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As a youngster Vance
was a newspaper boy in
& Santa Cruz. He sold the
i papers for 5 cents and
&  carned 2 cents of that. If
%" he was hungry the
" butcher shop was at the
end of the block and he
bought a weiner! This
. picture was taken in the
summer because he
never wore shoes that
time of year!

A Cribute To Fance Nowoomb

By Dennis Headrick, past president

Vance Newcomb, long time Historical Society
Board member and editor of the Lompoc
Legacy, has retired from the board of directors.
Vance started the Legacy in 1974 as the
Historical Society’s quarterly newsletter. Little
did anyone know he would continue producing
that publication for 39 years.

At Board meetings, he would report his
research progress for upcoming issues of the
Legacy, sharing obscure, interesting and
sometimes scandalous facts that he discovered
during that research. His research often was so
extensive, that he assembled enough See ya around!!
information to create several issues about the
subject at hand. Vance shared his passion for
history with the rest of us on the board and
inspired us with his boundless energy. His
excitement showed in his voice, his smile, his
eyes and his gestures as he shared his historical
finds like a giddy child. His research was
thorough and as accurate as it could be,
considering the nature of historical reference
material. If he encountered conflicting
information, he would dig deeper until he could
substantiate his findings or use his wider
knowledge of period history to fill in the blanks.

Maxine and Vance
| 66 Years

A few years back, Vance looked forward to the
milestone of creating Lompoc Legacy #100. He
reached that milestone and surpassed it handily,
continuing on, never losing momentum.

He has now decided that the time has come to
let someone else carry the torch. It will indeed
be difficult to keep that torch lit.

Thank you, Vance, for 39 years of helping us
discover and document Lompoc’s colorful
history. We couldn’t have done it without you!



OCEAN PARK NEWS 1899 - 1935

RAILROAD SPUR
April 1899
Work begins on a rail road spur from Surf to
Lompoc.

February 1900

A contract was filed between the Southern Pacific
RR Company and F. W. Maurice for a passenger and
freight depot at Surf where the Lompoc spur joins
the main line. The contract was for $3,000.

LOMPOC JUNCTION

June 1913

Changing the name Surf to Lompoc Junction
was seriously discussed by the people of the
town. We believe the suggestion to be a good
one. The changing of the name is something the
Chamber of Commerce should take up. A
petition to the Southern Pacific RR would
probably do the work.

October 1914

Surf will be changed to Lompoc Junction was the
news brought by Superintendent of the Coast
Division of Southern Pacific company.

The changing of the name to Lompoc Junction
will be of greatest value to Lompoc as an
advertising medium, situated as we are off the
main line. The change is the result of the efforts
of our local Chamber of Commerce.

1916

Lompoc has cause for congratulation on the fact
that there will soon be a fine car track leading
from town to the main line at Lompoc Junction.

Foremen of the work crew began the laying of
the steel rails that are to replace the old iron ones
now used

ALOHA BEACH

January 1926

The town of Surf which consists of a depot and
section house, several box car residences and a
grocery stere may someday become a sea side
resort of importance and attract lots of people.

June 1926

Title has at last been secured to land near Surf
beach for a proposed town site to be called
Aloha Beach. The site of the town would be on
a mesa overlooking the ocean. Lompoc’s
ocean frontage is now being advertised to the
world as Aloha Beach. Billboards were erected
on the state highway north and south which
show an attractive beach scene and invite
travelers to inspect the subdivision.

ELECTRICITY AT SURF

March 1928

Surf is being wired for electricity. Kerosene
lamps and lanterns are soon to be a thing of the
past as far as the litile railroad station
settlement is concerned. The store is already
wired and using electricity and it is rumored
that the S.P. station itself will scon be wired.

The Aloha Beach development company is
responsible for bringing electricity to Surf.

The development company brought the power
lines to its tract back at Surf which will soon to
be laid out for a town site. With the power
lines so close it was not an expensive move te
have the lines taken into the buildings at Surf.

CANVAS COVERED CANOE CAPSIZED

August 1935

While riding the breakers with his canvas
covered canoe Jim Hapgood and his boat were
swamped. The canoe sank and in all possibility
Jim would have perished had it not been for
the efforts of Billy Fortney, Jr. Young Fortney
was in the surf also, attempting to hold the
oat’s nose into the waves but a rip tide changed
the attempt. The water was only about four
feet deep but the rip tides and undertow made
it almost impossible for the boys to obtain a
footing and as Billy said, “It looked mighty
scaly for both of us for a little while, but we
finally made it.” The canoe washed ashore
about 1/4 mile south of the river and was
brought back to the park waters by Charles
Howerton. The incident occurred at the mouth
of the Santa Ynez River about a quarter mile
from the railroad bridge.



Karen’s Chronicles

Pioneer weekend featured a large crowd at the
Elks, the Historical society opened Saturday and
a BBQ Sunday at Ryon Park. Had great turnouts
for all events. Babe Short, class of ’32 was the
oldest Lompoc High Alumni attending the Friday
night dinner.

Around the Historical society, there are lots of
various happenings. A new heater was installed in
the house last week replacing a very old and
dangereus one. Harvey and Jesse reconfigured
the small storage room with shelves and
wallboard. The U.S. Coast Guard has “loaned” us
a very rare item, an oil butt bench from Pt.
Conception. This hefty item, made of cast iron,
originally in the lighthouse, was lifted by
helicopter and delivered to us by the Coast
Guard. The top has no legs, so Dan Dutra is
leading a team to create a display rack for it.
According to the Coast Guard Curator, Arlyn
Danielson, “Original, old, lighthouse oil butts
benches are VERY rare. We are happy you are
providing it with a new home.” Searching for
someone who can help us design and implement
the garden area for the south lawn.

