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Lompoc Record Editor, Ronald Adam was able
to piece together the sequence of events of
Saturday night, September 8 and Sunday,
September 9, 1923, while he was witnessing the
scene and as he interviewed many who were
rescued. His story in the September 14, 1923
Lompoc Record, reproduced in its entirety in
Legacies 79 and 80, was remarkable in its
comprehension of events. However, the Naval
Inquiry, and more official interviews of the
officers and men involved on the destroyers
recorded in "9-Turn" (published in the Naval
weekly not long after the event) and by Charles
A, Lockwood and Hans Christian Adamson,
authors of "Tragedy at Honda" (first published
in 1960), provide more correct details of the
fateful event.

This later evidence shows the Young, third in
line, was first to strike a jagged under water
rock further out to sea and began capsizing at
the same time the lead ship, Delphy crashed into
rocks closer to shore. Thinking they were
running aground on San Miguel Island, the
Delphy officers signaled the S. P. Lee to turn to
the port. The Delphy came to rest near the
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cliffs, the S.P. Lee barely missed her and
became stranded against the cliff further north.
The Woodbury was fourth in line and came upon
the Young healing over just ahead and the lights
of the Lee showed her going off to port. Full
right rudder was commanded to avoid colliding
with the Young. The Woodbury hit some under
water rocks before crashing into and being held
fast by the rocky islet now known as Woodbury
Rock. The Nicholas was fifth in the column and
when its captain saw the Woodbury sweeping
right, and the Young straight ahead, in order to
avoid a collision, full left rudder was ordered.
The starboard propeller was damaged on a
rock, and the Nicholas was only able fto
maneuver slightly until she was finally caught
and came to rest on rocks that now held her in
their grip.

The Farragut was the lead ship of the next
division in line. Following the Nicholas, the
Quartermaster of the watch reported sighting
searchlights, hearing sirens and became aware
of the confusion of ship just ahead. A mid
ocean collision was suspected. ~ When the
captain saw what he thought to be a whale boat



The Chauncey, Young, Woodbury and
Fuller are shown again from the scene on
page 8 in Legacy No. 79
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Remains of the Chauncey could still be seen
in this 1974 photo.
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The VAFB Aqualiers dive club salvaged the
anchor of the Chauncey and placed it on
shore in 1973. This task, spearheaded by H.
W. "Andy" Anderson, of General Dynamics,
Convair, was done to commemorate the 50th
anniversary of the sea disaster.

PHOTO BY LEIGHTON C. NEWCOMB, SEPT. 9, 1923

A Plaque listing the names of the 23
seamen who lost their lives Sept. 8, 1923
has been provided by the Lompoc Valley
Historical Society for the occasion of the
75th anniversary of the tragedy. It will
be mounted with the "50-year" plaque at
the site of the Chauncey's anchor. (See
page 6.)

The 30th Space Wing of the U.S. Air
Force at Vandenberg AFB conducted the
75th  anniversary memorial service,
Tuesday, Sept. 8, 1998, under the
direction of Chaplain Col. Stephen Frick,
USAF.

The Chauncey got a line ashore without any
difficulty and with a sort of breeches buoy took
their men ashore one at a time. Neither the Lee
or the Chauncey lost any men it is claimed.

Landing in Dark

The Delphy had great difficulty in landing the
men and lost several. They had to jump to a
rock. Others that got upon the rock had to wait
until the waves would recede when they would
run and climb up the slippery cliff.

Young Rolls Over

The Young, the second destroyer to strike,
lost more men than all the others combined.
The terrific speed of this boat carried it up on
some submerged rocks further out than the
Delphy and it immediately began to roll over
towards the sea. The men on board claimed that
the vessel rolied over in a minute and thirty—
seven seconds after it hit on the rocks.

Men Jump into Sea

Some of the men jumped over board when the
Young rolled over and attempted to swim to the
rocky cliffs ashore. Some jumped on life rafts
and two of these were heard of hours afterwards
when the men were rescued at Pt. Arguello and
another raft was seen being carried out to sea.

