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LOMPOC AND SANTA MARIA ROAD RACING - PARTII

1916 -1917

The history of automobile racing on the
streets and roads of Lompoc from its modest
beginnings on July 4, 1912, to the Fourth
Annual 4th of July Road Races of 1915, was
covered in Lompoc Legacy No. 52 winter,
1987. In this, the second and concluding
part of the story, we will continue with
the history of the road races in Lompoc and
in Santa Maria in 1916 and 'l7. Although
the Legacy seldom focuses on Santa Maria
matters, it is entirely appropriate in this
context, as it was Lompoc cars and drivers
that furnished most of the action in the
Santa Maria races.

1916 LOMPOC RACE

When the 4th of July fell on Sunday in 1915,
Santa Maria elected to make its observance of
Independence Day on Saturday, the 3rd, and
Lompoc decided to celebrate with a full slate of
traditional events, including their famous auto
race, on Monday, July 5. Thus, hundreds of
Santa Marians were able to make the twenty-odd
mile trip to Lompoc that Monday to enjoy a
second round of public events, and to be a part
of the excitement at the hotly contested road
races right in the middle of town., They could
hardly help noticing that the crowds of
celebrators nearly doubled the local population,
or that the road races were the most exciting
crowd-pleaser that anybody ever put on, and upon
their return to Santa Maria, they began to
wonder why they did not do the same thing
themselves. After all, Santa Maria was half
again bigger than Lompoc; if a little town with
no more than 1700 people could put on so
successful an event as Lompoc had done, what
could Santa Maria, with over 3,000 citizens,
manage to do?

And so it came to pass that in April, 1916, when
the committees were formed to lay the plans for
Santa Maria's 4th of July celebrations, and the
list of events was drawn up, it was decided that
auto races in the heart of town would be the
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main feature. In addition to the traditional

parade, baseball game, literary exercises,
basket lunch in the park, horse races,
fireworks, and public dance, a 100-mile light-

car race on the streets of Santa Maria would be
the principal event on Tuesday, July 4, 1916,

Certainly when the 4th of July committee met at
the Lompoc Valley Chamber of Commerce offices in
May to prepare plans for Lompoc's celebration,
they must have been chagrined to find that Santa
Maria had pre-empted their road race theme, but
rather than meet the challenge head-on, they
wisely adopted a cooperative plan adapted to
what Santa Maria had already laid out,
dispatched a committee to present the plan to
officials in Santa Maria, and got an agreement.
Under the plan, Lompoc would celebrate
Independence Day on Monday, July 3, with their
usual list of events, 'including the road races,
and Santa Maria could go ahead with similar
plans for the 4th. Stores in each town would be
asked to close early, or entirely, on both days,
in order to encourage as many people as possible
to attend the festivities in Lompoc one day and
in Santa Maria the next. As for the races, if
Santa Maria could offer a purse of $1200 and
attempt a 100 mile race, then Lompoc could do
it too, although in the past, the Lompoc races
had always been half that distance, and less
prize money had been offered. With cooperation
thus assured, plans in both communities
progressed swiftly. The committees sought and
got approval from the city trustees to close the
streets for racing on the days selected, and
work commenced on grading and improving the road
surface. Booster buttons were sold at $1 a
piece to help finance the events.
Advertisements appeared in newspapers up and
down the coast, touting two days of auto racing
in Northern Santa Barbara County, and emissaries
made trips to Santa Barbara, Los Angeles and
points in between to enlist auto racers for the
two events. Late in June, work commenced on the
grandstands at key points--across H Street
facing Ocean Avenue in Lompoc; across Broadway



their numbers, for which they had drawn the
night before. Monte Huyck, #11, and Fred
Beuterbaugh, #12, were thus the last to start,
and immediately they showed their winning style.
Fred set the fastest time for the first three
laps, and by Lap 4, Monte had taken the lead.
The hot Model T Fords of Lompoc were doing it
again! Behind them, the other drivers did all
they could to regain their positions, without
much success. Hicks was out in Lap 1, having
lost high gear in his Oakland; Maretti and
Boeseke dropped out in Lap 9 with engine
trouble, and Crakes folded up on Lap 14. Spider
Campbell, the only driver from out of town who
could consistently turn in laps under 4 minutes,
managed to pass Beuterbaugh on Lap 10 and take
over second place, only to break the
transmission in his fast Maxwell in Lap 13,
which ended his ride. The other out-of-towners
spent so much time in the pits for repairs that
they were out of contention, so long as the
leaders did not falter.

The unbanked square corners on a city course of
the type used in Lompoc demanded that the cars
have good brakes, so they could slow down enough
to make the turns; good handling, to slide
through the sharp corners; and swift
acceleration, to get back up to speed coming out
of the corners. And, of course, if a car could
not make close to 70 miles an hour on the
straight sections, it was not in contention.
Part way through the race, those square corners
began taking their toll on the racers. On Lap
11, Fred Beuterbaugh came past the stands with a
badly wobbling rear wheel. He had broken the
foot brake going into a turn, slid through at
full tilt, hit something and bent the wheel.
Everybody thought he was through for the day,
but Fred took the risk and kept going although
it made the car shake pretty badly. On the 24th
lap, the red Buick, #6, stopped at the pits and
it was found that every spoke in the right rear
wheel was splintered. But the car was running
in the money, in 4th place, so driver Atchison
decided to press on regardless.

