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LOMPOC THEATRE

Messrs. N J. Baker and N A. Taltert

request the honor of your presence

at the
Jremier @pening of Nefr Tiompoe Theatre
to he held

Friday efening, May twenty-sebenth
nineteen umdred tfenty-sefen
Tompoe, Aalifornia

The Lompoc Theatre opened Friday,
May 27, 1927. The lead article in the
Lompoc Record that day was as follows:
"The new Lompoc Theater will be dedicated
tonight and Messrs. Baker and Calvert
will present an outstanding program to
commemorate the event."

"Mr. Howard McBride will preside as
master of ceremonies. Mr. McBride is
publicity director for the Universal Film
Corporation and is always in demand on
premier nights at new theatres. Mayor
A.C. Whittemore will take part in the
dedication ceremonies.’

"Lompoc's new theatre is one of the
finest on the coast as every detail is
new and up-to-date. The building was
erected by the Knights of Pythias of
Lompoc and stands as a monument to this
organization. Messrs., Calvert and Baker
have taken a ten year lease on the play
house.” (Whether Theater or Theatre,
couldn't be proved by the 1927 Lompoc
Record -- it was spelled both ways.)

Manager Walter Calvert arranged a
premier showing of a new comedy, "Lost at

the Front” (about an Irishman and a Jew . ..

who volunteered for the "death batallion”
at the front but got caught in the wiles
of wicked Paris instead) and a world
premier of an Andy Gump comedy "Circus
Daze." The film portion of the program
also included a Newsreel and other short
subjects.

The stage part of the entertainment
included an organ solo by a renowned
organist, orchestral members, singing,
dancing, and the introduction of stage
and screen celebrities available for the
occasion. Important film producers and
distributers attended the opening, so
Lompoc was the center of statewide
attention that night. Cecil B. DeMille
sent the following message: "May your
new theatre have the success it so
rightly deserves."

Walter Calvert already had 15 years
of intense experience in the theatre
business in Lompoc. He and his sister's

husband, Wm, J. Baker, had purchased J.D.
Walling's management lease at the old
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The theatre's scenic equipment,
consisting of drapes, olios, scene
curtains and a "beautiful” cyclorama were
built to the specification of the Los
Angeles Scenic Studios. Mr. Norman K.
White, manager of the firm's scenery
department, was there on opening night to
represent his company and guarantee the
satisfactory working of the scenery
equipment,

Baker and Calvert announced the
general policy and schedule of the new
Lompoc theatre as follows: One
performance week nights beginning at 7:45
p.m. Matinee every Saturday at 2:15.
Two performances every Saturday and
Sunday night beginning at 7 and 9 p.m.
Admission prices, ten cents for kiddies
and twenty-five cents for adults at
Saturday matinees., Fifteen cents for

kiddies and thirty-five cents for adults

at evening performances. Admission for
road shows, etc. were to be controlled by
the quality of the show.

The first play in the new theatre
was performed June 6, 1927 by 1local
actors under the auspices of the Alpha
Club. "The Dream Wife," a three act
comedy-drama was performed by Will Negus
as Dad Hogan, "a droll old dear;" Mrs.
Jennie Dimmock as Mother Hogan, "the most
wonderful mother in the world;" Frank
Belcher as "Richard, the lion hearted
dreamer" (who sang, accompanied by
Charles Poulson at the new organ); Mrs.
Frances Ferini, as Beatrice Livingstone,
a "pampered society girl;" Hazel McCabe,
as "the bride rushed into marriage" and
Elton Nicoles as George Kimber who is
"tempted into mischief all the time.”

Charies Poulson, "composer,
philosopher,- counselor, pianist,
organist, accordianist, jurist, legal
advisor, broker, salesman, lecturer, and
humorist," was born in the family home in
Miguelito Canyon. He graduated from the
State School for the Blind in Berkeley in
1911. He attended the University of
Redlands for three years and studied Law
at LaSalle University and George Nix Law
School in Los Angeles. After years of
playing piano and organ accompaniment for
silent films at the Opera House and at
the new Lompoc Theatre, Poulson practiced
Law and was Justice of the Peace in
Lompoc for 14 years.

Muriel (Read) Butterfield tells how
she could not see down the darkened
aisles, having come in from the light of
day, and Poulson, being blind, led her
without mis-step through the theatre
auditorium. He had asked her to write
some music which he had composed and
wanted published. He played the music on
the theatre organ and she wrote the sheet
music for it. Poulson had no idea what
musical notes, staffs, bars, etc., looked
like!