Cling to Vessel

The majority of the men climbed to the upper
side of the boat when it rolled over where they
held on for two hours with the sea dashing over
them before they were rescued. We heard
several of the men say next day that they would
have followed the example of those who jumped



full of men was actually a rock, he realized they
were near shore and ahead was a pile up of
ships. The order to back straight out the way
they had come in was given, but the Fuller, next
in line had already hit a submerged rock and
was drifting without power and was taking on
water. The Farragut took what evasive action
it could, but the Fuller hit it amidships with a
glancing blow. Somehow, the Farragut escaped
that and a subsequent scraping of the bottom
and backed out to safe waters where it anchored
until the next day. The Fuller drifted on and
came to rest on outlying rocks near Woodbury
Rock. The Woodbury and Fuller were only 100
vards apart. (according to one report, the
Fuller made a right turn maneuver to avoid a
collision with the capsized Young, and then had
to make a left turn to attempt to miss the
Farragut. It was said that if this last maneuver
had not been required, she would have escaped
the rocks.)

The Percival, next in line, was able to back
out unscathed when trouble was seen ahead.
Then, the Sommers, whose navigator believed
the line of ships were too close to the shore,
before the wreck occurred, headed starboard,
out to sea when backup lights appeared ahead
in the fog. Almost out of danger, the Sommers
damaged its propellers against a submerged reef
quite a distance from the shore and the pile—up
of ships that lay ahead, but was able to survive
the incident.

The Chauncey was the tenth destroyer in the
column. [he first indication of trouble ahead
was when "forward two-thirds" lights appeared
on the Sommers. The first thought was that
there was a man overboard or there had been a
collision. As the ship was being slowed with a
quick succession of left and right rudders,
looming out of the foggy darkness in the
Chauncey's search lights the grim sight of
Bridge Rock, the capsized Young and the
Stranded Delphy appeared. While backing full
astern, the undertow of the sea ran the side of
the Chauncey against the stll turning port
propeller blades of the Young so that the blades
cut through the starboard plates, letting a flood
of water pour into the engine room. The
Chauncey could only move forward against the
cliffs of Bridge Rock south of the Delphy, and

close enough to the Young to aid in the rescue
of its crew.

The next division of four ships was probably
saved because two young navigators on the lead
ship, Kennedy, were almost certain the ships
were too close to shore. A radio silence had
been ordered for this speed run from San
Francisco to San Diego, so this sentiment was
never shared with the Flagship, Delphy. The
concern, expressed to their captain, resulted in
a decision to swing 200 yards out of line to the
right and to leave 450 yards between the
division lead ship, Kennedy, and the Chauncey,
ahead. The Hamilton, Stoddert and Thompson
followed that maneuver. That gave them just
enough time to react to the confusion of the
ships following their leader into the rocks just
south of the mouth of Honda creek.

The Delphy had given the order to turn to the
east at 9:00 p.m. The destroyers began hitting
the rocks five minutes later at 9:05. By 9:10,
seven destroyers were stranded. The seven
destroyers which avoided destruction stood by at
sea until ordered to proceed to San Diego at
3:00 p.m. Sunday, September 9, 1923. They did
not see the fate of their sister ships until the fog
lifted that morning...

Ronald Adam's article continues:
No Lights or Wireless

As soon as the vessels struck the fires were
banked to prevent an explosion. This made it
impossible to use the generators for the big
spotlights and the wireless apparatus with the
result that the seamen could neither signal for
help or furnish light by which the men could
land.

Bound Over Rocks

The ships were going at such a terrific speed
when they hit that they bounded on top of the
low reefs and tore great holes in their bottoms.
Oil poured from the tanks and added another
problem to the situation as it blinded and choked
the sailors whenever the waves dashed over
them.

The Chauncey and the S. P. Lee had the least
difficulty of any in landing their men. Men
from the Lee first rowed ashore on a life raft,
securing a line on the point of Saddle Rock, and
ferried the others ashore on the raft.
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arrived there at a little after noon Sunday after
all had been cared for and got the credit in the
newspapers for doing a great work that the two
local doctors had performed.

The news of the disaster did not get into any
of the newspapers until Monday moming. The
writer phoned the news to the Morning Press
early Sunday morning and gave them a "scoop"
24 hours ahead of the other papers.

