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H AND OCEAN

Lompoc Colony - Part II, Legacy No. 49,
and this issue, Lompoc Colony - Part III,
attempt to detail the commercial
development of downtown Lompoc, centered
at H and Ocean. Legacy No. 49 featured
North H Street and East Ocean Avenue.
This Lompoc Legacy describes the early
enterprises on South H Street and West
Ocean Avenue. However, it begins with
the construction of "Roberts Block" later
known as the "Post Office Block" on the
southeast corner of H and Ocean, and
includes stores fronting on East Ocean
Avenue.

George Roberts' huge ledger, on loan from
the Stillman family to the Lompoc Valley
Historical Society, reveals his "Post
Office" block was built in two stages.
Three store fronts were completed in a
brick structure facing Ocean Avenue in
1895. It was called “"Geo. Roberts Block"
in an 1890's 1ithograph that hangs in the
Pioneer home. The middle store was the
Lompoc Bakery and restaurant accord1ng to
the litho. The above scene (taken in the

£all of 1905) shows the 1904 addition

bringing the building all the way to H
Street.

Roberts bought the corner lot from
Rudolph for $3000.00, September 5, 1903.
He had a wooden structure removed, and
the brick addition was completed in
August 1904 at a cost of $5949.19. The
earlier portion in 1895 cost $6623.50.

Roberts called it the "Post Office
block." He rented the corner store to
the various postmasters. McLean,
Thaddius Dimock and.J. F. Rudolph were
listed in the ledger. Next to the Post
Office facing Ocean Avenue was rented to
U. B. Vogle. Alfred Weiter had store No.
4 facing Ocean. On South H Street, the
Lompoc Valley Bank rented the first room.
R. E. Miller rented the third room in
1905 and J. R. Sickles had the room next
to the alley in 1904. C. M. Tucker, who
ran Wells Fargo with telegraph office,
took over Sickle's room from May 1905
until October 1909. The Lompoc Light and



Mr. George Smith ran a restaurant
business in the Dinwiddie building during
the last few months of 1889 before re-
opening Friel Hotel in February 1890.
John Lamb, a tailor, was in the Dinwiddie
Building in 1890.

Mrs. WiTlliam Barker fitted the o1d Post
Office for a fruit store in January,
1890. Her husband, William Barker, had
taken charge of the skating rink--having
added a new floor. Was it upstairs in
Dinwiddie Hal1?

The Foresters purchased Dinwiddie's
building and it became known as
Forester's Hall. There were many unknown
stores that came and went, no doubt,
during the "undocumented" 1890's.
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about 1902.

Frank Barker, in his "Memory Garden,'
places Briggs Photography Shop in a small
building just south of Dinwiddie Hall
some time in the 1890's. The late 1890's
1ithograph places the Lompoc Journal in
the building south of Dinwiddie Hall.
Next to that was the bandstand, moved
from H and Ocean, and another small
building and then the vacant lot to
Cypress Avenue.

There were five stores between the Hall
and Cypress Avenue in 1916 when the
Chautauqua tent filled the vacant lot on
the corner of H and Cypress. They were:
Balaam and Son, Real Estate and Law
Office; Don Henry; Home Telephone; Lou
Jennings, tailor; and what appears to be
a cigar store.

Left: Ocean Ave.

abcocut 1902



Power Co. began renting Room No. 3
October 1, 1906. Roberts paid the power
company $80 to wire the bank building and
$140 to wire the P. 0. Block. Payment
was made June 5, 1907.

In the 1905 scene, R, J. Lamar has a
general merchandise store. He was
succeeded by the Callis Brothers who
bought him out January 1, 1908.

Next door (west, toward the corner) is
"Moore and Kieran, General Merchandise,
Gents Furnishings." They succeeded J. M.
Sheridan in June, 1905 and continued
until A1 J. Negus replaced Kieran
February 1, 1906. A. J. Negus was
successor to Moore and Negus starting in
March of 1908, and was there in September
1909, when Roberts apparently retired
from his Lompoc activities. George
Roberts was in San Jose in 1910.

South H Street was "Central Market." J.
Brown, J. Sloan and J. Carruthers were
the proprietors of this butcher shop in
1875. Five years later, an existent
August 28, 1880 Lompoc Record lists
“Central Market, Brown and Sloan." Early
Lompoc businesses changed partners and
sometimes Tlocation, quite often. The
"Central Market" stayed in the same
place. The market was run by Stewart and
Sloan in 1887. (See Legacy No. 27).

James SToan was Tisted as sole proprietor
in 1889. Nat Stewart and Fred KriegeT
ran the "Lompoc Meat Market" somewhere
else in town...S1oan was still alone at
Central Market in 1891, and Nat Stewart
was also a sole proprietor by then.
Central Market was expanded to the alley
in the 1904 scene above. In the earlier
scene, below, it is in a small building
north of Dinwiddie Hall. Another small
unidentified store is on the alley.

