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CLOSING THE GAP - 100 Years Ago

Lompoc - at the end of the world

Lompoc was the largest community “caught in the
middle” when the Southern Pacific Railroad was
Dpainstakingly slow in coming to the Central Coast of
California. The tracks were being constructed
through the Salinas Valley to Santa Margarita from
the north, and were making their way through Santa
Barbara from the south when the Big Boom came to
an end in 1887. “Uncle” Collis P. Huntington
called a halt to construction and Lompoc waited ..

Pacific Railroad Bill

Congress passed, and Abraham Lincoln signed into
law, the Pacific Railroad Bill calling for the support
of construction of Railroads from East to West
across the U.S. San Francisco broke into great
rejoicing and celebration! The trip around the Homn
took an average of 100 days, and passengers could
make it across the Isthmus of Panama in 25 days.
The rails gave promise of a trip that would take less
than a week!

“...The soul-stirring strains of bands inter-mingled
with the crash of artillery, the cracking of small
arms, the flaunting of Flags, the booming of heavy
cannon, and the huzzas of the dense mass of people
choking streets, windows and doors, created a scene
of excitement that will only be matched when the
first Iron Horse pulls in to San Francisco.”

Oregon connected to California

“The last spike in the northern division of the
Southern Pacific railroad which completes the
railroad between Oregon and California was driven

October 10, 1887. We may expect to learn of a
transfer of construction forces to this section of
unbuilt road very soon. The trouble now seems to
be that the Southern Pacific folks have a dozen or
more projects on foot that demand more laborers
than they can procure, hence the suspension for a
time on the coast route”

Lompoc never dreamed it would be 12 long years of
waiting ...

The coast route could wait because San Francisco
and Los Angeles were connected through the
Southemn Pacific R.R. line in the California Central
Valley.

The Narrowing Gap - Rincon to Paso Robles
“A gentleman who came up the coast Sunday says
that the railroad surveyor’s pegs have been seen
driven as far as the Rincon.” April 28, 1886.

The line was approaching Paso Robles. May 16,
1886.

“The Southern Pacific, it is reported, is rushing on
the extension line below Soledad with great
vigor...” This June 28, 1886, Soledad report was
part of an article on the railroad survey of Gaviota
Pass. Lompoc vigorously sought the inland route
from Gaviota through the San Julian to San Luis
Obispo that would have put Lompoc on the main
line.

“If the Southern Pacific Railroad does not follow
around the coast line instead of going through the
Gaviota Pass on its way to San Luis Obispo it will
not be the fault of the Lompoc Record which has
made a vigorous fight to secure the advantage.”
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Santa Barbara County at Guadalupe. “The long steel
bridge across the Santa Maria river at Guadalupe is
about finished. It will easily rank among the best of
its kind on the Pacific coast. To build this mammoth
structure took much hard work and the program was
necessarily slow but it is a fine piece of work,
consiting of seven spans each 100 feet in length
resting on solid pieces of masonry.”
Surveying the Gap
The Santa Barbara Morning Press had reported the
RR Surveyors had been through Shuman Canyon in
July, 1894, and in April, 1895 they were on the
Sudden Ranch. “The R.R. survey is now located at a
point near Mr. Sudden’s ranch house, the line run
about 150 feet east of...the Lighthouse reserve on
Point Arguello. Mr. Estes moved his camp to
Espada creek (Jalama) near the old adobe. It has
been found necessary to run a small tunnel in order
to pass the bold bluff east of the Sudden ranch
house.”
“W.S. McKay of Lompoc secured the contract from
the Southern Pacific Company to do six miles of
grading. The contract calls for moving 50,000 vards
( of sand at ten cents per yard and sixty days...to
complete the work. Mr. McKay has about 50
teams...and hay and grain close to his contract work
(and) expects to make a good thing out of it.”

Shumar Canyon

In the meantime, work had been in progress at
Shuman’s Pass just north of Casmalia in July 1895.
The Santa Barbara Moming Press correspondents
“In search of railroad news went from Lompoc
Landing...to Shuman Pass, 15 miles from the
landing” where they found 130 teams and two
hundred men “grading and filling at Shuman’s
Pass.”  The three mile contracted section was
expected to take five or six months to complete.
Work was also in progress from Guadalupe to the
pass.

