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Ed Negus resigned from being construction
Soreman at the mission in 1939 to assist his
Jather in the contracting business in Lompoc.
What follows in this Legacy are stories of Ed
and Martha Negus working together and
include insights into her “mission”. The Ed
Negus interview continues:

MARTHA NEGUS BECOMES THE
BOOKKEEPER

“When we built the house here, in 1937 (on
the corner of West Cypress Ave. and south N
St) I borrowed money from a private
individual. So I went down to get the money
one evening and I expected to receive a check
and here he gave me $800 in tens and twenties
for me to pay my bills. When I got home, I told
Martha ‘I’ve got to go to work at seven o’clock
in the morning and you’ll have to take this to the
bank and deposit it’. I says ‘It’s all here’...and 1
started counting it out. Pretty quick she says ‘I
won’t touch it...I might lose it’. Anyway, I had

to come home the next day and put that money
in the bank. She was just afraid something
would happen.”

As time passed, Ed Negus took his wife with
him to the bank where he often had to sign
papers, borrow money “to pay bills and so forth
until I got paid”. After Martha “met the banker”
she overcame her reticence and became his
efficient “bookkeeper in the office, which was
an extra bedroom at one time and was later
converted into an office after the war. When I
got back into the contracting business, she had
the office there to keep books for me, and was
able to keep all her activities about schools and
recreation and so forth in different files.”

THE LUTHERAN CHURCH
“Martha was raised a Lutheran, up in Peta-
luma, (but) there was no Lutheran Church here.
Right after the war there was a group, only a
half dozen people, who formed a Lutheran
group. Their first meeting as I recall, was at the



The following controversy stems from differing
education philosophies. There is no iniention
here to raise any lingering disagreements. We
simply are describing “how it was” using Ed
Negus’ own words.

TENSIONS AT SCHOOL

Ed Negus had always gotten along well with
Clarence “Pop” Ruth. Sometime before, or
about the time he became principal of the
elementary school in Lompoc, Pop Ruth
coached town football and Ed was his assistant.
Ed Negus tells it this way. “To get an idea of
the background of teaching, the principal of the
elementary school in Lompoc had been
principal for about six or seven years for sure.
Pop Ruth was a very dominating individual, and
I knew him quite well, because one year he
coached town football, and I was his assistant
for that year. 1 didn’t play because I had been
injured, but anyway, I spent a lot of time with
Pop, and I knew him real well as a principal, a
coach and all that. He was very interested in
archaeology, Indians, digging, etc. 1 went
arrowhead hunting with him several times in the
little end of Honda Canyon. Pop was a great
card player...He was a tough competitor, Il tell
you that! Anyway, he was a poor loser.”

“Martha came in from Honda School to teach
in town (in 1935), and at the first teacher’s
meeting, Pop asked for suggestions about what
they were going to do as he had outlined in the
meeting for the coming year, and Martha made
a suggestion about some method of teaching.
He said ‘It won’t work’, and she said ‘It will
work. We’ve been doing it in the County
School System for two years.” Anyway, she
made the mistake of criticizing the way he ran
the school.”

“So this all breaks out later on, and she only
taught the one year. After the Christmas
vacation, I had been up north in San Francisco
and picked up a bunch of advertising posters of
that time: Pan American Clipper to Hawaii, big
Railroad pictures, and pictures of steam-
boats...the fourth graders were studying
transportation all over the world. She brought
those down to her classroom room. There were
no pictures in the room except three pictures of
bulldogs on three classroom walls. She had the
janitor remove the pictures and put these posters
up. Pop came in there one day and saw them

and blew his stack because he admired those
bulldog pictures. They got into an argument
and Martha said she was teaching transportation
and geography and (the posters) were more
appropriate. Well, he ordered the posters be
completely taken down.” In the ensuing
argument “he said, “You’re always doing this or
saying that’”.

