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‘A ROSE GARDEN IN SANTA RITA”

DITTMAN FAMILY MEMORIES

including A ROSE FOR MARY

By Betty Kolding Dittman & Richard Dittman

An effort has been made on pages 1-4 in this
Legacy to capture the essence of extensive research
by Richard Dittman of library records, census and
the public vital records of the life of his great
grandfather, Carl Dittman. Some material was
provided by the Lompoc Valley Historical Society.
The family memories of Charles “Doc” Dittman
and the touching, late in life gift by Carl Dittman
. of-a Rose for Mary, are on pages 5 thru 8.

CARL DITTMAN

Carl August Dittmann was born in Berlin Stadt,
Brandenberg, Kingdom of Prussia November 7,
1825. His parents were Wilhelm Dittmann and
Johanne Ohlbrecht. In his early teens Carl went to
sea from Euckermunde as a cook’s boy on Captain
Ratmann’s ship. In February 1842 he had risen to
the rank of able bodied seaman, and was sailing on
the Martinet under Capt. Morton from Liverpool to
Quebec and back. His next voyage (seeking warmer
climes) was to the West Indies and back.

“CHARLEY BROWN”

On the following trip from Liverpool to Val-
paraiso on the English Brig Euphemia, while Carl
Dittmann was signing on, Captain John Nightengale
seemed to have trouble spelling Dittmann and is said
to have exclaimed, “Aw hell, you’re Charley
Brown.” The ship sailed on January 19, 1843. From
Valparaiso they sailed to Honolulu arriving Dec. 13,
1843. Carl Dittmann a.k.a. Charley Brown then
sailed on the brigantine, Juanita to Monterey in
January 1844. From Monterey he came to Santa
Barbara that spring. He was probably the first
German to take up residence in Santa Barbara.

“HAWAITANS” IN SANTA BARBARA

The Californians responded more warmly to
traders from the Sandwich Islands “The Venice of
the Pacific” than men from Boston. William Good-
win Dana was Captain of the Brig Waverly, the first
ship flying the Hawaiian flag arriving in Santa
Barbara (in 1826). He was one of five Americans to
marry daughters of Carlos Carrillo. Dana married

Variations in spelling of names occur in various documents.
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showed Charles Ditman, age 46, carpenter, $4000
real estate, $350 personal property, born in Prussia,
and Jane Ditman, age 19, living at home, born in
California. 21-year-old Charles Ditman was a day
laborer and was living separately.

On May 1, 1872 Mary J. Dittman (now 20)
married Benjamin W.C. Brown in Santa Barbara. In
May, 1873, Carl Dittman gave his daughter, Mary
Jane Brown, “in consideration of love and affection”
a belated wedding gift, all the real property on the

northwest side of Guteirrez Street between State
Street and Anacapa Street (a half a block from her
childhood home.) Mary Jane and Benjamin were
married for 11 years and apparently had no children.
Benjamin died Sept. 7, 1883. Mary Jane (Maria
Juana) Brown never remarried. In an interview in
1922 she told how her brother, Charles Dittman had
been an otter hunter. Later he became a sailor and
was lost at sea in 1894 when his ship sank. He had
given her an otter pelt she had saved, and claimed it
was worth $7,000. She died a widow in Santa
Barbara June 8, 1929, age 78 and is buried at
Calvary Cemetery.

Carl Francisca
Dittman Cascarefia
ak.a. 1830
Charley 18607
Brown
1825
1901
Carlos Maria (Mary
Brown Juana Jane)
1849 Brown
1894* 1850
*unconfirmed 1929

