Continued
from
Lompoc
Legacy
No. 93
“Lompoc -
The Valley
Beautiful”

(Una[.s cgam MOUEAs ()2--

Lompoc became a war-time Boomtown in 1941 when Uncle Sam transformed vast
Jesus Maria Rancho into an equally vast Army reservation — Camp Cooke. The Army
cantonment is located six miles from the city and stretches to the north and south,
covering more than 90,000 acres. Because the city is near the sea, it was inevitable that
the Navy and Coast Guard should also make an appearance in the area. These three
branches of the nation’s armed forces, with their tens of thousands of men, have made
seemingly fabulous demands on the little city which once boasted of not more than 3500
inhabitants. Insofar as has been possible, these demands have been met.
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~ The mine and fac-
i cory provide em-
| ployment for nearly
700 Lompoc res-
| ident war workers.
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Vital to Uncle Sam’s war program are the products produced by Johns-Manville's
diatomaceous earth mine and processing plant three miles from Lompoc. The deposit of
diatomaceous earth — sometimes called chalk rock — is the greatest in the world,
consisting of microscopic skeletal forms of sea plants or algae laid down more than 10
million years ago when the land was under water. When processed it is used for heat
insulation, in compounds calling for inert siliceous fillers, and filtration.

Whole mountains of
“chalk rock” are
cut away, processed
into war material.  ~.
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The Battle of the Bulge began to rage in Belgium that winter. The 11" Armored
Division landed at Cherbourg in France in December 1944. There was no
waiting for trains to transport all the tanks across France into Belgium so they
drove them the 500 miles in 14 days. By January 25" the allied forces had
regained the lines prior to the German counter assault.



Social Life...

More than anything else, social activities
in Lompoc have been changed by the cities
new status as a defense area. The presence
of great numbers of men in the armed forces
has meant that most parties, dances are
given in honor of soldiers, sailors and coast
guardsmen. The cities two U.S.O. clubs are
the centers for social events, with Lompoc’s
civilians helping with entertaining,.

i Pretty =~ young  Lompoc
\ 4 hostesses help make the
i servicemen’s leisure time
more enjoyable.  Old-time
dances are no less popular
§ than the sleek formal balls.

The Greatest Generation (Continued)

Oscar Cook, a tank mechanic, came to Camp Cooke with the 11" Armored
Division in February 1944. He had met Patricia Stillman at the Christian
Missionary Alliance church in Lompoc in March and on August 9, 1944 they
became engaged. The Division left Camp Cooke the next month (Sept.) and
arrived in England in October 1944.



DNe Maria Santisima

adobe brick and tile as they were made by the Indian neophytes; lumber for flooring,
hewn out by hand; ancient locks, doors, and furniture, reproduced from originals
excavated from the ruins. Even the exact nature of dyes used by the Padres to tint walls
was determined from bits of original plaster found in the ruins. When the restoration was
started, it was believed there originally had been only two buildings, the Monastery at
right, and the church at extreme left. Excavations brought to light the long workshop
building in the center and other buildings which were in the process of reconstruction
when the war began and the project was closed down.
The mission is now a State park.

As the fog cleared allied air power interrupted German communications on every
hand. The 11" Armored division, assigned to Gen. Patton’s 3 Army advanced
into the heart of Germany. The War in Europe ended May 8, 1945. Back in
Lompoc, Pat Stillman graduated from Lompoc High School in June 1945.
Meanwhile, Oscar Cook had to wait 7 months to have enough poinis to come
home.
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Three miles from Lompoc is the largest of the OId California Missions, known in
short form, as La Purisima. Ten years ago, except for three of the pillars you see in the
colonnade to the right shown below, the mission was level. In fact where the two long
ouildings at left are now located, there was nothing but a smooth bean field. No living
person knew that one of them had ever existed. In 1933, the National Park Service
undertook the restoration of the mission with the assistance of the Civilian Conservation
Corps. On the basis of a few faded photographs, records kept by the mission Fathers, and
deductions made after restoration began, the most meticulously accurate reproduction of
any California mission was accomplished. Civilian Conservation Corps enrollees made

The larger, more heavily armored German tanks had the advantage in one-on-one
battles in the Jrozen, fog enshrouded woods, however the Germans were not
prepared to be outnumbered by the General Sherman tanks of the 11" Armored
Division. The tide of battle was beginning to turn even before the clouds and fog
lified bringing air power back to allied advantage.
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The blue Pacific borders Camp Cooke
to the west, affording beautiful marine
scenes like that shown below. For those
who like fishing, it affords more than
beauty, for the rocky coast is the home of
huge bullhead, abalone, mussels, clams,
lobster, perch, and other edible fish.
Closed to all but servicemen, the rugged
coast offers good sport to the thousands of
soldiers, sailors and marines.

