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The CCC boys were making great progress in
the rebuilding of La Purisima mission in June
1936. Their construction foreman, Ed Negus,
took some time off to get married to Martha
Erickson. She had just completed her second
year of teaching at the new schoolhouse (built
by Walt Stewart and Ed Negus in Honda
canyon). Ed Negus’ memories of the mission
rebuilding task give us a unique insight into
how it was all accomplished using unskilled
labor, much like the padres had done 120 years
before. The Ed Negus interview continues:

MEANWHILE BACK AT THE MISSION

“I was construction foreman. Ralph Ames
was in charge of the adobe yard, and he had the
Job of molding the brick and tile. Art Goelz was
the foreman, engineer on the mission. When
Hageman drew the plans out, there was so much
dust and debris had fallen in over the years, it
was hard to establish what level the floor was.
If there was a window in the old building and
they surveyed it out and established a bench
mark, an elevation, to refer back to, from that
bench mark, he would give me the elevation of

how high the window was, and how high we
had to rebuild where there was no window, or
where we had to put the window in. On the
plans everything was in elevations, so it took an
engineer or surveyor on the job at all times to
give us the height of a windowsill or a door, or
of a floor level, or whatever...”

“In the meantime, Mr. Goelz, the engineer,
had to survey out the property and find out
where the old water lines were, and draw maps
of the layout of the mission, fit into the
topography of the hill, the level of the hill and
how the hill sloped up. He was busy with a
crew of 4 boys to do the surveying. Ed Rowe
was the landscape architect, getting plans lined
up, and generally overseeing the things around
the mission, a future garden and so forth, and he
started a little nursery there. He had 4 or 5 boys
working. Lawrence Liever was a foreman who
handled the boys cleaning out the river, while I
was out on the Santa Rosa rock wall.
Altogether there were 7 of us there. Each one of
us had Walt Stewart as the general foreman.
Walt was the same age as my dad. He was the
contractor on building Honda school. Anyway,
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outside. The adobe walls are 4 foot 3 inches
wide, and average height up to the first bottom
beam there was around 11 or 12 feet high, the
average height of the first bottom beam.

In laying adobe brick, you had all these
different bricks. They had to be laid different,
and the boys had to start ’em different, one layer
above the other. You had to have the bricks
overlapping. They were designed in such a way
that if you got started off right, it was easy, but
you could very easily get mixed up in it if you
didn’t start off right.”

Photo from Negus collection
South part of the Residence building taking shape

CCC barracks on the mesa west of the mission valley
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THE WALLS TAKE SHAPE

“After we got up 4 or 5 feet high, we got to
where my training as a carpenter came in.
When the walls went up, we had to keep raising
our scaffold up. We started on the north end of
the building and had the outside 4 foot thick
walls and the center 4 foot wall — 3 big walls
down through the building. Building a scaffold
was a very important part of the work because it
was hard to know where to build it so they could
get up. They had to wheel up wheelbarrows full
of mud to lay those adobe bricks.”

“Each one of the bricks weighed
65 pounds and the larger boys could
lift them from ground level to a 6
foot high scaffold. The boys were 17
through 24, so “you had to see to it
that you gave them jobs where the
smaller boys didn’t have to lift so
many of the adobe bricks up...you
had to consider the boys’ ability to
do the various jobs. One boy laying
the adobe brick had a helper. right
there shoveling mud out of a box.
He had another boy coming up with
a wheelbarrow dumping mud in the
box. He had another boy down in
the mud pit that was soaking up the
adobe and mixing the mud up.
They’d put it in a wheelbarrow and
bring it up to the boy to lay, then you
had another boy or two carrying
bricks to lay. So for each boy that




my job was construction foreman just on the
mission, just the building of it.”

Below: Construction foremen E. Negus and
W. A. Stewart, talk over the plans.

