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Lompoc Valley Chamber of Commerce
Compiled from a booklet written by Dennis Headrick
Covering the years 1903 to 2003

Chamber of Commerce Members Creed
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The “Chamben Croed” from 1906

The research into the history of the
Lompoc Valley Chamber of Commerce revealed
that, in the early days before the Chamber had
an official office records were passed from
President to President. The Chamber office was
unofficially located in the offices or homes of
each year’s president. In 1939 the telephone
directory included a listing for the Chamber of
Commerce at 200 South H Street, the Carnegie
Building,

The first recorded president of the
Chamber of Commerce was H. S. Rudelph,
Lompeoc’s first Mayor. In 1876 Mr Rudolph, a
prominent businessman, established Rudolph’s
Store. Rudolph was respected throughout the
community and his voice and leadership
represented all of Lompoc’s business concerns.

In the early 1900's the Chamber
concentrated itself with road improvement,
lobbying for paving city streets as well as the dirt
highways leading into town. Chamber of
Commerce Secretary Arthur Balaam, in 1909,
called a mass meeting to discuss the creation of a
road district out of Lompoc.

In the early years of the Chamber the
newspaper devoted front page space to the
activities of the Chamber of Commerce. Their
activities were highly visible and the Chamber
became a political power in lobbying for “good
roads” in Lompoc and the county. The
Chamber wielded more power than the City
Trustees which resulted in new City ordinances.



Ohirley Elaine Nc Cabe Phelps
Ghank You Shirley

Shirley and her long time friend Carrol
Paaske dressing a manakin.
Photo taken in 1985.

A whirlwind - that described Shirley
McCabe Phelps. Shirley served on the Historical
Society Board of Directors and volunteered her
time freely in the reference room for many years.
She rarely missed a workday or an open house
day. It was difficult to keep up with her. She had
a brisk walk, a sharp mind and a knack for
engaging everyone in interesting conversation.
She was never at a loss for words, nor was she
reluctant to share her memories of growing up in
Lompoc. She named people in unidentified
photos and reminisced about people and events
featured in yellowed newspaper articles. She
remembered things in great detail. All you had to
do was mention a name or an event, then stand
back while Shirley regaled you with stories. When
she turned 90, she was proud. She said, "Now I
can sit outside with the others," referring to the
unofficial group of 90 year-olds seated outside
the reference room, holding court, greeting
visitors and sharing stories.
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By Dennis Headrick

Many years ago, a group of Historical
Society volunteers tackled the renovation of
the Spanne bedroom in the Fabing-McKay-
Spanne house. I entered the bedroom to find
Mary MecCabe Miller, Elsie Douglass
Sperber, Evelyn Murray Brandon and
Shirley on ladders removing layers of
wallpaper from the walls. All were dressed
in black garbage bags, with holes cut for
their heads and arms. They were like giddy
little girls -- giggling and laughing. They
seemed to thoroughly enjoy the messy job of
stripping wallpaper. So, it was only natural
to refer to this group of women as the
Historical Society strippers. I reminded
Shirley of that day many years later as she
became the sole survivor of the strippers.
She flashed that wonderful smile and simply
said, "Oh Dennis," all the while laughing at
that memory. It seems she enjoyed a good
joke, too.

I remember Shirley's parents and
their love for the Lompoc Valley. They set a
wonderful example. Shirley's passion
obviously came from them. She shared it
with her kids, friends, fellow volunteers at
the Historical Society and with visitors to the
reference room.

Shirley will certainly be missed at
every workday and open house. Her passion
and family legacy lives on, however, through
all the work she did preserving bits of
Lompoc history. She will also, of course, live
on in our hearts and memories.

Thank you Shirley,
for being a bright spot in our lives.



Merchants Extend Credit to Farmers

Early merchants extended credit to
farmers with the agreement that when crops
were harvested, their debt would be paid in full.
This article was found in the July 7, 1909
Lompoc Journal, “At the regular meeting of the
Lompoc Merchants’ Association Tuesday evening,
in the town hall, a lively discussion ensued relative
to the merits and demerits of the organization and
whether the co-operation of the business men in
the matter of discrediting chronic dead-beats and
slow-pay customers had worked good or ill. The
members were not a unit on the question, but the
majority of those present felt that the association
was gradually bringing about a better state of
affairs and solving the problem of collecting their
bills within a reasonable length of time.

