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1933
Martha Erickson drove out to see when Walt
Stewart and Ed Negus were going to be
finished with the new Honda School building
where she was to be the new teacher. From
there she needed to go out to Point Arguello
and talk to Mr. Bosworth, the clerk of the
Honda School board. The two carpenters
convinced her the road to Point Arguello was
very difficult to negotiate and Ed Negus
volunteered to drive her there in his car. The
Ed Negus interview continues:
MARTHA ERICKSON
HONDA SCHOOL TEACHER

“Kelly Hardenbrook was district attorney,
and his daughter had graduated from Berkeley
with Martha that same year. When Ida May
found out that there was going to be a new
school building, she said she knew a young
teacher just graduated that would be a good one
to teach that school. So Ida May called Martha
and told her there was an opening down here if
she can come down and apply for it before
anybody else does. Any way, the big Hall
Ranch that was just across the canyon from

where the school was built was vacant. Martha
found out about it and Marguerite Hall said if
she’d like to live out there, they’d like to have
her. So after work at five o’clock, we drove out
to Bosworth’s.  Well, very few people ever
drove out there and visited with the Bosworths
in the evening - the head keeper and assistant
keeper, and maybe somebody up at the (radio
compass) station, and when we got out there an
hour later, they had just finished supper.”

The Bosworths greeted Ed Negus because
they knew him from the many contracted tasks
he had performed at Point Arguello, sometimes
spending nights in the spare bedroom. “Of
course”, Ed Negus continues in the interview,
“they hadn’t met Martha yet, wanted to OK
Martha’s employment for the job. They talked
about a lot of things, about the school, and after
that they asked us to stay and play bridge. I’ve
played Pinochle and lots of other card games,
but I really wasn’t a bridge player. Anyway, we
ended up playing bridge for several games, and
the first thing we knew it was getting close to
eleven o’clock”.

“Well we drove out and got back to the
Honda where her car was, and she had just got
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wouldn’t let us kids drive, we weren’t old
enough, but my uncle Clarence would let me
drive his Ford car when he was around, so I was
used to driving a Ford. When I heard my
brother telling my dad that he thought there was
a good chance of getting a job as a delivery boy
at the bakery, I says, ‘That sounds good’ and I
jumped on my bike and went down and applied
for the job. They told me to show up the next
day, and I got the job then and there. My
brother didn’t like that a bit.” (We never did get
along. He was always beating up on me.) “He

was mad at me because I got the job. Our dad
said, ‘alright, the only difference is Ed went and
got the job, and all you did was sit and talk
about it.” That was the beginning of my
freshman year and I delivered bread all that
winter in the Model-T pickup.”

“I built up a pretty good route. I think I got
$5 a week for working two hours a night after
school, then on Saturday they kept us busy all
day. Anyway, I worked all winter until time to
play baseball in the spring, and I'd had enough
of it. I told my brother, Toby, ‘If you want that
darned job delivering bread you can have it’, so
he ran that bread route for two years. He was a
Junior in High School when I was a freshman.”

HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS

“I played baseball that spring, then football.
When I was a freshman was the first year they
had played other teams. I only got to play one
quarter of one game the first year, and then in
my sophomore year I played in several games.
In the middle of the season I got my leg injured
in practice. | had a sore leg in the first place,
and the coach told me to practice. I wasn’t in
uniform, just out there, and he said the play is
going around you. Well, one of the fellows I
didn’t like very much, and he didn’t like me, he
dove into me and he hit me so hard he split the
muscle in my leg. I was about six months on
crutches.  After that my whole leg was just
black and blue. 1 hadn’t played long enough
that year to make a letter.”

“In baseball in my sophomore year, I was
able to play part time in the outfield where I
didn’t have to run so much. Then I played
shortstop, and the last year I played third base. I
was able to get three stars in baseball.”

“Although my leg healed, it was always very
tender. After I was married, the kids would
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jump on my leg and it would hurt. That was the
main reason I went trapping back in the
mountains with my uncle — to walk — I liked to
walk, and by walking and building up my leg it
helped a lot. Before I hurt my leg it was nothing
for me to take off here and go up Miguelito
Canyon and walk over to the mouth of Jalama
Creek and go fishing. I knew the trails and
could walk that in four hours without any
trouble. If there was anybody over there I could
get a ride back to town.”