His son, seeing his father coming
along the sidewalk one day stood
silently aside. Paulson stopped and
tapped around to his son's feet with his

cane. "Tried to fool me, did you?" he
exclaimed.
By 1929, "Talkies" replaced the old

silent films and Poulson no longer played
the fine organ in the new theatre. After
44 years as a Lompoc resident, he spent
his remaining 30 years in San Luis Obispo
county.

Earl Calvert was attending the
University of California in Berkeley
during the time of the construction and
opening of the Lompoc Theatre. He was
the son of Walter Calvert and nephew of
Wm., Baker, and in the summer of 1929 he
returned to Lompoc to assist his father
in the management of the theatre. He was
a newly-wed, just back from his
honeymoon. Earl Calvert was born
Sept. 25, 1905 in San Jose, California.
When he was six months old, his family
moved back to Lompoc where Earl was

reared. He graduated from Lompoc High
School in June, 1925 and went away to
college. He had kept in touch with Anne

Scolari and they were married June 16,
1929 in San Jose, California.

Anne Scolari, daughter of Antone and
Maria "Mary" (Guidotte) Scolari, both of
Switzerland, was born Sept. 5, 1905. She
graduated from Lompoc High School in the
class of '24, and received a teaching
credential from Santa Barbara State
Teacher's College in 1926. She taught
Jalama School and then Lompoc Elementary
School. Earl and Anne were married about
the time "talkies" had replaced silent
films and the depression was about to
start. The theatre would carry them
through the depression quite well.



Opera House in 1913, ang Calvert had been
Playing violin in Walling% Orchestra g
Year before that, Baker and Calvert then
Purchased the Opera House (see Legacies
No. 44 ang 45) from the Lompoc Ha11
Association in 1914, ang now they had g
10~-year lease on the new theatre for the
movie and vaudevilie portions of their
eénterprise.

as to build g K. of P,

lease a theatre building on the site. A
financiai Plan for such 4 structure
Seemed feasible, The 1ocal theatre men,
Calvert and Baker, made a similar offer
and terms of the lease were drawn,

A building association wasg formed
with L, Huseman ag chairman, Other
members were J.J. Gardner, Lester Fabing,
McKinley Stocking ang F.B. Moore., A
financiail offer of Dr, L.E. Heiges
enabled the committee to work out plans
that finally Overcame early Pessimism and
Over $100,000 went into the
Project. "Approximately $59,000 in the
bare building alone, $22,000 in the new
organ, $6,000 in the seats, $3,000 4in
only part of the curtains,"

the new Structure. Floor joists were in
Place, but income from the businesses in
the building had to Overcome indebtedness
before the Project was to be finished,

The Knights of Pythias lodge room
never was completed, The organization
continued to meet in the Valley C1lub room

Just five days before the gala
opening of the theatre, Spirits were
dampened by the death of Frank B. Moore

been essential in the process of building
the theatre, Moore was one of Lompoc's
most prominent citizens, and was one of
the most active members of the K of P
building association. Many times in the

thing was impossible, but the chairman,
L. Huseman and F.B. Moore would make
another trip to Santa Barbara to get
another angle on the matter angd all would
take heart again,

Several
local contractors did most of the
construction. Nicoles and Fabing did the
Plumbing and sheet metal work, Valley
Electric Company hagd the wiring and
lighting contract, W.E. Rohrer
Supervised the construction of the
control system that was considered one of
the best on the coast. G.F, Learned did
all the Painting €xcept the decorating
done by Verne Laney of Hol1lywood. Mr.

south side of the main entrance” by the
time the theatre Opened May 27, 1927,
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A dog contest was conducted with the
Saturday afternoon Mickey Mouse Club
session., Prizes were given for the best
trained, best groomed, smallest and
largest dogs. The dog contest was
prompted by the weekend showings of "Dog"
pictures at both theatres. Lassie
appeared in "The Sun Comes Up" at the La
Mesa and Flame starred in "Rusty Leads
the Way" at the Lompoc Theatre.

The Hispanic fare on Tuesday at La
Mesa that week was "E1l Penon de Las
Animas” with Jorge Negrette and Marie
Felix and "Le Maja de los Cantares" with
Imperio Argentina and Carmelita Vasquez.