It must be borne in mind that the
merchants of Lompoc have not combined to raise
prices nor to wield the “black list” as a “big stick”.
They are simply using the methods adopted by
other associations of the kind in the state mutually
to protect themselves from the out-and-out
swindler, and the other kind, that can pay, but
would rather wait till after the millennium to settle
up. There are many such honest folks whose bills
endure through the ages who are “perfectly good”
but are slower than “Adam’s off ox.”

Against such as these the merchants are
organized, for bad customers make bad business
and ultimate bankruptcy. They intend to use every
rightful power in their hands to place themselves
and their customers on a sane and sensible
relationship. In other words, they are going to
collect their bills, and they mean business.”

CHAMBER OFFICE LOCATIONS

The first listing for a Chamber office location in the
telephone directory was 1939. Following is a list of the
Chamber of Commerce office addresses:

1939 200 South H Street (the Carnegie building)
1942 114 2 North H Street (Theater building)
1945 Maple Avenue and North J Street
1947 117 7z North H Street
1948 Walnut Avenue and North H Street
1949- 1954

103 East Ocean Avenue (Security Bank)
1955-1963

110 North H Street
1964 119 East Cypress Avenue (Art Gallery)
1986 111 South J Street - present location

Chamber Awards

The Chamber developed Man ana
Woman of the Year awards the first being
named in 1962, This award is to honor
those who are outstanding members of our
community by making contributions to
Lompoc Valley.

Volunteer of the Year began in
1996 and is awarded to an individual
who serves the Chamber in a variety of
volunteer capacities. Organizations,
such as the Chamber of Commerce would
cease to operate without the aid of many
volunteers. :

In 1996 the Small Business
Excellence Award began recognizing
businesses who have shown involvement in
the community and who are dedicated to
continual business development.

Chamber Projects 1903 - 2003

Good roads in and around Lompoc.

Paving of City streets and roads leading into
tfown.

Numbering of businesses and houses and mail
carrier service

Improving passenger train service

Installation of city sewer system

Annual Fourth of July parade and rodeo

Establishment of Rodeo Assn.

Encouraged City purchase of Light and Power
enferprise.

Marketing of Lompoc with advertisement

Support of Lompoc farmers

Continual support of merchants and

improvements of business practices

Favored construction of a hospital and expanded
airport

Established and ran Flower Festival

Began Friday night Farmers Markets

Started Leadership Lompoc Valley program

Began Youth Leadership Lompoc Valley

Continual support for downtown revitalization

Continued advocacy for economic development

Co-sponsorship with the Park and Rec Dept of

the annual Children’s Christmas Parade

Co-sponsor mural-in-a-day project

Introduced Olde Town Fair and annual bed races



Raren's Chronicles

Attendance at the holiday party was terrific and hope all enjoyed themselves and
the music of Glen Newcomb and his family. The March meeting will again be a served
meal, so hope you will be able to attend.

The project to Preserve Old Lompoc Newspapers currently has $1651 of the
$7400 needed to microfilm and digitize both newspapers. Right now we have funding
to microfilm the Lompoec Journal. A Very big THANK YOU for donations made by
Nora Wallace, Mary Mamalakis, John Fritsche, Barbara Shapiro, David Petry, Jan
Martinez, Myra Manfrina, Jeff Geiger, Norma Gillingham, Catherine Rudolph, Barry
& Debbie Manfrina, Jim & Esther Sloan, Carrol & Karen Paaske, Steve Junak,
Bradley Beal, Michael Johnson, James Dutra, Wilson & Betty Burrill. The raffle Basket
at the Christmas dinner raised $275.00. Thank you to all who bought chances. A very
big thank you to Teresa Prewitt, of Leaven Heaven, for donating certificates for fresh
bread which earned extra money for the project. She can be contacted at
surfrunr@earthlink.net or 567-5918. Teresa also brought cookies and scones to the
reference room volunteers and they were to die for! She is a baker extraordinaire!

Patricia Salzani, a recent Columbia graduate, received a Santa Barbara
Foundation grant, and is restoring the oral histories recorded by the Historical Society
and Lompoc Museum in the 1980's to digital and transcribing many that were never
done. She needs assistance with transcriptions, so if you would like to volunteer please
contact me.

I've been working with John McReynold's on his new book, "World Famous
Jalama," soon to be published, and it has been enlightening to learn about the history
and people of that very unique area. Alpha Club also recently published "Her Story,"
a history of the club started in Lompoc in 1898. "Reminiscences of Early California,"
by Dari OreF1a, written in 1932 and recently published by T. Wilson Dibblee Hoyt, his
great-grandson is another fascinating book about our area.

