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William C. "Bill" Rule, the 1990 Pioneer Society
president, was bormn in Lompoc, California July 8,
1934. His maternal grandparents came to Lompoc
from Castroville, California in 1903, and his mother
was born here. His father came as a 15-year-old
youth from Colorado in 1917. Bill Rule has just as
much pioneering spirit, having been one of the
organizers of the Lompoc High School Alumni
Association. He is also active in the Lompoc
Valley Historical Society and the Pioneer Society.

RULE

Local Rule family records go back as far as Bill
Rule's great grandfather, Peter Rule. The name is
reportedly of French origin and family tradition
suggests the family came to New York from
Canada. Bill's grandfather, Francis Alexander
"Frank" Rule was bormn near Saranac, New York,
August 29, 1844. Nothing has been recorded of his
childhood. The only mention of Peter Rule is on
Frank Rule's Civil War furlough destination records.

The story of Frank Rule's "youth' begins when, at
age 17, he enlisted at Dannemora, Clinton county,
New York. He joined the 9th Regiment, New York
State Volunteers in October, 1861, six months after
the Civil War began.

The Sth Regiment was involved in the siege at
Yorktown, Virginia when Confederate General Joe
Johnston evacuated the city rather than engage in a
major battle. Johnston pulled back toward
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Richmond. The Army of the Potomac pursued, and
May 5, 1862, the battle of Williamsburg stopped the
Union Army's advance. There were many losses on
both sides. General Joe Johnston launched the
Confederate offensive against the Army of the
Potomac at Fair Oaks on May 31, 1862. Rule was
involved in the heated battles between Seven Pines,
the Williamsburg Road and Fair Oaks farm on the
Chickahominy River that day and the next.
Confederate General Johnston was seriously
wounded May 31, and the Union Army turned back
the assault commanded by Gen. G. W. Smith on
June 1, 1862.

Regrouped and better informed, Lee's Army
advanced later in June, 1862, and Rule's outfit was
involved in the destruction of Federal supplies at
White House Landing to keep them from falling
into Confederate hands. The "Seven Days' battle"
ensued with much loss on both sides. The Union
Army stopped the Confederate advance.

Later in 1862, Rule was transferred to Battery H,
First New york Light Artillery. No battles are
mentioned in his "biography" until Gettysburg in
July, 1863. Perhaps there was a period of training
and then some garrison and defensive positioning
during the "lull".

After Gettysburg, it is said his outfit was sent to
Washington, D.C. during efforts to "recruit up".
While in the capital city, he and some companions
decided they would like to see President Lincoln.
They called at the White House and were ushered
into the Blue Room. Mr. Lincoln excused himself



Lompoc, California and Divide Creek, Colorado a
few times before settling in Lompoc.

SKAARUP

Bill Rule's maternal grandfather, Nels Petersen
Skaarup was born in Denmark, February 28, 1860.
He came to Watsonville, California in Santa Cruz
county, about 1881 when he was about 21 years of
age. There were probably other members of his
family, or friends of the Danish family, already in
California. He lived in the Watsonville area for 14
years then went a few miles south to Castroville in
Monterey county about 1895. He met Mary
(Manteuful) Wilson, a widow with one child, and
they were married January 18, 1900 in Castroville,
California. Mary was born near Castroville (the
artichoke capital of the world) December 8, 1868.
She was a daughter of Mr. Manteuful (first name
not in local family records) and Dolores (Buelna)
Manteuful. She had one son, William Jacob
Wilson, born December 8, 1897 in Monterey, before
her first husband died. She was 32 and her 2nd
husband, Nels Skaarup, was 40 when they were
married.

Nels and Mary (Manteuful) Skaarup

The Skaarups had six children:

1. Elmer Petersen Skaarup b. about 1901

2. Peter Nels Skaarup b. 1902, Castroville

3. Christina Skaarup b. Feb. 16, 1904 or 1905,
Lompoc

4. Anita Skaarup b. June 10, 1907, Lompoc

5. Mary Skaarup b. Feb. 16, 1913, Lompoc

6. George P. Skaarup b. April 16, 1913

d. Jan. 1, 1920 in Santa Maria of Meningitis

About 1903, Nels Skaarup was attracted to Lompoc
Valley by Danish friends who had already settled
here. He farmed on some land he probably
purchased near Central and Union Sugar down the
valley. He was one of the trustees of Artesia
School for a time.

