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LOMPOR DALLEY
HISTORICAL SOGIETY
50" ANNIVERSARY

Fabing-McKay-Spanne House
207 North L Street.

Constructed in 1875 by Henry Wadsworth
Fabing. It was Lompoc’s first, two story wooden
residence. This house is now owned, maintained

and furnished by the Lompoc Valley Historical
Society as a historical house museum.

Designated City Landmark #4 in 1981.
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To celebrate and recognize the dedication of many
Historical Society members and docents, this issue
of the Hodge Podge and Legacy will be dedicated to
the 50 years of hard work and growth to develop this
organization and the Fabing-McKay-Spanne house
into the Historical Landmark we are so proud of
today.
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Funding to Refurbish Home

A trust fund was established to purchase the home
and property covering 6 city lots. Earl Calvert,
President, formed a Ways and Means committee
to seek methods of raising funds to purchase the
home. A memorial fund was established with
formal fund raising to begin at a later date.

Fabing-McKay-Spanne Families

Constructed in 1875 by Henry Wadsworth Fabing,
a harness and carriage maker and one of
Lompoc’s first blacksmiths. Much of the house
was built with redwood transported by sea, then

overland from Pt. Sal. William Woods, formerly pa

of Santa Cruz, supervised the building of the 10-
room Victorian home. The estimated cost was
$7,000. Mr. Fabing, the first fire department
foreman and a stockholder in the Lompoc Valley
Land Co., purchased farm lands and town property
adjacent to his new residence.

Henry and Amanda Fabing had three daughters
and two sons; Etta, Minnie, Lulu, George and
Frank.

In 1902, the home was purchased by William
McKay, farmer, dairyman and steamship agent,
who settled in Lompoc in 1876. The McKays had
seven daughters; Flossie, Birdie, Mamie, and twins
Loretha and Lorema and Lorraine and Louise.
Lorema died in 1891, not quite two years old.
Another twin, Louise, passed away at age 23. Mr.
McKay died in 1903. His wife remained living in
the home until her daughters were grown.

Ownership was transferred in 1910 to Nis L and
Karen Spanne. The home remained in the Spanne
family until the death of Karen in 1966. In 1888,
Spanne immigrated from Denmark, as did other
members of his family. On November 18, 1893 Nis
married Karen Anderson, also a Danish immigrant.

For 50 years Nis owned and operated Spanne
Hardware and Implement Co on So I Street. His
Pioneer Garage serviced the first three automobiles
in Lompoc.

The Spanne’s had four sons and four daughters;
Peter, George, Walter, Harold, Mia, Edna, Helen
and Lena.
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Former Descendants Reminisce

About Their Lives In The Old Home.

Mrs. Edna (Joe) Dominy; “I’m glad I was young
then. Golly, it was fun going up and down those
corridors. We only had one bathroom, and it was
downstairs. Many times we had a lot of reference
work to do at Carnegie Library (to meet our




boyfriends or girlfriends). If we arrived home late,
we would sneak into the bathroom. But our
parents’ bedroom was right across the hall and we
didn’t fool Mama any.”

“With our big family, we always had a
smorgasbord Christmas Eve. I don’t know how
she found the time, but Mama always had
something cooked to take to church besides the big
meals at home.” Edna continues.

“In January 1918, my sister Mia came down with
the scarlet fever and we were quarantined for a
month. Afterwards, we fumigated the house, but
Mama and five of us kids came down with it.
About that time our Michigan cousin, Pete Spanne,
came to visit, traveling by train down to Surf. By
then we were in the convalescent stage and we
asked permission to go meet him at the station. So
we five walked down the middle of the railroad
tracks 10 miles to Surf. On our way back, some
friends happened by in their car and we hitched a
ride on their running board.”

Loretha McKay Wright of Chula Vista: “ The house
was in good condition but the upstairs wasn’t
finished until my parents had the staircase built
and enlarged the area into four bedrooms. The
cupola was removed in 1908.”

“My oldest sister Flossie was married in the house
to William Joliff. My father passed away at home
and the funeral was held there. He farmed the
Bear Creek Ranch for a good many years,
operating a dairy at the ranch and employing a
Swiss butter maker, shipping the butter to San
Francisco. He had the first combine harvester in
the district. With a large crew of men, it required
a 24-horse team.”

Loretha continues, “He was at one time a grain
dealer, with offices where Moore’s Store is now
and was agent for the Pacific Steamship Line.”

