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Lompor Walley Histarical Soriety, Inr.
Founded September 5, 1964 at Lompoc, California
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Lompoc Colony--Part 11

(A Continuation of Legacy No. 8)

H AND OCEAN

The first commercial buildings in the new
colony of Lompoc were described in Legacy
No. 8 (Winter, 1975), It was the
intention of the Legacy editor to
continue to show the step-by-step growth
of the colony in following Legacies,
however, there is a large gap in the
collection of Lompoc newspapers from 1876
to 1887 and photographs of that era seem
almost non-existent. Fortunately W. W.
Broughton saved one of every issue of the
Lompoc Record while he was editor and
publisher. He founded the Lompoc Record
in April 1875 and was publisher for one
year. He took over the newspaper for the
second time from 1887 to 1891 during a
burst of new growth in the colony.

The Southern Pacific R. R. was under
construction from Los Angeles to Santa
Barbara, and had reached Templeton from
the North. The merchants and businessmen
in Lompoc began replacing small temporary
structures with larger more permanent
buildings. They did not know it would
take 14 more years for the R.R. to close
"the gap" between Goleta and Surf.

This issue, Lompoc Colony - Part II,
picks up after the first businesses were
established (predominantly on the west
side of South H Street) and pictorially
shows the commercial development centered
around H and Ocean. If merchants had
stayed put and had displayed prominent

signs, the job of tracing the downtown
development would have been much simpler!

George Roberts, who served as secretary
of the Lompoc Valley Land Company, had
constructed a small two-story building on
the corner of H and Ocean, facing Ocean
Avenue, in the spring of 1875 (See
Legacies No. 8 and 22). W. W. Broughton
wrote, "work of removing the building on
the corner of H and Ocean has begun and
Mr. Roberts will begin construction of a
bank building to cost about $7000.00,"
early in 1889,

ROBERTS LAND OFFICE
Northwest corner H and Ocean

This artist's sketch appeared
in Thompson and West's History
of Santa Barbara County,
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Robert's original land office building is
on the left, facing H Street in this
turn-of-the-century scene. Next 1is a
shed of some unidentified commercial
purpose (perhaps C. L. Saunders Lumber
Yard). The rest of H Street to the north
is residential. The William Cantley home
with growing palm tree, the William
Packard home and the E. R. Tutt home

Just north of the alley on the east side
of H Street (on the right edge of the
picture) is the building that was the
location of the Lompoc Library at one
time. Next to that is an unidentified
commercial building and then a Land
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(with the turret tower) fills out the
block to Walnut Avenue. 'The house to be
erected by Mr. E. R. Tutt will cost
something like $3000, and will be the
pride of the town," declared the June 22,
1889 Lompoc Record. Telephone poles have
been added on the west side of H Street.
A gas light is still to be seen on a pole
between Robert's building and the shed.

Office (not in George Robert's domain).
Land offices were the forerunner of
modern title insurance companies. The
St. Mary's Episcopal Church, on the
corner of Chestnut and H, was built in

1895.

The railroad was completed into Lompoc
from Surf June 26, 1899, and the Pioneer
Warehouses were built along the tracks on
Laurel Avenue near the track terminal.

They are in the center of this scene
taken from the roof or from the cupola of
Robert's Land Office. The homes, with
accompanying barns (and privies) line H
Street.



The 1891 4th of July parade scene shows
George Robert's newly constructed two
story brick land office (bank) building
on H and Ocean. The cupola tower with
flag pole, remained prominent for several
years until it was removed from the top
of the edifice. Now known as the Lilley
Building, the structure is almost a
century old. George Roberts became
president of the Bank of Lompoc,
organized May 20, 1899. The bank was in
his new 50 x 80 ft. brick building.

Just to the left of Robert's new bank,
north of the alley, stands his old, two
story "small house," moved from the
corner of H and Ocean and turned 90
degrees to face H Street. Beyond that,
continuing to the right, North H Street
becomes residential. There were no
telephone poles in this scene, and the
palm tree had not yet appeared in William
Cantley's picket fenced yard. (The
Cantley home was built in 1890).