They lived in an apartment behind the Stillman house for 3 ¥ years and then
over30 years ago they purchased their home at 136 South L. Oscar used his
Army Ag School education and developed and owned Cook Chemical Services for
many years. He later worked for United Van Lines Jor 20 years. Oscar and Par
have served on the Historical Society board as president and secretary.



The  Sania Ynez
River affords Ja-
mous Steelheqd
Salmon Jishing 4,

. Wintey, Irouling in
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There js plenty to do in Lompoc for people who ljke fishing and hunting, or whe like a
day’s outing at a park.

, thousands of anglers from the Coastal area, and the many parks in the surrounding
’ territory drew crowds every weekend. Game birds — ducks, pigeon, doves, geese, quail —
i have supplied Mmany a hunting larder, and deer Season in Lompoc areq annually rewards
; hunters with venison steaks, venison roasts.

Parks like 1he Santa
Rosa help Lompoc
edrn its  name as
"The Valley Beaut;-

Jul”




The following events during the War Years are
from the “Lompoc Valley Chamber of Commerce
100 Years of Service — 1903 to 2003.”

The war years brought Camp Cooke Army Base, blackouts, a
Navy Blimp Base and the relocation of local Japanese families.
The housing shortage became critical due to the influx of military
families being stationed at Camp Cooke. The City’s population
increased from 5,717 to 7,000 in just a few short months due to
the activation of the base. Several trailer parks were set up just
for the workers working on construction at the Army base. Local
residents were renting attics, basements, spare rooms and even
chicken coops to military families desperately seeking a place to
live. The Lompoc Record published growing lists of Lompoc men
serving in the military. The Chamber continued its role as the
voice of Lompoc’s business community and as an advocate for
the improvement of the Lompoc valley as a whole. The Chamber
also maintained a list of properties available for rental, serving
frantic home-seeking military personnel.

1942: Blackout laws were in effect.

~Kiwanis Club sponsored program entitled “Be American, Speak
American.”

~Lompoc declared a prohibited military area resulting in over 100
local Japanese-Americans being evacuated, losing homes and
businesses.

~Bodger Seeds planted the first floral flag in June.

~Bob Hope entertained at Camp Cooke.

~Approximately 500 Lompoc men serving in the war.
~Committees formed: Hospital, Freight & Insurance Rates, Retail
Division, Roads and Developing Ryon Park.

~Held Chamber of Commerce Sales days.

~Circulated a petition for interest in Lompoc Hospital.

1943: Lompoc’s hospital opened, leasing the building from the
federal government.

~A portion of the Lompoc Airport was turned over to the Navy to
establish a blimp base.

~Chamber opposed the idea of redistricting the county.
~Chamber co-sponsored a “Wartime Business Clinic” with the 8
Rotary Club.

~More housing needed.

~Bodger Seed planted another floral flag.

~Johns-Manville received the Army/Navy E Award for exceller.
of work.

r:[l:e war raged on. Commodities were rationed. Scrap drives

were organized. Earl Calvert, owner of the Lompoc Theatre

allowed free admission to the movies to all patrons who brought

an old rubber tire. Piles of tires were assembled in front of the

theatre as patriotic citizens delivered the precious rubber needed

for the war effort.

1944: Postal rates increased from 2 to 3 cents.

~Chamber held a meeting to discuss post-war planning
~Sponsored a talk on water development in Santa Barbara County.
~Chamber maintained list of available housing. The need was still
critical. '

~Two German prisoners escaped from Camp Cooke, returning after
13 days.

1945: Chamber studied possibility of soft water for Lompoc.
~Two planes dropped bombs near J.M. plant.

~WWII ends, President Roosevelt dies.

~Chamber published a 20-page booklet with pictures and stories
about Lompoc

~Some local Japanese citizens returned home to Lompoc.
~Bodger Seeds planted their third floral flag.

~The road to Jalama, closed during the war, was re-opened.
~Chamber requested the Associated Telephone Co. to reduce
their rates from Lompoc to Camp Cooke from 20 cents to 10 cents.
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