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At some time in our lives, most of us have wished we
would have asked some deceased parent, grandparent,
aunt, uncle or noted local citizens those ‘‘significant”
questions and recorded the answers. Thanks to Ethel
(Horn) Smith. Lompoc has a rich legacy of information
because she remembered and recorded what people told
her. She deliberately set out to interview pioneers and
old-timers to learn what was happening in Lompoc's
colorful past.

“‘She was always nosey’’ and she pumped her mother
and father for information. Ethel Smith also saved
clippings of interest and put together several large scrap
books containing a lot of significant history. She added
her clippings to a life long collection from Elsa Schagler.

Ethel (Horn) Smith’s grandparents came to Lompoc in
the 1880’s. Marion Winfrey Horn and his wife Mary
Elizabeth (David) Horn brought their family to Lompoc
Valley from Modesto during the summer of 1881. Marion
was 31 and Mary was 26. They had five children when
they came and four more were born in Lompoc. Marion
Horn had been raising wheat in the San Joaguin Valley
and in 1880 a summer heat wave burned his crop to a
crisp. He loaded his family and worldly possessions into a

Winter 1875

Conestoga covered wagon and left Modesto and valley
heat behind. They may have come over Pacheco Pass into
Hollister to visit Horn family members there and from
Hollister traveled over the old stage road to Salinas valley
then on south. Eventually they arrived in Foxen Canyon
on an old back country road that went southeast from
Santa Maria. They may have come over the Cuyama
route from the valley to Foxen Canyon.

From Foxen Canyon they cut across the Canada de los
Alisos to Los Alamos. Instead of coming over the Drum
Canyon road, the Horn family went west thru Los Alamos
and San Antonio valleys to the new county road between
La Graciosa (Orcutt) and Lompoc. Barker grade took
them on a winding road up the hillside above the
Vandenberg road along east of the mesa then down into
Pine Canyon. Coming out of Pine Canyon they came to
the Santa Ynez River at Dyer’s Crossing. The drive from
there into Lompoc revealed new farms in a land much
more inviting than the San Joaguin valley. Marion Horn
had found a new home.

They bought 10 acres of land within the town of
Lompoc. The acreage went from East Laurel to East

Marion Horn

Mary (David) Horn



Bob and I were “‘Sister”” and ‘'Brother’ til Benny
(Everett) came along and | remember wondering why
they kept on calling me Sister but stopped calling Bob
Brother. Bob and | were sent out to Uncle OQscar
Davidson’s, I think Aunt Alice drove in and picked us up.
They lived out on the Santa Rosa ranch where Rube Houk
used to live later. Uncle Oscar was foreman there. There
was a great big old turkey gobbler there that scared the
livin’ daylight out of me. Back home again I remember
dreaming of that big old bird and screaming bloody
murder - evidently out loud because Pop came out to
quiet me down. He stood there and rolled a cigarette
while he looked down at me in bed and dropped tobacco
in my eyes! More Yelling!

They had me on a cot in the dining room. There were
only two bedrooms, a living room and dining room and
kitchen. We bathed in a washtub and had a two holer out
in back near the barn (F Street house, near Chestnut).
Daddy had a team or two and we had a cow. | don't
remember any chickens. Uncle Dave and Aunt Emily
(Horn) lived right next door and used to buy milk from
us. Once when she paid Daddy, Annie glommed onto a
50 cent piece, promptly stuck it in her face and Pop had
to shake her by the heels to keep her from choking to
death,

When Bessie (Lois) was born little Annie was shipped
off to stay with Uncle Lee and Aunt May Davidson who
lived up near Santa Rosa Park on the river in a tent
house. They took me out there in some sort of a spring
wagon and | was in back by myself. Everything was fine
til nature called and believe it or not | remember being
too shy to tell Uncle Lee to stop, so when we finally
arrived quite late at night no one neticed the wet spot. [
was happy over that but the next morning the spot being
still wet, Uncle Lee had to tell me about it.

Benny must have been an angel because [ can’t
remember a thing about him. I remember once Bob
pushed my breakable doll off the table and being
porcelain it broke to bits. That was the last real nice doll |
ever had.