Our special thanks to Vargas Jewelry Store for
engraving our memorial name plaques free of
charge. Please support those businesses that
support your local non-profits.

Recently, I took the Santa Barbara Botanic
Garden trip with Steve Junak on the special
domed car, Silver Splendor, from Santa Barbara
to San Luis Obispo and return. Steve provides
narration on the history, sights, flora and fauna of
the area. This is a great way to see some remote
areas of our coast, and alse can be done just using
the Surfliner train.

Sadly, Vance Newcomb has resigned from the
board. Vance has written the “Legacy” column
since its inception, giving us an amazing resource
to use for generations. Carolyn Huyck Strobel is
taking over these pages along with her current
job as editor.

Welcoming new board members this year-- Don
Fletcher, Lyla Sechrest and Jan Webb.

There will be special Open House dates for the
Holidays, Nov. 29, 30, Dec. 7, 14.

The House is also slated to be on the Hospital
Foundation Tour December 8.

Hours are 10am to 1pm. Bring your out of town
guests! Ardeane Eckert, Lyla Sechrest, and Rose
Roberts have been decorating since September.

Wishing all of you the very happiest of holidays!

From the Treasurer’s Desk
Jeannette Miller Wynne

First of all, thanks to all our members who pay
their dues on an annual basis for renewing your
membership in a timely manner! I know it can be
strange paying dues in September, but that’s the
way our fiscal year is set up.

The next member gathering is the annual
Christmas dinner on Monday, December 9"at
6pm. Please have your money mailed to me by
Saturday, November 30". You can find the
dinner reservation form elsewhere in this
newsletter. Thanks for getting your reservations
in on time! It’s always fun to see how Pastor Doug
has decorated the facility, enjoy a great meal
together and a guest speaker.

Lastly, if you wish to make a tax-deductible
donation to the society this year, make sure it is
postmarked by December 31%. We really
appreciate your donations. If you have any
questions, please contact me at (805)737-1170 or
email: cybernana@yverizon.net. Ary mail should
be sent to P.O.Box 88, Lompoc 93438.

*FOR SALE*
The Lompoc Historical Society has a
selection of publications, books,
pamphlets and various historical items for
sale in the Reference Room at the
Fabing—-Mc Kay—Spanne House, 207 No L
St and at T' & T Sweet Repeats, 110 W
Ocean Ave in Myra Huyck Manfrinas
vendor space.



THE SURF STEPS
Built to aide visitors over the
train tacks on their way to the
ocean..

LOOKING EAST
ACROSS THE TRAIN
TRACKS.

Center building s
Morinini Mercantile.

| Slightly visible at the far
 right is the Aloha Beach
§ and Community building.
| The buildings were in the
! same location at the train
depot.

Photo is pre 1940.

. MODEL T RACING
: A favorite past time a Surf.



COMING EVENTS
MARK YOUR CALENDAR

December 9" Quarterly Dinner

**Reservation Flyer In This Issue**
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NVEW MEMBERS

August, September, October 2013
Total Membership 472
Jacquelyn Roberts
E T
Memerart Conirndbutions
August, September October 2013
Oscar Cook 1922 - 2013
Mae Sumter Holloway 1918 - 2013
Grace Cooper
Jean Sobey Sudden 1917 - 2013
Dean Houk 1925 -2013
Non-Member Memorials
Ralph Good Jr. 1923 - 2013
David Oliyeria 1941 - 2013
Dot Collar 1926 - 2013
Horace Snow 1927 - 2013

Executive Board
Karen Paaske - President
Ardeanne Machado Eckert - 1™ Vice President
Harvey Wynne - 2™ Vice President
Debbie Schuyler Manfrina - Secretary
Jeannette Miller Wynne - Treasurer
Julie McLaughlin- Corresponding Secretary
Directors:
Barbara Mundell Cabral, Edward Everett,
Maury Hoag, Myra Huyck Manfrina, Dan Dutra,

Rose Machado Roberts, Readon “Donnie” Grossi
Silva, Carolyn Huyck Strobel, Jesse Jones,

Brian Donelson, Irma Gadway,

Lyla Sechrest, Don Fletcher, Jan Webb

HOLIDAY OPEN HOUSE SCHEDULE
Historical Society Holiday Open House
10am to 1pm
Refreshments will be served
Friday, November 29
Saturday, November 30
Saturday, December 7
Saturday, December 14

HOLDIAY CLOSURE

Except for the scheduled open houses, the
Historical Society house, reference room and
grounds will be closed

November 25, 2013 thru January 6, 2014

The Fabing—McKay-Spanne House
is scheduled for the

Hospital Foundation Tour December 8

Owl Café Interior
100 Block So H Street
Seated is Ma Gross, Owner

The Owl Café was started in the early
1930's by Leonard (Uncle Flea) Sechrest
and Slim Zimmerman. The Café was then

sold to Ma Gross who operated it until
being purchased by Jasper Wygal in the
late 1940's. A door was installed, seen at

the back left side of the picture,
connecting with Jaspers Bar so customers
would be about to go back and forth.