Send Messages Home

The first question of many of the sailors was
"where can we find a telegraph office?" as they
wanted to send the news home that they were
safe. The government had a monopoly on the
wires at Honda and G. T. Gunderson and others
brought their messages to Lompoc to be
transmitted from here. These messages un-—
doubtedly reached their destinations before the
loved ones to whom they were directed had
learned of the disaster through the newspapers.

Young Officers

The officers of the ships, with the exception
of Captain Watson, were all young men.
Captain Watson, the commander of the
squadron, appeared to be a kindly gentleman and
highly respected by his subordinate officers and
men. The writer was by the side of the
commander when the daylight came Sunday
morning and he could see the wrecks, The
scene almost overcame him and he stated that it
was thc most appalling and dismal sight he had
ever looked upon.

Nearly all the sailors from the ships were
young men and many were mere boys. We
came upon four of them at midnight going
across the mesa with a canvas in which they had
thrown two or three dozen pairs of shoes and
they were looking for their buddies who had
come ashore barefooted. The supply of extra
shoes did not hold out very long as many were
barefooted next moming and some had wrapped
their feet up in strips from their life jackets to
keep them warm and when blankets and
comforters came on the early morning train they
wrapped these about them and wore them as if
they were bath robes. The Moore Mecrcantile
Company in this city sent every blanket and
comforter they had on hand.

The boys were served coffec soon after they
arrived at Honda section house but their real
food came at about 4:00 a.m. by train and they

had all they wanted to eat. Mrs. Atkins of Surf,
the lady who came and took command of the
kitchen, states positively that no one went
hungry.

Soon after daylight some of the men went
aboard a destroyer and salvaged fifteen turkeys,
twenty hams, bacon and other foodstuff, and this
was cooked at the section house and on the
camp fire. The men from the Nicholas, Fuller
and Woodbury were fed soon after they were
brought ashore.  Men from the Delphy,
Chauncey, Young and S. P. Lee had a breakfast
early in the moming and lunch about 10 a.m.

Checking Up

The work of checking up the crews started
soon after midnight when the officers would call
the men together and endeavor to find out who
was missing. As the men were scattered it was
impossible to get an accurate check. The first
passenger frain that came through Honda after
the men landed there stopped and it seemed like
a mighty temptation to some of the sailors to
board it. Officers called to them to stand by,
and we did not see anyone jump aboard.

Pride Of The Navy

The seven destroyers will be almost a total
loss for it is out of the question to float any of
them. Some of the equipment may be saved if
the sca remains calm for a time.

These vessels were built in 1918 and were the
best equipped destroyers in the world. These
were sister ships, 315 feet and 4 inches in
length, and their four propellers gave them a
speed of 35 knots or 43 miles per hour.

The cost of the vessels and their equipment
was $1,500,000 each and the total loss is over
ten million dollars. Each destroyer carried four
21-inch triple torpedo tubes.

At 5 p.m. on Sunday afternoon a special train
arrived and the officers and sailors of the
wrecked destroyers, numbering several hundred
men, were taken to San Diego. By this time
hundreds of people had arrived from all parts of
the country to view the catastrophe and were on
hand to wave good bye to the survivors who
boarded the train.

A small detail was left at Honda to guard the
wrecks and to patrol the shore for bodies of the
men who were drowned.



overboard and attempted to swim ashore if it
had not ben for the appeals of their captain to
hold to the ship.

Hero On the Young

The captain called for a volunteer to carry a
line to the Chauncey and a sailor quickly
responded. He was successful but risked his life
in the mad whirl of waves.

When the line was secured between the
Young and the Chauncey the survivors that were
hanging to the side of the overturned detroyer
were safely taken to the Chauncey and thus to
the rocky island where the men from the
Chauncey and Delphy had already been landed.

Many Are Lost

Sailors from the Young estimated Sunday that
two—thirds of their crew of 96 men had been
lost but the official list given out that afternoon
was that twenty—three men were missing. Our
estimate was that about forty men were lost, one
hundred injured, and twelve seriously injured.
(23 was the final correct figure.)

Undertow Terrific

The men who jumped overboard from the
Young and those who missed their footing when
they jumped on the slippery reef from from the
Delphy had little chance for their lives as the
undertow is extremely treacherous at this point.
Accounts of other disasters and tragedies that
have occurred there show that hardly any who
have gone down in ship wrecks and accidents
have ever made shore and few of the bodies
have ever been recovered.