Coming south with the horses and buggies
in the parade, we pass the 0dd Fellow's
Hall on the southwest corner of H and
Ocean. There are two unidentified store
fronts, and then a Real Estate office
which may have been that of "Joseph J.
Perkins, Loans, Real FEstate and
Attorney." The next building is W. J.
McGee, Boot and Shoe Store. McGee had

moved from South H to East Ocean in 1887,
and here in 1891 he is in a different
store on H Street. (Many early merchants
moved with confusing frequency). The two
story building on the left in the picture
was newly constructed in 1891. It became
Hotel Arthur in later years, but was
built by M. S. (Matt) Nichols and was
known as "Nichol's House." N. C. White
leased the street level portion for a
"European Restaurant" and bakery. At
some time in the 1890's the Post Office
occupied the north portion at street
level.

A magnifying glass view of the original
photo reveals the flag hanging over the
entrance of the European Restaurant has
38 stars. On July 4, 1890, Congress had
added 5 stars and another star was
approved the day of this parade (July 4,
1891), however, far off Lompoc was still
flying this 1889 version.

"Ice Cream'" was advertised at the

Restaurant. Midsummer ice in this
pre-refrigeration era was probably
shipped from Alaska or it was pre-
served winter ice from the Sierras.




It is possible that J. B. Dean's Drug
Store was in the building next to "A. J.
Nichols, Watchmaker." The W. J. McGee
Boot and Shoe Store moved ‘into the
building adjoining Nichol's Jewelry Store
in September, 1887 after this picture was
taken, McGee moved from South H Street
next to Weill's Combination Store.

Fast of Nichol's Watchmaker Shop are
three unidentified stores. J. C. Black's

Harness Shop is next, just behind the
horse and rider. William A. Saunders and
Frank A. Calhoun owned Fashion Livery,
Feed and Sale Stable at the far right in
the picture just east of another
unidentified store. W. A. Saunders and
Frank Calhoun were cousins and had come
to Lompoc in 1876 with several other
members of the Saunders family (Legacy
No. 17).
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"Mr. S. K. Shilling commenced clearing
away old buildings for Mr. Dean
preparatory to erecting the Dean Block on
the corner of H and Ocean," according to
a June 1889 newspaper. The term,
"block," Broughton uses in his articles
and advertising copy refers to a multi-
store building or a group of stores owned
by one businessman. '"James B. Dean,
Drugs and Chemicals" was advertised in
the spring of 1887. Then he was listed
as "J. B. Dean, Druggist and Apothecary,"
in 1889 newspaper ads.

G. W. Moore and Co. was formed in 1889
out of the previous firm "Saunders and
Moore." John N. Saunders had left to
form his own company with his cousin,
William C. Saunders and Freeman Fisk.

Frank Calhoun, also a cousin of John
Saunders, came down from the Livery
Stable business at Ocean and G to join
with G. W. Moore and his son Frank B.
Moore to form "G. W. Moore and Co." This
mercantile business remained on H and
Ocean and occupied the brand new quarters
on that corner in the fall of 1889. The
woman and child in the second story
window may be Brohelia Moore and Harold
Moore (wife and child of G. W. Moore).

There are a couple of signs leaning
against the buildings just behind the man
on the right. One reads "James B. Dean"
and the other looks to be the "DRUG
STORE" sign that appears on the added
awning (see below).



A later scene shows Cantley's palm tree
has grown extensively. John P. Gury had
purchased the home built by E. R. Tutt
(with the steeple-like tower left of
center) and he, in turn, sold it to
George Harris.

