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‘A GET-AWAY CLOSE TO HOME”

OCEAN PARK

According to some historical reports there
was a Chumash Indian village named Lompoc
down the valley where artesian springs created
a stream that flowed into the Santa Ynez River.
Near the wickiups (Chumash dwellings) there
were little mounds of sea shells indicating the
source of food from the nearby sea coast. That
same “supply” was available to settlers of the
“new” town of Lompoc farther up the valley.

PIONEERS AT THE OCEAN

When 15-year-old Emma Rudolph came to
Lompoc with her family, arriving September 3,
1881. she described some food sources in her
diary. They camped at China Creek “just
below” the town. They looked for a bee tree for
honey and “papa killed a deer” that first week.
On September 21 her brothers went to the
wharf. They “Got a lot of mussels and abalonias
today.” (4t low tide they could pry exposed
abalones from the rocks.) Two days later, Sept.
23 the men folks “went to the beach to camp
and fish.” The next dayv the “Bovs all came
home from the beach” and went quail hunting.
They bagged 13 quail.

DUCK HUNTING
AND STEELHEAD FISHING

They went duck hunting in December, no

doubt joining other hunters from Lompoc at the

Jim Richardson displays his catch
of ducks at Ocean Park, 1918
(37 years later).

lagoon where Ocean Park would one day come
to be. Another adventure joined by Lompoc
sportsmen was fishing in the Santa Ynez River.
Before the river year round flow was stopped
when dams were built upstream, the steelhead
trout came to spawn and fishing was excellent at
the mouth of the river. It provided a seasonal
food supply for early pioneers.

The lagoon provided one of the best stop-
overs for migratory birds along this part of the
California coast. Hunters from as far away as
Los Angeles came during duck hunting season
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“coasting” by someone in an early colony diary.

The “gap” was closed from Surf to Elwood
Station near Goleta. The Southern Pacific RR
completed the coastal line and trains were
running by the end of March. 1901. Lompoc
was then connected by rail not only to San

Francisco but also Los Angeles. Warchouses
near the railroad on Laurel Street saved
countless miles of freight hauling to the wharf
and back and diminished the need for ware-
houses at Baroda.
THE BEACH WAS POPULAR

Many early Lompoc families took photos of
scenes on the beach or on the cliffs along the
ocean coast. It was all accessible by horse and
wagon back in the 1800°s and was an exper-
ience enjoyed by almost everyone. It was called
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A passenger train connection to Surf
Lompoc was established to meet mainline trains
as soon “the Gap” was closed in 1901. The
train was dubbed the “Peanut Special”, no doubt
because the single car and caboose reminded
people of a peanut going up and down the
valley. Surf fisherman and picnicking families
enjoyed outings at the beach by riding the train.

SHIP AGROUND AT S.Y. RIVER
THE BARKENTINE ROBERT SUDDEN
From the Santa Maria Times
June, 1905

“Between 8 and § pm Saturday the barken-
tine Robert Sudden, laden with 800,000 feet of
lumber from Gray's harbor bound for San
Pedro, was stranded on the reef near Surf (near
the mouth of the river). Regarding the wreck,
the Santa Barbara Independent says that the boat
had been out of Gray’s harbor 6 days and during
that time had been in cloudy and foggy weather
constantly, having never been able to take a
bearing.”
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“As a consequence, the Captain did not know
where he was until he heard the whistle off Port
Harford (Avila), and knowing that he was t0o
close to land he bore out to sea two points, or at
least attempted to do so. Soon after that the
wind went down and she encountered a current
that bore her on the reef at Surf in spite of all
that could be done.”

“A dense fog made it impossible for the
Captain to tell where he was when the vessel
was grounded. He didn’t know what kind of
place it was to land. Realizing the seriousness
of the situation, he lowered a life boat and
placing his wife and two little daughters in it
sent the first mate and two sailors about a mile
out to sea, so they would not dash their boat into
the stranded vessel or on the rocks. The little
boat was also caught in the current and it was
with great difficulty that it was kept within sight
of the lights on the ship.”

“The boat occupants were drenched in the
heavy sea and nearl(?f frozen from exposure.
Near daylight the 2™ mate started out with a
boat in search of the craft containing the woman
and children, but his boat capsized, and in a
heroic struggle managed to swim ashore 4 miles
below Surf. A railroad crew, seeing him
struggling in the water, came to his assistance as
he tried to get through the breakers and carried
him to Surf.”

“By the aid of a raft the Captain managed to
get through the high breakers with his family
and 4 sailors, but not without very hard work.
The small crowd that had collected at the beach
expected every moment to see the raft dashed to
pieces and the people drowned.”



and the north side of the lake was lined with
duck blinds.
BRIDGES

The Lompoc Landing at Purisima Point and
then the Meherin wharf built in 1888. 2 miles
south of the Lompoc Landing, were most
accessible via a ford across the river just
upstream from the lagoon. When the river was
flooding the wagon trip to the wharfs took the
long way around across the Robinson bridge
east of Lompoc. The Dyer crossing bridge was
built in the fall of 1889. however even then a
bridge was most wanted at the lower crossing.