The cut through Shuman Canyon was about
complete according to the Oct. 8, 1895 Santa
Barbara Morning Press. From there the route ran
past Casmalia toward the ocean and then turned
south where a bridge was built over Los Alamos
(San Antonio) creck.

Bridgeport at the Santa Ynez River

A temporary bridge was built over the Santa Ynez
river, and in June, 1896 piers for the permanent
bridge were being put in place. In October 1895 the
track was to be laid from Shuman Canyon to
Bridgeport, a railroad camp town Just north of the
Santa Ynez river. The permanent bridge was
completed in April, 1897. Lompoc farmers were
making money providing teams for the work, and for
hay to feed the horses. Mr. Wines was making
preparations for a line of stages between Lompoc



Railroad reaches Santa Barbara
In the fall of 1886 a tent city sprang up on Ortega
Hill just east of Montecito. “Here were quartered
the graders, spikers, rail-toters, surveyors and
engincers who had the job of hewing a roadbed out
of the seaside cliffs for the rails and cross ties of the
new Southern Pacific Coast Division.”

“For months the dusty country roads of Montecito
were traveled by surreys, tallyhos and two-wheel
carts as sightseers by the hundred did their “sidewalk
superintending” for C. P. Huntington’s workmen.”
“One of the most memorable days in the pueblo’s
history was August 20, 1887, when the first
diamond-stacked locomotive puffed into town
dragging a ‘comsist’” of wooden day coaches,
trimmed with bunting and loaded with excursionists
from Los Angeles. The guests who were served at
the picnic tables under the oaks at Burton Mound
numbered 5000 in all, at a time when the population
of Santa Barbara were barely that many.”

The Southern Pacific ended at Ellwood
The trains snaked their way through Santa Barbara
past a later roundhouse “(the only one in the world
resembling a bull ring in Madrid)” and on to
Victoria Station. From there the tracks followed a
winding route to Hope Ranch Park and the twisting
Vigja Drive. It was claimed by old-timers that the
original route continued to zig and zag westward
because “the contractor was paid by the mile.”
“This looping twisting method continued afier the
railroad left the highlands of northwestern Hope
Ranch and headed across More Mesa in the general
direction of More’s Landing.”

Lompoc’s hopes dashed

“The railroad track is laid to J. F* More’s ranch and
the graders are now at Ellwood Cooper’s. The road
is pointing well toward Gaviota.” Nov. 8, 1887.
“Mr. Walter Huyck is back from a visit to Santa
Barbara and reports the progress of the railroad
towards Gaviota as far as W. W. Hollister’s Glen
Annie Rancho. The track is laid to the Phillips tract.”
Nov. 12, 1887
The railroad went past Goleta, “then situated in the
vicinity of Hollister and Patterson. Still resembling
a snake’s track, it got as far as Ellwood Cooper’s
olive ranch. There it dead-ended at a turntable for
14 years.” The collapse of the economic boom in
1887 ended the westward construction of the
railroad beyond that point. The “Gap” from there to
Paso Robles was 125 miles.

Narrow Guage RR to Los Olivos
Meanwhile, the Pacific Coast R.R from Port Harford
to San Luis Obispo and south to Los Alamos
through Santa Maria was being extended to Los
Olivos.

“There are one hundred and seventy-five white men,
one hundred Chinamen and sixty teams at work on
the Pacific Coast railroad extension from Los
Alamos to the new town of El Olivar.” (Los Olivos)
July 23, 1888
When the Southern Pacific stopped work on the
“Gap”, there were those who wanted the Pacific
Coast Railroad to extend its line from Los Olivos to
Lompoc. Rumors persisted that the extension to
Santa Ynez or Ballard and on to Buell was in the
works during the 1890°s. But Mattei’s Tavern, with
its stagecoach connection to Coldspring Tavern, and
over San Marcos Pass to Santa Barbara continued to
be the “end of the line”.
Southern Pacific from the North

