
Early photo of 

Model -T with 

the number 14 

and a later one 

with the number 

41 it wears today .  

the shop Aaron has at his home in 

Montecito, CA.  

 The other day I was out at the 

Carriage House checking on Joe and 

Brianõs progress. They had some 

tools Barry Manfrina had dug out of 

storage. òThese are old time tools,ó 

Joe said, óthey donõt even use these 

any more.ó     Model -T contined page 7  

One day while hanging out in the 

reference room (which I am prone 

to do from time to time) I 

overheard Brian Donelson 

discussing the condition of the 

engine of Tilton Burghelliõs Model

-T. How a tweak here and there 

with a few choice curse words 

werenõt cutting it any more.  

It turns out that he and Joe Avila 

are doing a complete rebuild of 

the engine, but not without a lot 

of help from many sources. 

Starting with the guys  at Perryõs 

Auto. Mike, Bud and Dave 

(pictured  below) have given their 

time in advice and research in 

finding the rings and gaskets 

needed. They sold them to 

us at their cost, resurfacing 

the head and exhaust 

manifold, loaned tools and 

mechanical expertise.  

Tom Green, of Rural 

Machine was gracious 

enough to grind a valve for 

us but he wouldnõt let us 

pay. Tom had worked 

for Joe back when 

he had a shop and 

had some of the 

old tools on hand 

needed for the 

rebuild.  

The guys at Valley 

Welding  lent their tools and 

advice as well.  

Aaron Machado, Machinist and Ace 

Mechanic, (who happens to be Joeõs 

nephew) is helping with the 

remanufacturing of the rods. First 

by sending them to Egge, a hundred 

year old company to òpour the 

Babbittó before modifying them in 
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LVHSõs FLAGSHIP: TILTON BURGHELLIõS MODEL-T  
by Jul ie Ann McLaughl in  

Back in the early days of  LVHS, the Calvertõs Surrey was brought out for 
parades to represent our preservation of the past. As the availability of 
trained horses to pull the surrey has become scarce we rely on the Tilden 
Burghelli ôs Model-T to represent our organizationõs devotion to promoting 

our local history.  

By the time Tilton Burghelli had won the second track race put on by 
Lompocõs Model-T club, Ford hadnõt built a Model-T for a decade. In the mid -
1930õs it was òjust something to do.ó For $10 they could buy a stripped 
down frame. They scavenge for parts and manufacturing parts was a 
necessity too. They werenõt pretty and their only adornment was usually a 

decal from the favored fuel used by the racer.  

In 2003 Tilton and Joe Avila had spent 5 years restoring Tildenõs òsouped 
upó jalopy and had put it on permanent loan for display in our Carriage 

Flagship  continued on page  5  
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REBUILDING MODEL -TõS ENGINE 
A COMMUNITY EFFORT  

 

Save the Date                                    

Labor day weekend                    

September 4 th , 5 th , & 6 th  2015                                

Friday , Class Reunion Dinner $31 

Saturday , Open House at     

Spanne Home and Museums    

Sunday  BBQ at Ryon Park  $12  
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In going through our files, we come across 

interesting letters written long ago, or 

newspaper interviews that we have either been 

given or that weõve clipped ourselves. 

Here is one about Walter R. Smith who 

had Smith Hardware for many years on 

the NW corner of I and Ocean, Perozzi 

Hardware succeeded that store.  In the 

beginning it was McAdam & Smith , 

with Quintin McAdam as a partner.  Later 

Smith bought out McAdam.  

òThe pioneers who moved to California from 

the Eastern States by horseback and covered 

wagon were a hardy folk who overcame 

innumerable delays and hardships to make 

their homes in the Golden State.  

But no less hardy was a boy of 15 who made 

the trip all the way from Liverpool Eng., to 

Petaluma, CA.  He crossed the continent by 

land, but never set foot in the United States 

until his boat landed in San Francisco.  

He was Walter R. Smith, who in 1891 left 

Petaluma and settled in Lompoc, where he 

started a hardware store in 1887. He died in 

1923.  His sons took charge of the store, Alden, 

Leslie Smith, and Cliff J. Smith.  There was 

another son, Robert and a daughter Marian.  

