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No. 82 LET THERE BE LIGHTS

LOMPOC LIGHT AND POWER COMPANY
AND SUPERINTENDENT'S 1918 DIARY PART II

Lompoc Legacy No. 81 described the early years
of the Lompoc Light and Power Company and
the hiring of E. A. Vaughan to be the
Superintendent. The company was then owned
by Continental Securities Co. in Los Angeles.
The electricity was being generated using two
steam powered generators in the old "chalk
rock” building on South E Street. E. A
Vaughan's 1918 diary continues in this Legacy
and will show the switch over to electrical
power being delivered by the Midland Counties
Public Service Corporation in Kern County.
This is "the way it was” in Lompoc leading up
to 1918...

1913

Ordinance 153 passed amending Ordinance 137
for tighter controls of Temperance in Lompoc.
Thereafter no liquor could be brought into town
- not even for home consumption.

The Lompoc Record moved to new quarters
between F and G (on the south side of East
Ocean Avenue).

Grand opening of Ocean Park, a new County
park. Big picnic and 50 mile auto race. Al

Canfield won in his speedy Ford — Close to
2000 attended.

Santa Rosa Park was given to the public by the
Santa Rosa Rancho.

Bond election for roads:

Harris Station $38,000
Santa Rita 24,000
San Julian 24,000
Santa Rosa 10,000

Edison talking pictures shown at opera House
for the first time. Admission 10 cents.

A 10,000 ton oil tanker being completed in
England for Union Oil Co. named "Lompoc”.
Surf Station renamed Lompoc Junction.
Woman jurors named first time in Santa Maria
Justice court.

1914

Library basement completed.

E. H. Heacock, Judge and Senator died in
Berkeley.

Picnic at Miguelito Grove. May Pole dance.
4th of July parade and auto races.

Governor Johnson spoke in Lompoc.

Lumber schooner SCOTIA aground 6 miles
north of Surf.
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Sept. 7 Fog—clear Worked on maps and laying out circuits. Received letter from R. M. Moore
about Adair check at First Nat. Bank, L.A. Adair helped Moore jack up roof and guy stacks at
Power House. Moore with new man again this evening. Kirkpatrick motor pulled voltage down
7:35 to 90 volts. Down to Power House at 10:20 to see new engineer change over.

Sept. 8 Sunday Fog-clear Took Alta and Eleanor for a little ride in the morning. Worked on
map. Home most of PM. Down to Power House. New engineer changed over alone, made

change O.K. He called up saying something wrong with generator, only a piece of belt dressing
under belt.

Sept. 10 Fog-clear-very warm Worked on material estimates, and went over street lamp
brackets, selected those possible to use. Paid up local bills with checks from L.A. F. V. Boller
Midlands Co. Power Co. (Midland Counties Public Service Corporation, a subsidiary of San
Joaguin Light and Power) called today. Getting dope for estimate for transformers to supply
Lompoc. Also submitted form of contract.

Sept. 11 Clouds—showers Worked on material estimates and maps. Mr. Frick asked for Adair
as interpretor on draft regulations. Mr, Whittemore asked to have fire whistle blown for
registration day celebration. Alta and Mrs. B went to Adairs to pick blackberries.

Sept. 12 Clouds-rain Adair off today helping on registration board. Worked on maps and
cstimates. Bought belt lacing for pump on small engine. Took Alta and Eleanor for little ride
this evening. Received letter from Mr. Moore saying R.R.Comm. hearing is postponed to Sept.
23. (The Railroad Commission functioned as the Puplic Utilities Commission in 1918, and no

doubt was required to grant approval for Lompoc to receive power from Midland Counties
Public Service Corporation...)

Sept. 13 Rain-high wind Several service lines down. Celite Products Co. team drove over a
live line, one horse killed. 2200 VoIt mains down on E Street between Chestnut and Walnut.
Burned Tel. lead down. Pole tipping over Ocean and E. Got trouble all cleared up temporarily.
Wrote Celite Co. and Moore about accident to horse.

Sept.14 Rain at night-cloudy—clear Cleaned up storm troubles and worked on maps. Collected
from Commercial Co. Talked to Doc and Bill. Adair had fenders put on car. Moore on with
Hobson in Power House during heavy load.

