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AMERICAN LEGION - LOMPOC POST No. 211
BILL PROUD POST

POST BEGINNINGS

Lompoc Post No. 211,.American Legion, was
organized Monday, March 15, 1920, The
meeting was held in the Knights of
Pythias Hall and a "representative number
of the ex-servicemen of the community
were in attendance.” The Post started
with 40 charter members "who are very
active and interested in its success.”
The following officers were elected:

Ernest Moore, President

Merton Callis, Secretary and Treasurer

John McDonald, 1st Vice President

James J. Gardner, 2nd Vice President

Louis Kahn, Insurance Officer

Chester Whittemore, Vocational Training
Officer

Lloyd Whittemore, Historian

Clarence Randles, Correspondent to State
Paper

Ben Ruffner, Athletic Officer

A membership committee was elected and
consisted of:

Jas. J. Gardner
Chester Jacobs
R. F. Huseman
William Proud

Their task was to seek additional members
from approximately 160 men who were in
the service from the Lompoc area. Ten
new members signed up in early April.

At the meeting Monday, April 5, 1920, the
Post organized an orchestra with Chester

Jacobs, director. A fund raising Grand
Ball was planned in the theatre (Opera
House) after the show, April 30, A six-
piece orchestra, The Campbell Jazzers,
from Santa Maria, played for the dance.
The May 7 Lompoc Record reported the show
and dance were a huge success. $100 was
netted.

The Legion held Memorial Day exercises at
the Opera House and then marched to
Evergreen Cemetery where flowers were
placed on graves and taps was played.

The practice of marching to the cemetery
was discontinued until after WW II
according to Malcolm Williams. He tells
of how the veterans marched to the
cemetery from H and Walnut to the beat of
drums., As the years rolled by, it was
shortened to the last hundred yards.

The Post began considering a permanent
meeting place at the June, 1920 meeting.
They planned a Grand Ball for July 3.
"The Celite Syncopaters" from White Hills
was contracted to play for the dance.

In mid-July, Commander Ernest Moore with
John McDonald and Wm, Freeman were sent
as delegates to the State Convention in
San Diego., The Legion also voted to
cooperate with the Chamber of Commerce,
lodges and clubs for civic betterment,
social welfare, services, Americanization
and other progressive movements.

In September the Legion advocated a big
clean-up campaign, Towns people were



into a rice growing partnership and was
rained out. In 1922 he was at Wawona in
South Yosemite in lumber and guide work.
Next he worked for Signal 0il in Modesto
until September 1923. He arrived back in
Lompoc at the same time the destroyers
ran aground at Honda. He joined the
American Legion Post #211 in January,
1924, The following account of the
events of the American Legion over a
half-century ago is from his memory of
those interesting years:

MAC WILLIAMS REMEMBERS

Lompoc Post #211 American Legion came
into existence in 1920, with Ernest Moore
as Commander. Commanders that followed
were: 1921, Merton Callis; 1922, either
Harry Arkley, or Howard Kelliher; 1923,
Howard Kelliher or Harry Arkley; and
1924, Dr. Ray Swartz. In 1925, we had
two Commanders, Ellis, an Engineer
working at Celite Corporation who was
transferred away from Lompoc, and Vice
Commander, Clifford Smith, who finished
the year. Clifford Smith was the M.C.
for the gigantic celebration put on by
the Legion with the cooperation of the
whole town, November 11, 1925, Not only
did the town assist, but the whole valley
got involved. The farmers and cattlemen
donated 14 beeves for the barbecue that
fed thousands that day. See Legal #27,

Malcolm Williams joined the Post in
January 1924, was elected Adjutant in
1925, and Commander in 1926,

One of the first things the Post did, was
find a place to meet. They borrowed
money, and bought a building from Frank
Moore. The building on the south side of
West Ocean Avenue in the 100 block cost
$3,000. It is now part of Moore's
Department Store. From the start, the
boys had a dream of some day building a
club house at the south end of "H" Street
between Locust Avenue and the hill, (the
present site of the Memorial Building).
With this in mind, they appeared before
the City Council, and asked for the
closure of "H" Street from Locust Avenue
to the hill, with provision for no future
extension of the Street.

