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The early pioneers of Lompoc in 1874
selected home sites where water was easily
accessible. Miguelito Creek flowed year round
and settlers soon staked out land near what
was called “China Creek” where Miguelito
creek flowed out of the canyon south of
Lompoc. There was ample water for wells and
cisterns where underground streams prac-
tically “ flowed” from the south hills and west
along Walnut and Chestnut Avenues. Anyone
trying to dig a basement or a bank frying to
build an underground vault may have
encountered water intruding into the exca-
vation. .

THE WATER SYSTEM BEGINNINGS
WOODEN TANKS

A BOYHOOD MEMORY

~Ed Negus, born March 29, 1906, was
interviewed by Merlyn Chesnut in 1988. In the
interview (see Lompoc Legacies 89 thru 92) he
described early Lompoc water systems. His
“memory” goes back before his time. He
described the reservoir systems as follows:
“Before my day, up above Len Reed’s property
in Miguelito canyon, the city (constructed) a
couple wooden tanks right along the creek.
They took the water right out of Miguelito creek
and ran it into those 2 wooden tank reservoirs
and then (piped it) into (homes) in town.

‘WELLS, CISTERNS AND A RUNNING STREAM”

' LOMPOC WATER DEPARTMENT

1890 WATER SYSTEM DESCRIPTION

The Lompoc Valley Historical Society has a
little note book in which James H. McGee was
apparently given the task of documenting the
first Lompoc water distribution system. There
is no evidence that James McGee was employed
by the Water Department other than to make a

- record of where the pipes and connections were

located. His record (showing where people

lived in 1890) is as follows:

Lompoc water works is a gravity sysytem was

put in, in 1890 and owned by the town or
people. . '
Water works consist of 2 round tanks made of -
redwood and housed near the spring as shown
on the map. (Map not available...) The water
is drawn from each tank through a 6 in. pipe
running from tanks to the center of town passing
through Mr. Truit’s orchard and on to the
county road at his gate where pipe is first tapped
north of gum trees water going to Mr. Truit’s
house. In the tank house are two 6 in. gates to
shut water off from main pipe on south side of
creek where pipe crosses in plain sight.
J street south of Ocean Ave
First pipe or branch leaving the main is at the

~ first street (Willow Ave.) entering corporation at

the corner of Mr. Ed Jacobs’ fence which is a



CHINA CREEK — THE CHINESE LAUNDRY

W.W. Broughton, first editor of the Lompoc
Record listed all the businesses in town in one
of the early issues of the paper. “The first
laundry was run by a Chinaman named Louis™.
He was in business for about 20 years according
to town records. Also several Chinamen “had
come to Lompoc for the purpose of procuring
abalones now so abundant along the beach.”
Presley Bascom Barker writes in his booklet, 7o
California and Lompoc “some of our Chinese
residents also had farming leases while other
Chinese were engaged in gathering sea lettuce
and drying abalone which they shipped to San
Francisco China town.” (In Lompoc the
Chinese residents had homes and businesses in
the vicinity of the alley south of Ocean Avenue
between H and 1 streets.)

One of the “farming leases™ may have been
along “China Creek”. Miguelito Creek comes
out of the canyon and turns west before jt turns
north to make its way to the Santa Ynez River.
The Chinese Laundry operated by “Louis” as an
early enterprise in Lompoc, used the east-west
section of Miguelito Creek to wash the town’s
clothes. That section came to be known as
“China Creek”. '

At the south end of O Street the creek turns
north and then west again in an area which now
provides water to add to the valley’s aquifer.
Much of Lompoc’s water is pumped from wells
in various sites scattered throughout the city.
At O St. and Olive Ave. the water goes into a
channel west to V Street and from there north to
- the Santa Ynez River.

MEMORIES OF HOW IT WAS

Ed Negus goes on to say in his 1988 inter-
view: “In 1904, according to the old records,
they built a reservoir on the hillside above Fred
Tolberts place and then put a line all the way up
Miguelito canyon and clear up above the old
Lind place to the Larson place and brought
water directly from the spring (Frick Springs) to
the reservoir. The reason I say 1904 is that’s the
year of the bond issue and years later, when they
had to do a lot of work on the old reservoir
getting ready to put a roof over it, they ran out
of money and never finished the job. But
anyway, they had to a lot of preliminary work
on the reservoir to get ready for the roof. At
that time, they said the reservoir had held up
pretty good because it was put in at the time of
the bond issue and it was a 40-year bond issue.
I think we were working up there in 1931-32
(more like 1941-42 getting ready to put the roof
over it. But for some reason they never
completed that part of it.”