Sept. 15 Sunday Fog-clear Shut down plant from noon to 5:00 P.M. Clean suction line and
pump on little engine. Sent in pay check vouchers

Sept. 16 Fog all day Worked on maps and estimates. Talked with W. A. Stewart about motor.
Sent inquiry about Mother B pension and subscription to Red Cross.

Sept. 17 Fog—clouds Car of oil came in today. Did not have standard size connection for
unloading, had a wood reducer made, got hooked up to line about 4:00 P.M. Got letterheads
from Record Office. Moore ground in blow off valve on No. 2 boiler. Talked to theatre owners
about Delco.

Sept. 18 Fog all day Worked on material estimates etc. Got size of mains in main lead.
Trouble in Arthur Hotel dining room and kitchen. Fixed up at 7:00 P.M. Still pumping oil out
of car. Wrote Western Elec. Westinghouse and R.R. Commission.
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1915

Year of Panama Pacific International Exposition
in the rebuilt city of San Francisco. Officially
commemorates the Panama Canal.

No mail, Feb. 2, on account of washouts.
River cut into Central Avenue (Cantley cut).

1916
Ryon memorial Park entrance completed by
Civic Club.
Free movies of Panama Exposition in San
Francisco at the Opera House.
Gold Medal awarded to Anton C. Zvolanek for
his winter flowering Orchid Sweet Pecas.
Chautauqua Auto Parade.
Oil developing bringing prosperity.
Steel rails laid from Lompoc Junction to
Lompoc replacing iron rails.
A new "Orcutt Grade" (Lompoc-Harris Sta.
road) built on west side of the canyon.
Local sewer nearly complete Nov. 1.

1917

Ignoring a 20 foot long petition, the Lompoc
Board voted to grant hotel liquor licenses to
Charles T. Nicholes and Mrs. Rose Loustalot.
Lompoc-Harris Station road, via Rucker Road,
completed.

Gov. William D. Stephens delivered address at
Opera House.

Zvolanek scores again with new Austrian poppy.
Completion of Jalama road celebrated at C. K.
Hardenbrook ranch.

War declared by congress, April, 1917. Great
demonstration of loyalty and patriotism with
monster parade leading to Ryon Park.

Casmalia population 1000 due to 0il boom.
High cost of living. Workman who drew $3.00
per day in 1907 now finds himself 69 cents
worse off.

43 Lompoc residents died in 1917 in the Spanish
Influenza epidemic.

1918

Janunary, Scarlet fever scare — ban on all public
gatherings.

Spanish Influenza epidemic continues.

Rain Feb. 17-24, long drouth is broken. No
church. No power.

Lompoc Chapter of the American Red Cross
organized, July 1st, 1918

Officers were: Alexander McLean, Chairman; Mrs. A
Lehmann, Vice Chairman; R. C. Jones, Secretary; A.
Lehmann, Treasurer.

Directors: A. Lehmann, A. McLean, R. C. Jones, Rev. R.
B. McCain, Rev. F. Woodcutter, H. F. Buckman, J. C.
Long, Rev. Wenz, Jas. Smith, George Hamris, H. W.
Becker, Mrs, L. Kelliher, Mrs. A. Lehmann, Mrs. Charles
Rudolph, Mrs. A McLean, Miss L. P. Williams, Miss
Mickelson, Mrs. F. B. Moore, Mrs. L. E. Heiges, Mrs. E,
M. Long, Mrs. Charles Rios, Mrs. Julia Bye, Mrs. C. B.
Constable, Mrs. R. M. White, Miss Vivian Saunders, Mrs.
T. J. Lewis, Mrs. F. B. Richardson, Mrs. Charles Arkley,
Mrs. Fred Condaffer, and Mrs. Fred Tolbert.

In addition to Hospital day shirts, bed shirts, mufflers,
sweaters, pajamas, socks, wash cloths, bandages, etc., the
chapter packed and mailed 56 Christmas boxes 10 soldiers
in U.S. hospitals and shipped 2570 Ibs. old clothes for the
Belgian Relief commission. By Dec. 1918 the Lompoc
Chapter had a war fund balance on hand of $3,326.66.

