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Robert Allison Lower, the 1989 Pioneer Society
president was bom August 21, 1909 in Colorado
Springs, Colorado. His father, Albert Elwood
Lower brought the family to Santa Barbara in 1914
and was a painting contractor there for 40 years.
Robert (Bob) Lower was 5 years old when he came
to California. He grew up in Santa Barbara, and
after a couple stints in the Navy, moved to Lompoc
with his bride, Elissa (Lafourcade) Lower in the
middle of the depression.

LOWER

The Lower (thymes with flower) family finds its
earliest beginnings in Ohio where Jacob Lower
married Mary Moffett about 1830. Their son,
Robert Allison Lower, Bob's namesake grandfather,
was in the Union Army during the Civil War. He
was awarded the Congressional Medal of Honor for
participating in a raiding party at Vicksburg in 1861.
After the war, he operated a general store at Yates
City, Illinois for many years. He married Rachel
Ann Smith, daughter of George Washington Smith
and Mary (Austin) Smith.

Robert and Rachel (Smith) Lower were parents of
Albert Elwood Lower, born March 15, 1871 in
Yates City, Illinois. Albert continued the family's
westward movement and made his way to Cripple
Creek, Colorado where he worked in gold mines
with his brother, and for a time was brakeman on
the Denver and Rio Grande Railroad out of
Colorado Springs.

Albert Lower met Elizabeth Mary Hightower in
Colorado. They were married April 30, 1907.
Elizabeth's parents were Orlando and Julia Eliza

LAFOURCADE

Albert Elwood Lower is holding Robert (Bob)
Lower, and older brother, Albert (Bert) is
standing. Photo about 1910 in Colorado
Springs, Colorado.

The DeForrests were of

(DeForrest) Hightower.
French descent. The family was in Missouri when

Elizabeth was born, July 24, 1875. They were

Mennonites.

Elizabeth Hightower went from Missouri to
Colorado Springs, Colorado where she entered
nurses training in a Catholic hospital. She was
converted to the Catholic faith there, and was never
able to return to her family. Albert Lower, by then,
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Bob Lower
and Elissa
Lafourcade
on the beach
March, 1933,

corresponded as their relationship developed from
casual to commitment. When he re-entered civilian
life in 1934, the only work he could find was one
day a week for $5.00 at the Santa Barbara Packing
Co. on Carneros.

An opportunity to work for J.M. in the brick plant
brought Bob Lower to Lompoc. He shared an
apartment with his brother, William Lower. The
apartment was $16 a month, and Lower was making
$16 a week at JM. Elissa didn't want to leave
Santa Barbara, but true love prevailed. She quit a
$20 per week job in Santa Barbara. She and Bob
were married April 27, 1935.

LAFOURCADE

Elissa Lafourcade's ancestors were Basques. At
some time before 5000 years ago, an ethnic group,
neither French nor Spanish, inhabited the Western
Pyrenees, a mountain range which divides France
and Spain. Roman historians named one of their
tribes Vascones, which appears to be the origin of
the name, Basque. They called themselves
Eusaldunak and speak a language called Euskara
which is not related to any other European tongue.

The Basques resisted domination by the Romans and
successfully avoided assimilation by invading
Vandals, Visigoths, Franks and Moors and , more
recently, France and Spain. They have stubbornly
clung to their own culture, and yet, ironically have
been at the forefront of world exploration. Juan
Sebastian Elcano became the first sea captain to
circumnavigate the globe after Magellan's death.
Other Basques, Juan de Garay founded Buenos
Aires, and Miguel de Urritia introduced sheep into
Argentina.
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Basques were among the first to arrive for
California's gold rush. A few sheepherders among
them soon took advantage of the demand for fresh
meat in the mining camps and the abundance of
range land. They were able to earn more money
raising sheep than panning for gold.

Santa Barbara county had its share of Basque
Sheepherders during the era of "Shepherd Kings";
the Hollisters, Dibblees, Coopers, etc.

Elissa (Lafourcade) Lower's uncle Jean Lafourcade
was the first of the family to come to America. He
arrived in Santa Barbara from Southemn France in
1900. Mrs. Borderre of the French Hotel in Santa
Barbara was encouraging young Basques to come to
California, "the land of Golden Opportunity".
Money was sent to pay expenses and then was paid
back from money earned. Most Basques were able
to send money home to their families in France and
Spain in addition to paying off loans for fares to
America.