(Later) “in the early Spring...I saw her car

was still parked at the school about five in the

afternoon, so 1 parked and went around to the
back door of her room. She was sitting there
(in tears) because of the way Pop had read her
the riot act — gave her heck for lots of things. It
made me kind of mad, the more I got to thinking
about it. The next day I went to the clerk of the
school board, explained the situation to him, and
told him ‘Pop is not going to talk to her any
more like that, and if you want to do me a big
favor, you can go down and tell Mr. Ruth if he
ever says another word to her the way he did I’ll
be down there with a baseball bat, before he can
(grab one of his bats).” He always kept three or
four baseball bats in a waste paper basket
behind his desk. He told me one time, years
before, it was always handy to have something
in case somebody came in and wanted an
argument. Anyway, that’s when Martha really
decided to quit teaching, I think, because it was
only a couple months to go before school was
out.”

“Martha always kept up her credentials so if
she ever had to go back to teaching she
wouldn’t have to catch up.” She did substitute
in 1942 and 1943 during the War. Their oldest
daughter, “Annette was school age at that time.”
Martha saw things going on that were upsetting
to her and to “four or five other women in town
that were ex school teachers”. When she
substituted in sixth grade for a couple weeks one
time she became aware of a great variation of
ages in the class — from 12 to 18 years of age. It
seems the high school, under a separate school
board, didn’t want to accept troublesome
children coming up to High School from
Grammar School because they weren’t
disciplined properly.

However, “In order for an elementary school
to be independent from the County Board of
Education they had to be a school of over 500
students. In order to keep the school to 500
students or more, lots of times they held



old Forester’s Hall in town. Somebody made
arrangements to get a minister to come and see
if they could get a little Lutheran church group
going. A year went by and they got a pastor...]
forgot his name. The second pastor was Pastor
Heil, Thomas Heil. They figured if they did get
a few more people they could get a church of
their own. It took two or three years. Pastor
Heil got quite a group together and they built
the Lutheran church there on the corner of E
and Cypress.”

“They made arrangements, how much it
would cost, and so forth, and they had the plans.
I agreed to provide help and advice, if the
members wanted to build their own building,
and so they agreed. There was a Lieutenant
from out at the base — I can’t think of his name
right now — who kind of took over and
organized the work force. They had already
acquired the property on that particular block. 1
think they had about ten building lots in there
and they bought the whole works at a very
reasonable price at that time, and made
arrangements for backing by the Lutheran
Church establishment. Pastor Heil was the
pastor and the young Lieutenant was kind of
manager. I went down there with some of my
fellows, and we did all the layout and all the
work necessary. I never charged them anything
for my time, or equipment. If I had to pay a
man to be on the job, they reimbursed me for
what | had to pay him, so we went ahead and
built the church. That was in the fifties

Sometime.”

MOVING A PARSONAGE INTO PLACE
“There was a house for the pastor, a

parsonage, the old Ted Short’s house. Ted
Short lived for years in that house down on
North G Street. They could get the house for
nothing if they would move it (to the Lutheran
Property). So I got to checking on different
movers and so forth. I figured if we could get
under the north and south telephone cables that
went across G St. without moving them, we
could get that building moved and a new
foundation for, 1 think $1100. 1 got to
measuring the building and it meant we had to
saw about 6 feet off the top of the roof and
make a flat deck up there. Then we could pry
those cables up and get underneath them.

and it meant we had to saw about 6 feet off the
top of the roof and make a flat deck up there.
Then we could pry those cables up and get
Otherwise, the Telephone Co. wanted $2000 if
they had to cut a cable and splice it back
together after the move. Well, that was out of
the question. We got poles and pushed the lead
cables up in the air. We figured the house
mover’s equipment and how much we could
stretch the cables up. It was nip and tuck but
with a couple men on the roof to stretch the
cables as they moved the house forward they
were able to get under it.”

“Pastor Heil was here for 5 or 6 years and he
lived in that house. Then he was offered (a
3000 member) church in Grand ~Rapids
Michigan. He told me one time, ‘I hate to leave
here just when we are ready to build classrooms
for the church. I don’t feel I should leave and
go back there...it would be an inducement to go
back to a well established church, though.” I
told him, ‘You’ve had the fun of building the
church here. Why don’t you let someone else
have the fun of building the classrooms’”

TENSIONS AT CHURCH

“In the Lutheran Church the women had no
say, and that’s one thing that griped me very
much. All the time that Martha put in, helping
the church get built, she never had a word to say
about what they were going to do about certain
things. She had plenty to say about getting it
started”.