The City Council agreed to the plan.

In 1925, the Legion sold the West Ocean
building back to Frank Moore for $6,000.

After settling up a debt to Moore, they
had money left, and proceeded to buy lots
on the west side of the closed "H"
Street, still thinking of the club house
they would build some day.

In June 1925, an earthquake struck Santa
Barbara. Word was received in Lompoc
that Santa Barbara needed help in the
shape of men to stand guard against
looters. The American Legion was
contacted and a dozen or so Legionnaires
went to the stricken city that evening
and were met by Legionnaires from all
over Santa Barbara and Ventura Counties.
They all did guard duty that night. The
following day the National Guard arrived
and the Legionnaires all went home.

One of the things the Legion is most
proud of, although there are not many
left who remember the circumstances, was
the bumping off of their respective
chairs, the City Council, and getting
them started on the development of Ryon
Park, In 1908 Mrs. Ryon donated the
piece of land to the City, in memory of
her husband, and with the understanding
that it would be made into a park the
town could be proud of; a place for
picnics, gatherings, and a children's
playground. This property laid there for
18 years, dry and dusty, used mostly as a
baseball field. Every 4th of July it was
used as a rodeo ground. It was not ideal
for either baseball or football, but when
the Legion took over sports in the early
20's, they continued to use Ryon Park as
it was the only place in town for public
sports. Bill Proud and Ned Learned would
go out on Sunday mornings to sprinkle
down the dust and lay out the chalk lines
for baseball in the summer, and football
in the fall. Bill and Ned were the spark
plugs of the Legion Athletic program.
Another drawback to Ryon Park was the
fact that it belonged to the City, and no
charge could be made. Someone had to
pass the hat for donations, and small
change trickled in. Things went along
this way until 1926, when the Post
decided to do something about it. Having
accumulated a little money, through the
generosity of the Moore family, (Ernest
and Howard were members of the Post) and
other activities, such as the Forty-Niner
Camps, Country Stores, dances and
anything to make an honest buck, the Post
rented a piece of land from Celite Corp.
It cost $1.00 per year. It was located



eéncouraged to clean up back yards and
alleys, and bil1l boards were to be
removed 3 days after the publicized
events,

The Legion observed the November 11
Armistice Day with a banquet and & dance.
100 attended the banquet at the Knights
of Pythias Hall. After dinner and
Speeches the affair adjourned to the
Opera House.

Lompoc in 1920 was beginning to
"modernize." Streets were being paved (H
and Ocean) and street lights were
proposed, Santa Rosa Road was an
important topic. The San Marcos Pass
road was open to traffic and the sandy
ruts to Buellton was becoming untenabie,
Also, in May it was learned that paving a
road to Buell Flat was disapproved in
Sacramento, .,

Plans were being made to sell the Lompoc
Light and Power plant to the City,

There was a gasoline shortage in June. A
five gallon 1limit was imposed. Joy
riding was forbidden.

George Roberts, a founding father and
secretary of the Lompoc Valley Land
Company at its inception, died in
October, 1920. In November, a birthday
party was thrown for Sherm Huyck.

ria Lanio,
2

Lompoc won - 9 to 0

30 yard pass from Halloway to
Harry Kelliher. Point after
fumbled. TField goal by Halloway,

Mr. Hawley, coach from Culver; Arkley,
Quarterback; Huseman, fullback; Moore

and Halloway, halfbacks: Kelliher bro-
thers, ends: Smith and Grider, tackles;

Cooper and Henning, guards; Sperber, Cen-
ter,

MALCOLM WILLIAMS’ MEMORIES

Malcolm Williams is a Wi T veteran and
has been a member of the Bill Proud Post
#211, American Legion, since January
1924, He was asked to write his memories
of the Lompoc American Legion for this
Legacy. Malcolm (Mae) Williams was born
in Santa Rosa, California, May 27, 1895,
His parents, Fdwin J. and Annie Williams,
were born in England, Edwin became a
Sstreet car conductor in Santa Barbara in
1910. Mac moved to Lompoc where his
brother was working for the Dyers out at
Pine and H north of town. Mac got a job
at Moore Mercantile making deliveries.
He also had other odd jobs in town and at
valley ranches.