The sea at Saddle Rock was rough on
Saturday night as it always is, but it was calm in
comparison with what it is at some seasons.
Had the sea been as angry at this time as it
often is the loss of life would have been
appalling.

Hundreds On Rocks

When the party from Lompoc headed by
Marshal W. S. Bland and Traffic Officer Glenn
Baker, arrived at the place where the Delphy,
Chauncey and Young grounded, nearly all the
men from the three vessels were crowded upon
a barren rock or island that was separated from
the mainland by a chasm twenty feet wide. The
hundreds of men on the rock could faintly be
seen by aid of the local officers' pocket
flashlights. Bland and Baker crawled down the
slippery cliff where they talked to the captains

of the ships. At that time Captain Watson had
given orders for the men to remain on the island
with the idea of salvaging the ships the next
morning.

Captains Were Lost

The captains apparently had no idea of where
they were wrecked and were given this
information by Mr. Bland. It was also on the
advice of Bland that the men were taken off the
island immediately.

The flashlights of Bland and Baker aided the
men in getting across the chasm that separated
them from the mainland. Several were wounded
and it was risky work to get them over. Husky
scamen carried their injured buddies to the
mainland on their shoulders and the more
seriously injured were strapped upon stretchers
and brought across from the island in this
manner.

Send Dispatches

As soon as the ships' officers got to the
Honda section house they commenced sending
out dispatches and were assisted in making their
telephone connections by Mr. Bland.

No attempt was made that night to get into
connection with the other ships that had
foundered.

A Real Heroine

The heroine of the great disaster was Mrs.
Charles L. Atkins wife of the "third trick"
operator at Surf. Mrs. Atkins left her two
babies at home with her husband, boarding the
morning train at Surf and arrived at Honda
about 2 am. Sunday. She took charge of the
kitchen at the section house as soon as she got
there and worked until 12:30 p.m. that day,
serving as best she could the hundreds of hungry
men.

Mrs. Atkins was the only woman on the job
and hundreds of sandwiches and gallons of
coffee were prepared by her and the "gobs" that
helped.

The Lompoc Doctors

Doctors Heiges and Kelliher were at Honda
soon after Chief of Police Bland's party got
there and they worked for hours under the most
trying conditions. One hundred or more injured
were relieved by their ministrations.  Dr.
Kelliher remained at Honda until noon Sunday
and his services were often in demand during
the forenoon. Surgeons from Santa Barbara




The path of the total eclipse of the
sun, September 10, 1923, came
across the Pacific Ocean and
reached the California coast at Point
Conception. Many gathered there to
view the event.

Leighton Newcomb's diary says,

‘Saw foggy eclipse at Point
Conception." His father, W. T.
Newcomb wrote to Leighton's

brother, Ward Newcomb, "Leighton
is steady on his job, only he run off
to see the total eclipse and
happened to be where the seven
Navy boats run on the rocks and he

Scientists Get Pictures Here
Of Eclipse

Professor Worthington and Dr. Burton,
astronomers from England, spent months in
Lompoc in preparation for the solar eclipse
which occurred here after noon on Monday,
September 10, 1923. They had set up their
photographic instruments in Ben Grossi's field.
At 12:50 the fog and menacing clouds parted
just in time so the total eclipse could be
observed in almost ideal conditions.

The scientists hoped to make unproven
theories into great and startling facts. Their
observations in Lompoc valley helped prove the
Einstein theory. Professor Worthington gave the
Record the following interview Thursday,
September 13, 1923,

"The total eclipse of the sun of September 10
was successfully observed at Lompoc by the
Worthington expedition. More than a dozen
successful photographs were obtained, which
when studied will yield valuable results."

"The corona was of the type associated with
the absence of spots from the sun's surface being
in this respect roughly similar to that of 1911."

"During the eclipse exposures were made with
nine cameras by cight observers. During the
whole period of totality Venus was visible to the
unaided eye, close to the sun, like a diamond in
his pearl green crown. A few minutes before
totality the thinning crescent of the sun was
obscured by clouds so that it was feared the
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saw them piled up..."

observations would fail. But during the critical
moments the sun shone through a break in the
clouds and the streams and plumes of the corona
were plainly visible like the spread wings of a
celestial eagle.”