There were optimistic bits of news along the route
coming from the north. “It is reported that in view
of the prospects of the railroad passing near
Guadalupe, the town is beginning to revive...” Santa
Barbara Morning Press, July 3, 1887
“There will be a station and town on the Casmalia
rancho just below Shuman pass where the road
passes at that point.” Santa Barbara Moming Press,
July 23, 1887
Although the progress was seriously delayed, work
did continue southward in the Salinas Valley. By
the end of 1888, tunnels were to be dug and the
grading for the tracks to Santa Margarita was almost
in place. “Eight hundred men have arrived in San
Luis Obispo from Monterey and are expected to
devote their time for the next six months to boring
holes in the hillside from there to Templeton.” “The
railroad is fully graded four miles beyond Templeton
and will be running to Santa Margarita before next
New Year.” Dec. 1, 1888
But that’s where it ended for another five years. The
surveyors were called off in 1888 and the work of
building Santa Margarita tunnels was delayed until
April, 1892. The construction of the winding
roadbed descending the Cuesta grade continued
through 1893 and San Luis Obispo was finally
connected with San Francisco in 1894. The first
train arrived in San Luis Obispo, May 5, 1894
Santa Barbara was connected by rail to Los Angeles,
and taking into account that San Luis Obispo was
connected to Santa Maria and on to Los Olivos via
the Pacific Coast Railway, it is no wonder Lompoc,
alone in its isolation, listened mtently to every
railroad rumor being whispered. But the tracks were
still slow in coming.

Santa Maria River and Guadalupe
“For several years Santa Barbarans had read
accounts of the Southern Pacific railroad’s progress
in the San Luis Obispo area.” By August 1895 a
substantial bridge had been built across the Santa
Maria River and the northern end of the gap was in
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The contractors, Stone and McMurtrie began
grading at Surf on April 14, 1899. It was an easy
job and with only a few mild curves ahead of them,
the tracks were going by LaSalle School in May.
The rails reached the town limits ahead of schedule
on June 2 and proceeded up Laurel Avenue. By
June 7 they were at the depot site between F and G
Streets. An extra force was engaged to smooth
Laurel Avenue with cooperation between the
railroad and the town’s people. The first train arrived
(from San Francisco) at the Lompoc depot on June
22, 1899 at 8:30 mn the evening. Instead of stopping
at Surf, the train continued into Lompoc much to the
delight and pleasure of the citizens of the town!

A southbound train departed from San Francisco at
8:30 in the morning with stops in almost every town
south of San Jose and arrived in Lompoc 313 miles
distance at 8 P.M. The northbound train left
Lompoc at 5:30 A.M. and was scheduled to arrive in
San Francisco at 4:10 in the afternoon. 6,000 tons of
limestone were hauled from the quarries on the Frick
ranch in Miguelito canyon to the Lompoc depot
between July and October 1899. The quarries had
been purchased by Union Sugar Co. Lompoc went
mto the new century with a marvelous freight
delivery system.

The End of Lompoc Landing

The Lompoc Landing where ships had docked once
a week, (in good weather) fell into disuse and was
abandoned. Warchouses were built along Laurel
Avenue near the Lompoc railroad depot. For two
years, 1899-1901, shipping was predominantly to
and from San Francisco markets. Closing the gap
would soon connect Lompoc with “the world!”

Closing The Gap
The railroad construction west of Santa Barbara had
stopped at “Elwood” in 1887. (one “1” had been
dropped from Ellwood Cooper’s name) To that
point, the tracks had avoided cuts and fills as much
as possible and were therefore “crooked as a snakes
track”, The “Story” Coast Division survey in the
1880’s would have had the trains following in and
out of every canyon between Ellwood and Surf with
as few cuts and fills as possible.
The Story survey was replaced by 1898 with the
Hood Survey which laid out the tracks following the
coast in as straight a line as possible. This line
required innumerable cuts, fills and trestles, with
tunnels thrown in near Point Arguello and Point
Concepcion where the mountain comes down to the
sea.

Surf to Concepcion
Financial conditions of the country and in the
California central coast area began to improve and

that allowed the Southern Pacific railroad to begin
the final act in the closing of the remaining 56-mile
gap. Ten flat cars of heavy steel rails appeared in
San Luis Obispo in November 1898 and earlier in
April, 1898 a slight increase in workers began to
appear on the six mile stretch of graded road
between Surf and Honda Canyon. The work, after a
four-year delay, had begun! Tracks were laid from
Surf (mile 302.7 from San Francisco) to Honda
(mile 308.2) by mid-December 1898 and were
ballasted the following month.

The Honda trestle completed in July 1899

The 541-foot bridge at Honda Canyon was under
construction as early as April, 1899. It’s completion
was essential for work on the tracks to continue on
to Gaviota. The stone footings had been finished,
but W. E. Marsh, SP’s bridge engineer supervising
the job, was concerned about high winds making the
handling of sixty-foot beams dangerous and
unwieldy. Thompson Bridge Co. had the contract
and slow but sure progress was being made in May,
1899.