Earl Calvert was doing well after
two years of complete control and
management so in 1949 he "retired." He
leased the theatre operations to Lompoc
Theatres Incorporated. Edmund Granger
and Earl Collins of Hollywood took over
both theatres with Vincent Dixon as local
manager. This arrangement was for a five
year period.

Calvert returned to a more active
involvement in the running of the two
theatres in December 1954, The Lompoc
Theatre was completely redesigned,

W

modernized and refurbished in a fast-
paced 12 day closure from December 12 to
December 24. A new enlarged CinemaScope
screen was installed with a new sound
system, new seats and carpeting, a new
box office, new and enlarged lobby, etc.,
all completed in time for a gala opening
on Christmas Day, 1954,

The New Lompoc Theatre and La Mesa
Theatre were operated then by Integrated
Industries, incorporated in affiliation
with Metropolitan Theatre Corporation.
Calvert was owner and vice president of
the local corporation, Paul E, Quibley
was brought in as manager of the new
theatre.

The first run pictures for the
Inaugural Program were accompanied by

dedication ceremonies and a stage

presentation at 8:00 p.m., Christmas
night. Mayor Ray C. (Pooley) Jacobs took
part. Following the inaugural program,
other movie "greats" with all star casts
followed in January. Ronald Reagan, who
would later buy a near-by ranch in the
Santa Ynez mountains, appeared with
Barbara Stanwick in "Cattle Queen of
Montana."

The "New'" Lompoc Theatre triangular marquee adorned the front of the building

after December, 1954.



The Lompoc Theatre was the
entertainment focal point for the Lompoc
Valley families from its opening through
the depression and then for thousands of
Army troops at Camp Cooke during World
War II. Earl Calvert took over more of
the management tasks of the theatre as
his father, Walter Calvert, became less
active due to failing health.

Earl Calvert instituted the popular
Mickey Mouse Club that kept Lompoc's

children entertained on Saturday
afternoons all during the 1930's. A
reunion of Club members would include a
large percentage of Lompoc Pioneers who
are entering retirement years just now,
The theatre also sponsored a Youth Band
under Calvert's guidance. This band
became the nucleus of Lompoc High
Schools' Blue Ribbon Band.

Technicolor movies were introduced
into the theater system in the 1late
1930's and such movie greats as "Gone
With the Wind" were an important addition
to Lompoc's entertainment fare.

Walter Calvert died in 1939. His
brother—-in-law, Wm. Baker, 80 years old
then, remained a partner in the business,
however, he had lived in San Jose for
many years and left the theatre
management to Earl Calvert.

The troop training at near-by Camp
Cooke brought many more theatre-goers
into the valley in 1940 and all during
World War II. The Army troops eased
their tensions at the movies, far from
home, as they trained for battles in
North Africa and in Europe.

Earl Calvert added the La Mesa
Theatre to his holdings in 1949. He took
over the building between I and J streets

Rubber was ce in WWII. Free admittance

was given to anyone with an old tire to help

the war effort at this Saturday matinee.

on the south side of East Ocean Avenue
that had been built as Iwamoto's Super
Market in 1941, The market was closed
when Iwamoto was interned in 1942, The
La Mesa theatre opened in February 1944
after the market building was remodeled.
Andrew Rowan was house manager and
Guadalupe Diaz was chief projectionist.
Diaz had served as projectionist in the
Lompoc theatre for 17 years, and
continued as projectionist at La Mesa
theatre. ’

Lompoc was a two theatre town for
much of the next decade. Hispanic movies
were shown at La Mesa one night every
week. The rest of the week was regular
fare. Television began to make inroads
into movie going by the mid-1950's.

William Baker retired from active
business on January 1, 1948, Earl
Calvert had taken over control during the
previous year. Calvert purchased the
Lompoc Theatre building from the Knights
of Pythias and bought Baker's share of
the business.

Top films were booked for the
occasion of the Lompoc Theatre's
celebration of its thirty-seventh
anniversary (held in 1949, using 1912 for
its founding year . . .) "The Red Pony”
with Myrna Loy and Robert Mitchum was
billed. Also "Take Me Out to the Ball
Game" with a top musical cast, Gene
Kelly, Esther Williams and Frank Sinatra
was shown at the same time of their first
runs in Los Angeles.