Juan Lafourcade (as Jean came to be known)
worked at Las Cruces with sheep. On one occasion,
he walked a herd of sheep from Santa Barbara to
Santa Ynez Valley. He was hired by the San Julian
Rancho during lambing season in 1901. In sheep
camps, he was paid $35.00 a month as camp tender.
Those were considered big wages; $10 to $15 more
than other sheepherders. Between sheep seasons, he
worked on a county road crew and helped clear land
down the valley in Lompoc. Thus he was able to
encourage his  19-year-old brother, Joseph
Lafourcade to come to America in 1905, Juan was
all of 20 himself.

Juan Lafourcade was bomn October 15, 1884 and
Joseph was bom Dec. 22, 1885. Their father,
Bemard Lafourcade, was in the French Naval
Service for many years, and he and his wife,
Madeline (Albandez) Lafourcade owned property in
the Pryrenees in Southern France. They never
followed their sons to America.

- Over the mountains in Spain, two 16-year-old girls

heeded the encouragement from Mrs. Borderre in
far-off Santa Barbara. As courageous as they may
have seemed, they fearfully stayed in their cabin on
the ocean voyage, and were terribly frightened in
New York. The people in the Basque Hotel in New
York City helped them board the train for
California.



his father about

had left the railroqq au had joined with 5 map
named Hil] apg formed "Hjj| and Lower, Painting
Contractors".

bom in Sapt, Barbara shortly after the family
moved from Colorado. They were secking a
warmer climate. The father, Albert Lower,

Was raining whep they arrived ip Santa Barbarg. In

the night, there was g gun fight in the saloon
downstairs,

Albert (Bert), Elizabeth (Hightower) Lower, Robert (Bob) ang
William (Bill) Lower in Santa Barbara about 1918,

They did a Jot of fishing off the pier or from thejr
TOW boat near the pier. The family had 2 cabin at
Paradise Camp in upper Santa Ynez valley, and they
fished and hunted there.

never got there. He did see much of the Far Eagt
during 8 years of service. There was not much



J The Laundry Crew about 1930. Left to right: Solia Alverado, Harry Woods, (unknown), (?) Escobar,
Joe Lafourcade, Lucretia Rodriguez, Josefa Lafourcade, Bernard Cambot and (unknown)

wore high heels all the time she was working. Joe to drive on the dirt country roads when they lived
delivered the cleaning and laundry. He had learned  on the ranch.

J‘o‘seph‘ (Joe) Lafourcade with his delivery truck decorated for a Lompoc Parade. |
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One of the girls was Josefa Goni, the youngest child
of Antonio and Josefa (Armonias) Goni of Navarva,
Spain. She was bom in Navarva March 19, 1886.
When they arrived in Santa Barbara ip 1902, Mrs.
Borderre got them jobs in separate parts of
California. Josefa was sent to San Jose where she
was a chambermaid. She told of how lonely she
was there, and how she cried many nights. She was
very happy when she was able to return to Santa
Barbara and went to work for Mys, Taylor (one of
the de la Guerras).

Every Sunday afternoon, the Basques in Santa
Barbara would gather at the French Hote] for a meal
followed by dancing and socializing, and where the
Basque language was almost exclusively spoken. It
was there that Josefa Gonj met Joseph Lafourcade.

Joe Lafourcade began as a construction worker in
Santa Barbara when he arrived in 1905. He and hjs
brother sent money home to France, declaring how
wonderful it was to be ip America. Josefa saved
some of the money she earned working several
years for Mrs. Taylor. Joe was 22 and Josefa wag
21 when they were married August 26, 1908, She
had saved enough money to buy a lot at 1316
Castillo St. He spoke French and she spoke
Spanish, but they both spoke Basque, so that wag
the language they used in the home.

At first they lived in a smal] house they built on the
Castillo street property. Then they built a bigger
home on the front of the Jot. Joseph studied English
and Spanish. He loved classical music and he read
alot. Josefa picked up English as time passed. The
children spoke Basque until they entered school and
soon learned English.

Their children were:

1. Marie Maggie born Mar, 30, 1909. She died
February 15, 1913.

Ellisa bom Sept. 22, 1911

Stephanie bom and died June 24, 1914

Lucille Catherine born August 2, 1915

Margarita bom Dec. 18, 1917
Janette bom June 28, 1925

QUs WL

Joe Lafourcade worked in construction for 8 years,
and then Starting in 1913 he worked 5 years for St.
Paul Dye Works. He learned the cleaning and
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dyeing trade there. He moved the family to a ranch
in the Jalama district in 1918, His brother, Jean,
was there already. They cleared land, pulled
Stumps, etc., and rajsed beans.

Elissa attended Jalama schoo].

to get there. On the ranch, wel]
they carried drinking water from
mother, Josefa, did not like the ranch and was

She rode horseback
water was hard, so

pleased when they moved to
Janette was bom ip Lompoc.