The Skaarup family then purchased about 100 acres
of scattered plots of land between A street and the
river in the northeast part of Lompoc. Their
farmhouse and barn were located where Fillmore
school is now. As the children entered their teen
years, they outgrew the farmhouse, so the Skaarups
bought the John Sanor Henning house on North A
street. The two story home was purchased about
1920. Bill Rule's grandmother, Mary (Manteuful)
Skaarup died in 1955 and Bill Rule's aunt Christina
(Skaarup) Butterfield lived in the home until it was
sold to the Belluz family in 1960. It became known
as the Henning-Skaarup-Belluz house, and the
Belluz family has restored the old Victorian home to
a beautiful condition.
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Henning-Skaarup—-Belluz House
Built by John Sanor Henning (in the garden: foreground)



from a conference with other guests and came to
meet them. Frank Rule reported he and his friends,
all country boys, were embarrassed. They chose
Rule to be their spokesman, and what occurred to
him to say was a teaching of his father, "So long as
a boy behaved himself, he was as good as
anybody.” Lincoln patted Frank on the back and
said he was a good boy and his father's teaching
was exactly right. Then he added, "Any boy is as
good as the President of the United States if he
behaves himself."

U.S. Grant was promoted to Lt. General and was

put in command of the Army of the United States,
March 2, 1864. The bloody war was now
intensified for Frank Rule. May 5 and 6, 1864 his
battery was in the battle of the Wilderness. Grant
had 119,000 troops and 316 guns, and Lee had
64,000 men and 274 guns. Grant's plan was to
advance upon Richmond, the Confederate capital.
The tangled thickets of stunted pines, scrub oak and
sweet gum was the scene of "The Wilderness", the
first of many battles, that win or lose, the Army of
the Potomac would never be in full retreat again.

On the move, the Union Army raced toward the
Spotsylvania Cross Roads. One of the battles
around Spotsylvania between May 10 and May 19,
1864 was for a piece of high ground called Laurel
Hill. It was at Laurel Hill that Rule was struck by
a sharpshooter's bullet and a bone was broken in his
right leg below the knee. He spent the next three
months recovering in a Baltimore hospital.

Back in action August 18, 1864, Rule was in the
advance from the siege lines at Petersburg to seize
over a mile of Weldon Railroad, a strategic supply
line running south from the city. Ream Station was
a target of Rule's battery. During one of the
ensuing Confederate counter assaults thru August
and September, Rule was struck by a bullet or
fragment of a shell which carried away his left
thumbnail. He said that wound caused him more
pain than the broken bone sustained at Laurel Hill.
The wounds at Laurel Hill and Weldon Railroad led
to his discharge from the service in December,
1964, four months before the war ended. He
returned to New York.

Eleven years passed before the next significant
recorded event in Frank Rule's life. He married
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Harriet Elvira Morrow in Canton, N.Y., December
3, 1875. She was bomn in Canton August 4, 1861.
Frank was 17 years old, and about to join the Union
Army when she was born. She was 14 and he was
31 when they were wed.

They had 13 children, the youngest being Winficld
Rule, Bill Rule's father, born August 21, 1902.
Their children were:

Francis Joseph Rule, b. Dec. 3, 1876, Canton, N.Y.
William F. Rule, b. Aug. 15, 1878, Naausay, lllinois
Arthur Sherman Rule, b. Aug. 4, 1880, Joliet, Il1.
Nellie Alice Rule, b. Aug. 8, 1882, Leadville, Colo.
James Garfield Rule, b. Nov. 30, 1883, Leadville
Burton A. Rule, b. Oct. 8, 1886, Leadville

Harriet Hall Rule, b. Jan. 28, 1889, Mitchell, Colo.
Kenneth Rule, b. June 28, 1891, Mitchell, Colo.
May Phoebie Rule, b. Oct. 24, 1895, Eagle, Colo.
John A. Rule, b. April 29, 1897, Eagle, Colo.
Norma Gertrude Rule, b. Feb. 26, 1900, Red CIliff,
Colo.

Winfield Alexander Rule, b. Aug. 21, 1902, Eagle,
Colorado.

Frank Rule was in the charcoal business at
Leadville. The family had a ranch for several years
near Eagle, Colorado on the Eagle River. They
moved to Divide Creek in Garfield county, Colorado
in 1908 where they ranched until 1919. From there,
they moved to Glenwood Springs, Colorado.
Francis Alexander "Frank" Rule died in Glenwood
Springs, October 11, 1923.