From there on to the end of the 33rd and final
lap, the positions remained the same, the
drivers electing to preserve the status quo
rather than risk any foolish heroics. Thus,
Monte Huyck rambled home the winner at the end
of 101-3/4 miles, in 2 hours, 7 minutes, and 7
seconds, to a great ovation from the crowd,
making an average speed of just over 48 miles an
hour. Fred Beuterbaugh, who still turned laps
of 3 minutes and 50-o0dd seconds consistently
despite the bent wheel, came through 1 minute 56
seconds later to claim 2nd place. The two
Buicks, proving their reliability if not their
speed, were next; Hall, #9, in 2:23:15, taking
3rd place, and Atchison in #6 with the
splintered wheel, 4th, with a time of 2:33:24.
The Chevy, #1, and the Studebaker, #8, were
still running, but far behind, and there being
no prize money beyond 4th place, they were
flagged off the course. Huyck collected $600
for his win, Beuterbaugh got $300 for second
place; Hall, $200 for third; and Atchison, $100
for fourth place.

-the hills,

In prior years the 4th of July races had been
one-shot affairs, so that after the race was
over, there was nothing to do but sweep up the
pieces, take the cars home for repair or further
modification—-or junking!--and await the next
year's races. Not so in 1916. The same cars
were all due for another hundred mile race the
next day in Santa Maria, so all the damage
sustained in the July 3rd races in Lompoc had to
be repaired that night. As it turned out, Monte
Huyck's winning Model T Ford was the only Lompoc
racer in good enough shape to be driven to Santa
Maria that Monday evening; all the others were
in one garage or another in Lompoc, some of them
virtually all night, with mechanics, owners and
drivers laboring to put them back in racing
shape for the morrow. Eventually they all made
ali o

THE ROAD TO SANTA MARIA

In 1916, the usual route from Lompoc to Santa
Maria consisted of the old Purisima grade over
the hills north of town to where it connected
with the new State Highway and up the highway
through Orcutt to Santa Maria. You could go up
"A" Street and cross the river there if you
wanted to, but the best route was east out of
town on Ocean Avenue, across the wood trestle
Robinson Bridge, up the road to Four Corners,
then west, north, and west again on what is not
McLaughlin Road. The route then followed the
Rucker Road alignment generally to the foot of
then kept going northerly up the
canyon behind the present Union 0il Company
land, crossing the summit about three quarters
of a mile east of where th present road crosses.
From there, the road was cut into the easterly
side of the same canyon down which the present
Harris Grade winds along the westerly slope.
The old road was considerably shorter than the
present one, which meant that it was a good bit
steeper in places, and it was much narrower,
too. 'When the road was constructed in 1906, it
was thought to be a pretty good one--direct, not
too steep, and fine for automobiles--but only
ten years later, standards had changed so much,
and traffic had increased to such an extent that
the old Purisima grade was barely adequate, and
Lompoc had been agitating for a new, better road
for several years. At last, in mid-1916, there
was action underway to get that better road, but
it was still the old narrow dusty trail over the
hill that led toward Santa Maria in July of that
year. The old road can still be seen descending
the northerly side of the Purisima Hills along
the hillside opposite the present grade.

At the foot of the hill on the north side, the
old road lurched across the gulley right about
where the present highway crosses it with a
culvert. From there, the voad skirted the
westerly edges of the flat, arable land, then
struck a generally northerly track up the west
line of the Harris Ranch, about where the P.G. &
E. power line now crosses the Los Alamos Valley.

When the road hit the edge of the hills on the
north side of the valley, it cut to the east,



facing Main Street in Santa Maria, Soon
contestants were to be seen and heard Practicing
on the race courses in each town, early in the
morning or late in the evening., With cut-outs
obpen, or exhaust Pipes and mufflersg removed
altogether, those cars could be heard all over
town, Creating further advertising for the
excitement that lay ahead,

Monte Huyck and his riding mechanic, Aallen
Arkley, in their white coveralls supplied by
Pinal-Dome Refining Company, get ready to

Campbell looks pretty potent, and it was!

By July 1, there were a dozen entries for the
two races, half again more than had ever
competed in the local road races. There would
be four from Santa Barbara, two from Santa
Maria, two from Los Angeles, one from Ventura
and another fronm Guadalupe to compete against
the two stalwarts of Lompoc, Monte Huyck and
Fred Beuterbaugh, Monte, a veteran of all
previous Lompoc road races, was favored to win
by many, regardless of who the others were or
what cars they drove, as he had won in 1915
driving his fast Ford against stiff competition,
and had come in second in 1913 and 1912, For
the 1916 races, Bell and Canfield at the Lompoc
Garage, local Ford dealers, had completely
rebuilt the racer that Huyck was to drive, using
the trusty engine from the 1915 car in a
completely new chassis, lowered at the front so
it had only eight inches ground clearance,
giving the car great stability in cornering,
which was important on the unbanked street race
courses. At the time, Ford built Model T's with
two tread widths, 56 and 60 inches, to match the
wagon tracks common in different areas. Cars
with the 56-inch tread width were in usge here,
but Bell and Canfield got a 60" axle, and bent
the ends into a dropped-center configuration,
thus lowering the front of the car. Monte
figured he could slide through the corners
without having to slow down much, Fred
Beuterbaugh, who won the race in 1914 with his
Model T racer, was back again with many
improvements and promised to be a strong
contender, too. FEither of those hopped-up Model
T's was capable of about 70 piles an hour,
pretty speedy for a little b-cylinder car that
was good for about 40 in stock trim! -