SUMMER JOBS

“I worked there in Las Cruces doing hay way
back in High School days. We’d work all day
and then go up to the hot springs and jump in,
instead of taking a bath — that’s where
everybody down there took a bath. I think it
was Loustalot that came up (when Ed was
fishing at Jalama) and said he was looking for
somebody to go to work for Vincente Guevara
in Los Cruces on the hay baler. I was looking
for a job right then and he said he had work on
the hay baler. He asked if I had a bedroll, and I
said ‘yeh’ I could get one if he took me home.
John Henning married Juana Guevara and
Vincente, her brother, was baling the hay. My
aunt Juana was doing the cooking. I got to
know the family real well from then on. After
he was married, my uncle, John Henning had
moved to Santa Barbara. The people who work
on ranches are just like family, you ate right in
the house.”

CHRISTMAS VACATION JOB
AT THE WAREHOUSES

Ed Negus worked in the warehouses during
Christmas vacations. “There was SP Moving
Company, they had four big warehouses — one
of them was Joe Milligan. He still has part of
one of the old warehouses. Quite often I would
go down there and get a job during Christmas
vacation. At that time they would be cleaning
beans. The beans would come in from the
farmers after they were threshed. They would
stack them up in different piles, and they were
all marked and numbered as fast as they came in
from the fields.

CONCRETE MIXER

“A year after I got out of High School I
bought a concrete mixer and (my father) was
able to do concrete work — put in foundations
and sidewalks. He was able then to figure on



moved in and ready to stay out there. She said,
“If you’ll build a fire in the wood stove (she
knew I hadn’t had supper) I’ll warm up a can of
beans’. That sounded good to me so I rustled
around and found plenty of wood and kindling
and got a fire going and she warmed up a can of
beans. I guess it must have been after midnight.
I left her there and came into town.”
COURTSHIP THWARTED

“I forgot to say that just as we left to go to
Point Arguello Walt Stewart said, ‘What should
I tell your wife if she wants to know where you
are?”” 1 said, ‘Tell her anything you want, I
don’t care’. Later on when I asked her for a
date, she said she had to do this or that so I
couldn’t get a date out of her in any way shape
or form.”

This went on through Christmas time when
Martha went home to visit her folks, and
through Easter vacation when she came to town
and stayed with the Hardenbrooks. There were
many weekends when she stayed in town just to
have somebody to talk to. But she always found
excuses to avoid Ed Negus. She asked Mrs.
Hardenbrook, “Who is that man, that old
married man that is trying to date me?” Mrs.
Hardenbrook finally figured out who it was, and
she said, “He’s not married”.

COURTSHIP AND MARRIAGE

Finally (in 1934) they had a date — “went to a
show or something like that” — and as things
progressed Ed asked her if she would like to get
married. She wanted to make a career of
teaching and wasn’t interested. Ed Negus per-
sisted and he tells that “it took me a year to
convince her I wanted to get married.” She
taught at Honda for two years and then had two
teaching offers. One was to teach in Lompoc
and the other was an offer to teach at Elwood,
the richest school district in the county (because
of the Tecalote oil well this side of Santa
Barbara).

Ed Negus convinced Martha Erickson to take
the job in town because, he said, “If you go to
Elwood it is too far for me to drive down to see
you.” (It was 1935) “So then New Year’s Eve I
gave her the diamond ring. We were married
the day after school was out on June 12, 1936.”

FROM FINLAND TO LOMPOC
Martha Erickson was born in Everett,
Washington April 3, 1910. Her parents were

Spring 1935
Honda School students made a historical presentation
using a scroll with scenes of the Revolutionary War to be
rolled into view. It was impressive and was shown to other
county schools and the school in town. Adam Signorelli
remembers traveling with the presentation.
Scene: Sailing ship Caption: England Tea Laws

Left to right: Adam Signorelli, Harry Simoni, Pete Signor-
elli (hand on face), Eimer Simoni and Silvia Rizzoli

Carl G. and Anna (Mietiman) Erickson, both
born in Finland. The Ericksons moved to
Petaluma, California in 1912 where Martha’s
father was a poultryman. The family spoke only
Finnish in the home. Martha had to learn
English at age six when she started to school.
She learned to read and write Finnish at home,
and in school she learned the correct use of the
English language — “not”, as Ed Negus says,
“the way I learned, running around here with
other kids.”