He enlisted in Santa Barbara in the
regular Army in WW I. He was in the 1st
Field Light Artillery at Angel Island in
San Francisco Bay, was in Hawaii from
June-December 1917, and was transferred
to Ft. Sill, Oklahoma (10° below) in
December 1917, He trained soldiers in a
horse outfit there. After mustering out
in San Diego, March 28, 1919, Maec
Williams worked harvesting beans and rice
in Marysville. He returned to Lompoc
then went back to Marysvilile developing
ranches for a 1and company. He entered




They rented the top and bleachers, and
got boxers out of Los Angeles. No one in
the Legion knew anything about boxing, so
a promoter was hired to run the thing.

According to his figures, they were
making a little money, but wvhen they
finally became suspicious and demanded an
accounting, they found that the only
bills he had paid were his wages, and the
boxers. Everyone else he dealt with was
on credit. The Legion immediately fired
the manager and sent the canvas and
bleachers back to Los Angeles. They
tried putting on a few fights in the
Opera House, but they did not pay off.
The Legion then went out of the fight
game, sadder, but a little wiser, which
did not help pay off the bills. They did
not get completely out of debt until
1936, when the property at the end of H
Street was sold to the County. The
County built the Memorial building at
that time.

After the Legion sold their hall back to
Moore's, they were left without a home
for a while. They met in a room over the
City Fire Department, which in the early
days was a two-story building and served
as the City Hall. In 1929 the Legion

decided to build themselves a hall, and
proceeded to do so. They tore down what
had been the fight arena, and used the
lumber to build a small hall on the
extreme west portion of the lots at the
end of "H" Street, which had been
purchased some years before. They left
room for the clubhouse they intended to
build some day. The little hall still
stands and is used as a storage place for
the Legion's hospital equipment. For
many years it was used by the Boy Scouts.

The hall was built by volunteer
Legionnaires, master minded by Eric
Petersen, carpenter, contractor, and his
brother Bill, cabinet maker. Later, for
many years, Bill Petersen was Lompoc's
Chief of Police. Eric Andersen did the
plumbing, Dewey Page the electrical work.
Among others giving a hand were Bill
Hoag, Ernest and Howard Moore, Lloyd
Huyck, Ned Learned, Bill Proud and Nate
Dalcerri.

It was about this time that the great
depression of the thirty's struck, and
things changed. The Legion continued
with its activities, Times were very

tough when F.D.R. was inaugurated. The
first thing he did was to declare a bank
holiday, all banks were closed. The
Legion was in the process of putting on a
play, and was having a presale of
tickets, but people were not about to
spend their ready cash for tickets so we
spread the word we would accept checks.
We must have had a hundred checks, and
not one of them bounced. The lady
directing the play, was on a percentage
basis and was not in favor of accepting
checks, but her fears were allayed by the
Legion's promise to pay her in cash.

Shortly after FDR became president, he
started projects to keep men working.
One project was the Veteran's Memorial
Buildings. It was 1935 before they got
around to Lompoc. The Post appointed a
building committee consisting of Eric
Petersen, Ned Learned, Al Johnson and
Hank Carlton. County Supervisor, R. M.
Adam went with the committee, which
toured southern California inspecting
pbuildings, and they eventually came up
with the one you now see at the south end
of "H" Street. The building was
completed and dedicated with a grand ball

in June 1936.

When the lots were purchased in 1926 they
were very cheap, but when sold to the
county in 1935, they had gone wup
considerably despite the depression.
There was enough profit to clear all
debts, the largest of which was to the
Lompoc Record for advertising the prize
fights. It was about this time a group
of men organized the Lompoc Rodeo
Association and took over the 4th of July
celebration portion of rodeo and horse
racing. The Legion continued with the
ball games and children sports. The
Santa Barbara Football Association,
consisting of teams from Arroyo Grande,
Santa Maria, Lompoc and two teams from
Santa Barbara, were organized by the
American Legion and Santa Barbara
Athletic Club., Football was finally
discontinued in 1935.