Among thosge Pitted against thege Lompoc racers
were Frank "Spider"” Campbell and Elmer Boeseke,
both of Santa Barbara, in Maxwells. It was
Spider Campbell who pressed Monte Huyck go
closely in the 1915 race, and came in second
that year. Other Santa Barbarans were A, G,
Atchison, in g Buick, a red one, and Seth Hicks,
driving an Oakland Six. The Santa Marians
entered in the races were Charlie Dougherty,
back again in his hot Ford, and Clarence Crakes,
whose brother Bill ran a garage, in another
Ford, Richard Maretti of Guadalupe would enter
his OQakland 4, Racers from outside Santa
Barbara County included Hall, of Ventura, in a
vellow Buick; Wells, of Los Angeles, in a
Studebaker, and a hot Chevrolet 4 from Los
Angeles entered by J. F. McCloskey, to be driven
by a mystery driver whose name was kept secret
until race day. Some of these cars and drivers
were well known ip these parts, and their
abilities and skill were well respected; others

Cars lined up on Ocean Avenue at H Street for
the July 3, 1916, Lompoc road race include
No. 12, Pred Beuterbaugh’s Ford; No. 8,
Well’s Studebaker; No. 4, Spider Campbell’s
Maxwell; and No. 5, Elmer Boeseke’s Maxwell.
The car in the foreground appears to be No.
2, Richard Maretti’s o0Oakland 4 from

3, 1916, eleven of the speediest light cars on
the coast were lined up on Ocean Avenue of {
Street, ready to start Lompoc's 5th Annual Road
Race. Only Charlie Dougherty's Ford, #3, was
missing from the line-up. Packing the
grandstands lining the three mile course--QOcean
Avenue, A Street, College Avenue, and O Street——
was the biggest crowd of spectators Lompoc had
seen yer, with many from as far north as San
Francisco and as far south as Los Angeles and
San Diego in attendance--and, of course,
hundreds from Santa Maria. They had waded
through all the preliminaries by that time, the
parade, the baseball game, the foot races and
the motorcycle races, and now it was time for
the big event of the day.

At 3:05, Starter, W. A. Calvert signalled the #1
car--the mystery Chevy, driven by Dochterman, of
L.A—to start, and at fifteen second intervals,
he started the others off ip accordance with



he was going too fast to make the turn with so
many cheering spectators crowding into the
roadway. He nicked a hay bale, lost control and
flipped the car, which spilled its occupants and
plowed into a tree. The official course car was
dispatched forthwith, Dr. Coblentz aboard, but
they found Hicks with only a scratched nose and
his mechanic, Hipes, entirely unhurt. It was
the only accident of the day; not serious, as it
turned out, but the Oakland was a wreck.

Positions changed little after that, and Monte
Huyck blasted up to the Bradley Hotel at the end
of Lap 25 the winner in 1 hour, 50 minutes and
24 seconds, averaging close to 54 1/2 miles per
hour, and drawing a tremendous cheer from the
Lompocers in the stands and along the sidewalks,
Four minutes or so behind him came Boeseke in
the Maxwell #5 after a very consistent race, and
about three minutes behind him was Fred
Beuterbaugh, who had lost a second tire and some
precious time in a fast turn on Lap 21, and
trailing him by another four minutes came Hall's
steady Buick in 4th slot.. Only Maretti,
Dougherty, and Atchison were left on the course;
all far behind those who finished in the money.

The Lompoc Record nicknamed Monte's car "The
White Bull Terrier," for it was indeed white,
and it "held on and wore down the cars of all
makes" in both the Lompoc and the Santa Maria
races like a tough little terrier. Monte passed
every other car in the field; all but two of
them twice! It was a dazzling performance, and
of course the people of Lompoc had good reason
for considerable satisfaction as they made the
trek back over the Purisima grade, for their
boys had come in first and third in a field of
twelve of the best racers Southern California
had to offer.

THE END OF ROAD RACING

Road racing in Northern Santa Barbara County was
at the height of its popularity in 1916, but
elsewhere in Southern California, things were
happening that would spell the end of auto
racing on public roads and streets by the summer
of 1917. The beginning of the end came at the
Corona road races on April 8, 1916. Actually,
that race, the third to be held on the famous
one-mile diameter round Grand Boulevard that
encircled the heart of downtown Corona, was
supposed to be held in November, 1915, but one
problem after another kept postponing it--
problems with scheduling, drivers, and money,
mostly. And when the race finally came off, it
was a disaster. Bob Burman, one of the best and
most popular drivers on the west coast, went
into a broadside skid while driving furiously to
gain the lead, hit the curb, and in the
spectacular crash that followed, he and his
mechanic and a course marshal were killed.
After that no one cared much who won. The
promoters lost money on the event, too, so all
things considered, it looked like the end of the
Corona road races, and sure enough, it was.