Martha attended Santa Rosa Junior College
for two years after she graduated from High
School in Petaluma. She spent one year in
Penngrove as a student teacher, and then went
on to San Jose State. Her last college year was
spent at Berkeley where she graduated in 1933
with a major in botany. She had taken two
summer schools, one at San Francisco State and
one at San Jose State.

ED NEGUS LEARNED TO WORK

Even in the depression, Ed Negus had plenty
of work to do. It all started long before the hard
times of the 1930’s. “In my freshman year of
high school I got a job after school delivering
bread on a route for Sorenson’s Bakery, and I
had to collect the money. I can remember a loaf
of white bread was six cents at that time. A
small French loaf was 6 cents and the large one
was 10 cents, raisin bread was 12 cents and a
regular lemon pie was 25 cents. My dad




by his father, and his knowledge of cement and
stone construction were natural qualifications
when the restoration of La Purisima Mission
began to be considered. Two years after he
assisted Walt Stewart in the building of Honda
Schoolhouse, where he met Martha Erickson,
Ed Negus was hard at work building a stonewall
at Santa Rosa Park.
THE MISSION

In the 1988 interview by Merlyn Chesnut,
she said, “Tell me about the CCC and La
Purisima.”

Ed Negus tells the story, “I’'m not sure who
made arrangements for the National Park
Service to have a CCC camp built there. [ knew
Wally Penfield the County Director of Parks
had a lot to do with it, and a couple of other
outstanding members of the County
Administration at that time, were really the ones
who saw the possibility of getting a CCC camp
here, but they didn’t own the property (where
the mission was reconstructed).”

SANTA ROSA PARK

“The county owned a piece of property on
Santa Rosa Road. There is a plaque there
showing 5 or 6 names of people who donated
the property for a park. But they needed a rock
wall built there to make a parking lot, and use
the side-hill for a county park for barbecues, or
a place you could go for a picnic. Wally
Penfield made the plans. The county was going
to have the work done by welfare labor, but it
was too big a job for welfare labor where they
only worked so many hours a week and you
never could depend on who was going to be
there or what was going to be done.”

CIVILIAN CONSERVATION CORPS

After excavations were made for the foot-
ings for the wall, “They decided if they could
get a CCC (Civilian Conservation Corps) camp,
the CCC camp could build that wall. If they
could acquire the ground where the ruins of La
Purisima mission were, why they could also
clean up around the old ruins there. They built
the CCC camp for the Santa Rosa Park right in
front of the mission. That was called Santa
Rosa Park Camp — built on the bean field right
in front of the mission. Then they proceeded to
acquire that property. It took a year for the
county to raise the money, acquire the property
and getting it legally straightened out.”

FIRST CCC CAMP AT THE MISSION

The “Santa Rosa Park Camp” with tents for the CCC
crews was built in the bean field in front of the Mission
Residence building. Mission ruins are in the background.

JUNIOR FOREMAN

“The CCC boys showed up and they put ‘em
to work, cleaning the willows out of the river
channel so the water would flow to the ocean. I
was hired to do masonry work out on Santa
Rosa road. There were 220 boys in a CCC
camp. So the first year I was in charge of
building the wall out there. I usually had from
45 to 65 boys out there. We had to go quarry
the rock out and haul it up and build the wall.
At that time I was a junior foreman, hired under
a field agreement. The CCC boys were 18-25
years old. Here I was only 28, so they signed
me up as a junior foreman. They had to wait a
couple weeks because I was on another job.”

ED’S UNIFORM

“Bill Primm was our inspector for the district
of Southern California and every week or two
he’d come out on the jobs to see how things
were going. I had been told not to make the
boys work, but to teach them to work. The only
way you can teach boys how to handle rocks is
to get right in there and show them, so I’d be out
there and I would work right with those boys.
Mr. Primm (the District Inspector), the
Superintendent and two or three other foremen



jobs and depend on being able to get the work
done, because he was the only contractor in
town at that time who had a concrete mixer. I
was able to help my dad get jobs that had
concrete work.”
WORK IN THE DEPRESSION

Ed Negus graduated from high school in
1925 and worked for his father staying very
busy doing carpentry and cement work until “by
1932 the depression became noticeable in this
town. The town was only 2500 at that time.
During the depression there was very little work

and that’s when I did some work at Miguelito
Park in 1932 and 1933.”