Bessie was a sick little baby for months and months.
The doctor was always calling. It was old Doc Heiges and
he used to park his cigar on the porch railing when he
went into the house. Aunt Mable (Davidson) was there a
lot too and Bessie whimpered day and night. When she
was six months old she weighed only 9 pounds. That was
when she was well enough to weigh. When she could
toddle around she lost her balance and fell with her hand
in a fire Daddy was using to heat some iron. He didn’t
have a regular forge then so had made this little fire on
the ground. That makes me think of another idea I had in
those days. Once while sitting in my high chair in the
kitchen the steam from the teakettle on the stove right
behind me burned my neck. I had it all figured out that
from then on I was “‘borned’’. | saw Bessie ‘“‘borned’’ in
the fire but I kept wondering when the rest of the kids
would be “‘borned’’. Finally I said something about it to
Mom and she straightened me out.

Connie (Elsa) was born in November 1914. Since [ was
a nosey little brat Pop and Mom had to get rid of me
again but this time Mama had taken me downtown to
Mrs. Black's Millinery shop on East Ocean. There we
bought a new hat for me and probably my first. It was
black with black streamers down to my shoulders. This
time someone took me te the circus. [ wore the hat.
Anyway after the circus there was a new baby at home.
At this point [ was seven years old.

After Mom and Pop were married they lived up LaSalle
Canyon on the Stewart ranch. Mama used to ride
horseback with Daddy and continued to do so until 3
months before I was born. Then they lived in the little
house behind Grandpa Horn, and when that began to fill
up with offspring he bought the F Street house. Uncle
Ralph and Aunt Lizzie (Davidson) lived on the Trowbridge
place that was about where the Hapgood School is now,
below the cemetery, maybe a little further east. I
remember they had huge cherry trees. Aunt Mable and
Grandpa Davidson moved into the little house on E Street
when [ was about six. We used to go over to stay all night
when she wasn’t on a case as a nurse.

Once Pop planted the lot next to Grandpa’s in potatoes
and when they harvested them Bobby, Ben and [ were
over there. I went into the house with a tiny potato
holding it with my toes and trying to peel it with a big old
butcher knife. Of course I cut my toe real good, too. One
day I was running home and ran smack into the two-holer
on the rear of the lot and got a good bloody nose out of
the deal. In the back of our house we had a washing
machine with exposed gears on the top. It was run by
hand with a stick. One day Mom was showing it off to
someone and said ‘‘den’t you stick your fingers in those
gears’’. Well I didn’t, not right then, but having a good
memory, [ didn’t forget, so sometime later, maybe days,
maybe weeks, [ did. I yelled for Mama and it seemed
hours before she got there. I don’t know how they got me
out, [ just remember going to Dr. Baker. Bobby used to
go to the doctor more than anyone. Everytime he ate
prunes he shoved the seeds up his nose. The doctor had
to remove them!

Every Saturday night was bath night and every Sunday
was Sunday School. The Horns went to the Christian
Church and Grandpa Horn was very religious. When we
lived behind his place and I was old enough to traipse
over there, Johnny Mankins and I went into the barn, he
about 5 and I about 3. The barn was taboo to us. There
was a grey mare named ‘‘Fly’’ in there that had been
badly mistreated by a former owner and they were
treating her with kid gloves. Well, in the barn we threw
corn cobs at the horses' heels. It was so much fun to see
them kick when the cobs hit them. Finally I had one cob
left and Johnny crawled in to pick up the cobs we’d
already thrown. Just as he got close enough little bird
brained Annie threw her cob and ‘“‘Fly” let fly with her
hoof and caught Johnny in the forehead,

(To be continued in Lompoc Legacy No. 13).



North Avenue along North A street. (Although the streets
appeared on a map, the only ‘‘streets’’ in town were
Ocean, H and I. Elsewhere, wagon roads sufficed.)
Relatives were already here. Aunt Nancy Elkins lived
east of the Horns across A street and the Ganns lived up
Miguelito Canyon. They were cousins of Marion Horn.

The Horns joined the Christian Church in 1888, and
being a *‘dry’’ had fit into the colony very nicely. Marion
raised apples on his farm and worked for a Mr. Warwick,
a village blacksmith.