E. A. Vaughan's Diary Continued
Lompoc Legacy No. 81 concluded with the
September 4 entry of E. A. Vaughan's 1918
Diary. The diary from September 5 follows:

1918 DIARY of E. A. VAUGHAN
Superintendent of the Lompoc Light and Power Company
(Continued)

Sept. 5 Fog-clear-fog Worked on maps, talked to Chief Moore about location of transformers.
Union Oil Co. about some old 2" casing for heat on oil line. Load came on early tonight, heavy
fog. Sorenson asked about fuel oil. Gazo, night engineer, quits tonight.

Sept. 6 Fog-—clear-fog Worked on maps most of the day. Talked to Chief M. about steam oil
heater. Found length of 2 and one of 1 1/2 pipe back of office. Sold load of oil to Sorenson.
New man on night shift in Power House. Moore with him during heavy load. Wrote to Mother.

Sent pictures of Eleanor.




Sept. 25 Fog-clear-fog Adair read meters all day, using new books. Half hour work on bills.
Mixed up some paint at home, down to plant and to office.

Sept. 26 Fog-clear Read meters part of AM. Talked with Moore at Power House and ordered
engine oil. Worked on bills until 3:40. Also cut out flat iron meter at Laundry. City business
closed up at 3:40 went to S.P. depot to hear speakers and see war relics on special train sent out
to boost sale of Fourth Liberty Loan. Down to plant and in office short time in evening.

Sept. 27 Cloudy-showers Worked on bills most of day. Our lines down on Tel Co. Chestnut
and F.

Sept. 28 Cloudy-light showers Worked on bills and did some collecting. Cashed Liberty Bond

coupons at Lompoc Valley Bank. This first day of Fourth Liberty Loan campaign. Heavy load
on station tonight.

Sept. 29 Cloudy-showers At office short time A.M. Home cutting dope from Elec. World.
Took family for ride up hill to cemetery etc.

Sept. 30 Cloudy-showers Called up Mid Co. Public Service Corp. about transformers for
hooking up to Hi Line. Mr. Boller told me that pigs and gang were on the way. Called Mr.

Moore and ordered circuit breaker. Hi Line outfit arrived at noon and started on job. Got bills
out today.

Oct. 1 Cloudy-clear-showers Hi Line crew on job all day. We stripped panel for their use.
Looked over Tel Co. contracts.

Oct. 2 Fog-clear~fog Hi Line crew equiping poles etc. Worked on street lighting dope and

watching work at plant. Oil circuit breaker came late P.M. Unpacked found equiped with No
voltage release. Removed same.

Oct. 3 Fog-clear-fog Hi line crew finished poles except jumpers to hot line and get
transformers in place. S.B. man starts his job. Adair and Moore hang oil switch. Mr. Moore
sent a proposed rate schedule of rates for suggestions, etc. Journal sent over 5000 consumers
bills. Alta down to office with me in evening. Wrote Mr. Easton about mess in Power House.

Oct. 4 Fog-clear Hi Line crew connecting up and wiring switch board. Planned on cutting over
today, but didn't get ready. Mr. Boller.

Power Switch Over from Lompoc Generators to Hydro Electric Power
From San Joaquin Valley

Oct. 5 Fog-clear Everybody on work for Hi Line juice cut over at 3:30 P.M. Phased out

correct at first try out. Carried Sat. night load. Voltage almost same as on our plant. Paid local
bills from checks from L.A.

Oct. 6 Sunday Fog-clear Down to office short time in the morning. Reports that Kaiser is
asking for peace. Adair and I solder up taps back of switch board at Sub. 4:00 P.M. to midnight.

Oct. 7 Fog-clouds—clear Serious trouble with street lights up town. Dead neutral on 110 volt
section. A line down. Planning alarm circuit from fan at Sub. At Sub from 5:00 to 9:00 P.M.
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Sept. 19 Fog~clouds Adair unhooked oil car 6:00 A M. Cleaned up trouble in Hotel Arthur and
rewired rear rooms. Received letter saying big generator could not be reconnected for 3 phase.
Moore and Splanning to set up Bullock generator. Also got estimates on printing bills. Mowed
lawn this evening,

Sept. 20 Fog-clear Received pay checks except for Adair. Also copy of sales submitted by
Mid Land Public Service Corp. Investigated and sent Mr. Moore an opinion on same. Collected
for motor and wiring from Doc and Bill. Sent in requisition for material.