Photo from Negus colle

""" (Ed Negus and Walt Stewart built Honda Schoolhouse, 1933)

CCC CAMP MOVED IN 1935

The CCC camp, consisting of a mess hall,
barracks for park service officers, and quarters
for Army personnel and tent platforms for the
boys, was in the way of the archaeological
survey of the grounds preventing thorough
excavations and research. So in 1935 “after the
State acquired the property (and plans were
expanded to) preserve the historical ruins of the
mission, the camp was then moved up on the

Pes;

mesa above the mission, out of the sight of the
road. They put up office buildings, the mess
hall, and wooden buildings were moved up.
Two big barracks were built for the boys, and
then there was a recreation building and an
infirmary building. There were 220 boys, two

or three Army officers (a Captain, a Lieutenant

and a recreation director) and the National Park
Service personnel.”

According to Ed Negus “the Army was in
charge of the boys at all times...up at 6,
breakfast at 7 and turned over to the Park
Service at 8, half hour for lunch, turned back to
the Army at 4...clean up and retreat at 5 then to
the mess hall for supper. When a boy signed up
for CCC his parents got $25 a month from the
government and the boy would receive $5 a
month for spending money. Assistant leaders
got $10.00. Boys worked 5 days a week from 8
to 4. (Editor’s note: A private in the Army got
$21.00 a month up until WWII — It doesn’t seem
like much, but in the depression it was a good
deal.)

ADOBE BRICKS

“In molding of the brick, there were 12
different shapes and sizes to be able to come to
a doorway. The doorways were square to start
with, then they angled up — wider on the inside
than they were on the outside. If you walked
around the mission you can see how the shapes
of the doors and windows are always different
looking on the inside than they are on the

Survey grid trenches for
Archaeological search
Of the grounds, line the
Area where CCC camp
Tents had been.

The camp was relocated
To barracks built on the
Mesa (upper right).

The “monastery” (chapel)

And residence building is
Ready for the tile roof.

Photo from Historical Society files




it.  The regional office sent men

through the middle of it. You don’t
see it, but it’s there, because they
didn’t want to have an earthquake
and have it shake down.”
THE TASK EXPANDS

“As I said, originally the first plan
approved was to preserve the
historical ruins.  Well, all these
things kept on coming, and the first
thing you know, that job got out of
hand. Where do we stop? Well,
there was no stopping and Primm
was all in favor, our district inspector
was all in favor...go ahead and build

down to see what was going on, and
here we were; that monastery £
building was about half built before anybody
realized what was happening, and what could
they do but approve it. So we just kept on
going. The monastery building was built in two
sections, the private chapel on one end and the
residence rooms on the other end.”

“I was moved from Santa Rosa Park in the
summer of 1935 and we started in preserving
the walls and so forth in ’35, and in 1936 we
began rebuilding. By the end of 1937 the
monastery building was practically complete.”
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was laying adobe brick you had 5 or
6 boys helping him.”

“You had to have a scaffold that
they were able to push a wheel-
barrow up half full of mud. Lots of
times those boys would put 3 of
those adobe bricks on a wheel-
barrow, 65 ponds a piece, that’s 195
pounds altogether, when two bricks
on a wheelbarrow was considered an
average load. Lots of times due to a
small room you had to have a pretty
steep runway. You had to have
somebody up there with a hook to
grab the front of that wheelbarrow to
pull the mud or bricks up. In the
bigger rooms we had longer runways
so the fellow could wheel ‘em up

pretty easy. It was a constant battle of keeping
the boys adjusted, and as a rule, usually I had
from 45 to 60 boys working.”

“We never had a major accident. A couple
times a kid cracked a scaffold under him. Like
he’d figure I'm going to lay 50 bricks today, and
at 65 lbs. apiece that’s a ton and a half of bricks.
He would get up there and pile it on the scaffold
(and his weight and the weight of the mud) you

Walls take shape and rooms are well defined as
skills have been honed for faster progress.

Photo from Negu
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get an awful lot of weight up there. A couple
times I heard timbers crack and so forth. We
had to guard against something collapsing while
we were working. Safety was always a big
factor in the CCC camps so we had to talk
safety to the boys every week, like scaffolding,
not throwing stuff down, and being careful
when your working not to drop half a brick on
somebody’s head.”