“Later on (in 1962) the old reservoir gave
way* — got a hole in it some way. There was
seepage in there, and one night the side of the
hill washed off...Holmdahls lived there at that
time. It came down and damaged a small
building (and some of Holmdahl’s house) just
below the reservoir. (The water did not come
down into the valley) It wasn’t that big a
reservoir.”

*Note: The reservoir was drained to repair a
leak in mid August 1962. It was being refilled
when on August 20, 1962 a major section of the
reservoir wall gave way. (See photo on page 4)
Fortunately for the Holmdahl Jamily and
perhaps parts of Lompoc the reservoir was not
completely filled. It was discovered the leak
had been seeping for a while when the volume
of wet soil was removed before the metal tank
reservoir replacement could be builr, _

“In the meantime they put up what I call the
‘beer can’ — a big round reservoir, on the south
end of O Street up on the hill. Then they moved
up Miguelito Canyon and put another one the
same size. I think they said each of them is a 2
million gallon tank. (2% million gallons) Today

The “O Street Pump House” on North O was r one of
two wells in the city of Lompoc augmenting ‘the water
supplied to the Miguelito Canyon reservoir during the
1920°s. The coupe belongs to E.A. Vaughan, manager of

the recently merged municipal Water and Electrical |
departments. 3

there is one over beyond the cemetery, above
Beattie Park. That’s a concrete one (3 millior
gallon capacity). The other two are steel plate.”



two inch pipe running west to J street thence
north on “jay” street to Cypress Ave. Two feet

~from the 6 inch main, (the two inch pipe) is
tapped for one inch pipe. Cut off close to 2 inch
pipe. This one inch pipe runs down I street 1
block to Myers. Some 18 feet from main on 2
inch pipe is a 2 inch gate to shut water off 2 in.
pipe running down J street. Union in first joint
from corner where pipe turns onto J Street. Pipe
is tapped at all houses down J Street. 1 inch
cross on north side of Olive Ave.

The 6 inch main pipe crosses J Street from
corner of E. Jacobs’ fence and runs angling
across the block to corner of H and Locust
streets where there is an elbow and union on
next joint. Tapped at elbow and % pipe runs to
Steven’s house thence to Josh Barker’s gate and
barn. .

Extracts from James McGee’s book de-
scribing the pipe connections as the system
continues through Lompoc.

North on H Street took water to the M.E.
church parsonage and on to the church (on
Cypress and H). Just south of the church is a
connection where “sprinklers get water to water
the streets.”

A 1 % in. pipe runs on the south side of
Cypress to the east side of G St. to the South
Methodist Church parsonage. Water is supplied
on the north side of Cypress to Mr. Robinson’s
property.

From H St. and Cypress Ave. a 6 inch main
runs north on H St.- A 1 % in pipe runs to the
Opera House. A 4 in. main goes to a fire plug in
front of the Opera House. Pipes cross to the
cast side of South H and supplied water to
Sloan’s Butcher Shop and Lambert’s Store. At
the alley the pipe runs east to the Town Hall.
Pipes went through the alley west of H St.,
south of Ocean to I Street to Mr. Tucker’s house
and Beacher’s, and also north to Lompoc Hotel
and between the alley and Ocean Ave. The
pipes ran from the east side of I St. to the China
houses. (Note: It is assumed the Chinese
Laundry was able to move the washing
“operation” from “China Creek” to a Jacility
there in town!)

The 4 in. pipe was laid from Ocean Ave on
the west side of H St. to College Ave. and then a
1 in. line to Pine with % line to Mrs. Gilman’s

|

and Mrs. Wilkins’. Water was piped west of H
on College to Mr. Moore’s and east to D St. to
Mr. Eddington’s. Pipe was laid east on Maple
to Mrs. Tolladay’s and east on Laurel to Mr.
Parish and the first house on N. G. There were
6 fire hydrants on a 4 inch line on North H St. at ,
corners of the first alley, Walnut, Chestnut,
Laurel, Maple, and College Avenues. There
were also 4 goose necks on H St. to fill the
sprinkler wagon.

A 4 in. line also ran west from H and Ocean
dropping down to 1 in. by the time it got to O
St. A 4 in. pipe ran east to F then down to 2 in
pipe to A street and 1 % for 2 blocks to A.
Beed’s house then % in. pipe 1 block to E.
Eddington’s place. There were 5 fire hydrants
on the 4 in. line on Ocean Ave.

- There were two water tanks for the sprinkler
wagon (at the edge of town) 1 block East of A

Street and on the corner of O St. and Ocean with
goosenecks to fill the sprinkler wagon.

There was a 1 % inch pipe laid on A St. to
Laurel Ave from Ocean Ave. and a % pipe from
Laurel to College Ave. Then south a % pipe
went from Ocean Ave. to Cypress then east 4
blocks along Cypress.