Later that year, the most famous road races in
all Southern California were scheduled, the

Santa Monica races; grand-daddy of them all.
They had been an annual event since 1909, using
the same 8.4 mile circuit along Ocean Avenue, up
Wilshire, and back down San Viente Boulevard,
and spectators came from all over California, in
fact from all over the country, to see this
great race each year. For 1916, there would be
two races, the Vanderbilt Cup race on November
16, and the Grand Prix on the 18th. William K.
Vanderbilt, Jr., sponsor of the former, put a
damper on the event even before the race when he
announced that he was withdrawing his trophy
from competition, and that 1916 would mark the
last Vanderbilt Cup race. Then, two days later,
during the running of the Grand Prix, a speeding
car left the roadway and struck the crowd,
leaving four dead--the first fatalities since
racing began there. City officials decided that
was enough; there would be no more road racing
in Santa Monica.

A public outcry against road racing in general
ensued, and in February, 1917, the rumor spread
that "it was all off with auto racing"; that the
vehicle code would be amended to outlaw road
racing. A check of bills before the State
Legislature concerning this disclosed some
loopholes, but nonetheless the rumor proved
true, for when the amendments to the vehicle
code were published that summer, there it was———
the abolition of the right local authorities had
had to grant permission for such racing. It was
to take effect July 27, 1917, and after that,
California road racing would pass into history,

It was probably just as well, for, aside from
the public safety aspect, the closing of streets
for racing was becoming a nuisance. It might
have been all right when the number of autos on
the streets was small, but every year in the
mid-teens, auto registrations in California
increased by thirty or forty percent, and by
1917 there were nearly a quarter million. Thus,
every year, more and more motorists were
inconvenienced by the street closings. And, as
if all that were not enough, there was the fact
that the United States entered the Great War
that had been going on in Europe for the last
three years in April, 1917, and soon Liberty
Bond drives and the draft occupied everyone's
mind. Many racing drivers and mechanics soon
found themselves in military service.

It was with all this in mind that the Lompoc
Chamber of Commerce met early in June to decide
on plans for celebrating the 4th of July in
1917. The decision was that, in keeping with
war times, Lompoc would have a low key, old-
fashioned celebration, with oration, tableaux,
literary exercises and musical numbers at
Miguelito Park, and would forego the auto
racing. The Lompoc Record noted that "our
neighbor city of Santa Maria will celebrate in
this form (with auto races) and those of our
citizens who prefer the races will go over.' It
had already been made known that Santa Maria
planned one of the biggest schedules of events
for the Fourth of July that they had ever
undertaken, complete with auto racing; in all
probability the last such race that would ever
be held.




crossed the Pacific Coast narrow-gauge railroad
tracks, and struck the pavement of the new State
Highway. Ah, pavement! Beautiful smooth
concrete pavement, flat as the proverbial pool
table and fifteen feet wide. What a perfect
highway! Trouble was, you ran off the end of
the pavement at Bicknell, a couple of miles
north of the intersection. From there, over the
Divide summit and down to Orcutt, the road was
pretty well graded, but it was a dirt sur face.
At Orcutt, the pavement picked up again, and it
was concrete with an oiled surface all the way
to Santa Maria. That earliest paved state
highway was not built all at one time, you see;
it was put down in sections, and it was several
years before all the sections were connected to
make one continuous highway paved from end to
end.

1916 SANTA MARIA RACE

Over that road on the morning of July 5, 1916,
came the ten racing cars, all fixed up and ready
for a hundred mile race in Santa Maria, and over
three hundred more automobiles from Lompoc
carrying upwards of a thousand citizens bent on
seeing Monte Huyck repeat his triumph of the day
before. About half of the cars carried penants
bearing the words, '"Greetings from Lompoc, July
4, 1916." Only 150 such banners had been made
up, and the supply just ran out before every car
got one.

The race course in Santa Maria had been set up
very much like the one in Lompoc, with the
start-finish line at the principal intersection
in town, and the route running along city
streets and adjoining country roads. It started
at Main and Broadway at the Bradley Hotel, .ran
south one mile on Broadway, east a mile on what
is now Stowell Road, past the cemetery, north a
mile on what later became Bradley Road, and west
one mile on East Main Street; four miles in all,
so that it took 25 laps to make the hundred
miles. Only the mile on Broadway was paved, and
that only because the State Highway was routed
through town on that principal street. It was
covered with crushed rock and o0il, rolled to be
"about as smooth and hard a pavement as would be
required anywhere in the state," as a San Luis
Obispo newspaper said of it when the job was
done in 1915. The other three miles of the
course were plain country dirt roads; graded and
repaired as well as possible for the race, but
dirt nonetheless. Nothing like an automobile
race had ever been held on these roads before,
and it remained to be seen just how well Monte
and Fred would fare here, away from home.

It was not Santa Maria's first auto race on the
4th of July, however; that had happened back in
1914, when timed trials were run from Guadalupe
in to the Bradley Hotel in the middle of Santa
Maria, a distance of about eight miles.
Although only about the first six thousand feet
of the road was macadamized then, and the rest
was a dirt surface, the cars made pretty fast
time, since the road was straight all the way,
Charlie Dougherty made it in 6 minutes and 16
seconds, for an average speed approaching 80

miles an hour, driving his stripped-down Ford,
one of two in the 22-28 h.p, class, but the best
performance of the day was made by Deane
Laughlin with his National 40 roadster, the only
car in the unlimited class. Deane had been
Santa Mria's first auto owner in 1903, and
always had the biggest or fanciest or most
prestigious automobile in town. His 1912
National was described by the Santa Maria Times
as "one of the big racing machines such as has
won for American the fastest auto record ever
made," and, indeed, National's motto proclaimed
it "Defender of America - Conqueror of FEurope."
With forty gallons of gasoline and his brother
Rell aboard, and oil petcocks wide open for
maximum lubrication, Deane had made the run from
Guadalupe to the center of Santa Maria at better
than 87 miles an hour, a spectacle that few who
saw it ever forgot. A year later, in 1915,
Santa Maria's Independence day races were just
little-publicized motorcycle contests, so the
1916 event constituted Santa Maria's first real
road race.