“When Martha was terminally ill with cancer
(in 1965 and 1966), the person who took over,
after pastor Heil went back to Michigan, (came
to visit her — and as Ed Negus reports) upset her
very much. He made me so mad, I left word for
him not to come back any more. (In her last
days) she never would tell me what all he said.
I got nothing against churches although I never
attend one myself. I have feelings about what’s
right and what’s wrong, and 1 don’t like
somebody standing up every Sunday and telling
me what’s right. That’s the way I feel about it.”

Editor’s note: It is recognized that some
members of the Lutheran church may be
saddened by the sentiments expressed above. In
any church or organization things may be said
that one might wish to take bactk.




where  psychiatrists were the speakers.
“Martha would say, ‘I'm sorry you heard
this one, he’s not a good one at all.’” Ed’s
comments were, “I’ve heard a few of the
psychiatrists talk, and as far as I'm
concerned, those fellows are absolutely
screwballs.”

Martha Negus persevered and a Handi-
capped School came into being at Van-
denberg AFB. It is now known as Martha
Negus Orthopedic School. The school was
built and was named for her after her death.
“She would not have been in favor of it
(being named for her).

“Superintendent  Wegner thought  very
much of Martha and what she was able to
do. Martha didn’t believe any school should
be named after an individual. There was
Hapgood  School named after Arthur
Hapgood. He spent his whole life being a
teacher in this valley. He was a very likeable
fellow, but Martha thought it was carrying
things a little too far. Huyck stadium was
named after a fellow who had been a number
of years on the school board, and had spent a
lot of time and was interested in football. He
attended all the games, so when they built the
stadium they named it Huyck stadium. She
said unless you dig up history nobody would
ever know why they named it after an
individual.”

“Martha was very much in favor of study
of the growth and development of children
and handicapped especially needing special
schooling.  She knew an awful lot about it
and she studied up on that subject and talked
to all kinds of authorities on it but she was
not a teacher trained for that subject. Now,
Annette, our daughter, she is a teacher of the
handicapped. She has been ever since she
graduated and became a teacher.”

HOW LOMPOC FOLK

RESPONDED IN WWII
When they built Camp Cooke in 41, 42,
they had lots of young soldiers in the 5™
Armored Division, which was stationed here
for eleven months. Lots of young soldier’s
wives would come and there was very limited
housing. At that time, I had an office in
there, and the garage was converted into an

apartment and we had a young soldier and
his wife. She would help Martha out for four
hours a day. "At that time there were three
children, and Martha needed help, and if the
young lady would help Martha out with the
housework and take care of the kids for four
hours a day she would get board and room.
Her husband, when he was here on weekends
would eat with us and there would ‘be no
charge for the room or anything and she had
a half day off.” Many other Lompoc families
provided similar housing and arrangements.

CITY BUYS THE USO BUILDING

(When) “the war was over, the USO
Building was up ‘for sale to the city. There
was lots of work to be done in State
Recreation, and Martha had attended a
meeting in Sacramento when Warren was
governor, and she knew quite a few of the
state officials. They found out the building
could be declared ‘Army Surplus’ after the
war and would be available to the city. If the
city didn’t want it, it would be auctioned at a
public sale to the highest bidder. Anyway,
Martha got all the information and presented
it to the city (where two council members
opposed it). The state offered to sell it and all
the fumiture in the building. It had a
recreational bar, soda fountain, a stove,
lounge furniture, coffee tables and folding
chairs for banquets.”

“The two city council members said, ‘let’s
wait until the Army is through with it and
they’ll turn it over to the city for nothing -
we’ll just give them $1.00, and that’s all.’”
The state knew the value of the building and
knew it could be sold at auction for more
than $20,000. “Martha made three trips to
Sacramento” to discuss the potential for a
recreational facility.  “It was all set up to
appoint a recreation commission and Martha
would be a member of it. The City Council
was divided, two and two, and Martha
presented the undecided member with a lot
of facts. He thought it was a good idea to go
ahead and acquire the building, which they
did.”

KEN ADAM PARK

“Whoever first thought about a County

Park, they were willing to give the ground



students year after year in the fifth and sixth
grades. That created a lot of problems with
bigger and older kids among the younger
children.”