Lompoc in 1925

The Lafourcades bought the Lompoc Laundry and
Allen Cleaners and

Mrs. Simon (Martha) Cazenave was a Cambot
related to Noel Cambot who sold the Lompoc
Laundry to the Lafourcades,

Elissa remembers how both her mother ang
Francine's mother attended all the dances the girls
went to at the old Opera House. They stayed, ag
chaperones, unti] the last dance, or untj] the girls
wanted to leave.

Joe Lafourcade bought the old Lompoc Record
building next to the laundry on East Ocean Ave.,
and made it into the family home. Eljssa helped in
the laundry after schoo]. Her job was to "shake" the
were removed from the spin
wringer. There was a dry room with big racks to
hang starched clothes.
pipes all around. Four men and four women were
employed. Josefa Lafourcade ironed clothes from §
a.m. until 7 p.m. every day, six days a week. She

Heat was provided by steam -



school. The school lasted four months, and Bob
spent another couple months looking for a cleaning
job elsewhere. Elissa stayed in Lompoc with Pat,
their first child, while he was in school. In other
parts of the country, he could not find anything
higher than $20.00 per week, so he returned to work
for Joe for $30.00 a week. .

Joe Lafourcade died May 29, 1947, Mrs.
Lafourcade continued to oOperate the business, and
made Bob Lower manager, running laundry and
cleaners. She sold the laundry and kept the dry
cleaning part of the business.

During the depression, a good weeks business would
bring in $200, and just when things were getting
better, coin operated dry cleaners began taking
business away. They were not successful and soon
disappeared. Camp Cooke gave the business a big
boost. At one time there were 17 employees, and
Bob was working from 7:00 am. 'tj] midnight.
During WWII one Navy outfit at Point Arguello had
a big contract for cleaning - then suddenly they
disappeared owing quite a bit of money. Several
months later, the cleaners received a check for the
total amount from the outfit, by then in Australia.

Elissa went back to work in the Cleaners when her
mother died Mar. 2, 1959. Her mother had taken in
Servicemen on Thanksgiving and Christmas during
the Camp Cooke buildups in WWII and the Korean
War. She also took in a "room and board" service
couple as did many Lompoc families. She was in
the process of adding new equipment for the
business when she died.
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Bob's parents:

Elizabeth (Hightower) FES
Lower and Albert Lower in I8
Santa Barbara about 1940, [§
She lived until Sept. 1, §
1964, and he lived until B
January 17, 1969.

Bob and Elissa operated Lafourcade Cleancrs 46
years at the same site on West Ocean Ave. where
Joe Lafourcade purchased the laundry and dry
cleaners back in the mid-1920. They closed up
and sold out when Bob was 68 years old. (Wash
and wear fabrics had arrived op the scene.) They
had reared six children, and got them all thmy
college. The children were:

Patricia Elissa bom August 4, 1936
Kathleen Roberta bom November 28, 1940
Betty Jo bom April 12, 1943

Annette bom November 20, 1947

Robert Allison born May 31, 1951

Daniel Joseph born June 12, 1954
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There are four grandchildren, three "inherited" (step)
grandchildren, three great grandchildren and one
step great grandchild.

Pat and Kathy were bom at "grandma" Sperbers
Nursing Home. ($60 for pre-natal care and one
years followup. It was $5.00 per day during
delivery and 12 days of pampering afterwards!)
Betty Jo helped break ipn the "new" Lompoc
Hospital in 1943, (They needed $50.00 just to get
in...)

Lower children were in Lompoc schools for 32
years.  Bob even got talked into being PTA
president by Wilma Thomas. He was apparently the
first man to hold that office.

Bob Lower was a volunteer firemen for 23 years,
was Retail Merchants' president for two years, was
a member of the Chamber of Commerce and was on
its board of directors, was district representative of
the California Dry Cleaners, has been active in the
Lompoc Valley Historjcal Society on the board and
working on the Pioneer Home (Fabing—McKay—
Spanne house), and was elected Pioneer Society
president in 1988 for the 1988-1989 year. Bob
somehow had time to play in Herb Swanson's dance
band in Lompoc, Santa Maria and the Red Barn in
Santa Ynez. The band members were Bud Olson,
Vern Freiley, Bob Knight, George Sumter, Sr., Herb
Swanson and Bob Iower among others. It broke up
during WWII and never got going after that. Bob

also played in the town band. Herb Swanson's dad,

Bill Swanson directed that. The Lompoc town band

marched in Rose Parades back in the 1930's.