The SP general contractors for the construction of
the tracks from Surf to Ellwood, had three grading
camps working beyond Honda. Each camp was
marked by a cluster of white tents. Every hill and
dale required a cut, a drainage arch and a fill. R. F.
Smith Co. was contractor for 2 % miles of roadbed
across the Espada Ranch owned by Robert Sudden.
It wasn’t hard digging, except the wind blew sand so
that workers had to wear eye goggles. Sudden
station was built (a depot, a corral, a section house
and a signal maintainer’s house).

A mile from the Sudden station, tunnel No. 12 (mile
318.3) was required to be drilled through a hill high
above an ocean bluff. The tunnel, 811-feet in length,
was dug by Carney, Roy and Higbee, contractors.
The completion of the Honda viaduct at the end of



and Santa Barbara via Gaviota as soon as the road
reached the river. (The next five year delay was
good for his business!)
Another economic advantage was gained by the R.R.
as intentions were to bore for oil on R.R. land in the
vicinity of Shuman Canyon where a large deposit of
asphaltum had been discovered. This was not the
only place in this section where oil indications were
Very promising.

Survey Team at Lompoc Landing
Tons of cement were being off-loaded at Gaviota by
the contractors, McNulty and Stone. All indications
were that work was immediately going to begin on
the “closing of the gap” (now down to 50 miles). A
previous offer of free land and $50,000 cash by the
Dibblees to route the railroad through the San Julian
rancho had been tarned down, but rumors still could
be heard... A company of nine railroad surveyors
had taken up board with Sylvester Lansdell at
Lompoc Landing in October 1895, with the prospect
of making the landing “hotel” their headquarters for
six months. A question on SOme nNCws reporters’
minds was, “If they should be seen coming up the
valley, might there be a surmise that a change of
route was probable?” After another delay of two
years, Lompoc Valley was surveyed for the railroad
branch line into Lompoc. By then, the town realized
it was not going to be the main route.

The cantilever bridge over the Santa Ynez River was
completed in April 1887. It was replaced in recent years
by the steel bridge seen there now.

Baroda

The bridge across the Santa Ynez River was
supposed to have been the start of serious efforts to
close the gap. The terminus of the railroad there was
to have lasted only a few months, but the 1893 panic
in the Eastern money markets was worsened by a
mid-nineties drought in Southem California.
Agriculture and  stock-raising districts suffered
intensely and the cities reflected their losses.
The rowdy railroad construction town, consisted of
numerous saloons and a few shops and stores, was
now on the south side of the river. There was a wye
in the tracks south of the bridge that allowed the
trains to turn around for their northbound run, Some
grading continued in the vicintty and the spur into
Lompoc was contemplated, so the Railroad town
survived the hard times. The more sedate Surf, with
its important depot became a small community
higher on the Mesa.

Lompoc’s Access to the North
The branch line from Lompoc to what would be
Surf, nine miles away, was being planned as early as
1894. A five member committee was arranging for a
right of way by the end of 1895 and George Roberts,
who had been the secretary of the original Lompoc
Valley Land Company in 13874, met with Sp
Officials in San Francisco, keeping Lompoc on their
agenda.

An important profit motive brought about quick
action in 1899. Union Sugar was expecting to begin
operations in the summer of 1899 and they needed
limestone for the sugar making process. Limestone
was available in upper Miguelito canyon necar
Lompoc and a mining operation went into full
swing. Also, the drought had been broken with eight
days of rain, and sugar beets were planted in
Lompoc valley for the Betteravia sugar mull. The
branch line was promised to be completed in time
for the autumn harvest according to H. E.
Huntington, Collis P. Huntington’s nephew.
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was finished, the famed Cojo fill (270,000 yards of
carth) at the other end of the gap was also
completed.
Concepcion was at mile 3253 and Naples was at
mile 355. The gap was now less than 30 miles and
construction was progressing at both ends.

Bridges and Grading Between
As soon as the 661 foot long viaduct over Dos
Pueblos Canyon was completed in carly May 1900
track-layers found three miles of roadbed ready for
them. Graders were already working on the next
dozen miles ahead. The fill at Llagas Canyon
slowed progress only a short while and tracks were
laid to El Capitan. At the end of September, the El
Capitan 751 foot long viaduct was completed.