Things went along quietly for the next
few years, but on December 7, 1941 Pearl
Harbor was attacked and the town went
into shock, as did the whole nation.
Every newspaper mentioned possibilities
of poisoned water systems. Something
that never happened, but was a real fear
at the time. Bill Petersen and his force



The Lompoc Legion Football Team at Ryon Park

Top Row:
Albert Henning, Herman Hodges.

Middle Row:

Front Row:

about where the Lompoc Transit Mix plant
is today. The Legion built a high board
fence around it, also a shower and a club
house, nothing fancy. Most of the work
was done by volunteers as the Legion had
members who were carpenters, plumbers,
and electricians. When they were ready
to go into operation, the Post sent
representatives to call on the City
Council, with the request that in the
future all athletics be barred from Ryon
Park, rodeos included, also that the City
proceed with the development of the park,
as Mrs. Ryon wished. Amos Whitemore,
Mayor, agreed, as did the other members,
that it was time some action was taken,

and they put it to vote. It was passed
that no athletics, including rodeos, be
held in Ryon Park, and recommended the
City add a special tax to create a fund
for the beautification of the park. So

Clifford Smith, Albert Hildebrand, Pat McGuire, Dick Huseman, Coach Guilliland,

Lloyd Whittemore, Harold Lundberg, Louis Huseman, Harry Kelliher, John Grider.

Harris Barber, Bill Proud, Howard Kelliher, and Harry Arkley.

after many years, the Council, with
cooperation of various organizations,
took action so that Ryon Park became a
beautiful spot, a far cry from the bare
patch it was.

Bill Tucker, Commander in 1927, was a
graduate of the University of
Mississippi. He came to Lompoc in 1922
with the contractor that built the
railroad from Lompoc to the Celite
Corporation. When the job was completed,
Bill stayed on with the Celite
Corporation as superintendent of the
Excavation Department. Bill was a rabid
sportsman. He had played football at the
University, (he was a little past his
prime) and was also a great boxing fan.
He led the Legion into the boxing game.
They built an arena down by the athletic
field, just board wall with canvas top.




of three men were swamped with calls, not Soil Conservation program in the valley.
only asking, but demanding a guard be They were a Godsend. They started

placed on water systems. Bill turned to immediately signing up men who were
the Legion for help, and immediately a willing to stand guard 2 hours out of 24
committee called every organization hours. Word was spread that anyone
asking for representatives to attend a wishing to help, report to police
meeting that evening. There were about station, to be sworn in and be assigned a

fifty to sixty that attended. It was post. Within two days they had at least
plain to see that it would take someone 200 men doing guard duty. After the

full time to organize and keep the first week, hysteria died, and the
program operating. When volunteers were National Guard assumed the guard duties.
called for, there was no stampede. After We should be very grateful for Clarence
a few minutes of silence, two young men and Earl, and all the men that did guard
stepped forward and introduced themselves duty. Earl Ross is no longer with us.
as Clarence Blakeboro and Earl Ross. Clarence Blakeboro is living in Santa
They were practically master minding the Barbara and is now retired.

AMERICAN LEGION - AUXILIARY

The American Legion Auxiliary was an important working arm of the organization.
The American Legion and its Women's Auxiliary were Lompoc Record '"front page"
news in the 1920's. While the Legionaires were preparing for the big Thanks-
giving Day football game, Nov. 30, 1922, the auxiliary was making costumes and
rehearsing a fund-raising drama at the old Opera House.

"A very charming production" hailed the Lompoc Record in its next issue in
early December. The play was performed using local talent, many who were high
school students. The lavish costumes were made by the auxiliary ladies.