And what a crowd they drew! There were
thousands on hand during the morning parade, the
baseball game, and the horse races, and by 3
o'clock when the autos lined up, there were
between nine and ten thousand spectators lining
the course, according to the Santa Maria Times,
Even the Lompoc Record allowed as how there were
over 8,000, so it must have been a considerable
number for a town that normally had only about
3,000 inhabitants. Starter Harry Saunders sent
the cars on their way at 15 second intervals in
the same order as they started in Lompoc the day
before, and soon the same scenario began to
unfold. Monte Huyck's Ford, next to last to
start, was soon circulating the course in four
and a half minutes or even less, passing car
after car, while the others did their best to
keep up, or broke down trying,

Monte Huyck of Lompoc won the road races in
Santa Maria on July 4, 1916, and on July 11,

1917, by driving like this! Behind him, you
can see the old Bradley Hotel at Main and
Broadway, and the grandstand set up across
Broadway.
By the end of the 19th lap, Monte was far in the
lead, but about half a minute behind him came
Seth Hicks in the Oakland, #7, hotly pursued by
Boeseke in his Maxwell, #5. In fourth slot came
Fred Beuterbaugh'’s Ford, #12. Fred had lost a
lot of time when he tried to take a corner too
fast and peeled a tire off the rim on Lap 7, but
his crew had put on a new wheel in 21 seconds
and he was still in contention.

On Lap 21, Hicks and Boeseke blasted down
Broadway almost together. Hicks was still ahead
as they approached the corner onto Stowell, but




altered and improved, remain so today. Allen
stayed with the aircraft business, and certainly
everyone in Lompoc today has some idea of what
became of Lockheed Aircraft.

But that lay in the future in July of 1917. At
that time, there was only that one car with
hydraulic brakes, and it was Malcolm Loughead's
Oakland roadster, Car #1 in the Santa Maria 4th
of July race.

Sure enough, on the morning of Wednesday, July
4, hundreds of people in Lompoc turmed their
backs on the low key events scheduled at
Miguelito Park and made their way to Santa Maria
to see Monte Huyck compete against thirteen
other drivers in the 100-mile auto race, just as
the Record said they would. Those who went by
auto got to try out the new Harris Grade over
the hill to Harris Station, which had been
started the previous September and, with time
out for winter rains, was completed in March,
1917. The new road extended northerly from Four
Corners right past the Mission and on up the
canyon and across the mesa; then hit the new
grade which was designed to the then current
state highway design standards and built at a
cost of $18,500. It was not paved as yet, but
it was so wide that cars could pass one another
with no trouble at all, and was so gradual that
"a Ford touring car can now——even though the
surface is a bit soft--make it up on either side
on high gear," as the Record told it. On the
Santa Maria side, the road cut straight across
the Cap Harris Ranch, crossed the Los Alamos
Creek on a splendid new concrete bridge, and hit
the State Highway a few hundred feet east of
Harris Station.

This, of course, is the same Harris Grade that
exists today, now well paved and provided with
guard railings, but still on its original
alignment and carrying considerable traffic
although over 70 years old. It is one of the
oldest mountain grades in California still in
current use that has never been realigned.

The crowd from Lompoc joined thousands of other
celebrators in Santa Maria, and many enjoyed the
morning's events although it was the auto races
they had come to see. For the races, four
grandstands had been put up; one across Broadway
facing Main Street, the same as the year before,
plus two in the intersection one block east, and
a fourth across Church Street facing Broadway.
Those who did not pay extra to get a seat in the
stands stood on the sides of the streets all the
way around the four-mile circuit; the same one
used in 1916.

The first race was for motorcycles, and began at
1:30 that afternoon. Fourteen was flagged away
in a flying start, and 45 minutes and 52 seconds
later, Don Johns of Los Angeles completed the
fifty mile race first, riding an Indian
motorcycle.

At three o'clock the cars lined up for the main
event of the day. Monte Huyck was favored to
win, based on his past performance, but the

MILAC was a serious threat, too. There were
fourteen entries, with numbers as drawn by lot,
and Starter Harry Saunders let them go at ten
second intervals, thus avoiding any disastrous
pile-ups on the first turn. Loughead, No. 1,
started first; then Monte in No. 2, then the
rest strung out behind him. This time, Monte
had no need to overtake the entire field as he
had the year before; once he got past Loughead
it was clear sailing—-although Womack's Ford and
the MILAC were making laps almost as fast as he
was., Still, it looked like Monte had it all
wrapped up again, as ususal, for the others just
did not have the speed shown by his hot Ford.