TEAM WORK
“Ralph Ames had another 65 boys
down in the adobe yard making those
adobe bricks. They were 12 inches
wide, 2 feet long and 4 inches thick.
Then Goelz, the engineer, had 4 boys
working and Ed Rowe had 4 or 5.
Walt Stewart was supposed to be
helping me. If I needed something I
told Walt. I’d say, ‘Walt, if you’ll
go line up some plank for runways,
we need so much plank.” Walt was
good at promoting stuff to get ready
for our concrete foundation in some

of those old section walls.”
“At the same time they were
building these walls they were

designed to bujld a reinforced

e~ concrete skeleton: al] columns
':’ oo 8
8 Collaction bonded beams, all those adobe walls,

for earthquake resistance. So that re-
constructed building out there has a
reinforced concrete framework all




boys do something that I wouldn’t do. I’d teach
them how to do it, (and then it was) constantly
back and forth, all day long, watching...”

WE DID IT LIKE THEY DID IT

“All we did was copy the original. After the
earthquake of 1812 when the mission shook
down in the south side of town, they moved
across the river and started to rebuild. Father
Pryor had 7 men under him in charge of
building the mission. We always figured it was
very similar to what we had: a superintendent,
an engineer, an architect, and various foremen
for different parts of the job. He had practically
the same idea, the same team then that helped
direct the Indians to build the mission. They
had to be organized like that to do it. So who
figured that out to start with, Hageman merely
copied it. A lot of the old wall was too crumbly
to preserve so he carefully took it apart and
measured the different brick, saw how they had
done it, drew plans and had to carry out the
same procedure.”

“It was remarkable that so much was done in
a matter of a short time. We were roughly 18
months from the time I started in on the
Monastery building until we had a roof on half
of it.”

“In the spring of 1939 I quit to come help my
dad in town.” The church building was clear up
to where the ceiling beams were all in place.
They were up ready to build the top arches for
the bell, and rafters were cut for the church
building proper.

~ Mission ruins just before reconstruction began

RESTORATION OVERVIEW

The Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC) was
developed in 1933 as a federal government
relief agency with work units assigned to the
National Park Service to work in national, state,
-county and municipal parks. A work unit was
assigned the task of restoring the mission ruins
at La Purisima in 1934. But first, the mission
property had to be acquired.

The Catholic Church donated the old church
site to the county of Santa Barbara, and six land
parcels, including the site of the residence
building were given to the county by the Union
Oil Company. Later the county and State of
California bought additional surrounding land
until they had acquired 507 acres. The whole
area was deeded to the State of California,
Division of Beaches and Parks and was given
the name La Purisima Mission State historical
Monument. It is now technically a state historic
park.

The CCC work unit arrived on the site in
July, 1934. They began restoration work under
the direction of the National Park Service, in
cooperation with the State Park Commission
and a distinguished advisory committee in
August, 1934,

THE TASK COMPLETED

The huge beams were in place in the church
when Ed Negus resigned to return working with
his father in construction in Lompoc. The roof
was completed after that and the shop and
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ECCLESIASTICAL STATUS RESOLVED

“In the early part of 1937, Hageman the
achitect somehow got word that Father Coffey
from the Vatican was going to be in the United
States for some reason. Fred Hageman wrote a
personal letter to him and asked if he could
possibly make arrangements with the National
Park Service to come visit the mission here (to
resolve a question pertaining to the deed of the
property). ~ When the county acquired the
property for the mission, though never deeded,
the ground the church was on was still in the
archives as belonging to the Catholic Church.
Father Coffey was visiting in this country from
the Vatican so Hageman took it upon himself to
invite him out. In some way, Father Coffey
asked for the permission of the Secretary of the
Interior to check the conditions out here.
(Hageman said, ‘If this falls through
something’s going to be on my neck! I go clear
over everybody, even the Secretary of the
Interior, and ask Father Coffey to show up out
here’. And he came and saw all the work.”

