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CHAMBERS

Donald James Chambers, the 1988
Pioneer Society President, was born

July 7, 1934, in Bakersfield,
California. His uncle told his
father, Omer Chambers, of jobs
available at Johns-Manville 1in

Lompoc, and the family moved here
in December 1936, when Don was 2
years old. Donald’s sister, Betty
Chambers, was born in Bakersfield
in December 1936 Jjust before they
moved.

They lived for a while in the house
by the J-M Little League Ball Park
at the corner of Chestnut Avenue
and D Street (The Knights of

Columbus organization meets there

- FAIR

now). Then they moved to the White
hills Community at the J-M Plant.
As Omer Chambers progressed to a
better job at the plant, they moved
from the lower Whitehills houses to
the upper and better houses.

Donald Chambers entered first grade
at El1 Camino elementary school in
Lompoc. The children from
Whitehills were bussed into town
along with most other county
students in Lompoc’s vicinity.
Clarence Ruth, principal at El
Camino School, was instrumental in
closing small county schools.

Whitehills, in Espana
Canyon near the J-M
Plant, was a typical
company town in the era
before modern worker
mobility.
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Don Chambers and Carol Ann Fair
were sophomores in High School when
they started going steady in 1949.
Carol and her mother moved to
Lompoc from Fontana in the winter
(early months) of 1948.

Carol Ann Fair was born September
5, 1934, the only child of William
Thomas and Ruth Addis (Benton)
Fair. She was born in the hospital
in Loma Linda, but their home was
in Lake Elsinore, cCalifornia. The
family moved to Fontana near San
Bernardino when Carol Ann was in
the third grade.

The family had made several trips
to Lompoc in ensuing years to visit
Carol Ann’s Uncle Buell Fair and

Cousin Margaret Mange, and
Margaret’s children, Fred and Bob
Mange.

Carol Ann’s mother sold the family
property in Fontana and bought the
Lompoc Malt Shop on South H Street.
They lived at 414 South H Street
for almost two years, then moved to
H and Ocean, upstairs in what had
been the "Dean Block" in early
Lompoc history. Carol Ann’s
father, William Thomas Fair, after
some time in the Army returned to
Illinois where he died in November
1952,

Carol Ann Fair was a cheerleader at
Lompoc High School. She played the
cymbals in the marching band and
was Student Body President. She
was the Kiwanis Club contestant for
Rodeo Queen the 1last year of the
Lompoc Rodeo before it became the
Flower Festival. She worked at
both the Lompoc Theatre and La Mesa
Theatre as an usherette, starting
at age 15 in 1950. She continued
ushering at the local theater until
a year after she was married.

Don Chambers and Carol Ann Fair
graduated from Lompoc High School
June 6, 1952, They were both 17
years old. The class of 1952 was
having a graduation party at Bill
Rennie’s ranch, and it was there
the high school sweethearts decided
to drive to Las Vegas and get
married. They drove to Las Vegas

only to find they needed written
parental permission to wed at age
17. A notarized telegram was sent
by Carol Ann’s mother, but Don’s
parents were visiting relatives in
Taft. The couple drove back to
Taft and persuaded his parents to
accompany them back to Las Vegas,
to approve and witness their
marriage, June 8, 1952. After
putting several hundred miles on
their 1947 Ford Coupe that weekend,
they had a flat tire in front of
their house when they arrived in
Lompoc.

Don Chambers worked his way up from
the grease rack to mechanic in
charge of new car sales at Beattie
and Lunt Ford. He worked there 8
years in all, and then went to work
for Valley Tractor Co. in 1955.

Meanwhile, Carol Ann’s mother had
sold the Malt Shop and worked in
the Personnel Office at nearby Camp
Cooke. She met Edward Margadonna
there, and they were married in San
Luis Obispo in 1953. Later she
worked at the dental clinic at the
Camp Cooke Disciplinary Barracks.