At the half-way point, Monte was leading the
second place car, that trusty MILAC, by about a
minute and a half, but at the end of Lap 13, the
Lompocers in the stands were thunderstruck to
see Monte's car sputter into the pits running on
three cylinders! The head had snapped off a
valve so it wouldn't run on four, and since it
would require an engine tear-down to replace the
valve, Monte's ride was over. Oh, the groans
and cries of anguish that arose from the
Lompocers in the stands when this was announced!
There may have been no joy in Mudville that day
the might Casey struck out, but that couldn't
compare to the despair and gloom that pervaded
the Lompoc contingent the day the speedy Monte
swallowed the valve. And while leading the
pack, too!

The fun was over for the Lompoc crowd, but the
race went on, and at the end of Lap 25, Waldo
Felts in the MILAC took the checker flag first,
winning the hundred mile race and $1000 in 1
hour, 47 minutes, 32 seconds; an average speed
of just under 56 miles an hour--a shade faster
than Huyck's winning speed in 1916. It was a
very popular win for Santa Marians, as the MILAC
was now a local car, and one of just two Santa
Maria Valley entries. In a close second place
was Womack in the Ford from L. A., just 18
seconds behind the winner; the Hicks of Santa
Barbara in an Oakland 6 in third spot, over
seven minutes back. Parla's Dodge was 4th, and
only three other cars were left, seven having
dropped out during the race. Seth Hicks had
suffered a blow-out on the first lap and spent
12 minutes installing a new tire, and still came
in third. Had it not been for that misfortune,
he might well have won. Later, it was
discovered that his tire had been sabotaged;
pierced almost through with a knife so that it
would fail at speed, apparently by someone who
had a bet on the race, but it was never
discovered who had done it,

Even before the race was over, Lompocers were
pleading for a rematch, and within a couple of
days, their demands were met. Santa Maria could
easily have declined to stage ancther race, but
they did not balk. Instead, those in charge
gave it some thought. The cars were all on
hand, the course was usable, the grandstands

were still set up, and people wanted it. The
change in the state law that would prohibit such
races in the future would not take effect for
another three weeks. Why not do it? Quickly,



JULY 4, 1917, SANTA MARIA RACE

Thus, the plans for the Fourth in both towns
were
Times could report on page 1, "EVERYTHING IN
READINESS FOR SANTA MARIA'S BIG FOURTH." The
day's program was detailed; the flag parade, the
stirring orator, the barbecue, the grand ball in
the evening....and, of course, the motorcycle
and the automobile races in the afternoon. The
Times listed those entrants that had signed up
or were expected, and prominent among them was
Monte Huyck, "last year's winner of the big
prize" who was "now getting his Ford in shape."
Monte had just gotten married in April, to
Lorene Rudolph, formerly chief operator for the
telephone company, but that would not stop him,
Fred Beuterbaugh had gotten married in April,
too, to Ethel Mercer. Fred did not race in
1917 though, nor did anyone else from Lompoc
except Monte, who would have to defend Lompoc's
honor on the race course alone.

From Santa Barbara, there would be three
Maxwells from Elmer Boeseke's garage and a
couple of Oaklands from Farl Hayward's Mission
Garage. The names of all the drivers were not
disclosed, but Spider Campbell, one of the best
from Santa Barbara, would not be among them,
Only a week before, Campbell's skull had been
fractured when the flywheel of an engine under
test broke up and a piece of it hit his head.
He would recover to race again, but not in July,
1917. There would be a fast Dodge from Santa
Barbara too, driven by Parla, and another from
Oxnard. Fords entered in addition to Huyck's
included a speed racer from Los Angeles, to be
driven by Womack; one from Taft with one of
those new 1l6-valve cylinder heads on it; Fred
Lewelling's from San Luis, and another entered
by Clarence Daly; five Fords in all,

The biggest threat, however, was the MILAC.
"This car is a speed marvel," said the Times,
"and was built specially by Teddy Tetzlaff to
embody all the features of a first class racing
car.! It was indeed a real racing car, the
first one to appear in the local road races.
A1l the others, no matter how successful, were

The 1916 MILAC was designed from the ground
up as a racing car. What could a stripped-
down, souped-up Model T Ford do against the
likes of this? As it turned out, it could do
plenty! Drawing by Dan Flowers, of Graphics,
Ltd., Santa Maria, based on a Willard photo
from the collection of the late Joe Bridges,
of Corona, California, as published in the

Corona Daily Enterprise and made ava@lable by
Gloria Scott, of the Corona Public Library.

pursued, and by June 30th, the Santa Maria .

just souped-up stock cars.

Since few remember
much about the MILAC autos today, it may be well
to tell something about them.

MILAC was an acronym that stood for "Made In Los
Angeles, California," and there never were more
than about eight of them built. Most of them
were racing cars, some with an engine of 199
cubic inch displacement, some with 299 cubic
inches, but all with four valves per cylinder in
the best racing practice. Their designer was
Owen Linthwaite, formerly a mechanical engineer
for the Firestone-Detroit automobile. The first
racer had the 199 cu. in. engine, and it was
painted lavendar---a lilac MILAC!--—- and Teddy
Tetzlaff raced it with considerable success
during 1916. Tetzlaff was one of the big names
in Southern California racing in those days. He
had won both the big car race and the open class
at the Santa Monica road races in 1910, set the
world's record for road races on that course in
1912, driving a Lozier, and was always a
contender worthy of respect, although his
exploits with the MILAC were not as impressive
as his wins with the Lozier.