Before the depression set in Ed Negus and
his father kept busy with business and home
construction. When asked what buildings in
town they worked on, Negus replied, “Beattie
Motors, Bill Schuyler and Fred Ruffner,
Chevrolet Garage, in the 100 block on North H
street on the west side where Mrs. Harris’ house
used to be. It was the George Harris house and
Bill Schuyler bought that property, the house
was moved off and they built the Chevrolet
Garage right on that corner. Now there are a
bunch of small businesses there. The building
next to it was Stillman Cleaners. 1 built that
building and we did a lot of work on the old
Ruffner garage, when the Record moved from
the 100 block East Ocean, on the right side
going east. The Record moved over to the old
Chevrolet Garage we remodeled that, then they
tore the building out and rebuilt completely.
The La Purisima Inn (on North H, north of
Walnut Ave.) was built by Bill Fortney, way
back in the middle of the twenties.”

“I stayed mostly in home (construction). I
built a home for Bill Schuyler, and later one for
Al Schuyler, and William Schuyler and one for
Darryl Schuyler. I built a home for Charley
Sudden and it is still sitting up on the hill.
There are many houses around, I can’t think of
the names.”

(In 1932) “T was working for Jim Noon on
the music building and auditorium for the High
School. Now the city has the building. Jim
Noon was a contractor from Los Angeles. I told
him I was figuring (for a bid on a garage), but I
only had a small mixer, and he told me if I
wanted to use his big one sack mixer we could
take the men who were working for him, and

put that in just for the cost. He said I’d helped
him out a lot on the auditorium. The result was
that an (un-named) competitor beat our bid by
$100.00.”
UNFAIR COMPETITION

“Now, it just happened that a couple other
times the same competitor had beat us out by
$100.00, and it made my Dad a little bit
distrustful of some people. So later when Stan
Ruffner wanted a house built he brought the
plans to us and the same contractor was also
figuring the job. My dad said, ‘There’s no use
figuring it’”, since we had already been beat by

a $100.00 on several other jobs. “I told him,
‘Let’s figure the absolute cost with no profit at
all, and turn that figure in. If we get the job
we’ll work for nothing.” So we did and after the
bids we got a card from the owner that our
competitor had beaten us by $100. That was
fine and dandy. Well, about three months later
my competitor was in there and said, ‘Good
God, you’re figuring these jobs cheap aren’t
you?” I said ‘Damn, it serves you right. You
want to beat us by $100.00, well go right ahead
and beat us’. (He didn’t realize we were aware
of what he was doing and had set him up). He
lost money on that job.”
THE DEPRESSION DEEPENED

The county arranged for Civilian Conser-
vation Corps (CCC) youth and involved them
with other projects prior to the major rebuilding
of La Purisima Mission. The work Ed Negus
had done in Miguelito Park in 1932 and 1933
made him a natural selection to work with CCC
boys doing some stonework at Nojoqui Falls
County Park. His foreman skills, taught to him

NOJOQUI FALLS PARK STONE INCINERATOR
. The CCC boys built trails at Nojoqui Falls Park and this
stone incinerator under the direction of Ed Negus in 1935.
The Architects, Engineers and historical archaeologists
were not yet ready with plans to restore the mission.




pleting her second year teaching at Honda
School and was going to be teaching in Lompoc
in the next school year.