Ethel Smith’s other grandparents, Byard and Melyina
(Farley) Davidson came to Lompoc in 1882. Byard
Davidson was born in Nova Scotia and his parents
brought the family by steam ship to Panama across the
Isthmus, then to San Francisco in 1862. They settled in
Marin County where Byard met and married Melvina
Farley in 1877. About 1880 they sold their dairy farm
near Novato and moved to Petaluma. In 1882 Byard and
Mose Hobbs drove wagons to Lompoc where Byard
bought 138 acres west of Lompoc against the south
foothills. He returned to Petaluma and brought his family
via steamship from San Francisco to Gaviota then via
stage to Lompoc where they stayed at the Friel Hotel.
Byard was 32 and Melvina was 25. Three years later, Oct
6, 1885, they had a daughter, Lillian Ovita Davidson.

In the fall of 1884, Marion Horn decided to put all his
efforts into farming so he rented the *‘Dean’’ place down
the valley in the Artesia District. Their home was north of
Central Avenue between DeWolf and Artesia Avenues.

George Horn was six years old and attended Artesia
School.

A lot of social family mixing in homes and at the school
house brought young folks together. Some time between
the tragic deaths of George’s mother, Mary Elizabeth
(David) Horn in 1892, and Ovita’'s mother Melvina
(Farley) Davidson in 1897, George and Ovita were
becoming sweethearts. George was 14 when his mother
died of a heart attack. During that same fateful year,
Ovita’s mother became blind. She was only 35. Five
years later, in 1897, she died. Ovita was only 12 when her
mother died. It wasn’t until she was 16 that she and
George began their courtship, however, she apparently
had her eye on him before that.

They were married after a five-year courtship, October
29, 1906. The wedding was in George’s sister’s home in
Berkeley, George and Ovita moved into Lompoc from
LaSalle Canyon where George had managed Nat
Stewart’s ranch for a while. They moved to a little place
behind the Hord apple orchard on Marion Horn’s 10
acres. The house faced North Avenue near A Street
(across from where the water treatment plant is now)
Ethel, their first child, was born there August 19, 1907.

Ethel wrote her memoirs mostly for her family,
however, they give us an excellent personal glimpse of
what it was like to live in Lompoc when autos were
replacing spring wagons.

Ethel Horn - Age 2 Years
MEMOIRS OF ETHEL HORN SMITH

When [ was born it was still very horse and buggy era
and button shoes were the style even for men. Grandpa
Horn lived out on A Street on a full lot covered with apple
trees. At the back of the lot was a row of trees, probably
gum, Qur Dad and Mom lived in a little house facing
North Ave., in the block behind Grandpa’s and that's
where they were when Bob and I were born. (Bob is
Lowell) (All the Horn’s have nicknames) I think the day
Bob was born they tock Annie (Ethel) over to Grampa's
where she spent the day. It must have been a super event
for her because she remembers it - especially when she
went home. Aunt Mable went after her and pulled her
home in a little wagon. Annie had a teddy bear all pinned
up in a diaper which she threw out in some weeds in back
of the gum trees so that night there was hell to pay
because Annie didn’t have her teddy bear and couldn't
make the bonehead grownups understand where it was. |
don’t remember whether they found it or not - after all
Annie was only 20 months old. That was the beginning of
‘‘getting rid of Sister’’ every time there was an expected
arrival - Annie was sent away.

Byard and Melvina (Farley) Davidson



Friday 15
Still am working on Hessers hen house. Not near done
yet not redy for the roof yet and it only 6 by eight.
Weather is warm.

Saturday 16
I got Hesser to stay home and cary the shakes for me and
I got it ready and put on the roof and finished it up by 3
oclock. Theo Peck and me went after a deer. Peck killed
one buck.

Sunday 17
Peck and me went up after our deer got it and come
home got breakfast and went fishing in our dam. We
cached seven large trout. Peck invited us for dinner. We
have eat dinner togather for the three last Sundays.

Monday 18
[ went to my grubing again took out several trees choped
some wood made some posts and so forth. Very warm
Company had a meeting today.

Tuesday 19
Still T am worken on Jackson's work grubing and
clearing. Peck killed three deer today. Nothing of note to
mention now days. Weather warm.