Then, just a week before the 4th of July races,
the Times reported that George Sargenti of
Guadalupe had made a trip to Los Angeles to
purchase the Lilac MILAC, the famous car was at
Roemer's Garage being tuned up, and would be
driven by Waldo Felts, a mechanic at Roemer's,
in the July 4th race.

One other car that would bear watching in the
race was the boat-tailed Oakland 6 roadster
driven by Malcolm Loughead of Santa Barbara, not
because it would go so fast, but because it
could slow down so quickly. The car had brakes
on all four wheels, which was most unusual, as
most automobiles had brakes only on the rear
wheel in those days, but the real innovation was
in the means of applying the brakes—-a liquid in
pipes and tubes connected the pedal to the brake
bands instead of the usual steel rods that
others used. Hydraulic brakes, he called them,
Loughead had designed and built them himself in
Santa Barbara, where he and his brother, Allen,
ran a small aircraft shop; he had tried them out
on the streets of Santa Barbara, made some
improvements; now he was going to test them in
racing, and the four-mile course in Santa Maria,
with square corners every mile, would be a good
place to do it.

In later years, young Loughead perfected his
design, obtained his patents, left the aircraft
business and, with some backers, formed a
company in Detroit called the Hydraulic Brake
Company, appropriately enough. He also changed
the spelling of his Scottish name to LOCKHEED so
people would pronounce it properly, and by 1920,
his brakes appeared on the new Duesenberg, the
first American automobile to have four-wheel
hydraulic brakes. 1In 1924, Chrysler was
licensed to use Lockheed's brakes, and soon
Chrysler bought out Dodge and started DeSoto and
Plymouth, and put hydraulics on all of them.
Within the next fifteen years, every major auto
manufacturer switched to hydraulics, which
became the standard of the industry, and, much



then in a much different form, with cross-
country races by the Lompoc Model T Club. You
can read about that in Lompoc Legacy No. 37,
Spring, 1983. But nothing quite like those
early days of true road racing ever returned in
California; that was a unique period in
California history, and no other little towns
ever had more fun with it than did Lompoc and
Santa Maria from 1912 to 1917.

This article was based mainly on newspaper
accounts found in 1916 and 1917 issues of the
Lompoc Record, the Santa Maria Times, the Santa
Barbara Daily News and the Independent, and on
the personal recollections and records of Eston
Laughlin, of Los Olivos, and Jim Valentine, of
Los Angeles. Other information came from
various "Santa Barbara Yesterdays" columns by
Walker Tompkins, in the Santa Barbara News-
Press; from Touring Topics magazines, by the
Automobile Club of Southern Californiaj
Automobiles of America, by the Automobile
Manufacturers Association, Inc.; American Auto
Racing, an Illustrated History, by Albert R.
Bochroch, and the sources noted in the captions.

The Lompoc Legacy editor and the Lompoc
Valley Historical Society appreciate the
research and writing of Legacies No. 52 and
53 by David Cole of Santa Maria. He has
captured this colorful part of Lompoc history
in the perspective of rocad and street racing
in California when the horse and buggy days
were all but ended.

THE RACERS

Monte Huyck was born January 16, 1889 in
Lompoc. He was 27 years old when he married
Lorean "Peg" Rudolph in April 1917. She was
born May 28, 1892, also of Lompoc pioneer
stock. They were remembered as a fun-loving
couple, and everyone enjoyed being with them.
Monte continued racing (see above) as a
newly-wed.

He was employed as a tractor driver and
grader equipment operator by the Santa
Barbara County Road District. When he died
suddenly of a heart attack at age 43 February
23, 1932, all operations of the Road District
were shut down the day of his funeral.

Monte and "Peg" Huyck had one son, James
Huyck. Jimmy Huyck, his son Donald and two
grandsons, Gregory and Michael are among the
few who continue the Huyck family name in
Lompoc.

Fred Beuterbaugh was born December 7, 1892
and married Ethyl Mercer March 31, 1917. He
gave up racing that year, unlike his friendly
competitor Monte Huyck. He was an auto
repairman and had a machine shop in Lompoc,
and lived to be 78 years old. His daughter,
Carolyn (Beuterbaugh) Vienola, -has two
children and two grandchildren still in
Lompoc.
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Hotel Arthur, regular meals.
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Shernran House, south 1 street, one-half block off Ocean
Avenue, regular meals.

The Elite, south H street, one-half block off Ocean Avenue,
sandwiches, coffee, ice cream, etc.
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Cantlay building, next Lompoc Valley Bank, sarrdwiches, ice

California  Restaurant, Ocean Avenue, next grand stand, short

orders.
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Billy Mar Pois, next Litten Cigar Store, short orders.

Sam Toy Kee, next Burton Drug Store, short orders.
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LADIES FREE REST ROOM
I O. O. F. Hall, upstairs. Children may be left

in care of competent attendants for 5 cents
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cream, etc.
Little Havana Grill, rear of Litten’s Cigar Store, short orders.

Al Canfield (1912 race) later supported Monte
Huyck from the Bell and Canfield garage. He
was a bus driver and garageman in Lompoc
until he moved to San Diego in 1932.