Lompoc merchants wanted Central Avenue
10 be extended on a direct line 1o Ocean Avenue
o facilitate freighting and proposed a bridge
over the slough between DeWolfe and Artesia
avenues. The bridge. later known as the Baroda
crossing. in that vicinity, was built In 1892.

The Southern Pacific rail line reached the
Santa Ynez River June 10, 1896 and the “town”
of Bridgeport sprang up on the north side of the
lagoon. A temporary rail bridge was constructed
across the mouth of the Santa Ynez river and by
Dec. 3. 1896 the buildings in Bridgeport were
~removed to Surf which promises to become @
metropolis.”

: ce Park La |
“This aerial view was taken after the cabins were removed
in 1942. It shows the v-turnaround in the upper left. The
Surf station was just off the picture above that.

The permanent cantilever bridge was com-
pleted in April 1897 and it seemed certain the
RR construction would continue south. however
it was halted four more years at Surf.

THE TURNAROUND AND BARODA

A Y turnaround had been laid south of the
lagoon and the “town” of Baroda replaced
Bridgeport as a railroad community waiting for
4 continuation of the coastal route. Baroda was
between the railroad and the steep hillside south
of the lagoon. In February 1899 the railroad
people said they would build a spur nto
Lompoc from Qurf at once if right of way would
be tendered. That was done, and tracks were
extended into Lompoc. The first train arrived at
the Lompoc depot on June 22, 1899. Ware-
houses were built near the east end of the
turnaround. There was some commerce be-
tween Lompoc and Baroda. Lompoc merchants
sold supplies in Baroda. and for some “wets” in
Lompoc liquor became available there since it
was not available in Lompoc.

The railroad soon replaced the need for
shipping by sea. The Meherin wharf had al-
ready been destroyed by a storm in 1893 and the
Lompoc Landing wharf was damaged by a ship
in 1898 and ships limited their commerce there
after that.
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and buggies, and some on a special train. at least
2000 people had made their way to Ocean Park.
The grandstand over-flowed to all the hillside
around and raised banks of the railroad track.
First there were foot races, then bicycle races
and horse and buggy races, followed by a big
barbecue at noon.

After lunch there were motorcycle races
preceding the patiently awaited auto race. Can-
field’s Ford was running second through early
laps but then got past Huyck and stayed in first
place the rest of the race. Sweeney’s E-M-F
couldn’t keep up with the Fords and was never a
threat. Beuterbaugh’s seat broke off so he had
to stop to fix it and could never recover.
Canfield came in first and won $200; Huyck
was second and won $100; Sweeney won the
$50 third place prize. Canfield’s time for the 50
miles was one hour and 13 minutes and an
average speed of 41 miles per hour.

Canfield

One month later August 5, 1913, after an
inspection of the two county parks — the Ocean
Park of 40 acres at Surf and the 17 acre Santa
Rosa Park, the county horticultural commis-
sioner reported to the Board of Supervisors that
the citizens of Lompoc have manifested a
creditable interest in the Lompoc Park. By
making the place beautiful it will be a standing
advertisement to the traveling public passing by.
The acquisition of these parks in newly opened
portions of the county is a notable achievement
and one that will grow in importance each vear.

October 30, 1914 — Lompoc Record The big
fish have been coming into the mouth of the
river near Surf in large numbers all week and
the local sportsmen have been enjoying
...landing big ones...depending on skill and
luck. Fred Teatsworth landed six beauties in
less than an hour...

January 18, 1918 — Southern Pacific
Company is opening a channel through the sand
bar at the mouth of the river. Fisherman hope
the big trout will come in from the ocean.

In 1920 it was noted that “An immense

 billboard advertising the Lompoc Valley will be

erected at Ocean Park near Surf. The sign will
e so placed that it can easily be read by
Southern Pacific passengers.”



W. H. SUDDEN, MANAGER.

LUMBER DEALERS

“The vessel went aground near land owned
by Capt. Sudden, who had the principal interest
in the ship which bore his name.”

In a later newspaper article it was reported:
“The barkentine, Robert Sudden. lying on the
beach at Surf, has a sandbar formed by sand
leading out to it until at low tide one can walk
out to the vessel and last Sunday a great many
ladies watched their chance and made their way
out to the boat with their low shoes on. A
temporary wharf has been built by H. H. Seale
who purchased the cargo of lumber from the
insurance companies, and teams can drive out t0
the vessel and lumber can be loaded onto the
wagons.” ‘

“Every vestige of her cargo has been saved
and her rigging, machinery and furniture, etc.
recovered and disposed of. Now the hull is
being blasted.” W. R. Smith built two homes
out of the lumber at 419 North H Street.