Wednesday 20
Today 1 grubed all day Just before night there was a
horse come running near me with sadle on. [ cached it
and took it home there was an Italian come and got him
today. Rather cooler. Today was an election for town
officers.

Thursday 21
Today I grubed all day as usual. The weather is most to
warm to be comfitable to work in the woods.

Friday 22
Today 1 choped and put up some forefoot wood, put up
three cords today was all. Choped down and trimmed up.
Weather fine today, not warm.

Saturday 23
I grubed some this forenoon. The afternoon I did not go
back But got a stick and made a mall. Got ready to make
more wood and more posts.

Sunday 24
Went some three miles with Peck to get some muton
talow from the sheep herder. Peck and family was here
for there dinner today. This makes the forth Sunday we
have been together. High wind and grined.

Monday 25
Went down town and seen Broughton. Got some money
from him. Sent 5 dolars to Perkings on my sewing
machine. Afternoon I grubed for Jackson. Half day at
Jacksons.

Tuesday 26
Today I choped stovewaood all day. Choped some dry
wood and some green. Hear nothing new. Weather cool

e} LA ek, Wednesday 27

Choped some this morning. Corded up some got three or
one cord of wood. Jackson come down to the clearing a
well pleased man he was with my work. He promised me
the use of the ground for clearing free of charge.

Thursday 28
Half day worked today. I had bad luck to brake my axe
helve about noon. Come home went up the canion cut a
stick to replace me broken grub hoe helve and patched up
the broken axe helve and am ready for work again. Very
cool high wind.

Friday 29
Still today [ am grubing all day and deing some choping.

Saturday 30
Went out or down this morning but broke my axe helve.
Come home and set some posts on my lots for to make
some fence for my chickens.

Sunday 31
Got up this morning Sharpened up my razor. Shaved;
Hesser shaved & Peck come up and he shaved so we all
shaved. Peck stayed for dinner. The Preacher Webb was
at Hessers for dinner. He called here a few minutes.

Novernber
Monday 1

Peck has coaxed me to go to Point Sal with him. Going to
start at 12 oclock today. Mary put up some grub for me. |
did not get much done this forenoon. Chored around the
house. Monday knight finds me and Peck in camp. I
killed a fine fat duck this afternoon. We had it fryed
toknight for supper. Road ruff and sandy. Seen but very
little game. Seen 2 deer got no shot.

Tuesday 2
Camped this night in the rain. Rolled out in the morning
about 3 oclock got breakfast, [t looks very much like rain.

Wednesday 3
Soon as daybrake we started on our trip. Got to the point
at 9 oclock got our lumber on and pulled out for home.
Home toknight.

Thursday 4
Half day on Jacksons. Worked at home this forenocon
shuting (chuting) and filling the outside door to my seller
up as its too coald with it open. Went down and cut and
corded up some wood the afternoon. Broughton come
after me to do a days work for him tomorew.

Friday b
[ grubed up two trees for Broughton and choped them
and some others up. Choped most all day. The weather
was very plesant. The air feeling very much like rain.



JOHN LOWE'S DIARY CONCLUDED

_The 1875 diary of John C. Lowe has given us an interesting
insight into what it was like to live thru the first year of the
Lompoc colony. The spring portion of the diary was printed
in Lompoc legacy No. 9, and the summer-fall section was
in Legacy 11. The concluding section, from September 25
thru December 31, 1875, follows;

Saturday 25
Choped some of the wood today Choped until 3 oclock
then went up town. Got some letters, one registered
letter containing 20 dolars for my cow which was sold in
Santa Clara.

Sunday 26
At home most all day. Mary me and me children went
down west of us near half mile. Rosey fell flat in the
creek got quite wet but no harm done.

Monday 27
Went up town. Saw Broughton. He settled 15 dolars with
Frick and paid him 6 dolars and 90 cts. cash making
21.90.

Tuesday 28
Went to choping some wood this morning but broke my
axe helve then grubed the rest of the day on the street.
Mr. Archer from down the valley come to see me wanting
some posts made. [ promised to make him two hundred
at 5 dolars pr hundred. Mary quite sick to knight.