CARL AND MARGARET DITTMAN
Carl Dittman married 2" Margaret Whitfield,
from Sydney, Australia in 1872. Her parents were
originally from Ireland. She was age 25 (born Sept.
21, 1848). He was over twice her age. They were
married in Santa Barbara.
They had 8 children:
Ellen Frances b. Oct. 25, 1872 Santa Barbara
. Lewis Carl b. Mar. 28, 1874 d. Feb. 15, 1875
Herman Thomas b. Jan. 1875 Santa Barbara
Ludwig Carl b. Feb. 18, 1878 Santa Barbara
Charles b. Feb. 22, 1880 Santa Barbara
Alfred August b. Feb. 17, 1882 Santa Barbara
Anna Wilhelmina b. Nov. 8, 1889, Santa Rita
Henry Whitfield b. Dec. 13, 1890 Santa Rita
Margaret (Whitfield) Dittman was only two years
older than her step-daughter Mary Jane Brown. It is
interesting that Mary Brown was chosen as god-
mother of Herman Thomas Dittman and Ludwig
Carl Dittman. Margaret and Mary had a long and
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satisfying relationship. (Well, they argued over the
distribution of some furniture when the house on
State Street was sold.)

Santa Rita Schoolhouse

long years after illustrious
graduates had attended there.

Teacher Arthur Hapgood

Olympic champion Ernest “Nick” Carter
Attorneys Jim Randles and Frank Hoover

Major general Hubert Hoover

among other good people.
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SANTA RITA (STUART)

Carl Dittman bought 40 acres from Charles
Beckwith in the 1880’s, perhaps early in 1888. A
new Santa Rita school had just replaced the old
school when the Dittmans arrived on the scene. Five
of Carl and Margaret’s children were of age to swell
the class size for teachers Emma Day and John
Curryer in 1888. The old Santa Rita School had
been in session from as early as 1881 when E. F.
Woods was teacher there.

Settlers had contested with the Santa Rita Rancho
over rights to government land between the Santa
Rita and Santa Rosa Ranchos. The settlers hired a
lawyer from San Francisco named James T. Stuart
who successfully won the grant dispute in their
favor. They gave the name “Stuart” to the little
village in his honor. A post office was established
Nov. 20, 1885 in the settlement of Stuart in the
home of George Ingamells, the first postmaster. His
house was located near the Santa Rita Schoolhouse
on the old stagecoach road between Lompoc and Los
Alamos. That route apparently went up the Santa
Rita road, over the Purisima hills and down Canyon
de Santa Rosa to San Antonio road. The Drum
Canyon road became the route much later.

Carl Dittman died January 11, 1901. He was 75-
years-old. He was preceded in death by his daughter
Ellen (Dittman) Dill and his last two children, Anna
Wilhelmina Dittman and Henry Whitfield Dittman.
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Josefa and Luis T. Burton married Antonia. Burton
was a fur trapper and took up otter-hunting with
Captain Dana.

Later, Carl Dittman(n), the young adventurer,
arrived in Santa Barbara, coming from Monterey
after sailing there from Honolulu. He worked as a
storekeeper for Captain James Scott in Santa
Barbara in 1844. In April 1845 he joined Sparks,
Nidever and Breck in the lucrative otter hunting
adventure.

Working their way up the coast in 1846, the
hunters stopped in Monterey and found that the
American Navy was in possession of the port. It
was the first they knew of the war with Mexico.
When they returned to Santa Barbara all in the party
were arrested except Bill Fife (a Scot) and Charley
Brown (a German). Charley Brown (Dittman) never
did take sides, and continued otter hunting. No one
(except perhaps a Padre or two at the mission)
objected to his liaison with an Indian neophyte from
mission San Luis Rey, named Francisca Cascarena.

GOLD MINES AND CHILDREN

Carl Dittman, also known as Charles Brown, left
Santa Barbara in March 1849 and went to the
Stanislaus Diggings. He returned to Santa Barbara
after two months of successful gold mining. He had
$1030 which must have given Francisca Cascarena
some satisfaction for presented him with a son,
Charles Brown, that same year. Dittman bought a
home, “Casa de Olive”, on State Street from the
estate of Captain Scott on Aug. 9, 1850 as California
was becoming a state.

Francisca Cascarefia was born at Mission San
Luis Rey ca.1830. She was then 20-years-old when
she gave birth to her and Carl Dittman’s second
child, a daughter, Maria Juana (Mary Jane) Brown
October 16, 1850. The census listed Carlos Brown
of Prussia as the father. Again he had gone in search
of gold in the Stanislaus diggings, but after 4 months
he only earned $500.00. Oct. 29, 1850, the U.S.
Census of Santa Barbara lists Charles Brown, age
25, no occupation, born in Prussia, married within
the last year (no date or place).