Don and Carol Ann Chambers lived in
the H and Ocean upstairs apartment
for two years, 1952 to 1954, and
then moved to South I Street.
Their first child, Mark Chambers,
was born January 2, 1954. Carrie
Chambers was born June 19, 1956.
The growing family then moved to
137 North K, where Don had lived
during his high school years. Dana
Chambers was born February 1, 1959,
when they lived there.

Don began working for C. Sanchez
and Son Construction in 1958 after
3 years at Valley Tractor Co.
There was a lot of grading work for
construction of new homes during
the Vandenberg build up during 1958
through 1960. The Chambers bought
one of the new homes on North
Gardenia in 1960.

Their fourth child, Craig Chambers,
was born March 6, 1963, after the
family had broken in the new house
on Gardenia.
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This photo of Miguelito School was taken long before Whitehills

children attended there during WW II,

unchanged.

Miguelito School, across the road
from Miguelito Park, was
reactivated during WWII and the
Whitehill children attended there
to save gasoline and tires during
the war. Don was in the 2nd through
the 5th grade at Miguelito School
and returned to El Camino in 6th
grade.

Don’s youngest sister, Linda
Chambers was born in 1944. The
Chambers family, Omer, his wife,
Ruby (Bozarth) Chambers, with

children Don, Betty and Linda moved
into town in 1946 to Lompoc Gardens

Lompoc, as it was in
1935 the year before
Don Chambers arrived
here.

but the building was

(between Maple and Pine and I and K
Streets). Don was in the 7th
grade. The next year, 1947, the
7th and 8th grades were formed into
the Junior High School, housed on
the same campus as the Senior High
School (south of Cypress Avenhue
between L and N Streets). Don was
in the 8th grade then.

The family moved to 137 North K
Street in 1948, when Don was in the
9th grade at Lompoc Senior High
School. He got a Fjob washing car

windows for Mutt Beattie at Beattie
and Lunt Ford that year.
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Don and Carol Ann by the
reconstructed 1924 Model-T Ford.

Omer Chambers married Ruby Bozarth,
whose father was Samuel Bozarth, a
railroad man from West Frankfort,
Illinois. His parents were Finis
and Elizabeth (Scott) Bozarth.
Ruby Bozarth was born January 31,
1913 in Peoria, Illinois. Her
mother, Ida (Veatch) Bozarth was
killed by a tornado when Ruby was
only 8 years old. Ruby was sent to
live with her aunt in Missouri.
The parents of Ida and her sister
in Missouri were Joe and Martha
Veatch. There was some Indian
ancestry in Ruby’s mother’s line
according to family reports.

Omer and Ruby (Bozarth) Chambers
moved from Missouri to Bakersfield,
California, at the outset of the
depression. Farming in Missouri
became a losing effort and there
were Jjobs in o0il fields 1in
California. The Chambers came to
Ventura first, and from oil field
jobs there, they were transferred
to Bakersfield. It was there, July
7, 1934, Don Chambers had his
beginnings.

Carl Ann Chambers’ Fair ancestors
may have come from Holland to
America. One branch of the Fair
family is known to have descended
from Von Fahr. Some credence to
the Dutch ancestry may be given by
the marriage of Jane Fair into the
Vandaveer family in South Carolina.
The Vandaveers came from the
Netherlands. The earliest records
of the Fair family known to the
Lompoc branch, are from the mid-
1700’s and begin with Edmund and
Silence Fair.

Edmund and Silence Fair were
married about the time of the
Revolutionary War, and so it
appears they were born about 1750.
They were 1living in South Carolina
when some, if not all, of their
children were born. After the
Revolutionary War, the Fair family
joined the pioneering movement into
Kentucky which had been created as
a separate territory from the
commonwealth of Virginia in July
1790. Kentucky was admitted to the
Union in June 1792.