Lester Fabing, retired City water superintendent;

“I was born in the house of my grandparents,
October, 1892, but lived there only for the first few
years of my life.”

“I remember that to get grandmother Fabing to
move down here -she called it a wilderness-my
grandpa had to build this fine house to induce her
to come down to stay.”

Reference Room Named
The Myra Huyck Manfrina
Reference Room

To begin our 50™ year celebration the Executive
Board voted to name the reference room area, “The
Myra Huyck Manfrina Reference Room”. Larry
Dimock contributed a lovely handmade wooden
sign for the outside. A dedication ceremony will be
held at the June BBQ.

Genealogy Memories
Myra Huyck Manfrina

To go back 50 years to our Historical Society’s
beginning is quite a strain on this old brain. My
first job was to do the newspaper publicity. Then
Elsa Schuyler, who was county health clerk for
Lompoc, died and her daughter Dorothy Dowse
gave us Elsa’s notebooks of Lompoc families that
she had kept, being so interested in the lineage of
the local families Ethel Horn Smith and I got the
idea of expanding and researching those families,
the dates spanning 1890 to 1940.

We began copying the records, writing letters to
family members that we knew of, asking their help
in forming a genealogical record of their particular
family. Ethel was the most prolific letter writer and
we were able to put together many of the families
histories, and also gained photographs which we
put into albums. After Ethel died her duplicate
books went to Elsie Sperber, and then in turn when
Elsie died they went to Barbara Linn. Barbara gave
them up several years ago and now they are all

2 incorporated into our files, both in albums and



filing cabinets.

The albums we got from the stationery stores, and
specifically from Lily and Lloyd Spears of
Stateside. We took the cards that were in them to
various organizations that used them for craft
work. In those days we didn’t know much about
archival preservation, so used rubber cement to
assemble them. Now the docents are busy putting
all of that into acid-free sleeves and paper.

Also the picture collection is enormous, due to the
original collection of the Lompoc Pioneer Society.
Those were in the care of Marguerite Hall, and she
passed them along to us. From the large box of
loose pictures of people and places in Lompoc, we
put them also into albums.

I'would say now that our historical society has the
largest genealogical archives, and perhaps one of
the largest picture archives of any historical
society, and many researchers who come to our
place or who write to us for information, can attest
to that.

I'have always loved to research, to help people find
answers and I still do.

Good Food and Singing
Donnie Grossi Silva

I remember Shirley McCabe Phelps singing the
entire Mickey Mouse Club song when ever the
subject came up.

When Shirley turned 90 years old she sat outside
the rest of the day with the “9¢ Something Club”,
visiting with Walt and Joe Manfrina, Glen
Schuyler and Tilden Brughelli .

Early on Elsa Douglass Sperber made the best
homemade angel food cake then topped it off with
strawberries. The apple pie brought by Joe
Manfrina was another tasty treat.

My Connection to the
Lompoc Valley Historical Society
Vance Newcomb

It was in 1966 that we were celebrating the 85
anniversary of the founding of the First Baptist
Church in Lompoc (1881). I was assisting the

church historian, Fred Robb in the process of 3

gathering information and that led to a lot of
communication with Dorothy Cutting. Dorothy
liked the way I was going about it, and after the
church celebration she invited me to join the
Historical Society (an she paid my dues).

Back in 1959 when we moved to Lompoc from San
Diego (to work at Vandenberg AFB for Convair) I
followed a family interest in the area from my
father’s visit here to view the solar eclipse at Point
Conception in 1923. Besides the eclipse observation
he had taken photos of the seven wrecked
destroyers at Point Arguello that fateful weekend.

I bought the last two copies Lundberg Stationary
had of the Tragedy at Honda.

The Historical Society, at the encouragement from
the Calverts, sent me to a “Newsletter Workshop”
in San Jose in 1974 and that resulted in the
initiation of Lompoc Legacy and also resulted in
getting Tragedy at Honda reprinted. (I met and
began negotiating with a publisher there.)

Alsoin 19741 opened Newcomb Printing which was
a blessing and a curse. It allowed me to print things
for the Baptist Church, the Historical Society and
Newcomb Genealogical stuff, but kept me far too
busy to pursue the writing I wanted to do. afI
wrote it, I could print it, but I wasn’t able todo a
lot of writing...and now the energy and “passion”
are gone.