Harriet (Morrow) Rule continued to live in
Glenwood Springs, however she spent winters
visiting her children who lived in California. She
was on her way to visit one of her children in
California in November, 1945, and while on the
train, she had a stroke. She was brought to Lompoc
where she died six weeks later, December 27, 1945.
She was 84 years of age.

Frank and Harriet Rule's daughter, Harriet Hall
Rule, married Louis Edgar Morehart November 18,
1906 in Colorado. When the Moreharts moved to
Lompoc in 1917, Harriet's 15-year—old brother,
Winfield "Winnie" Rule came with them. Winnie
Rule had tried to join the Army with his brothers
and friends but he was too young, so he traveled
west with his older sister's family. Winfield
"Winnie" Rule went back and forth between
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Winfield Rule went back to welding when Great
Lakes Carbon (now Grefco) built the plant in
Lompoc in 1951. He worked for Grefco until he
retired in 1976 at age 68. He enjoyed 11 retirement
years before his demise in 1982. He lived to age
80. Mary (Skaarup) Rule lived to age 81.

Their son, Bill Rule, had continued to work with his
father in the ice vending business and followed his
father into Grefco after high school. During his
high school junior year, Bill Rule and school friends
including the Huyck brothers, cruised over to
Solvang where one of the boys knew a Santa Ynez
High School girl. Bill Rule blames it all on a flat
tire... Arlene Frances Smith was baby-sitting with
a girl friend when the Lompoc boys arrived on the
scene. The guys would have left sooner, except
their car had a flat tire in front of the house. The
delay was long enough for a lasting friendship to
begin between Bill and Arlene.

SMITH

Arlene Frances Smith, born November 17, 1935, is
the only child of Lynn Alvy Smith and June Emma
(Carlson) Smith.  Alvy Smith was bom Oct. 7,

1904 in Los Olivos, California. His parents were
George L. B. Smith and Winnie Mae (Hartley)
Smith who were married in Los Olivos January 2,
George Smith was bom in Cloverdale,

1904.
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California, and Winnie Hartley was born in Douglas,
Kansas, January 22, 1884, daughter of Louis and
Amanda Hartley. George Smith died Jan. 6, 1947,
and Winnie Smith died Nov. 22, 1970 in Santa
Ynez. She had lived in Santa Ynez valley for 81
years (arriving from Kansas in 1889).

Alvy's wife, June Carlson was bom in Eureka,
California. They were married in September, 1934.
Alvy was a mechanic in the Texaco service station
in Solvang. He was also a fireman in the Santa
Barbara county fire department in Santa Ynez. He
built the family home in Solvang, They owned and
operated June's Coffee Shop in Solvang for 10
years. It was reportedly THE place to go in the
valley at that time.

Bill Rule graduated from Lompoc High School in
1952. He attended Cal Poly in San Luis Obispo
until he hired on at Grefco in December that year.
What was to be a part time job, which allowed
students to work and attend college, became
permanent.  He never returned to Cal Poly. He
started out on labor crews, bagging, shipping, etc.,
and thru the years worked his way up thru the mill,
maintenance, shipping and production to become
plant superintendent.
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Arlene and Bill Mary (Skaarup) Rule
Rule Winfield Rule

Alvy Smith
June (Carison) Smith

Arlene Smith graduated from Santa Ynez High
School in 1953. She and Bill Rule were married
January 9, 1954, in Solvang.




Bill Rule's grandfather, Nels Skaarup, died March
29, 1926. His step-son, 28-year—old William Jacob
"Bill" Wilson (Bill's uncle), continued the farming
cnterprisc for his and his mother's families. Bill
Rule's mother, Mary Skaarup was 16 years old when
her father died. Her mother, Mary (Manteuful)

Skaarup. lived on until Dec. 27, 1945, age 84.

Bill's grandmother, Mary (Manteuful) Skaarup

Denholm seed company leased some of the Skaarup
farm land for seed production in the years before
Lompoc expanded in that direction. Houses
replaced flower fields after 1959 when the
"Vandenberg build-up” began.

The 15 acre early center of farming activity was
sold to the Lompoc Unified School District for
Lenore Fillmore school grounds. Other parcels were
sold off piece by piece.

Nels and Mary (Manteuful) Skaarup's youngest
daughter, Mary Skaarup, grew up on the farm east
of A street, and was 10 years old when the family
moved to the "Henning mansion”. There was a
younger brother, George Skaarup, who died of
meningitis at age 6, January 1, 1920. Perhaps the
move to North A street was to help erase sad
memories in the old farm house.