Jane Fair, a daughter of Edmund and
Silence Fair, married Thomas
Vandaveer December 19, 1811 in
Casey County, Kentucky. Just three
days earlier, December 16, 1811,
the strongest earthquake ever
registered east of the Rocky
Mountains, shook all that territory
severely. The quake was felt from
Canada to New Orleans and from the
Rocky Mountains to the Atlantic
Coast. After shocks continued for
two years.

The children of Edmund and Silence
Fair are mentioned in Edmund Fair’s
will dated October 14, 1816, in
Casey County, Kentucky as follows:

Sarah (Winkler)

James

Rebecca (Gwin)

Absolam

Edmund

Mary (Mason)

Margaret (Whittle)

Hannah (Smith)

Jane (Vandaveer),b. 28 Jan

1789, SscC
Aaron B., b 19 Jan 1792
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Ellen, and Craig
Dana Lynn, Carol Ann,

Back Row: Don Chambers,

Front Row:

and Mark
Don and Carol Ann’s son, Mark,
married Debra Kingston. Mark and

Debra have three children and lives
in Pleasanton, California where
Mark works for Standard Insurance
Corporation. Don and Carol Ann’s
daughter, Carrie (Chambers)
Bustamante is an accountant and

lives 1in Lompoc. She has two
children. The next daughter, Dana
Chambers lives at home. She works
for the Lompoc Record in the
composing department. The
youngest son, Craig, just married
Kimberlee Wilcox. He Dbuilds

houses and she works for a local
mortgage company.

Christine,
Nathaniel and

The grandchildren are:
Victoria, Elizabeth,
Phillip.

Don Chambers is now Construction
Superintendent in charge of
excavating and grading and has
worked for C. Sanchez and Son for
over 30 years. Carol Ann worked
for the Lompoc Hospital District
for 8 years from 1968 to 1976. She
then worked for the Santa Barbara
County Housing Authority for 8
years, 1976 to 1984.

Don Chambers was active in the 20-
30 Club, was supportive of the Babe
Ruth League and Little League, and
is now participating in the Antique
Car Club. He has reconstructed a
1924 Model-T Ford and a 1947 Ford
Club Coupe.

Don’s sister, Betty, is married to
Paul Savage who has a Ford
Dealership in Portland, Oregon.

His sister, Linda is married to
Rick Marillo, a postman in Fresno,
California. Linda is Business
Manager for a Fresno TV Station.

Don Chambers’ father, Omer
Chambers, was born December 19,
1911 in Southern Missouri. Omer’s
parents were David Carroll and Cora
(Shirley) cChambers. Cora Shirley’s
parents were James and Plommer
Shirley. David Carroll Chambers’
parents were James Reuben and Anne
Chambers from Kentucky. They moved
to Piggott, Arkansas, and later
David Carroll Chambers moved to
Missouri.



1861,
Their son,
born 28
Jacksonville,
Illinois.

and Mary died 4 July 1873.
John David Johnson, was

March 1843 near
Morgan County,

John David and Sarah (Ford) Johnson
were married 14 April 1863. They
had seven children:

Lenora (Fair) b. 12 June 1865

Laura (Patterson)

Lula (Woods)

H. Buell, b. 15 November 1874

William Rhoads, b. 3 September 1877
was a teacher 1in Greene
County, Illinois, then became
a Baptist minister

Benjamin Perry, b. in Athensville,
Illinois, was a teacher seven years
and became a Baptist minister in
1910

Frank (died young).

John David Johnson was reared on
his father’s 320 acre farm near
Jacksonville, Illinois, and
attended school until he was 19
years old. He then began to teach
school at $1.00 per day. He
continued teaching through each
winter during his active years,
even after he became a Baptist
minister. John was 20 years old
when he married Sarah Ford during
the Civil War. He enlisted in Co.
A, 6lst Illinois Infantry and
served 9 months. He was in the
battles of Corinth and Shiloh and a
few small skirmishes. He was
discharged due to a disability
resulting from the war.