Now my concern is to live until 2016 to attend the
graduation of my oldest great grandchild. That
year I will reach age 90. My current health issues
are not life threatening, however, 2013 was a very
bad year. With only one eye working now, this
page of text has taken its toll and I long for my

“La -Z - chair.”

I hope this has given you some insight as I look
ahead to my 88" Birthday. Each year I enlist my
local family singers to join me in singing. Last year
was really big: “REJOICE I HAVE FOUND MY
SHEEP”. This year more harmonic and subdued,
“In the garden”...”I come to the garden alone while
the dew is still on the roses:...”though the night
around me be falling...”

OLD VANCE

Decades of Work Revived Residence
By Chuck Redick, The Record Correspondent
September 24, 1992



“The fine large residence of H.W. Fabing,
blacksmith, who also farms on a large scale, looms
up in town. H.W. Fabing, formerly of Santa Clara,
has shown greater faith in Lompoc than any other
man. His residence, estimated to coast $7,000.
Would prove an ornament to any city.”

This excerpt from a story on a September
1875 issue of the Lompoc Record eventually spoke
to the dreams of three families and, later, the
Lompoc Valley Historical Society.

The Fabing-McKay-Spanne House, named
for the three families that lived there, was built by
H.W. Fabing in the early pioneer days of Lompoc.
It was built in the days when the average dwelling
was much more humble-often nothing more than
a cabin or a shack.

The town laughed and scoffed at the thought
of a large Victorian home in the middle of a barren
pasture away from the main town. The structure
was known as the “Fabing’s Folly.” said Dennis
Headrick, the Historical Society’s president.

The house, started in January 1875, was
completed to serve as the Fabing’s abode only
eight to nine months later.

In 1902, William S and Sarah Ellen McKay,
close friends of the Fabings, moved into the
residence at Walnut Avenue and L Street. The
McKays finished the upstairs rooms, built a
stairway connecting them with the downstairs,
wired the house for electricity and put in a
downstairs bathroom.

After William McKay died in 1903 and all
but two 16-year-old daughters were beginning
their lives in marriage, Mrs. McKay opted to sell
the home to Mr. and Mrs Nis (George) Spanne in
1910.

During World War I, the Spannes took in
the spouses and families of those serving their
country on the battlefront. Thin-walled partitions
were put in upstairs to accommodate the newly-
welcomed occupants.

For several decades, not much else was
done to refurbish the house, except for routine
painting. Layer upon layer of white paint
eventually covered the house, inside and out.

The Historical Society purchased the house
for $15,000 in 1968. The Society’s intent was to

save it from the wrecking ball, as it was in dire
need of repair.

Over the years, the roof has been replaced
and cosmetic surgery has been performed in many
of the rooms. Wallpaper now covers the walls in
patterns that well represent the era when the house
was in its heyday.

The wooden stairway bannister dating from
1902 is now allowed to breathe freely after years of
suffocating under layers of white paint; and
photographs, paintings and antiques collected and
donated over the years have filled the house to
make it, again, a home.

“A lot of our dream has been created by
things donated,” said Headrick. Gifts of century-
old pianos, Victrola’s, and furniture decorate the
house; and authentic cans, bottles and other
utensils help take any visitor back to the late 1800's
and early 1900's.

Each room has been refurbished to come as
close to the original as possible. A bedroom
ensemble that belonged to the McKays and Spannes
remains in the master bedroom as does a
secretary’s work desk in the parlor.

The redwood floors, once common in houses
of that time, have been covered to preserve them.

A well-tuned orchestra of volunteer have
yielded what is thought to be the equivalent tens of
thousands of dollars worth of renovations over the
years of the society’s occupation. Offerings of time,
skill and an eagerness to save Lompoc’s first
wooden two story house, have kept it full of
memories and allows anyone to journey back to a
day with the Fabings, McKays, and Spannes.
“Without all the volunteers we would not be able to
keep up with maintenance.” said Headrick.

Bricklayers, carpenters, welders, gardeners
and dozens more made the revitalization over the
years possible.

A carriage house, containing a 1908 Model
S Ford, and various modes of horse-drawn and
horseback transportation were the product of one
of these whims; as was a veritable blacksmith’s
shop, which was transformed from a garage. It
houses tools of the trade, forge.

Another idea that became a reality is the
society’s gallery, located behind the house. The
museum gallery contains all finds of local
memorabilia, including old school yearbooks,
manuscripts, a 1920 vintage kitchen and wash room
display and photographs, including one from 1920

+ that shows the farmland surrounding the house.