“Five or six dissatisfied parents who had
children in or would be entering the elementary
school wanted to see some changes. Martha
had talked with a County Board of Education
Superintendent in Santa Barbara and asked if
there was a way to have a coordinator of
teachers...so someone could coordinate the
curriculum.  Well they went to the School
Board and presented the possibility of getting a
coordinator. Pop wouldn’t listen to the people.
He said he didn’t want it, and he wasn’t going
to listen to anybody telling him how to run the
school and he walked out of the school board
meeting. ‘That’s our problem, he won’t listen’
the parents said.”

When unification of the High School and
Elementary Schools was being considered
under what was called “Operation Unification”
a primary concern was the selection of a
qualified Superintendent. “Pop was studying up
on it, so he was all set to be the superintendent.
He had a good chance of being selected because
he was well liked by in town...but not so much
by the people that knew the school set up.
When they had the public meeting of the
committee to name their recommendation for
superintendent, they stated Pop did not have the
proper requirements for the job. Pop said he
had been attending these summer sessions and
keeping his credentials up ever since he had
been there. However, he had been taking
courses in  Anthropology, not business
administration, so they ruled him out as being
unqualified.”

Pop Ruth could not get along with the
superintendent who was selected, which led
to his submitting his resignation (as principal
of the elementary school). “The school board
told him they accepted his resignation. So
Pop Ruth went over to Santa Maria and was
there for three or four years. He came back
to Lompoc...and was still griping, saying the
schools should do this and do that. When
Lawrence Huyck died, he was a member of
the school board (and  Martha) was
appointed to fill out his term. She served a
year on the school board before it came up

for election. She had no trouble defeating
the couple of fellows who were going to
change things at the school. She served then
through ’65 and most of 1966. She resigned
when she couldn’t attend school board
meetings any more, she was getting too weak.
The school board was able to appoint
someone to fill out her term of office.”

It was told that Martha Negus would sit in
and monitor classroom teachers while they
taught when she was on the school board.
Superintendent Glen Wegner told her she
couldn’t do that. Her reply was, “I'm your
boss, and yes I can!”

MENTAL HEALTH,

GROWTH AND DEVELOPMENT

“The Principal of Hope School in- Santa
Barbara was an outstanding teacher.  She
gave a summer school (program) that
summer  (after Martha resigned from
teaching) on how to teach children who were
having problems in growth and development.
Martha became very interested in that, in
fact a number of years later we stopped at
Harrisburg, PA to visit that teacher — a Dean
of Women at a very outstanding girl’s
school.”

The onset of WWII and the build up at
Camp Cooke brought some problems into
focus. Besides the need for a day nursery,
Martha “was interested in the growth and
development of children, connected with
conditions at the schools. A Iot of young
women whose husbands were in the Army
had to put up with living cooped up in little
houses and trailers, and husbands getting
home after having a bad day...and he would
get home and take it out on his wife.
Eventually she got into a mental health
problem. And of course, alcoho]l was another
big problem. As I recall those were things
that built up mental health problems.
Martha attended these meetings and...very
few people paid much attention. Under
mental health, everybody had their own
problems to worry about. It just became a
big thing to get the mental health program
started in the country.”

Martha had to apologize to Ed Negus after
getting him to attend some of the meetings




edition of Geology. It was an outstanding book
and came in handy for me. Anyway Martha got
me interested in bringing in rocks.” Negus
noted that they planned their trips to places like
the petrified forest in Arizona and places like
that. “I bought that saw over a year before
Martha got sick the last time, so the I was able
to cut rocks” He practiced cutting on local
rocks from places like Jalama.

“Then when Eileen went back to Iowa,
Waldorf College, instead of coming home for
Easter vacation...Martha called up Pastor Heil
who had been the pastor of the Lutheran church
here (and made arrangements for Eileen to visit
with them at Battle Creek, Michigan. “We
went back and picked Eileen up in Iowa and
drove to Battle Creek and stayed a couple
nights and visited with Heils, then went on up
to Houghton.”