Sept. 21 Clear-warm Worked on material estimates and change of equipment plans. Quotations

from Western Elec. and Westinghouse. Adair bumed old copper and sold junk. Talked with
Miller about meter book.

Sunday, Sept. 22 Fog—clear Cross head pulled out of plunger in pump on small engine. Eng.
at Doc and Bills, repaired same for us. Talked with chief Moore about moving switch board to
rear of engine room. Alta and I attended M.E. church in evening.

Sept. 23 Clear-~wam Expected Mr. Westover and Moore here for R.R. Commission hearing.
Hearing postponed at request of Mr. Moore. Mr. Westover called at office, not knowing that
hearing was postponed. Mr. Moore with Mr. Millard came by way of Santa Maria. Looked at
air cooled transformers and talked to Mr. Boller. Then came here with Mr. (name not listed in
diary) or R.R. Commission and looked over lines. Made recommendations for rebuilding.

Inspected street lights and more discussions in evening. Ate dinner at Hotel Arthur with the
bunch.

Sept. 24 Clear-warm With Mr. Moore and Millard, forenoon, going over lines, etc. Talked
with Mayor Whittemore and Mr. Lazier about street lighting. Mr. Boller and Sharp of Santa
Maria, The Midland Counties Public Service Corp. came over to talk about connecting up to Hi
Line. Mr. Moore left at 3:30 P.M. Sent in meter requisition and report sheets and prepared to
read meters.

Transformers  and  electrical
substation to receive power from
The Midland Counties Public
Service Corporation were in
place on the corner of North E
sireet and Chestnut avenue.
The intersection of E and
Chestnut and the south hills of
Lompoc are in this scene.

Photo from E. A. Vaughan's
album

Lomroe, Can. MEPSCorr Sus.
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Oct. 17 Clear-high wind Repaired and tested meters. Received notice from City Council
requesting us to start All night street lighting schedule at once, rate to be determined later.
Talked with Mr. Neal Moore and Mr. Whittemore about same. Started on new schedule tonight.

Oct. 18 Clear-warm Tested two meters. Received letter from Moore on street lighting also pay
checks. Gave new street lighting proposal to Mayor Whittemore, sent copy to City Attor. Frick.

Sent in registration for line material for extension and repairs. Paid 10% on $200.00 more
Liberty Bonds. Sent draft to Mother paying to Jan. 1st.

Oct. 19 Clear-wind Worked on repair list, tested Poly meter.

Oct. 20 Clear-wind Down to Sub. inspected belt on fan and tested bell ringing contact. Home
rest of day, Fire in hills near Celite Products Co. quarries.

Oct. 21 Fog-clear Made out work orders for linc Tepairs and extensions.” Sent copies to Mr.
Moore. Talked with Sorenson about rewiring motor circuit.

Oct. 22 Fog-clear~cool Wrote few letters, Tested two meters. Talked with Western Elec.
salesmen. Kirkpatrick asked about buying some old poles.

Oct. 23 Fog-clear Received letter from Moore saying order for pole line repairs had been
ordered except for x arms and lamp brackets. Wanted dimensions on same. Move desks around
in office and stove into rear room. Cleaned up shelves.

Oct. 24 Fog-clear Talked with Fire Chief Everett about fire alarm siren, and Mayor Whittemore
about price on lamps. Put partitions in desk drawer for meter record files. Moore called up from
L.A. about x arms. Spacing center to be 36" instead of 26"

Oct. 25 Clear Bob and I read meters all day. Have new books almost routed.

Oct. 26 Clear—cool morning Read a few meters. Worked on bills rest of day. Received letter
from Fire Chief of Santa Maria about fire alarm siren, giving address of Mfgrs. Also bills from
Mid Co. P.S. Corp. for juice furnished. $173.13 without fan juice.

Oct. 27 Clear-warm. Home nearly all day. Trouble starting Ford in morning. Took Alta and
mother B for a little ride.