OTTER HUNTING AND THE
LOST WOMAN OF SAN NICOLAS

John Nidever and other Americans were engaged
in Otter hunting near the Channel Islands when
California was under Mexican rule and continued
through the transition to U.S. control. There was
competition from Aleutian Natives brought to the
California coast by Russians or possibly American
ships involved in the lucrative pelt trade.

In an incident on San Nicolas Island in 1835 the
Aleuts killed all the male natives on the Island
leaving only the women to survive. It seems likely
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the mission Padres asked the American otter hunters
to remove the women from San Nicolas. John
Nidever reported that Isaac Sparks, a man named
Williams and another man from Los Angeles went to
San Nicolas, gathered the women together and
brought them to San Pedro. Some were taken to Los
Angeles and some to mission San Gabriel.

Before they left the Island, one woman ran inland
to bring her baby to the ship. They waited for her to

return, but wind conditions caused them to sail
without her. Circumstances prevented a rescue
attempt for the “Lost Woman of San Nicolas”.

16 years later, in 1852, Charles Brown (Carl
Dittman) joined John Nidever in an ofter hunting
expedition to San Nicolas Island. The year before,
Nidever had seen signs of the woman’s presence on
the Island. Now, he and Charles Brown began
searching the area and found a basket and other
signs of a person living there. They spent four days,
busy hunting otters, and sailing conditions prevented
them from searching the whole Island.

They returned in July 1853. This time they set
out to find and recover the woman if possible.
Charles Brown finally found footprints in the sand
and searching the area above the beach, he finally
found the “lost” woman sitting in her shelter. She
surprised him by “receiving him with much dignity
and politeness, bowing and smiling with ease and
self possession.”

She took possessions she thought appropriate
(including blubber and a decaying seals head) and
joined the otter hunting party. She lived at their
camp for a month while they successfully hunted
otter, then she sailed with them to Santa Barbara.
The “Lost Woman of San Nicolas” created quite a
stir. Mission Padres tried to find natives who might
understand her language to no avail. Alas, she
indulged in fruit to excess and would not eat her
island diet of blubber to save her self. She delighted
in children playing around her in Nidever’s garden
even as she dozed in the sun, losing strength day by
day. She died four months after her rescue.

CHARLES BROWN (DITTMAN)
AND FRANCISCA

Seven years later, in the 1860 census, Charles
Brown, age 36, was listed as an otter hunter and had
$2000 worth of real estate and $1000 personal
property. His wife, Francisca Brown was 30 and his
two children, Charles and Juana Brown were ages 12
and 10. April 11, 1861 (recorded April 25), Charles
Dittman, also known as Charles Brown declared he
was the“father of Charles Cascarefia, age 12 and
Juana Cascarena, age 11; their mother: Fransisca
Cascarena, (was) formerly of Mission San Luis Rey.”

Francisca had died before the 1870 census which




A ROSE FOR MARY

By Betty Kolding Dittman and Richard Dittman
Members of LVHS

FOREWORD

Charles Dittman, who was generally
called by his nickname “Doc,” dictated
memoirs to his nephew Henry Dittman on
November 26, 1960 at Doc’s home in
Sonora, California. Let’s start with a little
background.

Doc’s Certificate of Baptism from Our
Lady of Sorrows Church in Santa Barbara
states, “Charles Ditman, child of Charles
Ditman and Magi Ditman, was born on the
22™ day of February 1880, ...”

Because of his birth date, Doc was also
known as George Washington Dittman; see
for example, 1930 US Census, California,
Santa Barbara County, ED 40, sheet 12A,
line 35. The name George is misleading to
genealogical researchers.

In the following transcription of Doc’s
memoirs, you will find that our comments
are enclosed in brackets: [ ].

DOC’S MEMOIRS

“I was born in Santa Barbara, California,
February 22, 1880. I was the fifth child of
Carl and Margaret Dittman. My brothers
and sisters were Lewis Carl who died in
infancy and is buried in Santa Barbara.
Next was Frances Ellen [Ella], born in Santa
Barbara, married Frank Dill in Santa Rita on
February 17, 1892, passed away January 20,
1895 leaving one son Carl Dill believed still
living in Benicia, California.