Wednesday 29
Still I am on the grub. Hesser comenced choping some of
the wood for me. [ want to finish up my job at
Broughtons this week. Got out some trees for Hesser to
chop.

Thursday 30
Took out a large cqttonwood. Bob Farel come after me to
go and set up a gang plow he dont know how but I did
not go to help him and he come again to knight.

October, 1875

Friday 1
Went to Fabons shop and helped Bob until noon but we
was bothered some and did not get it done. I grubed the
afternoon Got a card from Guadalupe stating that
Menasole, a merchant, had sent a note there to be
colected from me. High wind.

Saturday 2
Still worked on Broughtons job expected to get done tiday
but did not finish it Have some more choping to do on a
large Bamagiley tree or log Huge enough. (possibly a
Dogwood tree)

Sunday 3
Home all day. Peck and family was here for dinner today.
I fixed his whip for him.

Monday 4
Went at the old Bomgily again. Hesser and me we
worked on it all day. We did not get it done.

Tuesday 5
1 went down and finished up the job got done about 4
oclock come home and went after a cotton tail. Herd two
bucks fighting and come back got some buckshot went up
and got a shot at one of them less than half a mile from
the house.

Wednesday 6
Got up early went after my deer but did not kill him.
Went up the hill and seen 3 more. Did not get a shot.
Worked on Jackson job today Very warm.

Thursday 7
Worked on Jacksons job half of the day. Offal hot for
Lompoc. Grubed out some large trees today and done
some choping.

Friday 8
Done some more grubing and choping - grubing out
some trees for posts for Jackson. Split out 57. Tired
enough to knight. Very hot all day.

Saturday 9
Went down with the intentions to split posts and split out
some but split the mall and had to come home and make
another. When I got home (I) found the cow out and
gone. Went and hunted her up. Got back to work about
two oclock. Cow out every day the week.

Sunday 10
Peck and us went to the coast. After we started it come
up very cloudy and thundered looked very much like rain.
Did sprinkle a little. We had a good time as it was cool
and plesant. [ got some whale bones. Shot at some ducks.
Peck and me had a good chase.

Monday 11
Went down and choped and made out the rest of
Jackson’s posts. Choped some fore foot wood. Come
home early and went up and killed 4 rabets. The weather
was warm.

Tuesday 12
Helped Hesser hall poles. We halled two loads from the
river botom with Frick’s team. The day was cool and
cloudy.

Wednesday 13
Helped Hesser hall wood and posts all day. We halled six
loads.

Thursday 14
I comenced building Hesser 2 willow chicken house.
Worked all day and did not get but little done for 1 am
making it weasle tight from willow poles.



Monday 29
Worked for Broughton making fence all day. The weather
is fine.

Tuesday 30
Still making fence. Making holes with the crow bar and
puting down poles [ cut.

December, 1875

Wednesday 1
Rain this morning did not go to work. Went to work
afternoon.

Thursday 2
Still at Broughtons job of work. Fine day after shower.

Friday 3
Still working on the fence for Broughton. Rather cool.
Seen Mr. Arkley. He offers to sell me a horse and
harness. Haint seen him yet.

Saturday 4
Grubed all day on the schoolhouse block for Broughton.
Made a grand mistake on this book. We are several days
ahead of time.

Sunday 5
Mary & Me went down to see a Mr. Arkley which I am
buying a horse from. He is a Saratoga man. Beutiful
weather but very cool knights.

Monday 6
Work on Broughtons fence today. There was a heavy
frost last knight. Plenty of ice on my pickets that I went
to sharpning this morning. Come off very warm. Got my
horse home today.

Tuesday 7
Still making fence for Broughton today. I went up
toknight and settled up with the Hessers. I paid the man
that halled my freight from Gaviota, payed it to Polein
{Poland).

Wednesday 8
Rained so I did not go to work this morning. Worked the
afternoon on Broughtons fence. Was some cloudy and
some rainy in eavning.

Thursday 9
Today [ worked all day on the fence for Broughton. The
sun come out bright and it (diary illegible)

Saturday 4
[ grubbed on the school block for Broughton. Mr. Frick
and me took out the first grubs on the block. Broughton
paid Henning 15 dolars for me today so he sais. Rained
some last night.