South of the alley on the east side of

SOUTH H STREET

Dinwiddie Hall (called the "Post Office
Block" in this scene) was just south of
Sloan's Meat Market. It was built in
1876 (see Legacy No. 8) There was a
Variety Store on the ground floor run by
J. F. Dinwiddie and his wife. This store
was still going strong in 1880 when
Dinwiddie sold the hall and moved away

from Lompoc. The Post Office moved into
the building in May 1887. John L. Irwin
was Postmaster. The Express, Tetephone
and Telegraph Office was in the Dinwiddie
building "next to the Post Office" in
1887. Charles and Cyrus Tucker fitted
the Dinwiddie room up for a grocery
store.




J. W. Montgomery built the next store
north for his Harness Shop which he sold
to H. H. Lambert, Undertaker. Lambert
made and sold furniture there for many
years., Fortunately for the folk in
Lompoc Valley, there was more furniture
business than undertaking. Lambert
advertised in the 1880 Lompoc Record and
was still in the "Furniture and
Undertaking" business in 1889. He had
Teft town for several months and returned
in September 1887.

The next store north may have been a drug
store. "F, W.E11is, ladies furnishings
and goods will open April 1, 1891 in the
old drug store opposite the post office.’
If the Post Office was located in
Dinwiddie Hal1l, then this refers to the
small building just south of the
"Combination Store." The Misses Ables,
dressmaking, were next door to F. M.
ET1is on South H Street.

s

The Combination Cash Store, was listed as
"Webb's 0Td Stand" in the 1880 Lompoc
Record. I. Weill was proprietor. The
store was prominent in the middle of the
block and was just south of the alley.
[t was advertised in 1887 as "Weill and
Co. Combination Store, general
merchandise, successors to I. Weill." 1.
Weill was becoming a financeer, and the
Bank of Lompoc was in the Combination
Store while Robert's building was under
construction at H and Ocean in 18990.
When the bank was finished, Roberts
advertised "Bank of Lompoc Geo. Roberts,
President, I. Weill, Vice President and
Manager and J. Klein, Cashier,"

The Weills were Jewish, and with other
Jewish families had to wait on a
traveling Rabbi for administration of
religious rights. The "Rudolph Block" is
in the background of this photo of the
Lompoc Valley Band, all set to ride to
Miguelito Park. John Rudolph was in




Legacy No. 8 described the early
development of the west side of South H
Street. The Opera House (Town Hall) was
added on the corner of Cypress and H in
1890. An encouraging newspaper article
written in August, 1889 T1isted the
following subscribers to the new "town
hall." "When such citizens as A. L.

Huyck, George H. Long, F. D. Hall,
William Cantley, James Sloan, Dr. H. C.

The above scene is the Opera House as a
back drop to the "Goddess of Liberty"
parade float. The photo from John Dimock
has "Opera House 1903-4" written on it.
It was the 4th of July parade possibly
1903. The 0dd Fellows building was moved
from the corner of H and Ocean to just
north of the Opera House in 1904 and does
not appear in this scene. Elsie Arkley
was Goddess of Liberty.

North of the vacant lot onto which the
0dd Fellows Hall was moved was the first
commercial building in Lompoc, Peck's
Hardware Store. It was advertised in
1880 as "0. Peck and Son, W.H. Peck,

Dimock, I. Weill, Holton Webb and H. S.
Rudoiph subscribe 100 dollars each, it is
not going to take long to secure the 6 or
7 thousand dollars to build an excellent
structure, giving us a safe, secure and
pleasant place to meet on public
occasions." By October, 1889,
subscriptions had reached about $3000.00.
(See Legacies No. 44 and 45 for the story
of the Opera House).

Hardware.," In 1887 it was "Peck Hard-
ware, Stove and Tinware." Orson Peck was
in business 13 years and sold out to Mr.
Eugene R. Tutt in September 1887. In
addition to the hardware store where he
advertised, "Stoves and Ranges," Tutt was
in the lumber business with A. L. Huyck
and Wm. Cantley. Tutt built uniform
sidewalks from Ocean Avenue to his store.

The small store north of Peck's Hardware
was built in 1875 by Mr. Dimartini who
sold general merchandise. He sold out to
Moley, a tailor, who later moved to East
Ocean Avenue in 1891,




hardware store said to have been located
south of the alley on South H Street.
They may have moved there temporarily
while the I00F building was under
construction. Gury was on West Ocean
just west of the old O0dd Fellows
building, at the time Frank Moore

returned to Lompoc from business school.

Gury sold out in 1911, and it became
Moore Mercantile Company. Frank Moore
began developing the present location of
Moore's Department Store on Ocean and I
Streets after the lease at H and Ocean
expired.

'WEST OCEAN AVENUE

West of the old (1) IOOF building in this
1890's scene are (2) J. P. Gury,
hardware; (3) Klein and Lehman, Gen.
Merchandise; (4) an unidentified store
which later became Montgomery's Harness
Shop; (5) Home Bakery; (6) IXL Store, A.
Goldstein, proprietor, with dressmaking
by Miss Everett and Millinery under Miss
Smithers; and (7) John Spanne's
Blacksmith Shop on the corner of Ocean
and I. William W. Walley, a wagon maker,
worked for John Spanne. E. A, Dimock, a
wheelwright and wagon maker was at
Spanne's Shop - corner of I Street and
Ocean in June, 1902.