As late as 20 years later children played in
the skeleton of the ship and picnickers on the
beach gathered near the remains of the ship and
used it as a windbreak.

SYBIL MARSTON WRECKED
January 12, 1909

Not far to the south of where the Robert
Sudden was wrecked. the merchant steamer,
Svbil Marston with 1.1 million board feet of
lumber ran aground in a storm. The coast near
Surf was strewn with lumber from the wreck. In
mid-winter at low tide, a skeleton of the ship
can still be seen on the beach a mile south of the
Surf train station.

Several houses in Lompoc were built from
the salvaged lumber. The house at 326 South H
Street was built in 1909 by Robert Smith and
used 12 by 12 timbers from the wreck in its
foundation structure.

OCEAN PARK, JULY 4, 1913

The Grand Opening of Ocean Park was
celebrated by close to 2000 people from
Lompoc and other nearby towns. The main
event of the day was a 50-mile auto race for cars
of 30 horsepower or under. Al Canfield in his
speedy Ford won the big money in this event.

The 1912 auto race was an exciting affair,
using the streets of Lompoc as part of the “race
track” Plans for a repeat in 1913 came to a halt
when the city trustees decided they could not
close the streets for racing. Race enthusiasts
were not to be denied! Santa Barbara County
was in the process of buying 40 acres at the
mouth of the Santa Ynez River to create Ocean
Park. Ben Grossi and Fourth District Supervisor
Hardenbrook got permission from J. C. Maretti
who still owned the property to build a race
track on the proposed park land. They got the
go ahead.

Soon the race committee had raised funds,
got 20 citizens to help cut and remove the
weeds, secured an eight-horse grader to lay out
a race course and got a steam roller to flatten it.
They built a grandstand to hold 400 people. In
just 24 days all that was needed to accommodate
the big crowd at Ocean Park was built and ready
for racing.

On Friday, July 4, 1913, the town of Lompoc
was virtually deserted. In their autos. horses
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THE LAGOON

The Lagoon at the mouth of the Santa Ynez
River provided plenty of recreation beyond
hunting and fishing. Row boats and canoes and
later speedboats for water skiing were launched
using a boat ramp. The ocean was too
dangerous so the lake was also used for
swimming. There were barbecue pits available
so after a big day on the beach and in and on the
lagoon big appetites were satisfied. Snack time
during the day meant a hike to Morinini Store at
nearby Surf for candy bars.

A winter activity that became a scene to
watch was the opening of the sandbar to let the
river flow into the sea so the steelhead could
swim to their spawning grounds in the pools
way up the Santa Ynez River. That event
attracted fishermen from near and far.

If teenagers tired of water activities, they
could climb up and run on the top of freight cars
often parked on the Y near the cabins. Those
were simpler times and it’s a wonder some of us
survived to serve on the Historical Society
board...

Swimrsuit-stys'of dys long ago: ‘ “"’:
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CABINS DISPERSED IN 1942

Camp Cooke was established in 1942 at the
outset of WWII and the Government took over
all the property around Surf, including Ocean
Park. The cabins were not torn down. They
were moved and were put to good use. The
McCabe cabin was moved to North H Street to
the McCabe property and was remodeled inside
and was divided to provide a kitchenette and a
bedroom. Many servicemen’s wives came to
Lompoc and this and other Ocean Park cabins
fulfilied a need due to scarce housing in town
during the War.

Cabins were moved to alleys in back of
homes. One can be seen on the alley on North
C Street next to the Foursquare church. A
couple cabins were moved to Rivaldi’s dairy on
Purisima Road between the Mission and high-
way 246. After the War, the McCabe cabin was
moved to highway 246 between the River Park
entrance and Hibbits walnut grove and is part of
a house there.

THE PARK LIVES ON

Ocean Park was not the same after WWII,
however it remains a county park. Perhaps the
changes are best described in a 1959 article by
Lompoc Record editor, Ken Adam in his
popular “Something About Nothing” weekly
feature under the heading: MISCELLANEOUS
MEANDERINGS...“just to show how times
change. we revisited Ocean Park the other day and
found it had most of its old virtues. There was water
to swim in for the kids. Some of the most beautiful
sand dunes in the world were still there. The Pacific
continued to offer its treasure trove of sand dollars,
drift wood, shells and jetsam. The trains roared
through with their old-time majesty. We contracted
Just as much sunburn as we did 35 years ago.

“But on the other hand, there was a shortage of
restroom facilities. ~ There were no electrical
connections for trailers. The water was a trifle
brackish. There were no life guards. The speedboat
ramp was inadequate. Someone had forgotten the
public address system.