Vernon Sweeney (1912 race) was the son of
"Mike" Sweeney, of the dairy on Sweeney Road.
His E.M.F. represented the Pioneer garage.
In 1921, Vernon’s brother Hugh Sweeney
competed in the Los Angeles to Phoenix race.



another thousand dollar purse was gotten up, the
city trustees approved the closing of the
streets for racing at their meeting Saturday,
July 7th, and arranged for deputies to patrol
the course. The second race could be held a
week after the first, on the 1lth.

JULY 11, 1917, SANTA MARIA RACE

Thus it was that on Wednesday, July 11, 1917,
Santa Maria virtually shut down to stage another
road roace through the middle of town, and
Lompoc virtually shut down to come and watch it.
There was no holiday in sight; the only possible
excuse for it was that the S.P.R.S.I., a
Portugese ladies' lodge, was having its
convention in Santa Maria that week, and the
race woud be staged in their honor. But
everybody knew that was like a football for
grandma; the real reason was that the people
around here liked road racing, and there was
going to be only one more shot at it. This was
going to be the grand finale to a wonderful and
exciting chapter in California's motoring
history, and the last chance for Monte Huyck to
prove himself king of the local road racers.

Ten of the fourteen starters in the July 4 race
signed up for the rematch on the 11th. Monte's
Ford was all fixed up and ready to race, and
George Sargenti had engaged Elmer Doeseke, of
Santa Barbara, to drive his MILAC, as Elmer was
a pretty fast pilot. All the others who had
placed well on the 4th were back the next week,
so it promised to be a great race. This would
be the longest one of all--148 miles, or 37
laps--and the winner would get $500; second
place, $300; and third, $200. The car numbers
remained the same, so Loughead was started
first, then Monte ten seconds later, and the
rest strung out behind. Five thousand people,
mostly Santa Marians or Lompocers, were there to
watch them battle it out. It took Monte four
laps--sixteen miles--to catch up and pass the
flying No. 1 car, and from there on, he built up
a comfortable lead and held it to the end,
winning in 2 hours, 44 minutes, 25 seconds; his
speed averaging just over 56.4 miles an hour for
the 148 miles. The Lompoc contingent went wild
with delight, for the Ford built by Bell and
Canfield's Lompoc Garage had once again proven
superior to any other car, and the laurels were
back on Monte Huyck's head, and $500 in his
pocket.
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In second place, only a minute and three-
quarters behind, came Malcolm Loughead's Qakland
with the hydraulic brakes. Loughead had
apparently learned how to drive with those
wonder ful brakes, how far he could keep the
power on before hitting the binders to make a
corner, and he had missed a turn only once all
afternoon. Over five minutes later, the MILAC
crossed the line for third place after a very
consistent race, and Womack's Ford, despite a
lot of bad luck, managed 4th place. Only two
cars fell by the wayside this time; eight of the

starters made the entire race.
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Pinal-Dome’s "Perfection" gasoline was one of
the most popular brands in Southern
California from 1912 to 1917, and the company
was one of the first to seek publicity and
good-will by sponsoring auto races, giving
free gasoline and oil to the participants in
the Lompoc and Santa Maria road races. This
ad from the 1914 edition of the Official
a ut. bile d Boo or Southe

i , distributed by the Garage and

Repairman’s Association.

EPILOGUE

Two weeks and two days after that final road
race in Santa Maria, the new state law went into
effect, and any further races of that sort were
out of the question. In addition, the Pinal-
Dome Refining Company of Santa Maria, which had
long been a major sponsor of the races,
supplying all the gasoline used and most of the
motor oil, as well as providing the white jump
suits worn by Monte Huyck and his mechanic,
Allen Arkley, was sold to the Union 0il Company
and ceased to exist as a separate entity. Even
the course used for the races in Santa Maria
became unusable, for in 1918, a big flag pole
was placed in the middle of the intersectin of
Main and Broadway to honor America's war heroes.
Even if racing had continued legal, a hazard to
navigation like that pole in the middle of the
street would have spelled disaster.

For a few years later, auto racing continued in
this end of Santa Barbara County, but it was all
confined to the tracks made for horse racing.
Not until 1936, nineteen years later, would
anything like road racing return to Lompoc, and

8



Charles Douherty was a Lompoc boy and was

manager of Home Telephone Co. at age 18.

SR [ However, he had transferred to Santa Maria by
@ff ]] E’ ﬂ: 1914 at the time he entered the Lompoc race.
H@ﬂ@ Iﬁl TH@S He married Lenora Hogan and they 1lived in

many places in cCalifornia (with Pacific

Fifth Annual Telspnone Co.).

Dr. Albert Soren Larsen (1914 race) was

Lompoc’s veterinarian for almost half a
R@@d R@@@ century. He married Mary Cecelia
Hildenbrand. They have two children; Alberta
and Edwin. Dr. Larsen was County Cattle

NUMBER OF CAR; NAME;DRIVER; | | | 2 | 3 Inspector 1922-1954.

MECHANICIAN
No. 1, Chevrolet, Dochter-
man driver, Smith mech. 0
No. 2, Oakland, Maretti .1
driver, Tognazzini mech. / k7 /

31(32(33

¥ Louis "Lou" Jennings (1915 race) was a tailor
in Lompoc on East Ocean Avenue. He married
Linnie Shanklin whose niece, Grace, was
married to Al Canfield (1912 race).

1

Harry and Allen Arkley (1915 race) are sons
of Charles and Mabel (Holland) Arkley of
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