A B St. % inch pipe went north from Ocean
Ave to Mr. Stuart’s house. A C St. % in pipe
went south from Ocean Ave. across Cypress
Ave. to G. King’s house. On D St. a % inch
pipe was laid from Ocean Ave across Locust
Ave. to a windmill at the south end of D St.

A photograph of Lompoc from above the
cemetery shows the road into Lompoc came
across high ground to avoid the problems of
washouts on east Ocean Avenue (there was
really no road there much past D street). There
was a farm house near where D and Olive
would later intersect with a windmill and tank
nearby. No doubt to be used for watering the
road to prevent dust and sandy ruts from
forming. All through the description of the
town water system above there were “goose
necks” to fill water sprinkler wagons. Before
streets were paved it was essential to keep the
dirt and graveled streets watered.

The photo also shows how widely spread
were the homes all across Lompoc. In some
cases there was one house to a town block .
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The floods of 1952 are described in Leslie
Fabing’s diary. Fabing was the manager of the
Lompoc Water Dept. “Water was just about to
take out Ocean Ave. when it stopped raining
Sat. Jan. 12.” Jan. 13 he was dnvmg around
looking at the river and got stuck in the mud.
“Pulled us out with county tractor”. “Jan. 15.
Rained 4 inches in Miguelito Canyon in last 24
hours...Lower end of the valley is mostly under
water from Douglass Ave. on down.” “Jan. 16
Central Ave. blocked off. No north or south
bound mail. Railroad is out between Santa
Barbara and Ventura.  Highway is also
blocked...” “Crew saved the 12” pipe crossing
Miguelito creek.” “March 15 Lower end of
valley under water...bridge washed out...power
crane and six men went down with bridge...all
get out safely.” “March 16 Gas Co. trying to get
gas line back across the river. Took Mrs. Norin
to the hospital in Santa Maria, Had to go by
way of Buellton...Road thru camp out and slide
on Orcutt grade. San Julian road is also out.

“March 17, 18 and 19 Gang working up
Miguelito Canyon repairing storm damage...
Springs have all increased in flow need larger
line from springs to reservoir very badly.”
“March 25 Having trouble with Chlorinator up
at Springs. Ordered new parts.” May 12 Gang
cleaning out small reservoir — getting ready to
pull the large one down. Checked O street
pump. It is still pumping 510 G.P.M. at 56
feet.” May 13 Finished cleaning large reser-
V01r sterilized and started ﬁllmg in P.M.”

1934 photo of the small 250,000 galion

reservoir. It was built as the forerunner of
he large reservoir nearby.
: Also for “standby”.

Chlorinator
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-HARD WATER

The water from Frick Springs comes from a
source close to the Lime Quary which was
actively mined during the early years of the
1900’s. The water is hard. The water pumped
from the aquifer under Lompoc is hard. The
second well and pump house at G and College
has been supplemented by three more wells in

New influent and effluent lines|
were installed in 1937 in the
§ 1,000,000 gal. large reservoir.




WASHOUTS AND FLOODS

The gaping hole in the large
Reservoir was created by a major
failure in the reservoir wall. The
repairs to stop a leakage did not hold
on this August day in 1962. It was
not a “flood year” — except for homes
below in Miguelito canyon!

Workers can be seen through the
hole in the wall. The city was able to
switch to the small reservoir (see
page 5), and the steel walled water
reservoir was built on the hill above
south O street in 1963. A year later a
similar 2 and a half million gallon
capacity tank replaced this reservoir
at this site. (see page 6.)

SuAN vASEt O NT

Mig 2w
January 10, 1941 “Fred (Condaffer) helped Les (Fabing)
remove trees from creek near bridge to Mig. Canyon pump
house. (E. A. Vaughan'’s diary)

FLOOD YEARS

Rainfall records list 1913-14, 1914-15, 1937-
38, 1940-41, 1951-52, 1957-58, 1968-69, *72-
73, 777-78, *82-83, ‘85-86 as flood years. We
may also recall the flooding river in 2004-2005
with roads closed. There were storm years
when sometimes there was only one road open
out of Lompoc. Bridges were washed out,
schools were closed, and access to jobs, Etc.
was limited.

Pictured here are scenes from the flooded

The 1941 diary of E. A. Vaughan, manager of the Lompoc
’ . . Light and Water Department records: “March 4 Water
Miguelito creek that affected the water supply in crew reported serious damage to canyon gravity

1941. The rainfall that year was 32.29 inches line...three creek crossings washed out. Phoned for pipe

with over 16 inches falling in Feb. and March. and fittings for repairs.



container was unguarded, and you never locked
the doors of your house to go down the valley to
get the good drinking water. o

There was the time Earl Calvert stuck the
hose into his glass jug and turned on the water
full blast. The jug exploded and Earl was cut by
a shard of glass. No doubt he cleaned up the
broken glass as he was bleeding through his
makeshift bandage...