“Really. there was plenty of reason to complain
as some were doing. But then we remembered the
summers we spent at Ocean Park. There were two
horrible two-holers.  Lighting was provided by
kerosene lamps until some wise man came up with
the Coleman lantern. It was our job to bring fresh
water from the railroad siding at Surf. Water wings
sufficed for life guards. Anyone could push off in a



CABINS AT THE PARK

By 1918, Monte Huyck owned a cabin at
Ocean Park in partnership with his step-father,
Walter Calvert and uncle Jim Richardson. The
cabin was called “The WalJiMont” (Walter, Jim
and Monte). There was a community of cabins
at Ocean Park and summers found a large
population of Lompoc citizens gathering there.

A June 20, 1923 Lompoc Record article said:
“The usual summer exodus to Lompoc Ocean
Park has started and before the week is out
several families will be established in their
camps.”

“The new road into the park is a vast
improvement, much appreciated by those who
make the trip...Those who are already located
there are Mr. and Mrs. F. B. Moore, the L. E.
Heiges family. the D. B. Daniels, and several of
the clerks from Moore Mercantile Company
keep bachelors quarters in the WalJiMont cabin.”

One of the cabins was moved into Ocean
Park from Bridgeport just north of the lagoon.
Other cabins were moved from the Whitehills
J-M company town near the plant in Espana
Canvon. There was a caretakers cabin at Ocean
Park. A list of other owners includes the
“WalliMont” cabin and the cabins owned by
families: McCabe, Rudolph, Adam, Harden-
brook. Smith and many others. There were
cabins owned by duck hunters and fishermen Ocean Park picnic - 1930 eva - Henning and VanClief families
from Santa Barbara and Los Angeles. Piato JaECRRE S I

Ocean Park cabins. BBQ pits, picnic tables,
boat launching facilities and other amenities
were an attraction. but a trip to the park would
not be complete without strolling on the beach
or digging in the sand, with the breakers in view
far to the north and south.

 Shows cabins and bbq pits that ¢ there.

Ocean Park not long before the cabins were removed
early in WWII by the Army at Camp Cooke.
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row boat from shore and when the word needed to
be passed. mother did it. loud and clear.

“Truly it was a barbaric existence we lived those
summers at the shore. Though they are among our
happiest memories of boyhood. we suppose they
should have gotten someone in trouble with the
authorities.”

OCEAN PARK NEWS
By Fred A. Parker

Fred Parker was the last of perhaps four Gcean
Park Carelakers. He submitled a weekly article for
publication in the Lompoc Record. The Sepr. 27,
1935 article contained the following newsy notes:

Mrs. Clara Westrope. Mrs. S.B. Dimock, Mrs. Mary
Dimock. and Mrs. J.M. Dimock visited Miss Hattie
Tolladay at Ocean Park Friday.

Joe Alves and family tried their luck at angling Friday.

Mrs. William Zvolneck and Mrs. Sam Ray brought a
party of voung anglers...Saturday. They were Billy
Zvolneck. Howard. Donald and Richard Ray. The boys
all caught a few fish.

Sherman Hyuck at near-by “Huyckville™. was caretaker
of Ocean Park for many of its early years.

Mr. and Mrs. 1.G. Rasor and two girls fished here
Saturday. Ed Ricketts and party were other anglers here
Saturday.

Lawrence Libeu of the county forestry service
inspected the fire extinguishers at Ocwan Park Saturday.

Mr. and Mrs. H.H. Henning and Horace Reed and
family were visitors here Sunday.

Mr. and Mrs. Phil Tognetti Mr. and Mrs. Lyle
Hibbard. and Mr. and Mrs. Mike Atkinson and Mr. and
Mrs. F. Atkinson picnicked at Ocean Park Sunday.

Mr. and Mrs. G.A. Barmes. Victor Kolding, Leah and
Leon Barnes were visitors here Sunday. and Leah was the
only swimmer we observed in the water thart day.

George Horn and family, Louis Graton and family. and
1.0. Graton and sons were just a few more Sunday
visitors.

Mr. and Mrs. Lester Douglass of Lompoc and Mrs.
C.E. Holliwell of Los Angeles visited Ocean Park on
Monday. spending the night in the L.S. Douglass cabin.
The Holliwells are old friends of Mrs. Douglass.

Mrs. William Charlton and daughter Lois. and Mrs.
James Galanos of Surf enjoyed a picnic at Ocean Park.

Mr. G.F. Learned brought 1.B. Elkins to Ocean Park
Monday for a brief visit with the caretaker. Mr. Elkins
was the first post master to hand mail to the writer in
Lompoc in 1895. He...left Lompoc in 1898 but has seen
nothing he likes as well as Santa Barbara county and has
returned here to make his home.
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