picnic at Miguelito
Park on Sunday was attended by a much larger
crowd than was present at the pioneer picnic
last year. At noon time every table in the
park was filled to capacity and hundreds
had to spread their lunches on the hillside
or on benches. This proved to be another
rare occasion of good fellowship and was
enjoyed by everyone.
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