"Winnie" Rule came onto the Lompoc scene in
1917, and was spending winters at his sister's house.
The teenager would return to Colorado each summer
to the Divide Creek ranch until it was sold in 1919,
In Lompoc, he held odd jobs at Rudolph'’s store and

wherever else he could find work. He also worked
at J.M. off and on during the 1920's and 1930's.

Mary Skaarup graduated from Lompoc High School
in the class of 1927. She and Winnie Rule were
married May 22, 1933 in thc midst of the
depression. They “eloped" to Yuma, Arizona.

Winnie Rule was 31, and Mary was 23.

Their children were:
1. Clyde William "Bill" Rule b. July 8, 1934
2. Joan Dianc Rule b. February 6, 1937

Winnie Rule was too young to enter the service in
WWI, and was too old by the time WWII began.
Just before WWII, he attended night school and
learned the welding trade. He landed a good job at
the shipyard at Port Hueneme Naval Base. When
construction began at Camp Cooke, he returned to
Lompoc and worked there during the war.

After the war, in 1945 or 1946, Winnie Rule bought
the Ice Company. Ice was purchased from the Ice
Plant on West Laurel, and was delivered to homes
in Lompoc. Bill Rule began carrying ice at age 12
and worked with his father in the ice business until
it diminished with the advent of refrigerators and
home freezers. They continued to service coin

operated ice vending machines strategically located
around Lompoc thru the 1950's

and into the 1960's.
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Bill Rule at the Cow Palace in San Fransisco, with his
Lompoc High School Future Farmers of America prize bull.
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Bill and Arlene have three children:
1. Teri Lynn Rule b. Oct, 20, 1954
2. Ron William Rule b, January 16, 1956
3. Tami Diane Rule b. April 18, 1958

Teri Rule married John Anthony Silva, They own
land which Silva farms near Floridale and Ocean
Avenue. Their residence js in Lompoc.

They have:

John William Silva b, November 29, 1976
Michael Manuel Silva b. December 26, 1978
Thomas Anthony Silva b. February 16, 1981
James Frank Silva b, February 25, 1987

BN

Ron Rule married Sherri Lynn Ramos. Ron
received a Journalism degree from San Diego Sate
University and ig employed as a legal assistant at
the Santa Barbara Law firm of Schramm and
Raddue. Sherrj js 3 Registered Nurse employed by
Dr. Rod Huss, an obstetrician.
They have:

1. Adam Rule b. July 21, 1982

2. Lindsey Rule b November 6,1987

(Continued on page 8)
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Clyde William "Biil* Rule

Biil Rule

| Bill Rule
‘ and his sister
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Joan Diane Rule

Joan Rule

Lompoc High School graduation photos
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Bill's father, Winfield (Winnie) Rule, Fall, 1903

Winnie Rule on Colorado Ranch

Winnie Rule “at home" in Lompoc



Tami Rule married Arthur Vargas, Jr. He is a
jeweler and she is a medical assistant and works for
Dr. Rod Huss.
They have:

1. Ryan Vargas b. October 1, 1984

2. Allison Emily Vargas b. March 11, 1991

Arlene Rule became a Dental Assistant in Dr.
William Mosby's office in 1970, as their children
became teenagers.

The Rules are avid sports fans and often attend
major sports events in their many travels. It started
with Bill Rule's coaching and managing in the
Lompoc Babe Ruth Baseball League. He took the
1968 and 1971 teams all the way to the World
Series of baseball for the 15 year olds. He coached
for 20 years, "retiring” in 1984. He still organizes
tournaments from time to time. '

The Rules travel every year. When the children
were growing up, they visited the western states.
They've been all around the United States, including
a couple trips to Alaska to visit Bill's sister, Joan,
who lives there. In 1985 they went to Australia and
New Zealand. Since then, they've made a 13
country tour of Europe. They went from England to
Ireland and Scotland, then to the continent where
they stopped in Brussels, Belgium to visit Grefco
corporation affiliations there.
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Bill Rule was among the organizers of the Lompoc
High School Alumni Association in 1982, and has
served as its president. He has seen the association
grow to over 700 members, and the organizing
committee has met all of its early objectives. The
association established scholarships, created a sports
and achievement Hall of Fame, operates a
newsletter, and coordinates reunions.

The Lompoc High School Centennial is coming in
1992, and Bill Rule and the Alumni Association are
now working on that event. Rule's class of 1952
will also hold its 40th year reunion then.

The Rules are members of the Lompoc Valley
Historical Society, and have been active for the last
few years in the Pioneer Society. Those two
organizations and the Alumni Association all
compliment each other, and work together.
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