“The monastery building at that time was
practically completed, but no work was done yet
on the church building. It was just the walls.
They had dug out a few places to check
elevation and find out how much debris there
was, but no work was done on the building.”

“I was on a fire the day Father Coffey was
there. Any time there was a fire, and the CCC
boys were called out, I had to take the first crew.
I was the fire suppression foreman and I had to
be the first one on a fire. I’ve been from Jolon
in Monterey County clear to San Diego and over
to Kern County on different fires. Any time
they needed over 50 boys on a fire, (that was
two truckloads of boys), we had to be
accompanied by an army officer in charge.
Eventually word came out that any fire that was
over 50 miles from our camp had to be
approved by the San Francisco office.”

“I think I was away at the time Father Coffey
was at the mission. I don’t remember meeting
him or Secretary Seward. They came out and
saw what had been done and what was planned
to be done. Father Coffey saw to it that the title
was transferred over from the Catholic Church
to the National Park Service, with the stipulation
that whenever services are to be held out there,
they shall be Catholic services.”

THE MAIN SANCTUARY
FATHER PAYERAS’ VAULT

“By 1938 we had the tile on the monastery -
building, and the plans were all approved to
start work on the church building, so I had to go
down there and build that.” Father Mariano
Payeras, who had overseen the building of the
original Mission using Indian neophyte labor,
now being restored by the CCC boys, was
buried beneath the altar of the church building.
He died April 29, 1823 and his burial was
recorded in mission ecclesiatical papers. Before
excavation could begin on the church building,
investigation was made in 1936 to verify where
his remains were located. Ed Negus describes
the work that followed in 1938.

“As I recall, we very carefully built the brick
wall around the remains, and then pre-cast a
slab of concrete that would fit right over the top
to complete the vault. Then they laid the wood
plank flooring in front of the altar so it could be
lifted up if necessary to get down to the vault
underneath.”

REDWOOD BEAMS

“You get in that church building and you
look up at those ceiling beams, they are 34 feet
long. I think from the insides of the wall is 28
foot, but those beams had to go back about 3
foot on each end. The Redwood beams were
hauled down from a CCC camp in Humboldt
County, Steven Park. (They were made from)
big old windfall redwood trees that fell in
Humboldt National Park. The CCC boys went
up and cleared out a lot of those old dead
windfalls, which was still good redwood. They
cut those according to what we wanted, rough
dimensions. Those ceiling beams across the
church are 12 inches wide, and 13 inches high
and 34 feet long. It was real wet redwood,
never been dried out yet, and we estimated 4
and a half pounds per square foot. You multiply
that out and you get practically one ton, (2000
pounds), and there you have a bunch of boys
manhandling to put those beams up there.”

“As I say, it was not just simply a job of
laying adobe brick — the concrete skeleton all
the way through, and those ceiling beams, you
had the crew to hew those beams out nice and
straight, 2 or 3 of them out of pretty good sized
chunks of redwood. It took a lot of supervision
to get those boys to do it, and I never had the




quarters building was completed in 1940. Park
residences, miscellaneous jobs, interior decor-
ations, etc. were made ready for the opening
ceremonies near the end of 1941.

The state historic monument was opened to
the public and outdoor festivities and a religious
services were given (the first in 105 years) on
December 7, 1941 — the day the Japanese
attacked Pear] Harbor and the U.S. entered
WWIL '

Ed Negus stated that he quit in “the spring of
1939 to help his dad in town.” However, there
may have been another reason. His wife,
Martha, had just given birth to their second
child, Carl Edward Negus, 6 March 1939, and
their first child, Annette Irene Negus, born 13
March 1937 was an active two-year-old. He
needed to be closer to home!

PHOTO FROM “California Mission Days” by Helen Bauer
(1957 California State Text Book)

Lompoc Legacy No. 92 will continue the 1988
interview of Ed Negus by Merlyn Chesnut.
While he was working on the rebuilding of the
mission, he was building his own house in
town. He tells us the way things were!
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