The piers were being put in place in 1941 for a “future
roof” over the large reservoir. (right) The roof was never

_installed perhaps because WWIl was imminent.

THE LOMPOC MUNICIPAL CREW

In 1923 when the Lompoc Light and Power
Company was purchased by the city and became
part of the Lompoc Municipal system, E. A.
Vaughan became the Manager of the Lompoc
Light and Water Department. He held that
position until a terminal illness in 1949 ended
his 31 years of service to the city, Mr. Vaughan
became very ill and was under serious doctor’s
care in 1949. His 1949 diary tells how it was
recommended he take 6 months off. The city
offered 6 months leave of absence and Emil
Scolari became Asst. manager of the Lompoc
Light and Water Department on May 27, 1949.
Vaughan died not long after that.

Vaughan’s 1923 and 1924 diaries show he
remained attentive to electrical problems, but
apparently he was trusting water department
workers to go on solving routine problems
without his direct involvement. That is until the
floods of 1938 and 1941 when the damage to
the spring area resulted in mud in the reservoir!

“Friday, February 11, (1938) Water crew had
trouble with mud in the spring collection boxes.
Cut out main spring using only one large spring.
Also cut out chlorinator. Some mud in large
reservoir.” .

“Wednesday, January 15, (1941) Water
crew repaired reservoir fence. Line crew on
storm troubles.”

“Friday, Feb. 28, (1941) Hurricane wind,
heavy rain. So. (and No.) Circuits off. Helped
line crew patrol before daylight. Crews on
storm troubles all day.”

“Mon. Mar. 3, Sand bagged O street pump
house to prevent flooding well. China creek
went over banks...at O and Olive.”

Municipal Utility Leaders:

Back row: Lester Fabin
g, Lawrence Ar
Huyck, George Howerton, unidentified mstron

g, Lloyd

| Front row: Pete Eckert, E. A, Vaughan, Fred Condaffer

Emil Scolari, for years the manager of the electrical Dep:t.
was Manager of the Lompoc Light and Water Department
from 1949 until he retired in 1971.



The 2,500,000
gallon reservoir
originally built
to supplement
the Miguelito
Canyon reservoir
was dedicated
9 October 1963.
It is on the south
hill over the end
of South O St.

Teservolr was
built {abave)
anothcr (leit)
2,500,000
galion Res.
was built in
Miguelito
canyen at the
site of the
original
1,000,000
gal. broken
reservoir.

A fourth large water reservoir is tucked
behind a hill above the southwest corner
of Lompoc near the C|ty sanitary landfill,

Lompoc. The pump housc< have bccn replaced
by underground pumps and are hardly visible
en te pedestrians as they walk by.

Most homes in Lompoc had water softeners
installed untii the water treatment plant went on-
line in 1963, But the water is stili “hard”.
SOFT WATE] L

Good drinking water could be purchased on EaS&
the honor system from a faucet with water from
a spring in La Salle Canyon. There was a
container for coins to be deposited to pay for
water. Lompoe citizen brought their own bottles
and jugs. [i was iong before trucks brought &
water t0 our homes if we didn’t like drinking the
hard water from our taps - or now with the |
variety of waters we can buy in the stores.

No one would have thought of taking water
from thai faucet without paving, the money

The newest reservoir with a capacity of
3,000,000 gallons is made of concrete it is
located above the Recognition Grove, a part
of Beattle Park in soﬁheast Lompoc.
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WINDOWS INTO THE PAST

A Lompoc Record clipping from
WWII reaffirmed Mr. Vaughan’s
position: “E. A. Vaughan v
reappointed manager of the Lompoc
Light and Water Department at a
meeting of the city council Tuesday
night”. At the same meeting A.
Gordon Oliver was reappointed city
attorney, Judge Charles Paulson was
retained as city court judge, and
William  Petersen and Charles
Everett were reappointed police and
fire chiefs respectively. Jack Whalen
replaced Harry Howerton as street
‘ supenntendent = o
WELLS PUMPS AND WAT ER

There are 9 wells in and around -
- Lompoc supplying over 5,000 acre
| feet per year (AFY). The Lompoc

LOMPOC LEGACY is. pubhshed quartcrly by the
- LOMPOC VALLEY HISTORICAL SOCIETY Inc.,
P.O. Box 88, Lompoc CA 93438.

.Smglc Coples F, Nt LRSS ... $100

Premdent ...... ..... ;......,..Denms Headnck, 736 3000 l ]

» Vance Newcomb, 736-3031 |

Edltcd by

Lester abmg was manager of the water department and
kept our water runnlng through ﬂood and drought'
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