LOMPOC LEGACY No. 116

November, December 2013 and January 2014
Editor: Carolyn Huyck Strobel

Progress in Picture

1969 Fabing-McKay-Spanne Home

1973 The First Christmas Tree
Edna Spanne Doming, Anne Calvert,
Carolyn Vienola, Mia Spanne Callis
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1980 Anne Calvert
Trash and Treasure Sale

1971 Installing Shutters
Paul Kruger, Alden Smith, Gilbert Martin
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1981 Back Yard Area
Garage in background is the Blacksmith Shop,
center is the covered carriage area and fore-front
is the Reference Room

1989
_| Ed Everett, Joe Manfrina, Walt Manfrina,
Glenn Sch uyler

Building Covered Carriage Area

1981
Construction Begins on Reference Room

1981  Roofing the Reference Room
Gibby Martin Glenn Schuyler,
Walt Manfrina, Vic Stradiatto




Above: Elsa Sperber and Barbara Lynn

“The Strippers”
Top Right: Mary and Lil Jansson
Bottom Left : Carrol Paaske
Bottom Right : Beverly Preece




1992 Baby’s Room
Furnishing the baby’s room is progressing. Dot Reed stripped the paint from the
marble topped chest to find beautiful oak.




Karen’s Chronicles

At the dawn of a New Year we can look back at
many positive changes made in the past twelve
months and looking forward to the year ahead
which is the 50" anniversary of our Historical
Society!

December’s Holiday Dinner attended by 70
people featured Willard Thompson and his new
book, “Keepers of the Light”, and an excellent
dinner by Pastor Doug Conley. Thanks to all who
assisted with this function.

The holiday house decorations this year were a
huge success, especially with the Lompoc Hospital
Foundation tour bringing over 240 people
through the doors on December 8. Decorating the
home starts in September with Ardeane Eckert in
charge, but assisted by many others, including
John Larson, Bob Manfrina, Rodney Eckert,
Alexis Lezama, Rose Roberts, Donnie Silva, Lyla
Sechrest, Jesse James, Nancy Williams, and
Eileen Negus. Now, Ardeane will be decorating
the house for Springtime!

The historical society has been very blessed with
some wonderful donations this fall. Robert Frank
and the estate of Todd Leonard made extremely
generous donations. Also the Helen Grossman
estate contributed lovely display cabinets. As a
result the Museum will be redesigned starting
with a ceiling in the building. However, anyone
with a talent for display or arrangement would
really be appreciated, please volunteer. Right now
a floor plan and design is needed. The exhibits
will be redesigned and some new ones added. Due
to the drought, plans for the south lawn are on
hold.

The reference room has been assisting many
researchers. Kathy Conti, Chumash Museum
director just completed a fishing exhibit and the
Santa Ynez Chumash sent us $200. Union Bank is
updating their new look featuring a huge photo of
the Lompoc Valley and smaller pictures, and JH
Drum Associates contributed $600.00 for our help
on that project.

Kam Jacoby’s working on a possible publication
about Lompoc’s saloons, bars, etc from the early
days, and Jack Carmean, Lompoc Theater

Project publicity chair, compiled old Theater
photos and would appreciate any and all that
people may have, along with their theater
remembrances.

From the Treasurer’s Desk
Jeannette Miller Wynne

Here we are in the year 2014! Time to look at the
activities we have planned for the year ahead.
We’re pretty predictable, so the list won’t
surprise you too much!

First up is the March 10th Spring dinner at New
Life Church. We always have a great meal and a
special speaker is planned. You will find the
reservation form in this newsletter. Please have
your reservations in the mail so I receive them by
March 1*,

The June BBQ under the pergola at the Fabing-
McKay-Spanne House will be announced soon.
We’re beginning to plan the annual class reunion
dinner at the Elks Lodge. The date is set for
Friday, August 29" and the Picnic is Sunday,
August 31*! That concludes Labor Day weekend
events!

Reservation forms will begin in future newsletters
for those events later in the year. Mark these
dates on your calendars now so you don’t miss
any of the fun gatherings! Questions? Call me
(805) 737-1170.

IMPORTANT NOTICE TO MEMBER

Each year our organization is required to file
various forms with Federal, State, and County
agencies. Even though we are a non-profit
organization, we are required by law to file
information returns as well as submit filing fees to
some. All of these forms are available to our
members upon request. The current forms cover
our Fiscal Year 9-1-13 to 8-31-14. Please contact
me if you wish to view our Federal or State
Information Returns.