The 771-foot bridge at El Capitan

Tunnel 13 and tracks toward Gaviota

E. J. Camey and his tunnel and his “cut” crew
finished 715 foot long Tunnel 13 (mile 334.4) in
January, 1900 before the tracks were approaching
the area. His crew went back to work on a huge cut
in the hill between Gato and St. Augustine Canyons
five miles east of Point Concepcion. Considered the
largest cut of the entire job, the 83,000 cubic yards
included some solid rock blasting. The cut was
completed in April 1900. At the end of May, tracks
were laid and construction trains were running as far
as the viaduct being constructed over Alegria
Canyon only four miles from Gaviota. Sometime in
late June, a landslide just west of Alegria Canyon
dumped the roadbed into the sea. Track work
stopped until a sea wall was built to stabilize the
cliffs. Some grading was rerouted further inland in
other places.

By the time the fiscal year ended June 30, 1900, the
gap was reduced to 17.9 miles. The completed track
in the northern segment had been extended 26.9
miles to Cuarta Canyon near Tumnel 13, and the

southern segment was 5.9 miles from Ellwood at
Gato Canyon near El Capitan. (The Gato Canyon
near El Capitan is not to be confused with the Gato
Canyon near Point Concepcion.) Tunnel 13 was
climinated (daylighted) in 1942-43.

The Alegria Canyon bridge (636 feet long) was
completed in September 1900. Just a little over a
mile down the track was Agua Caliente Canyon
(Mile 337.2) only requiring a 431 foot span,
probably completed in October 1500.
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The mascnry was in place awaiting te 60-ft. bridge at
Refugio. In Nov. 1900 the GAP was closing fast.

A Week Delay a Refugio
Meanwhile, quick progress was being made on the
“southern” section. But in mid-October the large
derrick of the Thompson Bridge Co. was being
moved from Corral Canyon near El Capitan to
nearby Refugio when the track settled and the huge
crane fell. The derrick was badly damaged and the
donkey engine was demolished. A replacement was
found at San Pedro and in a weeks time, repairs and
replacement had been completed. The short 60 foot
span at Refugio (Mile 348) was in place by
November, and tracks were laid to Arroyo Hondo
(343.6 miles from San Francisco). The gap was less
than five miles. The Arroyo Hondo 541 foot viaduct
was completed and tracks were laid to Cementerio
Canyon by the time the 811 foot Gaviota viaduct
was completed Dec. 12, 1900.

No “Golden Spike”

While the Gaviota bridge was being completed the
tracks had been laid across it, so that on the same
day the bridge was done, tracks were laid another
mile to the edge of Cementerio Canyon. Now the
gap was only 751 feet — the length of the Cementerio
Canyon viaduct!
The stone foundations were aiready in place and the
steel structure of the Cementerio bridge (mile 339.8)
began to be put in place. The “last Spike” was
probably a rivet as the last rail was laid on December
31, 1900. At seven P.M. that dark winter night, the
first train passed over the new bridge and the Gap
was closed!
Collis P. Huntington had declared there would be no



July 1899 made it possible to deliver equipment and
materials by rail to the crews working toward
Jalama. Tunnel 12 at Espada Bluff was readily
completed by the end of August and tracks were laid
that far. The tunnel contractors advanced to Tunnel
13 sixteen miles further down the coast. Tunnel 12
was eliminated (daylighted) 1956-1938.
The tracks, extended to Jalama Creek in October
1899, allowed trains to bring steel for the 451-foot
viaduct across that canyon (320.3 miles from San
Francisco). The bridge was built by January 1900.
A few weeks later, the tracks were laid to
Concepeion, 22.6 miles from Surf. Eight stock
corrals were built at that point. About April 10,
1900 Southern Pacific announced that construction
trains would also handle freight over this new “line”
for delivery at Arguello, Sudden, Jalama and
Concepcion stations.