John D. Johnson moved to South
Eastern Kansas in 1867 with his
small family, and lived in Crawford
County about three and a half
years. They returned, as a growing
family, to Greene County, Illinois.
In 1874, he was ordained a Baptist
minister at Pleasant Dale Baptist
Church five miles west of
Whitehall, Illinois. He ministered
in several churches and ended his
days in his home on one acre of
land in Athensville.

William Rhoads Johnson, a son of
John D., has a daughter, Jane
Johnson, who 1lives 1in San Luis
Obispo, California.

Lenora (Nora) Johnson,
John D. and Sarah married Thomas A.
Fair. Three of their children have
descendants in Lompoc. Buell Ward
Fair (1892-1947) married Gladys
Goodwin (1895-1976). Their
daughter, Margaret, married Fred
Mange (see below).

daughter of

Mildred Norene Fair married James

Russell Shields. Their son,
Russell Shields, born 8 September
1930 in Greenfield, Illinois, is a

well respected Police Officer in

the Lompoc Police Department. He
married Marjorie Riggs born 6
January 1933, in Roadhouse,
Illinois. They have four daughters

born in Carrollton, Illinois and

all reared in Lompoc:

Shelley Loraine b. 28 August 1951
Terry Louann, b. 11 August 1953
Lorna Paulette, b. 3 November 1954
Bonnie Gail, b. 10 October 1956
(see below).

William Thomas Fair married Ruth
Addis Benton. Their daughter,
Carol Ann Fair, born 5 September
1934 in Loma Linda near Riverside,
California, married Donald James
Chambers, the 1987-1988 Pioneer
Society President. Carol’s mother,
Ruth Addis Benton was the daughter
of Phremmer and Anna (Martin)
Benton.

MANGE

The first of Carol Ann‘s family to
come to Lompoc were Fred and
Margaret (Fair) Mange. Carol Ann’s
uncle, Harocld Fair, owned the
"Chicago Beauty Shop" in Santa
Barbara during the depression. His
niece (Carol Ann’s cousin) Margaret
Fair, came to Santa Barbara in 1936
to work in her uncle’s beauty shop.
She met Fred Mange (rhymes with
bang) in Santa Barbara and they

were married in 1938. Fred Mange
came to Lompoc to work in Bay’s
Supermarket in November 1941.
Margaret and their baby, Fred,
followed in January 1942, right
after the outset of WWII. Their

second son, Bob Mange, was born in

Lompoc in March, 1944.



The youngest son, Aaron B. Fair,
was probably born in South Carolina
before the family moved to
Kentucky. He married Leah Smith
who was born 23 Feb 1793. Family
records do not show where she was
born. They were married in
Kentucky about 1815. It is
probable that Leah’s brother
married Hannah Fair. Among Aaron
and Leah’s children were: William,
Aaron and James Fair. James was
the fourth child of Aaron B. and
Leah (Smith) Fair. Family records
do not list the other child or
children. Aaron B. Fair died 10
Mar 1867, age 75, and his wife Leah
died 2 Mar 1872, age 79.

James Fair was born 22 Nov 1823 in
Kentucky. He Jjoined the westward
movement in 1849 when he was 26
years old. He rode on horseback to
Illinois with just enough money to
pay traveling expenses. His uncle,
Absolam Fair had preceded him in
the pioneering movement to
Illinois. James took up farming
with his uncle until 1853.

James Fair married Lurinda
Priscilla Rafferty 1 Dec 1853. She
was born 6 March 1836. He was 30
and she was 17. She was the
daughter of Thomas B. Rafferty
(born in Kentucky) and Mary
(Wriston) Rafferty (born in North
carolina). James and Lurinda had a
stock-raising farm near Greenfield,
Illinois. Lurinda (spelled Lorinda
in some documents) died 19 October
1864. She was only 28. she left
James with five children:

Amanda Fair, b. 26 March 1855
William E. Fair, b. 25 March 1857
Mary C. Fair, b. 6 May 1860

Sina E. Fair, b. 29 April 1862
Thomas A. Fair, b. 1 August 1864

Lurinda’s parents were, no doubt,
very helpful in the rearing of the

children, age 9 down to the baby,
after her untimely death. However,
Amanda toock over the task of

rearing the younger children when
she was o0ld enough. The family
tells of how "Aunt Mandy" reared
Thomas Fair.