COMING EVENTS
MARK YOUR CALENDAR

March Quarterly Dinner

**Reservation Flyer In This Issue**
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NVEW MEMBERS
Nov, Dec 2013, Jan 2014
William Sudbrink &Kathryn Howard
Sue Cook Denise Riegel
Jim & Helen Rudolph
George & Al Rita Meyer
Rick & Brooke Mathis
David & Sandra Sanders
TOTAL MEMBERS 471
November, December 2013 and January 2014
E. W.Cox Larry Manfrina
Oscar Cook  Betty Palmer

Ida Cagianet Keith Wright
Lloyd Cole
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Non-Member Memorials
Andrea Cabral Taylor
Dolores Hooker
Ralph Good

Executive Board
Karen Paaske - President
Ardeanne Machado Eckert - 1" Vice President
Harvey Wynne - 2" Vice President
Debbie Schuyler Manfrina - Secretary
Jeannette Miller Wynne - Treasurer
Julie McLaughlin- Corresponding Secretary
Directors:

Barbara Mundell Cabral, Edward Everett,
Maury Hoag, Myra Huyck Manfrina, Dan Dutra,
Rose Machado Roberts, Readon “Donnie” Grossi

Silva, Carolyn Huyck Strobel, Jesse Jones,
Brian Donelson, Irma Gadway,
Lyla Sechrest, Don Fletcher, Jan Webb

*FOR SALE*

The Lompoc Historical Society has a selection of
publications, books, pamphlets and various
historical items for sale in the Reference Room at
the Fabing-Mc Kay-Spanne House, 207 No L St
and at T & T Sweet Repeats, 110 W Ocean Ave in
Myra Huyck Manfrinas vendor space.

WALT MANFRINA CELEBRATES HIS
100™ BIRTHDAY
FEBRUARY 4™

Maple School on Floradale Avenue 1923

Walt is standing in the front row 4 from the left
and he is barefoot!

Happy Birthday Walt!!

Happy Birthday

Walt Manfrina!!



CMarch Quarterly GDinner
CMarch 10, 2014
New Life Christian Church
816 <No C &t

GDoors open at Gpm
Dinner Served at 645 pm
$20.00 per person

Reservation Deadline March 1st
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NDoor Prizes
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Return this portion with your check

RESERVATIONS MUST BE IN OUR HANDS BY March 1, 20714

Name of each person
Address
Phone#

Mail reservation with check to LVHS, PO BOX 88, Lompoc, CA 93438



Lompoc Valley Historical Society, Inc.
PO BOX 88
Lompoc, CA 93438

1964 - 2014
LOMPOC HISTORICAL SOCIETY
CELEBRATING OUR 50™ ANNIVERSARY

Calendar
OPEN HOUSES AND WORK DAYS
FOR THE NEXT THREE MONTHS
All dates and times are open for tours and research
Each Monday and Thursday during the month
except National Holidays:
8:30 am to 11:00 am

Open Houses - Fourth Saturday of the Month:
10:00 am to 1:00 pm

February 22
March 22
April 26
Lynn Clock usually plays the Aeolian Organ at the
Saturday Open House

Mark Your Calendar
March Dinner - Information Inside
Find us on the internet at www.LompocHistorv.org
and Facebook at www.facebook.com then search
Lompoc Valley Historical Society.
Inquiries may be left at these locations
Lompoe Valley Historical Society, Inc
Lompoc, California

Non Profit Organization
U.S. POSTAGE PAID
Permit No. 16

Lompoc, CA 93436

I WISH TO JOIN THE SOCIETY - I am enclosing $
in payment for the year
MARK CLASS OF MEMBERSHIP
*ANNUAL DUES*
Single Membership - $25.00
Family Membership : (in household) $35.00
Sustaining: person or group offering monetary support
without participation in activities:
Individual - $50.00 and Groups - $100.00
Patron and Businesses, etc. - $250.00
Junior Membership - Under Age 18 - $5.00
*LIFETIME MEMBERSHIP*
Individual - $250.00
Family - $350.00
Organization - $500.00
*MEMORIAL CONTRIBUTIONS*
Special memorials may be made in the name of a deceased
person in any dollar amount.

Please give year of birth and death for that person.
Include name and address for deceased family members.
Please mail with check to:

Lompoc Valley Historical Society, Inc.

PO BOX 88, Lompoc, CA 93438
PHONE 805 735-4626