George Harris bought the home about the
time he married Juna Corning in June,

1908. Their seven children were born
there during the following 11 years. It

EAST OCEAN AVENUE
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any numbers used. Advertisements in
early newspapers often did not even list
the street, so it is difficult to locate
many early businesses). This scene is
prior to January 1888. The 1887 Lompoc
Record advertisements list "Saunders and
Moore as successors to Doak and Brittain,
General Provisions." (Brittain had
joined with Schuyler and was diagonally
across H and Ocean). In January, 1888,
G. W. Moore and J. N. Saunders dissolved
their partnership by mutual consent.
(See Legacy No. 20 for G. W. Moore and
Legacy No. 17 page 3 and 4 for John

Fast Ocean Avenue
almost kept pace with South H Street in
Lompoc's early commercial development.
(Streets were not designated south, east,
etc., until years later —-- nor were there

quickly became known as the Harris home
and made the transition, as such, from
the horse and buggy days to the
automobile era and paved streets in the

late 1920's. Walnut Plaza is there now
and the house was moved (with tower
removed) to South J Street. Across
Walnut Avenue is the home of Dr. Z. W.
Saunders. Power lines have been added on
the east side of H Street so this scene
was taken about 1908,

“ Nelson Saunders, son of Job). "Saunders

and Moore Groceries and Provisions" store
was located on the northeast corner of H
and Ocean.

Next is a telephone pole. In January
1889, the telephone was removed from the
Post Office (Dinwiddie Hall) and was
moved to G. W. Moore and Co. Was it
earlier connected with Saunders & Moore?
It is known that the first telephone
communication in Lompoc was with the
wharf at Lompoc Landing. Ship arrivals
and departures were important to commerce
in this pre-R.R. era. The steamship
"Eureka" and "Los Angeles" met at Lompoc
Landing going north and south almost
weekly.




George Roberts built a drug store on the
south side of Ocean Avenue slightly east
of H and Ocean. The drug store was
operated by Bidlock and Green, the latter
being Robert's brother-in-law. This was
the infamous drug store that was
dispensing liquor until the temperance
ladies of the town brought their axes to
attack the barrels of booze in August,
1875. A photo of the store is printed on
page 4 of Legacy No. 22.

The City Drug Store run by C. M. Hughey
on the "Corner of H and Ocean'" in 1887

The Sherman Block building was begun at
the end of April, 1889. This scene taken
about 1892 shows the Saunders and Ellis
Drug Store in the center of the building
at street level. This was Dr. Zene W.
Saunders who had earlier been in
partnership with Dr. H. C. Dimock in Dr.
Dimock's building replaced by the Sherman
building shown above. An 1890
advertisement read "Saunders and Ellis,
Druggist and Apothecaries" with "Soda
Foundation...in the Sherman Block."

William A. Stewart had his attorney
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may have been in Robert's Drug Store
Building. Other early buildings on the
south side of Fast Ocean were Dockery's
Livery Stable on the corner of Ocean and
G Street built parallel to Ocean Avenue,
and reportedly the Rudolphs had a store
between F and G Streets before they built
on H Street.

I.B. Flkins and Plumm moved into their
new shop on the corner of Ocean and G
Streets facing Beach's Lompoc Livery
Stable in January 1890. Elkins
advertised a Blacksmith and Wagon Shop at
the old Anthony Blacksmithing location.

The Sherman Block was built in two
segments. On the left is the first
portion with the White sewing machine
agency, (A. J. Nichols. Jeweler) and
Dr. Saunders' drug store. This may
have been Saunders and Dimock, and it
may have been Dimock's building be
fore Sherman bought it and added the

western section. (Nichols had moved from
across Ocean Ave.) .

office in the building. Thomas Bolton was
the dentist over the drug store. E. T.
Briggs had his photography studio
upstairs. It is possible that the two
boys dressed in finery are Brigg's sons.

Zack T. Rucker owned the Enterprise Cash
Store on the west (right) end of the
building. A Lompoc Record dated November
26, 1892, advertises the Enterprise Cash
Store with "Groceries, J. D. Bacon,
Proprietor." With magnifying glass and
the original photo, the store sign can be
read on the end of the building.



The awning has been added to the '"Dean
Block" and signs are mounted on it. A
gas light has been installed on the
street corner. The fancy fence-like trim
has been completed around the west side
of the roof. The Real Estate Agency of

B. F. Bayley has moved in upstairs. The
small space between Dean's building and
the store to the east has been filled in
with a little front with a sign "Pomeroy
and Schoults" over the door. Mrs.
Pomeroy was a dressmaker in her home in
1891, so this scene was later in the
1890's.