Lurinda’s father, Thomas B.
Rafferty, was born in January 1812.
He moved to Illinois from Kentucky
with is parents in the fall of
1830. His father was Richard
Rafferty and his mother was Sarah
candle. They were of Scotch-Irish
descent. Lurinda’s mother, Mary
Wriston was born 21 December 1813
in North CcCarolina. She came to
Illinois with her parents, Reed and
Nancy Wriston, from Tennessee 1in
1830. Thomas and Mary (Wriston)
Rafferty were married in Illinois
in 1833. They had 10 children.

James Fair did not remarry after
his wife, Lurinda, died. He died
13 October 1902, almost 79 years of
age.

Thomas A. Fair, the youngest son of
James and Lurinda (Rafferty) Fair,
was born 1 August 1864, just 3 1/2
months before his mother died.
When he was 23, he married Lenora

(known as Nora) Johnson. She was
born 12 June 1865. They had seven
children, three of whom have

descendants in Lompoc:

Verbal, b. ca 1890, 4. age 2
Buell, b. 3 June 1892

Harold, b. 20 January 1895
Raymond, b. 26 September 1897
Lurinda Jane, b. 19 February 1900
Mildred N., b. 29 July 1902
William Thomas, b. 17 August 1907

Nora (Johnson) Fair was the
daughter of John David and Sarah J.
(Ford) Johnson. Sarah’s parents
were William F. and Lucinda
(Drummond) Ford. John D. was the
son of Benjamin and Mary (Boyd)
Johnson. Benjamin Johnson was a
Baptist preacher from Virginia born
in 1792, and Mary Boyd was born in
Kentucky. Benjamin Johnson was the
first Baptist preacher in those

parts. Benjamin and Mary had seven
sons, five of whom were Baptist
ministers: Henry Leander Johnson,

Commodore Perry Johnson, and Andrew
Jackson Johnson, born in Kentucky,
and Jonas Milton Johnson and John
David Johnson, born in Illinois.
Sons Henry and Marcus were not
ministers. Benjamin died 18 March



Bay’s Supermarket was on West Ocean
Avenue between I and J Streets next
to Perozzi’s Hardware Store. The
Manges’ bought out Bay in 1944 and
renamed it the "Lompoc
Supermarket." They closed the
market in 1949 and Fred Mange went
to work for the Post Office.
Margaret Mange went to work as
beauty operator at Hilda’s Beauty
Salon, on South I Street. She
worked in the historic shop, built
in 1875, for almost a quarter of a
century, and recently retired after
27 years.

Margaret’s parents, carol Ann’s
uncle and aunt Buell and Gladys
Fair moved to Lompoc in 1943.
Buell Fair worked for Stan’s
Automotive and at Camp Cooke. He
died in 1947.

SHIELDS

Ten years after carol Ann and her
mother moved to LompocC, another
cousin, Russ Shields, came from
Illinois. Responding to the
ncalifornia Fever" of the 1950’s,
Russ came in the fall of 1958,

8

besides, he didn’t want to follow
in the family mortuary business
where he was working in Illinois.

He was seeking a job in police work
and was fortunate to find it soon
after arriving in Lompoc. (He did
a short stint at the mortuary,
where he had experience). He sent
for his family, wife Marge, and 4
daughters a month after he landed
in California. They lived in Carol
Ann’s attic on North E Street,
until they found a house at 412
South I Street. In 1961, they
purchased their present home oOn
South C st.
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