Sunday 12
Bought a horse on the 6th of this month. Worked grubing
on Jacksons lots Have the horse to pay for 4 months from
the 6th a this month which will be April 6th.

Monday 13
Corected. The past six days but one half day, I have
worked for Jackson - grubing. One half day I worked for
Broughton cutting poles. The weather is very fine but we
have very heavy frosts every knight. We had no rain last
week. Very fine.

Tuesday 14
TAX. Worked on the road working out my tax. We
worked on Ocean Avenue cutting off grubs. There was 16
men worked on road today.

Wednesday 15
There was five men on the Road today. Polan(d), the road
master, went off down the valley. We had rather an easy
time today. We quit early but Poland did not come so we
did not get our receipts Today is my birthday.

Thursday 16
Grubed on Jacksons lots today. Mrs. Hesser is some sick.
We was over there in the eavning. Weather very fogy
every morning.

Friday 17
Got three of Pecks horses, his wagon and halled one load
of posts and 4 loads of wood for myself. Mrs. Hesser
claims to be worse. She thinks she will dye eny hour.
Mary stayed all knight with her.

Saturday 18
Went down and chopped a cord of stove wood for Peck
the forenoon. In the afterncon [ went down the valley on
a wild hog hunt with Peck. We stoped all knight. Slept on
the ground. Did not see a hog. I killed a wild cat the only
thing that was killed.

Sunday 19
Came home took a late breakfast at ten oclock then went
to work and made Hesser a lounge. His wife still sick
After all this I spent the rest of the day in making some
fence around my lots. Rained a little this morning.

Monday 20
Not feeling well. I did not go down to my grubing but
made some fence at home. The sun come out bright and
was warm. Rained very little yesterday.

Tuesday 21
I feel some better this morn and went down and grubed
some. Still the day is fine and plesant. Mrs. Hesser is
geting better after all her knowing she was going to dy.
She has bin dying every day for a week so she thought.

Wednesday 22
Went down this morning. Comenced on a big tree and
worked all the forenoon on it. The afternoen I got it down
and one more. Jackson was down. Mrs. Childes was at
our house this morning. Him and her was both here last
knight until bed time.



Saturday 6
Went down took out another tree choped it up. Done
some more grubing on some small stubs. Worked three
hours. The afternoon | spent at home choping wood and
choring around. Weather indecates storm. I sent to Pt.
Sal for Batons for my house.

Sunday 7
Rain the first thing this morning When we got up it was
raining. Rained about three hours a drisling rain. Not a
great amount fell The grass is showing quite green.

Monday 8
I put the battons on my house. Peck feched me them for
me yesterday. Soon as he come - Sunday as it was - |
slapped them on and choped today. [ went after rales for
Broughtons fence.

Tuesday 9
Seen the Squire and made some arrangements about
geting groceries then choped stovewood at home until
noon. Afternoon I worked for Broughton at the house.
The day was very warm.

Wednesday 10
Worked all day at Broughtons following up the plow
taking out roots after the plow. The day was fogy and
knight it did rain some.

Thursday 11
Still am working the same and at the same. Weather still
fogy with sprinkles of rain.

Friday 12
Went down to Broughtons but the teams had not come as
it was raining some so I went up town. But Broughton
come after me about eight oclock. | worked the rest of the
day picking up roots and grubing some.

Saturday 13
Went over to the river to cut poles today. Did not cut but
three hundred. Did not feel well and did not work very
hard. Fogy showry in the eavning.

Sunday 14
First thing went up town and got some seeds planted
some peas, redish, letus seeds. Peck had a wild goose for
dinner today. We helped him eat it. Showry & wet all day
and to knight.

Monday 15
A whaling days work. Chopt 16 hundred poles for
Broughton - six foot poles counted and piled them. Fogy
and wet all day.

Tuesday 16
Choped 5 hundred poles today. Team over after some
(which) bothered me so | did not get a big days work don.
Teamster halled one load. Rained some last knight - wet
all the forenoon.

Wednesday 17
Had the toothache all knight got the headache now or
today. I don some cleaning off to my lots. Went down and
took out some roots for Broughton. Rainy & wet.