Martha always wanted to visit a Finnish
Colony in that area where she used to write
letters in Finnish when she was a child, for her
mother. So while she was visiting the Finnish
Colony, Ed Negus was inquiring about the
University of Michigan School of Mines. He
met a Mr. Weed who had attended that school
and had copper mining experience in Arizona,
Nevada and Montana. Mr. Weed told him how
miners in that area used to carry rocks out of the
mines in their lunch pails, and if he could find a
miner he might get a nice specimen of fern
copper. They talked for a couple hours sharing
copper mine stories.

“Mr. Weed said, ‘If you keep your eyes open
(maybe) you can find a miner who can tell you
where to find some rocks’. After while...]
pulled into a service station. It looked like an
old building where there’d been a mine shaft
come up, and they’d brought the ore up a
conveyor, and dumped it into a big hopper,
although now it was a filling station. 1 filled up
with gasoline and told him I was interested in
rocks, samples of copper and so forth, and he
listened and never said anything. Anyway I
filled up and paid for the gas and he says,
“Would you like to see a few pieces of copper’?
and I says ‘yes’, and he says, ‘Well wait a
minute’ so he disappears and pretty quick he
comes back, and he says, ‘Will this do ya’? and
I says ‘Well, I think so’! and (Negus points to
the sample) and said ‘that is native copper!””

Ed Negus described some of the rocks he has
in his patio room. “That’s copper, that’s copper
sulfide, they extract copper out of that, but this
is copper naturally been extracted, pure copper
form, and that’s copper but it’s in rock form.

“That rock there, it’s petrified stump.
Weighs over 600 lbs. Old man Kent and 1
rolled that up a plank and into the back of a
pickup, the two of us. He was ten years older
than I was and at that time I was around 60
years old and he was in his 70’s, and we were
able to roll that 600 Ib. stump up a plank into
the back of a pickup. That was down in
Nevada.”

(You have to) “study the geology of the state
or area that you’re in. You’ll find certain
materials in certain areas, so if you wanted that
green rock, right there, mariposite, from the
Coulterville area in the foothills of the Sierras,
don’t look for a green mountain! When that
rock oxidizes, it’s a reddish color; you look for
the red mountain, even though you want the
green rock. So if you want agate, you gotta find
a place where there has been volcanic action,
when that lava or mud or whatever has cooled,
there will be bubbles of gas in there, which
eventually became filled up with silica and
formed agate, and that’s where you will find
your agates. It’s always connected with areas
of volcanic action. The only exception to that is
fairstone agate, found in Nebraska, South
Dakota and into Kansas. Glacial moraine

pushed that agate into those areas so you have
to find ancient glacial moraine to look for
agates.” '

Ed Negus described carrying a 110 Ib. chunk
of petrified coral 2 or 3 miles along Jalama
beach at low tide. He was with Red Emory, a
rock hound from Crescent City. They took
turns carrying it back to Jalama Beach so they
could get it home to Lompoc. Red had to return
to Crescent City so Ed called, Mike, his sister’s
grandson, and the next day they went after a
120 Ib. travertine rock he and Red had stashed
on the beach. He and Mike put it on a burlap
sack and between the two of them, they hauled
it back. “And that’s ten years ago, and I
haven’t finished polishing it yet! So in carrying
rock, it always depends on where you’re at and
how heavy they are.”
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for it. Martha, she could see how it could be
done, but she got Ken Adam interested in it
and let him take over.  Although it didn’t
become a park unti] after he was gone, he got
the credit for jt.”

Ken Adam was asked to take over and get
to the County officials so they could get the
legal work straightened out. At that time
Ken Adam was quite sick — he had terminal
cancer of the liver.”

“Just a month Or so before he died, he
apologized to Marthg for a lot of things he
had done and sajq about the schools. He said
“You were right all the time, only I saw the
other side of it. I'mp sorry I’ve always been
against you, byt you’ve been right all the way
through’, He never made a public
dnnouncement.  That wag Just a personal
conversation, but it pleased her very much.”

ALPHA CLUB FLOWER SHOw

Ed Negus remembered at the end of the
taped interview ope more  community
endeavor of his wife, Martha Negus. “She
was vice president of the Alpha Club one
year, and automatically she woyid have
become president. She declined the presi-
dency saying that lots of the older people
should be president. She had two babjes to
take care of and didn’t have the time. She
said ‘I’d rather be the president later on
when I have lots of time’...so she never was
president of the Alpha Club.”