Oct. 28 Clear-warm Collecting and worked on bills. Bob found cut in tirc on Ford.

Oct. 29 Clear-very warm Some collecting and wrote letters sending in reports and bill
vouchers. ‘We took up belt on fan motor. #1 cylinder in Ford fouling. Lompoc Garage fixed
it up.

Oct. 30 Clear-warm Some work on bills and planning line repairs.

Oct. 31 Clear-warm Started line repairs today. Put on two ground men. Putting in anchors
digging pole holes, and picking up old poles. I went to Santa Maria with Fire Chief Everett to
look at Fire alarm siren. Met Mr. Dean Laughlin, Fire chief, who showed us their apparatus,
including the siren motor in their Fire Truck (a la France) 5 3/4x7-6 cyln. Had tire trouble on

way home 6:00 P.M.
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Looking East toward North E
street, this substation scene is
just south of the “chalk rock"
building  which housed the
original steam generators. The
local generators may have heen
maintained for emergency
electrical supply.

Photo from E. A. Vaughan's
album

Oct. 8 Fog-clouds—clear Sent in street light data and dope on Tel Co Pole renta] bill. Decided

to run alarm circuit to oyr house only at first, and to run on street light poles near warehouses
to H street. At Sub 5:00 to 900.

Oct. 9 Clouds Adair and young Moore run bell alarm circuit to our residence, [ wired house
for bell. Moore finished cleaning up Power House. Tried out bell circuit, found same O.K.

Locked up Power House, changed to Sub Station now and laid off engineers. Alta and I dowp
to Sub in evening.

Oct. 10 Fog-clear-warm Adair go over line Tepairs to estimate material needed. Also
€Xtensions to two motors, Mr. Lehman took me out to his ranch, wants lighting service
extended. Talked with Low about connecting motor in tire shop. Dr. Wright started treating a
tooth for me. Gave Moores their checks and letters of reference.

Oct. 11 Clear~warm Worked on line repair and extensjon estimates. Looked at Lehman Ranch

extension. Wrote Moore about meter for Sorenson. Attended Lodge 2nd D. Mr, Loomis, Celite
Co. employee.

Oct. 12 Clear-hot Worked on estimates for Tepairing and extensions. Closed office P.M.,
Liberty Day. Bob and I install meters on street lights. Home from 3:00 P.M.

Oct. 13 Clear-hot Home nearly all day. Down to Sub. several times. Over slept on street lamp
job.

Oct. 14 Testing meters, talked with Cambot about iron rate. Dr. Wright worked on tooth,
Bought wash boiler for Alta. Helped Bob with Police signal.

Oct. 16 Clear-high wind



Nov. 1 Fog-clear—cool Adair with helpers finish hauling in poles including those lying in
county. Easton and Smart, of Mid Co. with their SB man, ground instruments on board and
install smaller pully on transformer fan. Sent in vouchers for local bills, and our bill for juice.
Primary line down N and Cypress. Coiled up temporarily.

Nov. 2 Fog-clear-fog Went with Bob to put up primary M and Cypress. Crew trimming and
splicing poles. We changed pullys on transformer fan. Alta up town with me in evening.

Nov. 3 (Sunday) Cloudy-shower P.M. Bob and Squire install section cut outs P.M. I wired
in DPDT switch for voltmeter in Sub.

Nov. 4 Cloudy-rain

Nov. 5 Cloudy-clear E. S. Moore started in with line crew. Crew splicing poles. Received
questionnaire for Provost Marshall General. Studied same in evening.

Nov. 6 Clear—cold Boys finish splicing poles and distributing same except a few stubs. Alta
bought coat and hat today. Received letter from Mother. Talked with Mr. Talbot about
questionaire. Preparing dope for hearing before City Council on street lights.

Nov. 7 through 10 No entries. LOMPOC LEGACY is published quarterly by the

LOMPOC VALLEY HISTORICAL SOCIETY, Inc.,

The next diary entry tells of the news P.0. Box 88, Lompoc CA 93438.

that Germany signed the Armistice
papers.

E.A. Vaughan's 1918 diary will be
concluded in Legacy No. 83. The sale of
the Lompoc Light and Power company to
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