Elissa graduated from Lompoc High School in 1930
when it was in the old two story building facing
west Cypress Ave.  She enjoyed mathematics in
school. She wanted to be a nurse, but her father's
wishes and her interest in Math, led her to Santa
Barbara Business College. She lived with her God
Mother (the girl who came with her mother from
Spain back in 1902) while she attended school in
Santa Barbara. ‘

Just before Elissa finished college, the Morning
Press needed a girl in the circulation department.
When she was being interviewed for the job, the
messenger boy (Bob Lower) came into the office
and dropped the mail all over the floor. It may not
have left a great impression then, but they've been
married way over 50 years..,

Elissa worked from 2 p.m. until the job was
completed each day. She finished business college.
Her first vacation (one week) was spent at the home
of Francine Cazenave's cousin in San Francisco.
She bought a new outfit and enjoyed the big city.

After one year, the depression hit. The Daily News
took over the Morning Press and it became the
Santa Barbara News—Press. Salaries went from
$30.00 to $15.00 per month, then after 6 months,
layoffs took a painful toll. Bob Lower went back
into the Navy and Elissa Lafourcade walked the
streets looking for a job. She was even rejected for
a job she almost got, because she was a Catholic.

Finally, after a two week coffee shop job serving
coffee, she found permanent employment in the
office of a children's shop. Kay Batkin, another
Lompoc girl, also worked there. Elissa worked
there two years and quit to get married and move to
Lompoc.

Bob Lower returned from the Navy and after some
temporary work in Santa Barbara found a job at
Johns-Manville in Lompoc. He and Elissa were
engaged to be married in June, 1935. In January,
1935, Bob bought a run down house on South G
street with a yard overgrown with briars and weeds.
The house was a mess and it needed paint. When
Elissa saw it in that condition, she was disappointed,
and besides, she did not want to leave Santa
Barbara. The house cost $1800 - nothing down,
$18.00 per month.
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Bob quickly fixed it up and painted it, and her folks
bought furniture. In April, she got the word they
were to be married "next week". So on April 27,
1935, they were married in the "old" Catholic
church on South 1 street. They spent four days (on
his long break at J.M.) at his folks' cabin near
Paradise camp. They have lived in that same house
on South G street, are well past their 50th
Anniversary and reared six children there.

Elissa got a job at Penncys in Lompoc. She also
worked at Lundberg's stationery store. Bob was
working from 4 pm. to 11 pm. at JM. Pat
Murphy, who worked the cleaning part of
Lafourcade's operation, was going home to Tennesee
for a visit and showed Bob his cleaning job during
the 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. hours. Pat Murphy never came
back from Tennessee, and left Bob Lower cleaning,
spotting, pressing and dyeing - and working two
jobs.

Bob quit (something about Irish temper) after an
argument with Joe Lafourcade. He worked for S.P.
Muilling for a short time on 12 hour shifts, saved his
money, and went to Texas to attend a dry cleaning

(Standing): Margarita Lair, Lucille Saukko, Jeanette Learned
(Seated): Elissa Lower and Josefa Lafourcade with her four
daughters.




... The Lower Famlly

Betty Jo, Bob, Elissa, Kathy, Annette, Dan, Pat and Bobby

Pat Lower married James Brady. She is comptroller
and office manager for Denholm Seeds in Lompoc
and has two children and three grandchildren.
Kathy married Wm. Morgan. She is head of In
Service Education at Goleta Hospital, has three step
children and one step grandchild. Betty Jo married
Lars Thornes. She is a teacher in El Cerrito and has
one son. Annette married Leon Rousso. She works
in her husband's insurance company in Canoga Park
and has one daughter. Robert, Jr. (Bobby) is a
printer in the Placentia-Irvine area. Danny lives in
Santa Barbara and is a teacher at a private Junior
High School in Santa Barbara. He has a rock
band...

At Christmas get-togethers the family rents the
Alpha Club. Sometimes they've gone together with
other families and have had as many as 45 for
dinner.

8

* juan "Tio" Lafourcade
and Annette at her wedding

For one of their Anniversaries, the children sent Bob
and Elissa to Hawaii for a well deserved 15 day
vacation. The family was all together in April 1985
to help them cclebrate their Golden Wedding
Anniversary.

Elissa reflects the heartfelt joy her parents expressed
when speaking of the opportunities in America. A
study of Bob and Elissa Lowers' lives reveal years
of enjoyed hard work. The variety of professions
represented by their children speaks of opportunities
those earlier generations couldn't have imagined.
The Lafourcades and Lowers have left us a "clean”
town. Just think of it!
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