THE WEDDING
Ed Negus and Martha Erickson set their
wedding date for June 12, 1936, just after school
was out for summer vacation. They were
married in St. John’s Chapel in Del Monte, near
Monterey. Martha’s parents were able to come
there from Petaluma, and there was a small
group of teacher friends who attended the
wedding from Lompoc.
Signing the “Bridal Party” list were:
Mary Elizabeth Bucher
Mrs. Borghild Decker
Leonard Decker Jr.
Mrs. Marion Jensen
Eileen Donovan
Helen Gustafson
Anna H. Erickson (Martha’s mother)
Carl G. Erickson (Martha’s father)

MARTHA ERICKSON — HONDA SCHOOL TEACHER

ED NEGUS

MARTHA (ERICKSON) NEGUS



showed up to see how I was making out. The
Superintendent spotted me right off and walked
toward me. [ was still helping the boys out and
the District Inspector, looking all over, asked,
“Where is your foremen?’ I was standing right
along side of him and he looked at me, stripped
to the waist and sweating, same as the boys...
He asked me how things were going and asked a
lot of questions and he walked around. A week
after that there was a memorandum come out
from the Region office: ‘All F oremen shall be in
uniform at all times.” Mr. Johnston, my super-
intendent said, “This is directed to you.” He said
Mr. Primm wanted to know why 1 wasn’t in
uniform. I looked at Hageman the architect, Ed
Rowe the landscape architect, and Art Goelz the
engineer, sitting around the office with their
shirts pressed and cleaned and in uniform all the
time. Here I was, out there sweating away with
those kids and I said, ‘I'll be damned if I’'m
going to pay the laundry bill to have these shirts
cleaned and pressed every dang day. When I go
out there to work and get the job done, I'm
going to peel my shirt off, and if they don’t like
it they can lump it.’”

MARTHA ERICKSON AT SURF
Martha Erickson is standing beside her Model-A Ford
coupe at Surf. The Morinini store is in the background. it
was the closest “civilization” to the Honda School where
she was the teacher, 1933-35.

1935
A TRIP TO PETALUMA

Meanwhile Martha Erickson was finishing
her second year teaching at Honda School. That
year, showing personal caring for her students
and their families, she took Adam Signorelli and
his cousin Virginia on an adventurous trip to
Petaluma to visit her parents. They traveled in
her little black Model-A Ford coupe. In San
Francisco, they drove onto the ferry and crossed
San Francisco Bay to Marin County to continue

on to Petaluma. Adam Signorelli remembers
looking west from the ferry and seeing the
suspension towers in place during the construc-
tion of the Golden Gate Bridge. He has yet to
return to see the completed bridge!

By then Martha had learned Ed Negus was
not married and he convinced her she should
take the job teaching in the elementary school in
town. His foreman job on the mission restor-
ation project offered him a secure position in the
midst of the depression. For them, things were
not so bleak at all.

LA PURISIMA MISSION

“It took them a year to get the plans ready to
excavate that first year, then after they got the
OK and it became a State property, we could g0
to work on the buildings. In the meantime they
changed the name from Santa Rosa Park camp
to La Purisima State Historical Monument.
Then I was legally transferred from one camp to
another camp and given additional duties. I
became a construction foreman.” (“A foreman
in the National park Service cannot be given a
raise in salary without being transferred from
one park to another.”)

“The first plans that Hageman the architect
drafted and approved by the regional office in
San Francisco, was to preserve the historical
ruins of the mission. Something had to be done
on top of the walls so they wouldn’t erode away
any more. The adobe brick had practically
reverted to just adobe dirt and there was no
strength to it any more...so the section of wall

we had to preserve had to have an elevated
foundation under it. We had to go in there and
pour an elevated foundation underneath those
sections of walls to hold then so we could
straighten them out on top to preserve them.
That was the first job okayed by the regional
office in San Francisco.”
1936

The mission restoration was beginning to
grow beyond simple preservation of what was
left of the ruins and there didn’t seem to be a
good “stopping point”. The project therefore
continued according to restoration plans agreed
upon in an August 1934 meeting.

THINGS WERE GOING WELL

- The mission restoration provided Ed Negus
with a consistent income in the midst of the
depression. Martha Erickson was just com-
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SCHOOL TEACHER FRIENDS
Martha Negus, Eileen Donovan,
Mrs. Chet Shirk and Mary Elizabeth Bucher

See Lompoc Legacy No. 91 for more of the
1988 interview of Ed Negus by Merlyn Ches-
nut. His memories of the rebuilding of the
mission give us a “hands on” perspective!
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The witnesses were from Penngrove where Martha
(Erickson) Negus did her student teaching. Penngrove is
near Petaluma and O. P. and E. H. Ness may have been
family friends. They probably drove Martha's parents to
the wedding.
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