"..the Lompoc party were apparently more
fortunate than any other expedition in California
or Western Mexico."

"The fog which appeared immediately after
totality was undoubtedly caused by the sudden
fall of temperature as the sun's heat was cut off
from the earth by the eclipse body of the moon.
This chill affords convincing proof that it is the
sun alone which renders life possible on earth."

Professors from Stanford

Come to Lompoc for Eclipse
A party from Stanford were in Lompoc to
view the eclipse. Among the party were D. L.
Webster, head of the physics department, P. A.
Ross, Fernando Sanford, J. G. Brown, all of the
physics department, J. R, Sionaker and Schaeffer
of the physiology department, S. D. Townley,
Professor of Astronomy, L. M. Hoskins head of
the Mathematics Department, and Whittaker and

Wildman of the economics department.

Ron Adam then made the following personal
observation: :

"Mr. and Mrs. W. C. Adam and daughter,
Miss Emma, came from Santa Maria Monday
and spent the day secing the two most
remarkable sights of the age--the eclipse and
the wreck."



Delphy, Young, Woodbury and Fuller

The List of the Dead

U.S.S. DELPHY
James W. H. Conway, fireman third class
James T. Pearson, fireman first class
Sofornia Dahlida, cabin cook

U.S.S. YOUNG
Ralph K. Buchan, chief pharmacist's mate
Clitus A. Reddock, radioman first class
Enrique Torres, cabin steward
Emest C. Harrison, fireman first class
Edward C. Kirby, fireman third class
Vern R. Van Shaack, fireman third class
Hugh W. Skipper, fireman third class
August Zakrewski, fireman second class
John Young, fireman first class
Henry T. Kirk, fireman third class
Max H. Taylor, engincman second class
Charles A. Salzer, coxwain
Ernest Johns, cabin cook
James T. Martin, seaman first class
Everctte W. Grady, fireman second class
Gordon J. Overshiner, seaman second class
Ear! Duncan, scaman second class
Joscph J. Slimak, fireman third class
Wade H. Morris, fireman third class

Lee F. Rogers, fireman third class
‘9-Turn®
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Wrecked Destroyers All Named
After Heroes

All of the destroyers were named for Naval heroes
who had distinguished themselves in time of action,
and one for the secretary of navy from 1831 to 1834.

The Delphy, No. 261 was named in honor of
Midshipman, Richard Delphy, killed in action between
the U. S. frigate Argus and the HB.M. frigate Pelican,
August 13, 1814,

The S. P. Lee, No. 310 was named in honor of Rear
Admiral Samuel P. Lee, who distinguished himself
during the Civil War on the Oneida April 24, 1862.

The Young, No. 312 was named in honor of Captain
John Young who was lost at sea in 1781 in the sloop
Saratoga.

The Woodbury, No. 309 was named in honor of Levi
Woodbury, secretary of the navy from 1831 to 1834.

The Nicholas, No. 311 was named in honor of Major
Samuel Nicholas, U.S.M.C., one of the first "Soldiers
of the Sca" in the battle of New Providence, West
Indies, in April 1776.

The Fuller, No. 297 was named in honor of Captain
Edward C. Fuller, U.S.M.C. who was killed in action
on the Bois de Belleau June 12, 1918.

The Chauncey, No. 296 was named in honor of
Captain [saac Chauncey who distinguished himself in
the Constellation and was in command of our naval
forces on Lake Ontario. "g_Turn"

Provided by Harold Isbell at the "75th" Memorial service.




While on the Point Conception mesa g :
to view the total solar eclipse, RN e SN
Leighton Charles Newcomb (1891-
1943) took the time to set up his
tripod and camera, look at the upside
down image, insert a film holder, and
capture this photograph of the Point
Conception lighthouse. ~When the
negative was discovered in the mid-
1970's, it took some research 1o
confirm it was the site at the "corner”
of California.

Besides being an amateur
astronomer, Mr. Newcomb was an
excellent amateur photographer. His
son, the Lompoc Legacy editor never
thought of using a tripod...

PHOTO BY LEIGHTON C. NEWCOMB, SEPT. 10, 1923
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