Thursday 18
Toothache bad part of knight. Raining when I got up.
Showery untill ten oclock. Worked around the house until
noon, After dinner I went and choped some poles 2
hundred. Finding it too far to go for haff days work.

Friday 19
Rainy and wet this morning. Rained quite hard. I did not
go to work. Felt bad after geting wet. Having the
toothache every knight.

Saturday 20
Still am under the weather not feeling able to work much.
Chored around home pulled up some mustard on my lots.

Sunday 21
Loonic. The first craxy person in Lompoc is a Mrs.
§ bin crazy for several days. Mary and me called
on Mrs, Drum and Mrs. Spencer folks the afternoon.
Weather fine today, no rain.

Monday 22
Went to the river and cut fore hundred and 50 poles for
Broughton. The day was warm and plesant.

Tuesday 23
Went to the river today and cut three hundred and
seventy five poles. Broughton told me he could not pay
me no more from Demartinens (Demartini) as George
and him had a fuss,

Wednesday 24
Rained offal hard last knight and was wet and rainy all
forenoon. Worked around home. Peck plowed a few
furows where I would be making my fence. It did not rain
eny after noon.

Thursday 25
This day was layed off for Thanksgiving Day [ rattled
away at home set a lot of posts on my front line. The day
was some lousy and wet. A Babe died here toknight
belonging to a grass widow.

Friday 26
Called on to dig a grave. I dug the first grave in the new
grave yard today for the baby that died last knight.
Attent (attended) the bueral (burial) afternoon.

Saturday 27
Went down to the river & finished up cuting three
thousand poles. Come home at noon. Worked at
Broughton’s house making fence for him Fine day.

Sunday 28
Home all day. Made some garden & chored around some
considerable.



Thursday 23
Still grubing. Taking out some trees about 3 feet through
with very large roots. The weather is very fine.

Friday 24
Today I made out 28 more posts for Jackson and done
some burning and clearing out under brush. Looks some
like rain toknight. Mrs. Hesser still lays in bed and dont
try to set up.

Saturday 25
Oh, what a Christmas. Rained a little last night. I took
the horse went down and halled up some stuff to my fire
some stump and halled a stick or croch home to make a
harrow out of afterncon. Got one of Pecks horses and his
plow and plowed some.

Sunday 26
Yesterday was a very dull Christmas day. Our dinner
consisted of bread and potatoes. I made a harrow the
forenoon. Got Mary to shingle my hair. Took a wash
dressed up. Just then Childes folks come in and
Broughtons wife and him come in.

Monday 27
Cut poles for M C Kneely. Peck went over with me and
he hunted while I worked. His dog cached a deer. He
gave me half. We went over toward Gavaota. Peck halled
6 poles home.

Tuesday 28
Geting up late [ did not go to Jacksons place to work until
noon. We had a sprinkle of rain. When [ started to work
it drissled off. The afternoon near 4 oclock it rained hard
so 1 got wet threw before | got home. I made some
garden the forenoon.

Wednesday 29
Grubed all day. Peck came down and got some wood. He
had one load of long wood and half tier stove wood.

Thursday 30
Today I got to work early and Willy brought my dinner
down. I grubed up three trees. Choped up considrable
and burnt lots of brush. Ho Ho Hum this year is nearly
dun.

Friday 31

Grubed all day and made a good ending if hard work has
enything to do with it. With the end of the year times is
very hard here especially with me. The weather is quite
cool and looks very much like rain by spells and it will
bee seen by looking threw the month of April that [ made
a long moove in this year and in my Book of 1876 can be
seen a short history of Lompoc where I now reside. [ now
close this book at twenty minutes beefore 6 oclock at
knight - My sign

April 10, 1875 I landed in Lompoc, Calif. About June
1878 my wife Mary Lowe died in Saratoga, Cal. In 1882 ]
was in Cat Canyon, [ lived there about 9 years. 1883
bought of Lucien Forester in July one spring wagon for
the sum of 90 dolars. I am to pay 25 dolars in wood at 3
dolars per cord where chopt. Bought of Forester 2 mares
and harness for one hundred and twenty five dolars.
Turned in my yearling coalt at 20 dolar leaving one
hundred and five to pay.
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