"Cash for your voice" prizes were given if the needle dropped on your name on
a phonograph record made in the lobby that evening.
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Everyone recorded his voice

upon entry to the theatre, and in this scene, Earl Calvert is calling out, '"One,
two, three, a winner," as the young assistant lowers the needle onto the record.

Earl Calvert was elected President
of the Lompoc Pioneer Society in the fall
of 1958. He was responsible for the 33rd
annual Lompoc Pioneer Reunion and the
publicity for that occasion included many
references to the Opera House and
Theatres. During that year Calvert was
bringing the Lompoc Drive-in Theatre to
completion.

The Valley Drive-in Theatre was
completed and opened in August 1959. The
new drive-in theatre was built to
accommodate 850 cars, with a 50 X 100 ft.
CinemaScope Screen, an up-to-date lounge
and snack bar and a playground for the

children at a cost of $350,000. Wm. J.
McDougall managed both the Drive-in
theatre and the Lompoc theatre,

The Lompoc Theatre survived the
1960's, but mid-way thru the 1970's,
attendance dropped too low to be
economically sound. The kinds of movies
then in circulation were not suitable for
the entertainment tradition of the family
theatre always presented by Calvert-Baker
and Earl Calvert who followed. The R and
X-rated films which would have attracted
an audience were ultimately rejected and
the theater closed in 1975. Two or three
later attempts to re-open the theatre
have been short-lived.




Grasgusat SPregian

(Christmas Night, 8 P.M.)
DEDICATION CEREMONIES

and

STAGE PRESENTATION

Saturday, December 25-Tuesday, December 28

Elizabeth Taylor Van Johnson
Walter Pidgeon Donna Reed

"THE LAST TIME | SAW PARIS"

Technicolor

Alan Ladd
“"DRUM BEAT”

CinemaScope Technlcolor

Wednesday, December 29-Saturday, January 1

Gene Kelly Cyd Charisse
"BRIGADOON"

CinemaScope Technicolor

Robert Mitchum Teresa Wright
"TRACK OF THE CAT"

CinemaScope Color
Sunday, Jonuary 2-Tuesday, J y 4
Doris Day Frank Sinatra

"YOUNG IN HEART"

Technicolor

Barbara Stanwyck Ronald Reagan

"CATTLE QUEEN OF MONTANA"

Technicolor

Wednesday, January 5-Saturday, January 8

Edmond Purdom Gene Tierney

"THE EGYPTIAN"

CinemaScope Technicolor

Randolph Scott
"BOUNTY HUNTER"

Technicolor

Sunday, January 9-Tuesday, January 11

Clifton Webb Dorothy McGaire
Jean Peters Louis Jourdan

"3 COINS IN THE FOUNTAIN"

CinemaScope Technicolor

Dale Robertson J. Carroll Naish
"SITTING BULL"

CinemaScope Technicolor

Wednesday, January 12-Saturday, January 15

Judy Garland James Mason

"A STAR IS BORN"

CinemaScope Technicolor

Ruth Roman Edmond O'Brien
"SHANGHAI STORY"

"BLAZE DESTROYS THEATER; THREATENS
ENTIRE BLOCK," screamed the headline,
Thursday, June 28, 1956. The La Mesa
theatre burned to the ground June 27,
1956 and a two hour fight by firemen with
all the Lompoc equipment and the help of
near-by county crews, saved the
surrounding buildings. Help also came
from Santa Maria. It was later
determined that a heater was left on
without the necessary blower functioning.
The system over-heated and started the
blaze.

The Lutheran Church had been using
La Mesa theatre for their worship
services for some months, and their
organ, altar, hymn books, Sunday School
supplies and records were destroyed.

Ironically the theatre was the
newest building on the block, and one of
the buildings saved by the firefighters
had been condemned and was subsequently
torn down. The theatre projection booth
was fireproof and the expensive
projection equipment was saved. La Mesa
Theatre was not rebuilt.




The Calverts were very active in the
Community Concert Association, and the
concerts each year, are performed in the

Lompoc theatre. Other live shows are
scheduled there from time to time. The
Calverts are also charter members of the
Lompoc Valley Historical Society
organized in September, 1964. They have
served as officers (Earl as president for
20 years) since its founding. Because of
these and many other community services,
Earl Calvert was selected to be Grand
Marshall of the 1985 Flower Festival
Parade. The parade theme was
appropriately "Favorite Movies." 8

Farl and

maklng hjstory!
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