Elwood (Ellwood) Westward!
The local freight train pulled into Santa Barbara
station yards March 17, 1899 with ten additional
cars of carts, wagons, scrapers etc. for railroad
grading activity. P.J. McCormick was ready to begin
his grading contract. The next day the equipment
was delivered to Ellwood where the 1887 tracks
ended at Winchester Canyon.
Work was finally progressing at the castern end of
the gap. The delay had been caused by
misunderstandings between the SP railroad and the
Hollister family and other rancho owners along the
new proposed line. Giant earth fills would not only
block the sea views from ranch houses, but the sea
breezes were also being cut off. The right-of-way
had been granted earlier, however, legal matters held
up the signing of the deeds until February 19, 1900.
With assurances from the Hollister estate as early as
October 1899, SP had let grading contracts that
month,
The curvy, twisted route built in 1887 was replaced
by a straight track through Goleta Valley, following
the new “Hood” Survey. 1000 men were swarming
at seventeen camps on the landscape grading a rail
roadbed west of Ellwood. It started on March 27,
1899 when a gang of 25 experienced men from Los
Angeles broke ground at Ellwood under
McCormick’s supervision on their way to Bell
Canyon. Soon there were 200 men with a promise
of more to be added as the grading continued. A
masonry drainage arch was built at the bottom of
Bell Canyon to be covered with fill. This was taking
place in April 1899,

Slow down at Eagle Canyon
Also in April another grading firm, Adolph Ramish
and Martin Marsh, was planning their contract for a
cut and fill in Eagle Canyon. Unfortunately, their

work was delayed for several months because of
continuing right-of-way problems. A prominent
Santa Barbara real estate man, Louis B. Dreyfus,
was surprised when he read in the Santa Barbara
paper that Ramish and Marsh were establishing their
camp on his mother’s land at Eagle Canyon he and
stopped the progress of the work. C. P. Huntington,
in San Francisco was not amused by the new delay,
and made it known in Santa Barbara that Southemn
Pacific had an inland railroad from San Francisco to
Los Angeles and unless they could build it without
taking every man into court they didn’t really need
the coast route. He let pressure from Santa Barbara
committees finally conclude satisfactory agree-
ments with Dreyfus and others.

Ramish and Marsh began moving earth at Eagle
Canyon in June 1899, but not much could be done
until the stone drainage culvert was in place. Stones
had to be transported from the quarry to the site.
The fill began to take shape when the masonry was
completed.

Carloads of rails had been accumulated ahead of
their scheduled use. There were 30 cars loaded with
rails in Santa Barbara and another 24 cars at Goleta.
By the end of 1899 the Bell and Tecolote canyon
fills were completed and the Eagle Canyon fill was
needed to bring the tracks to Naples. The structural
steel fabricated by Phoenix Bridge Co. for the Dos
Pueblos viaduct had been quietly parked on flat cars
at Ellwood.

At last, on March 15, 1900 a crew of forty men
began laying rails at Ellwood. By March 29 the rails
were completed to the brink of Eagle Canyon. Early
in April the fill was ready for tracks and by Apnil 7,
a construction train reached Naples, four miles from
Elwood. Just a week before the Eagle Canyon fill
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The 661-foot bridge being built over Dos Pueblos Canyon,
completed in May 1800.
6 .




“Golden Spike” celebration as at Promentory, Utah.
He concluded the $600,000 spent on the celebration
was a complete waste of R.R. dollars. Besides,
ballasting needed to be done, and more stations
needed to be built. There was plenty of celebration
in Santa Barbara when scheduled trains began to run
on March 31, 1900.

The footings were in place for the Gaviota Trestle

This unidentified photo may have b’e‘er; tmhé'c.onstruction of
the 751-ft. Cementario Canyon bridge-the ¢losing of the
GAP!

All photos are from the Lompoc Valley Historical Society files.

Pacific southwest Railroad Company

Mining of diatomaceous earth in the White Hiils
of Lompoc mncreased after WWI. The mine owners,
the Celite Company, moved their mill close to the
mine. They tried to persuade Southern Pacific to
build a spur up Miguelito Canyon. Not willing to
take a chance on the production volume of the new
company and because of a post war slump in the
economy, SP did not respond. The Celite Company
began its own efforts to build a branch railroad.
They surveyed the four-mile stretch for a standard
gauge railroad of light construction. Celite filed
incorporation papers for a subsidiary, the Pacific
Southwest Railroad Co., in September 1922.
Receiving authority in January 1923, work began in
May 1923 starting from the SP line near Laurel and
Second St., known as the White Hills Junction.

When construction began, SP Co. and the Celite
Co. entered negotiations where the two companies
would share the cost, now to be built to higher
standards. Mine production continued to increase
and in 1928, SP acquired full title. The short-lived
Pacific Southwestern Railroad Company was no
more, but the Iine which diagonals across
southeastern Lompoc and up into Miguelito Canyon
is still in use.
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