“She was the first young person to be named
vice president of the Alpha Clup. After we
were married in the first couple years we were
busy building this house.  That’s when the
Alpha Club was really getting into having the
flower show. She’d have a half dozen young
ladies and explain to them what the Alpha Club
Flower Show would be and how to make
arrangements and selections and what they
looked for. She Joined the Alpha Club a year
after she quit teaching.”

ROCKS
The interview of Eg Negus took place in his
patio and the Interviewer, Merlyn Ch‘esnut, was
Surrounded by a beautify] collection of rocks,
Naturally, at one point in the questioning she
said, “Okay, Ed, let me ask you about rocks.”

Ed Negus replied, “Well, Martha was on one of
Gov. Earl Warren’s conferences (near) the end
of the war and. ._jt was stressed the necessity of
getting people into recreation at an early age.
There was going to be a lot of people laid off of
government jobs after the war, veterans coming
back, and so hobbies were going to become
very important,”

“When Martha would go on one these trips, I
was always busy, so she’d have to take the boys
or girls, whichever. She’d take them on field
trips and camping and she’d always bring back
arock or two from the area and tell me about it
I remember once she came back from Palomar
(mountains) near San Diego and she brought me
Some rocks from a mine ip the Palomar area,
Another time she was at Mammoth Lake with a
teacher’s convention and she’d taken the two
youngest girls because they had a recreation
facility there for the children.” Rocks from that
area where they talked about geological
formation were added to the collection.

“Then on a trip back east in '58, after we left
Yellowstone Park and went over Granite Pass,
we headed for the Black Hills country. There
(we saw) a very interesting pattern of veins of
the hill, the Stratification of the side of the
mountain, and the folding of the mountain. [t
Was  very prominent going up over that
particular mountain and she explained a lot of
that to me because of what she had picked up at
some of those seminars that she had been to.
She had never studies geology but they had
explained a lot of that stuff at different sessions
she had attended_”

started being interested in rocks. Then when
my daughter, Donna, went 1o Cal Poly and
Wwanted to take up geology, the professor asked
a lot of questions and finally told her, ‘I think
your dad would be more interested in this book
of geology than you are; youre interested
because he’s interested.’. Donna was more

Donna thought she ought to study geology.”
“There was a new Geology book out at that
time, in 62 or 63 It was new Holmes el
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THE ED NEGUS FAMILY
Ed Negus b. 29 March 1906, Lompoc CA
d. 29 May 1997
m. 12 June 1936

Martha Erickson b. 3 April 1910, Everett WA

d. 31 Dec.1966
Ed and Martha Negus had five children:
Annette Irene Negus
b. 13 Mar. 1937, Lompoc
d. 5 Nov. 1991, Hamilton, MT
m. first 8 Sep. 1956, Svend Lindegarrd
They had 3 children:
James Kristen Lindegaard
b. 6 Aug. 1957
Jennifer Irene Lindegaard
b. 31 May, 1959, Santa Maria CA
Laura Kristiana Lindegaard
b. 24 Aug.1960
m. Dee Holderfield
Annette m 2" 14 May, 1968
Roger Milo Johns
Annette m 3" 27 Nov. 1984
James Allen
Car] Edward Negus
b. 6 Mar 1939
m 18 Jan. 1966 Heinke Ruth Forfota
b. 29 Jul. 1940
They had two children:
Karen Melina Negus
b. 21 Jul. 1965
Kirsten Lara Negus
b. 18 Aug. 1968

Robert W. Negus
b. 11 Oct. 1940
d 19 Aug. 1963,
U.S.S. Constellation shipboard
accident
m 6 Oct. 1962 Harriet Joyce Gall
b. 28 Aug. 1941
Donna Lee Negus '
b. 11 Oct. 1943
m. 28 Nov. 1964 Charles Otis Rearick
b. 27 May 1943
They had one son:
Brandon Michael Rearick
b. 23 Nov. 1972, Lompoc
Eileen Louise Negus
b. 15 Jun. 1946 Lompoc CA
m. Alan Brewer
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