The sign on the west side of the Dean
Building reads: '"No more room at the
top, the place for DRY GOODS, clothing,
Hats & Caps, Boots & Shoes, GROCERIES,
Provisions" and was painted by "Fabing."
Henry G. Fabing advertised as "Painter,
general, house, sign, carriage, and paper
hanging," in 1891.

Judge Adams owned a large portion of the
stores between the Dean Block and Fashion
Stables. D. C. Montgomery established a
New Harness Shop adjoining Dean's Drug
Store in January 1890. Fred Douglass had
a watch repair and jewelry business in
the same store with Morehead Book and
Stationery in the Adam's block. The
People's Journal, with the arched store
front, was also in Adam's block. The
People's Journal had come to town in 1890
to "help" the Lompoc Record promote the
coming of the railroad. The editor
wanted the Pacific Coast R. R. to
continue from Los Olivos and proceed down
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the middle of Ocean Avenue and on to meet
the Southern Pacific at Surf!

A tailor named Moley moved his store from
the Dimartini Store on H Street to Adam's
block one door east of the Journal
of fice. That is right next to J. D.
Black's Harness Shop just behind the team
of horses down the street.

Peter Fabing "fitted up a store on Ocean
next to Black's Harness for "millinery
and dressmaking," for his daughter, Flora
Fabing in 1891. She moved there from
West Ocean Avenue. Flora's brother was
Henry G. Fabing, the sign painter.

James Rennie had taken the place of Frank
Calhoun in partnership with W. A.
Saunders at Fashion Livery and Feed
Stable in 1889. That year they
advertised "Lompoc and Gaviota Stage
Line, Saunders and Rennie of the Fashion
Stables, makes regular trips from Lompoc
to Gaviota connecting with every steamer

coming south or going north.” (Lompoc
Landing was not suitable for passenger
ships and was used for freight only).

Across G Street on the northeast corner
of G and Ocean was the Lompoc Livery,
Feed and Sale Stable. H. B. Beach was
proprietor. He sold it to W. L. Talbott
in 1890. Next to that at the right end
of the picture is the Friel Hotel. Mr.
George Smith, who had a restaurant in
Diddwiddie's building for six months,
leased Friel Hotel and re-opened it for
regular patronage February 8, 1890.
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Sketch from Frank Barker's
"Memory Garden",

The Lompoc Brass Band built a bandstand
on the southeast corner of H and Ocean in
the summer of 1891, weekly public
concert was scheduled each Saturday
evening between 8 and 10. Professor
Soria was band leader. Professor and
Mrs. J. E. Soria advertised musical
instruction in 1891 and 1892, It was
Professor Soria and his family who
marched through the opera house onto the
stage to play for dances there. His
family was dressed in uniforms for the
occasion and performed as an orchestra.

The bandstand was moved south on H Street
to the lot just south of Dinwiddie Hall
in about 1895. Tt was moved to make room
for the construction of Robert's Block on
the south side of East Ocean Avenue. The
stand was later moved to Miguelito Park

and served as a stage for musical

entertainment for many years.
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Charles Rios had his barbershop on South
H Street just south of the bandstand
toward the alley. There may have been
other small stores in that vicinity,

"H and Ocean" To Be Continued
in Legacy No. 50.

LOMPOC LEGACY is published quarterly by
the LOMPOC VALLEY HISTORICAL SOCIETY,
Inc., P. 0. Box 88, Lompoc, CA 93438,
Single Copies ............... ceseees.$1.00

Subscription rates:
Historical Society Members..$2.00 per vear

Non-Members..... ceseterees..$3.00 per year
President........ Dennis Headrick, 736-3000

Edited by..........Vance Newcomb, 736-3031

Lompoc Valley Historical Society, Inc.
P.O. Box 88
Lompoc, CA 93438

Non-Profit Organization
U. S. POSTAGE PAID
Permit No. 16
Lompoc, CA 93436