“Next in line was Herman [Herm]
Thomas born [left blank] in Santa Barbara.
Next came Ludwig [Lu] Carl, born February
2, 1878. I’'m next in line. Then Alfred [Alf]
Augustus, born February 17, 1882, also in
Santa Barbara.

“About 1888 my father having sold his
property in Santa Barbara, we moved to the
Santa Rita area where Dad purchased ranch
property [40 acres for $4,000 from Charles
A. Beckwith on August 22, 1887]. It was
here that Anna Wilhelmina [Mina] and
Henry Whitfield [Whitty] were born [on
April 29, 1888 and December 13, 1890,
respectively]. Whitty died November 10,
1895, followed by Mina who died on the 3™
of January 1896.

“My earliest recollections are of Santa
Barbara and our home on State Street
between Haley and Gutierrez Streets. The
property on State Street was purchased by
my father when California belonged to
Mexico. [Carl had been a storekeeper for
Captain James Scott in the spring of 1844
and subsequently probably rented a house
from him. Carl bought Doc’s home, named
the “Casa de Olive,” on State Street from the
estate of Captain Scott on August 19, 1850,
before California became a state.] On the
property was a very large fig tree, the butt
being about 3 feet in diameter. The
branches being so large that my dad had to
drill the tree and install iron bolts to help
support the limbs.

Carl Margaret
Dittman 2%  Whitfield
1825 1848
1901 1931
| I | l | l |
Ellen Lewis Herman Ludwig Charles Alfred Anna Henry
Francis Cart Thomas Carl Dittman August Wilhelmina Whitfield
Dittman Dittman Dittman Dittman 1880 Dittman Dittman Dittman
1872 1874 1875 1878 1961 1882 1888 1890
1895 1875 1949 1958 1959 1896 1895
“Ella” “Herm” “Lu” “Doc” “Alf "Mina” “Whitty”



The Kolding farm about 1916 looking west
Anna Wilhelmina, called Mina, was his favorite, and (Just west of the Dittman acreage).

he mourned her death. His neighbors were the
Koldings who had a daughter, Mary. Mary Kolding
was about the same age as Mina Dittman and she
reminded old Carl of his deceased daughter. When
he would often visited the Koldings he would take a
rose from his garden and give it as g Rose for Mary.
Almost two years after the long and colorful life
of Carl Dittman had come to an end, the Stuart post
office a mile up the road, was discontinued Nov. 15,
1902.  Local residents appealed for and received
another post office on May 19, 1909. By then the
name “Santa Rita” took precedence and the name
“Stuart” was lost to antiquity. Fred F. Tunnel was
commissioned postmaster of the Santa Rita post
office, followed by Frank M. Rice on Feb. 1 1, 1911,
That post office was discontinued Mar. 31, 1914,
Carl Dittman’s second wife, Margaret lived to be
81 when she died March 19, 1931, less than two
years after her step-daughter, Mary Jane Brown.
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“During Easter my [Catholic] mother,
Ella, Herm, Lu, Alf, and I would stay at the
Santa Ynez Mission, which was about 25
miles distant. (Dad being a Lutheran did not
attend.) We would stay at the Mission for a
week during this time. We four kids slept in
a % bed. The Mission was cared for by a
family named Donahue. The ham and bacon
were hung from the rafters while being
smoked and at night would be covered by
roosting flies.

“Alf, Nellie and Lizzie Donahue, and I
spent most of our time hunting pigeon eggs,
while Herm and Lu went to church or
studied their catechism.

“The Mission was in good condition.
During Easter services the Santa Kota Indian
tribe, some 75 or 100 men, women, and
children would attend. They dressed in
loud, colorful costumes and big hats, rode
bareback mostly, some with saddles. They
were a quiet tribe of excellent behavior.
Father Farley, Father Lack, and Father
Butler were the priests then serving Mass at
the Mission.”