Here is his story as told to a Petaluma reporter 

in 1887:  

A YOUTHFUL TRAVELER  

A circuitous route and great tribulations as 

experienced by 15 year old, ruddy faced 

Yorkshire boy, Walter Smith, who arrived in 

this city last week:  said heõd left Liverpool Eng.  

on the 5 th  of January.  In Liverpool I naturally 

fell into the hands of steamer and railroad 

agents. They averred that the cheapest and 

most direct route to San Francisco was by 

steamer to Halifax; thence by rail to 

Vancouver.  I had no definite idea of the 

geography of the New World but was to take 

the Colonial RR to Quebec where connection 

would be made with the short, safe and swift 

Canadian Pacific RR.  

After a tempestuous voyage of 10 days on the 

Steamer Sarmantion, we landed at Halifax.  

Here in company with 4 of my fellow voyagers, 

I took the Colonial RR and reached Quebec on 

the 16 th  of January.  There we five were 

furnished tickets through to San Francisco by 

way of the Canadian Pacific.  We little 

suspected that we were being duped into 

making a complete circuit of the US to get to 

San Francisco by way of the setting sun.  

Our tribulations commenced on the long 

stretch between Montreal and Winnipeg.  Oh, it 

was cold.  The mercury got down to 60 -degrees 

below zero.  It was a terrible experience of 

almost polar 

frigidity.  About 

100 miles east of 

Winnipeg a delay 

of six hours 

occurred because 

of snow banks.  

From this on it 

became a 

continuous fight 

for mastery 

between steam 

and iron and 

snow.  

At North Bend, 

129 miles east of 

Vancouver, the 

snow overwhelmed us, we were beleaguered 6 

days.  When the blockade was raised, and this 

was only accomplished by fighting it with 

AN INTERESTING LETTER 

FROM OUR VOLUMINOUS 

FILES  
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sometimes as many as 10 engines coupled 

together, we proceeded to New West Minister 

where we took passage for Victoria.  At that 

place we suffered another delay of a week, and 

had to foot our own board bill, the officers of 

the company disavowing any responsibility for 

delays.  

On the 6 th  of Feb. we embarked on the steamer 

Mexico.  And arrived in San Francisco the 8 th .  

The following day I reached the comfortable 

and cheerful home of my cousin, Mrs. Pearce 

in Petaluma.  You can rest assured that if any 

of my brothers yet in Yorkshire conclude to 

come to California, I shall warn them against 

taking the Canadian Pacific route.  

Master Smith is a very prepossessing and 

intelligent boy for his years and from his 

graphic account of this, his first traveling 

experience, it is safe to say in after years he 

will look back as marking an important period 

in his life.ó 

By Myra Manfrina  

Picture of Walter R. Smithõs Hardware Store on the 

corner of òI ò Street and Ocean Avenue. Lilley Bldg. in 

the foreground  on the right; flagpole to the left.  

The Fabing 

Family Crest  

The family crest 

was designed by 

Alex Fabing in 

1992. In 

searching 

German records 

Alex found no 

coat of arms for 

Fabing. He 

decided to 

design one.  

{Above: Don Fading holds a hand craved wooden 

sculpture of the Fabing Family Crest made for him by 

Alex Fabing of France in 1995. Don is age 69 in this 

picture. We now have this very heavy plaque.}  

The coat of arms is to indicate the type of work 

the family was noted for. The word ôFabingõ is 

derived from the Latin word ôfaberõ which 

means ôsmithõ, such as blacksmith. 

 The three symbols in the large shield 

are horse shoes, a blacksmithõs anvil, and the 

water wheel of the grist mill.  

The small shield on the horseõs bridle has 

the Cross of Lorraine to indicate the area 

where the family originated.  

The colors, black, red and yellow are the 

tri colors of Germany: Black meaning 

òout of darknessó; Red ôthrough the 

bloodshedó and Yellow òinto the lightó. 

The scroll under the shield tells the 

family name FABING and the earliest 

confirmed date 1641 that the name was 

used.  

The design was accepted by and officially 

registered with the Bureau of Heraldry in 

Berlin, Germany.  

By Myra Manfrina  

W.R. Smithõs 

Hardware Store  

Ed note: More on the Fabing collection in the next newsletter and check  Hodge Podge online for 

color and uncropped photos �K�R�G�J�H�S�R�G�J�H�R�I�P�L�V�F�H�O�O�D�Q�\���E�O�R�J�V�S�R�W���F�R�P 