Prl'n ce Ch armin g CAST OF CHARACTERS CHORUS GROUPS

or ST. VALENTINE .......... Frances Henderson Dorothy White
PRINCE CHARMING ................ Jack Bird Carmen Oliver
The Capture Of the CUHID .. v 2em = 1) Lothele Miller Mildred Daniels
Qu een o f H ea rtS QUEEN OF TARTS ........ Agnes Westrope Virgin‘ia Perozzi
JACK oo, Irene Lewis Jessie Short
JILL e Evelyn Arkley Neville DeVaul
PUCK i Sadie Huseman Ethel Upton
MAID MOLLY . et Irma Learned Charlotte Douglass
FATHER ... Mr. Wm. Negus
A One-Act Play MOTHER ... Mrs. Jennie Dimock Irma Learned
SALLY s Cesarina Pensa Genevieve Ruffner
JANE Ellen Kendall Marguerite Klein
TART MAIDS .......... { _I}ii:gi:edSlE;: o CLOiS. e
S e esarina Pensa

Dorothy Ashe

ACT ONE _ Clara Kalin

SCENE ONE Laurence Heiges
Randall Daniels

Howard Smith
Lysle Hawkins

Cloudland near St. Valentine's Palace

Presented by the American Legion Auxiliary SCENE TWO
Lompoc Theatre, November 29, 1922 Florida
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American Legion Picnic, Miguelito Park, March 26, 1932

Standing in back, left to right: ——, ==, —7» Nora Rennie, Bill Hoag, ——»
Clara Proud, Joe Holland and daughters, Mary and Peggy, == —~s "7 "7 7T
George Ingamells and George, Jr., ——; ~~"s "7y TT5 T Al Johnson, ——s —7»
Jack Alexander, —, Mrs. Mert Callis, Lloyd Huyck, Bert Rios (this was his

picture), Jim Alexander and Patty, Arnold Melby and Mac Williams.

Next two rows: Louise Ward, Marie Huyck, Alma Lewis, Clara Petersen, =,
-, Clara Grant, ——, Lil Alexander, Olga Holland, —-—» Mary Jane Learned,
Funice Talbott, Ken Adam, Eric Petersen and Virginia, Kathryn Adam, Don
Adam, --, ——, ——, Emmett Webb, -—-, —, and Ned Learned.

Next two Trows: ——, ==, ~7, Ursula Alexander and Janice and Jean, Myrtle
Rios, ——, Janette Lafourcade, Linda Adam, -—, ==, Lois Hoag and Lenore,
--, Jennie Melby, Donalda Moore, -+, Ronald Adam, Raymond, Fred and May
Bishop, Ernest Moore, Mert Callis, --.

Next row: —-, Jim Hoag, Florence Upton, Bettie Rennie, Patty Proud, Eva-
lynn Rennie, Howard Petersen, Randall Webb, Norma Jean Moore, Lothelle
Moore, Cedric Lewis, —-, Myra Huyck, Roy Learned, Phyllis Rios, Donald
Moore, Donald Melby, —, ~7» Jack Rios, --, George Learned.

Two men, bottom right: ——, and Bill Proud, for whom American Legion Post
No. 211 was named. Persons in photo identified by Myra Manfrina who savs,
"There are people in here that I should recognize but cannot put names to

them."




BILL PROUD POST No. 211

William (Bill) Proud was born February 5,
1895 in Aurora, Nebraska, and came to
Lompoc in 1915. He served in the U. S,
Navy in WWI, joined the American Legion,
Lompoc Post No. 211 at its beginning
March 15, 1920 and was active from the
start. Years later he was called "Mr,
Baseball"” for his part in forming the
American Legion Youth League and the
local Babe Ruth League. He continued to
make important contributions to the post
all through the years that followed and
was at last a one-man committee lending
the posts hospital equipment.

When he became the only remaining charter
member, & plan was made to honor him. At
a district meeting held Saturday,
February 24, 1979, it was decided that
the Lompoc Post would be named the
William (Bill) Proud Post at his demise
in his honor. He was going as strong as
any 84 year o0ld can be expected that
Saturday. The next day, Sunday, February
25, 1979, Bill Proud collapsed and died
while getting dressed in preparation for
another active day.

Everyone knew him as "Bill" Proud, so the
intention of calling it the William
(Bill) Proud Post got lost very quickly,
The Lompoc Post is now officially the
American Legion Bill Proud Post No. 211.

Bronze Medals
were given to
WWI veterans
"In Honor of
Loyal Service"

The ribbon was
red, white and
blue, and the
words circled
the California
Seal.
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