AFTERTHOUGHTS

Doc never got around to dictating notes
about his later life. In addition to playing
with the Donahue girls at Mission Santa
Ynez, he played with the Kolding kids at
home on the Santa Rita. Mary Kolding,
born on April 9, 1886 in Nipomo, was a
frequent visitor to the Dittman farm.
Tragedy struck the Dittman family when
Doc’s only two sisters and youngest brother
all died within thirteen months of each other
in 1895-96. The surviving brothers all
commented how their father Carl was
especially affected by the death of his
daughter Mina, who was named after his
sister who stayed in Germany.

Mary filled the gap in the Dittman family
caused by the loss of Mina. Carl always
gave a rose to Mary from his garden when
he visited the nearby Kolding family. Doc’s
nephew Henry Dittman talked about
publishing these collective memories as “A
Rose for Mary,” but never did.

Carl Dittman died in 1901 at home in
Santa Rita and is buried at Evergreen
Cemetery in Lompoc. A few years later the
family farm was sold. In 1910 Doc and his
brother Alf were living with their mother on
H-Street in Lompoc. In 1913 the three of
them began working as renters on the El
Chorro part of Rancho San Julian.

Meanwhile, in 1905 Mary Kolding
married Fred Olinger from Lompoc and
gave birth to six children. Fred died of
influenza in 1918 in Oakland, where Mary
remained until returning to Lompoc shortly
after 1930. Meanwhile, Doc’s mother
Margaret suffered from dementia, died in
Napa in 1931, and is buried at Evergreen
Cemetery.

Doc and Mary, who had known each
other as children at Santa Rita, met again,
They married in Lompoc on March 3, 1933,
but had no children. Doc continued farming
with his brother Alf at Rancho San Julian.

At that time Mary’s two brothers Vincent
and Hans Kolding were farmers in row crop
farming. The irrigation system in that part
of Lompoc Valley could not support row
crops, so the two Kolding brothers and their
families moved to the Modesto area in 193 8,
where a third brother Lars had already
established himself,

Doc and Mary, as well as Doc’s
unmarried brother Alf, moved to Waterford
(near Modesto) to be near the rest of the
Kolding family in 1942. Doc and Mary had
their own farm, and AIf worked for Vincent
Kolding until he retired.

* Editor’s note: Antonio Pablo Cota, an engineer from Spain, accompanied Padre
Serra, designing water systems for the missions. (He was granted Rancho Santa Rosa for
his efforts.) He developed the water system at Mission Santa Ynez and carried it to a
mission mill via Zanja de Cota. (Cota’s ditch! — sometimes called Sanja Cota). The
mission Indians were moved to the banks of the Zanja de Cota in 1855, and in 1939 the
mission deeded the land to the Dept. of Interior. Now the poor Chumash tribe makes
millions there at the Casino. The Dittman boys never would have imagined it!



“The railroad at that time passed near the
house and ended at Elwood Street™ We kids
were in the habit of placing pins on the track
for the train to pass over and flatten.

“Qur neighbors were the Forbushes who
lived to the south of us; their home faced the
railroad tracks. McCorkys were neighbors
on our rear. Further on were the Leyvas.
Further down the street were the Warns who
had one child named “Willy.” The Forbush
children (about three of them) were older
than we kids and I don’t recall much about
them. Willy Warn died while we were
living in Santa Barbara.

“At this time my father was a landscape
gardener and also did carpentry work,
having given up [otter] hunting activities
which he had engaged in for years. During
the gold rush Dad tried his hand at the
mines, making two trips on horseback [to
the Stanislaus diggings near Sonora], one in
1849 and again in 1850.

“His second trip was not as successful as
the first. Also the treatment of Chinese and
other groups by the miners was not to his
liking, so he returned to Santa Barbara and
continued his otter hunting activities.

“We left Santa Barbara on a steamer in
1888, after disposing of the property, and
landed at Lompoc Landing [located between
the mouth of the Santa Ynez River and Point
Purisima]. From there our furniture was
moved by wagon to the Santa Rita. Dad
carried Alfred on his back from the house to
the ship.