The original Lompoc Hotel had been built
in 1875 on the southwest corner of I and
Ocean. It burned down in 1893 and was
not replaced. Pomeroy and McReynolds

lease on the Hotel in
February 1888 from a Mr. Maderios.

secured the

W. E11is was the business manager for the
Farmers Emporium (also called the Farmers
Union Store) on the northwest corner of I
and Ocean.,

Shilling built and operated the fruit
dryer (8) on North I Street, lower right
corner in photo above. (The photographer
climbed up the dryer stacks to take the
above scene.) There were many orchards
in Lompoc Valley in 1888 when the dryer
was completed.

A. L. Huyck, E. R, Tutt, Wm., Cantley
general lumber dealers, ran the planing
mill (9) across I Street from the dryer.
The traveling photographer ten (10) is in
the center of the scene.



business with his son, Harvey S. Rudolph
as "J. Rudolph and Son, general
merchandise" in 1880. Harvey Rudolph had
his own business later, and in the scene
above, the sign reads, "J. and J.C.
Rudolph." The photo was taken after what
became Hotel Arthur was built in 1891.
It was built as the Nichols House "in the
Rudoiph Block." Ronald Adam remembered

when he came to Lompoc in 1898 that
"Rudolph Store was run by three brothers,

In the turn-of-the-century scene above,
H. S. Rudolph has built the brick
building (center) for his general
merchandise store. The small front
between the Rudolph and the IOOF building
may have been A. Lansdell's fashion
tailor shop. A. Hoopes had a variety
store at "Lansdell's 01d Stand," in 1887.
W. W. Broughton may have had his law
offices there also in 1887.

The I00F building was built in 1882 by
Charles L. Saunders (not related to the
other large Saunders family) (See
Legacies No. 10 and 17). In 1887, he had
a general merchandise store with his son
on the corner of H and Ocean. He sold
the building in 1889 and built a hotel
across Ocean Avenue.

"Brittain and Schuyler," 'the new stand,’
S. W. corner of Ocean and H" may have

Frank, Edward and Chas. Arthur Rudolph
was the 'kid' brother and proprietor of
the Arthur Hotel." More sorting of the
Rudoiph family holdings will have to be
done.....

H. S. Rudolph was president of the first
trustees when the town was incorporated
in August 1888. (He suspended the
ordinance prohibiting fireworks for the
celebration of the 4th of July 1889).

replaced Saunders general merchandise.
The City Drug Store, C. M. Hughey, M.D.
was also in the 0dd Fellows building in
1887. W. H. Schuyler bought out Brittain
Oct. 1, 1887. Schuyler sold "the Colony
Store™ to Wm. C. Saunders, Aug. 31, 1889
and purchased the old Palmer farm.
Architect Mix put a new wooden front on
the 0dd Fellows building in 1889. The
100F building was moved south next to the
Opera House in 1904.

The 0dd Fellows built the large brick
building on the corner in 1905 to replace
the wooden structure moved next to the
Opera House one block south. They were
able to build because the Mercantile
Union negotiated a 10 year lease for the
street level store space. The IOOF hall
is upstairs. The Mercantile Union was a
company owned by Frank Moore and J. P.
Gury, and grew out of the Gury and Moore




The stack, climbed by the dare-devil
photographer, can be seen just to the
left of the Dean Building in this photo
featuring the Lompoc Bicycle Club.,
Saunder's Hotel is west of Robert's bank
building. Built by Charles L. Saunders
in 1889, the 50 x 140 ft. two-story hotel
was operated at first by A. F. McPhail
and his brother-in-law, Mr. Leach.
Saunders and his son-in-law, William
Ruffner, were running the hotel in 1890,
Saunders Hotel became Foster Hotel about
1909. It was renamed the Commercial
Hotel by the time the street was paved in
the 1920's.

Wadleigh and Kleckner had the Lompoc Meat
Market in the vicinity of Saunders Hotel.
Also in the same block was Oboy's Saloon,
a bathhouse and a barbershop, etc. It
was not proper for Lompoc's fair maidens
to walk on the sidewalk under the awnings
on the north side of West Ocean Avenue.

Tucker family records indicate Charles 8

and Cyrus Tucker were proprietors of the
"Cheap Cash Store" on the north side of
~ the 100 block of West Ocean Avenue in the
1880's. This may have been before they
were in Dinwiddie Hall on South H Street.

George Robert's land office building
housed the Bank of Lompoc on the street
lTevel on the corner. He was president of
the bank in 1890. By 1902, W. H. Sudden
was president, A. Lehmann was vice-
president and J. Klein was still cashier.
James Sloan, an active Pioneer was on the
bank advisory board during its transition
from Bank of Lompoc, to Bank of Italy and
later the Bank of America. There were
many unidentified stores and offices in
Robert's building west and north of the
bank. Frank Delaney had a "papering,
calcimiming and 'painting store" in
Robert's house, H and Ocean. He had
“whitewashed the name of W. H. Schuyler
off, and was ready to take orders for
fixing over springs, mattresses and
Tounges." - August 1890.
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