“After landing at Lompoc Landing we
stayed at Landsdale Hotel while waiting for
a wagon to carry our furniture to the Santa
Rita. There being no freight lines operating
at the time, the nearby farmers hauled their
produce to Lompoc Landing for shipment by
water to San Francisco. It was no problem
to engage transportation to Santa Rita.

“While living in Santa Barbara we kids
were in the habit of stoning the Chinese
workers who were building the railroad
through Santa Barbara.  Yanking their
pigtails was another pastime, which caused
us to be chased all over town by these
orientals. [From the behavior of his boys
and his experience during the gold rush, Carl
Dittman moved his family out of Santa
Barbara, probably because his boys were
becoming uncivilized.]

“Dad worked for a man named Busick
while in Santa Barbara. Do not recall the
nature of Mr. Busick’s business. My mother
worked [as a seamstress] for Dr. Shaw until
her marriage to my father.

“Upon our arrival in Santa Rita, where
Dad had purchased property from Charley
Beckwith, Herm, Lu, myself, and Alf
headed for a corn field where we smoked
corn silk. Most of the ranch was rented out,
but Dad did raise some beans where Herm
would drive the team and Dad would hold
the plow (a single plow).

“The last load fired out of Dad’s [octagon
barrel, percussion] rifle, the one in the Santa
Barbara Historical Society and the one he
used all his life [for otter hunting] was into
an oak tree on the left side of Wilburn
Canyon, the only large tree in the area.

“Our neighbors on the Santa Rita were
Charles Beckwith on the southwest. Old
man Beckwith’s place was also southwest.
Henry Gifford lived about % of a mile to the
west. Charley Eddy lived south of us. The
school at that time was about 1 mile from
our place with about 75 students and two
teachers. The Stuart Post Office was about
1% miles from us. Alfred and Herm
attended high school in Lompoc, but Ella,
Lu, and I did not.

* Editor’s note: It was Elwood Station. The track went past Goleta and got as far as
ended at a turntable for 14 years. The collapse
of the economic boom in 1887 ended westward construction of the railroad beyond that
point after Nov. 12, 1887. (For some reason one “I”” was dropped from “Ellwood”.)

Ellwood Cooper’s olive ranch and dead-
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When Doc retired from farming, he and
Mary moved to Sonora to be near Mary’s
children from her first marriage. Doc died
on October 16, 1961 in Sonora. Mary then
returned to Lompoc, where she died on
October 4, 1970. Both are buried at
Evergreen Cemetery.

One coauthor of this article (Betty
Kolding Dittman) is the niece of Mary.
Betty was living with her parents Vincent
and Neva Kolding in Patterson during World
War II. Betty remembers her Aunt Mary as
“just a kind and gentle soul; a very nice
sense of humor that went along with Doc.”
She remembers Doc as “kind of a tease;
always interesting.”

Doc’s nephew Norman (Tad) Dittman,
son of Herman Dittman, came to visit Alf in
1942 and met Betty. A second link between
the Dittman and Kolding families was
forged when Tad married Betty in Modesto
on November 9, 1946. There were no
children from this marriage. Tad and Betty
continued farming until his retirement in
1977. Tad died on September 25, 1995, and
Betty continues to live in Modesto.

The other co-author of this article is the
son of Henry Dittman and lives in
Milwaukee, Wisconsin. Henry’s father was

Mary Kolding married 1% Frederick Neal Olinger
married 2" Charles “Doc” Dittman

“Vincent” Kolding married Neva Estelle Robison
Their daughter, Neva Betty married 1* George Morehart
Betty married 2™ Norman Dittman

Dittman family members
at rest in Lompoc Evergreen Cemetery

Charles Dittman Freda Fischer Dittman

1825 - 1901 1883 - 1966
Margaret Whitfield Dittman Charles Dittman
1848 - 1931 1880 - 1961
Ellen Dittman Dill Mary Kolding Dittman
1872 - 1896 1886 - 1970
Thomas Dittman Alfred Dittman
1875 - 1949 1882 — 1959
Ruby Ryan Dittman Anna Dittman
1886 - 1936 1888 - 1896

Ludwig Dittman Henry Dittman
1878 - 1958 1890 - 1895
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