Please make a donation!
Contributions to the Preserve Old Lompoc Newspaper Fund

Name Amount
Address

Make checks payable to the
Lompoc Valley Historical Society PO Box 88, Lompoc CA 93438
All contributions are tax deductible.
Return this slip with your donation. Thank You
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If yard work was the task of the day, the ladies
rolled up their sleeves and got to work. Nellie
Sperber, Carrol Paaske and Shirley, 1987.

Shirley stripping floors.
Work was never too hard for her.

Lunch in the kitchen

Shirley, Carrol Paaske, Myra Manfrina, Bob Lower, Virgil Phelps.
ork. Thank You All!

of the Fabing-McKay-Spanne house after a long day of restoration w:




If yard work was the task of the day, the ladies
rolled up their sleeves and got to work. Nellie
Sperber, Carrol Paaske and Shirley, 1987.

Shirley stripping floors.
Work was never too hard for her.

Shirley, Carrol Paaske, Myra Manfrina, Bob Lower, Virgil Phelps. Lunch in the kitchen
of the Fabing-McKay-Spanne house after a long day of restoration work. Thank You All!




Cachuma where there is no problem because
swimming is reserved exclusively for sheep and
cattle). It will take cooperation from the
county’s park department.

June 19, 1958

A second attempt to plug the mouth of the
Santa Ynez river and raise the level of water in
the Ocean Park lagoon was under way yester-
day.

The river mouth was plugged last Friday but
washed out when the water level raised. This
time, overflow culverts have been installed.

Ed Ingram, who is in charge of the project for
the Lompoc Boat and Ski club, said they hope to
raise the level by 2% feet. This will be sufficient
for launching boats and water skiing while at the
same time protecting the new beach areas
around the lagoon.

Late June 1958

“Regatta Cancelled when River Fails to Stop
Flowing” — Headline, Lompoc Record

Mother nature declined to cooperate and as a
result the regatta originally scheduled as part of
the Flower Festival had to be cancelled.

The Santa Ynez river, usually dry as a bone
at this time of year, is continuing to flow. The
result is that the mouth of the river has remained
open and the lagoon on which the regatta was to
have been held had failed to form.

This has meant disappointment for the
Lompoc Boat and Ski club, sponsors of the
regatta, but the flowing river means higher water
table for the valley.

July 1958

Representatives of Lompoc’s Boat and Ski
club met with the County Park Commission
Tuesday to request a speed-up on Ocean Park
improvements and the institution of safety pre-
cautions for swimmers in the lagoon.

Holiday and week end crowds have over-
taxed the parks facilities and the danger of
swimmers being hit by speed boats and water
skiers has increased accordingly.

The Lompoc representatives were advised
that the $17,000 in State funds is available for
immediate action on an improvement program
but State approval of plans on a boat ramp has
not yet been received. As a result the entire
program — including the rest rooms and parking
facilities, on which approval has been received,
is being delayed.

See 1960 “Ocean Park Dedication” below

Feb. March 1959

“About Town” by Dick Anderson

It is almost pathetic to view local fisherman
down at Surf nowadays. They are restricted to a
small span of beach directly in front of the
station — probably not more than 200 yards of
sand. The situation is not due to the fault of any
group in particular; it is just circumstance.
Where once the aspiring angler could take off
down the beach and walk clear down to Gaviota
if he desired, now he is cooped up on this small
strip of beach. The area is usually jammed with
fishermen and they have to be pretty cautious
where they wind up with that cast. Alas the
pains of progress.

June 17 1960

Mr. and Mrs. Harold Cutting have given their
cabin at Ocean Park to the County for public
use. This gift, initiated by the Lompoc Valley
Boat and Ski club, was accepted by the Board of
Supervisors after the letter from the Cuttings
was presented to them.

This building, which will fall under the
supervision of George Page, Park Ranger will be
used by recognized organizations during the
hours the park is open to the public.

Feb. 1, 1962

Ocean Park Temporarily Dried up

Boat launching facilities at Ocean Park were
left high and dry when a channel was cut from
the mouth of the Santa Ynez river to the ocean
at Surf recently.

When flood waters from last weeks’ rains
began to back up in the lagoon, county crews cut
the cannel through the sand to prevent flooding
of the park area. Since that time the high tides
have begun to build up a sand bar, allowing
waters from the Santa Ynez river to back up into
the inlet.

More extremely high and rough tides will
continue to add to the sand bar, returning the
park to its popular use as a recreational boat
launching area. The area may be useable again
by Sunday, said the operators of the county
facility.

Steelhead will be prevented from entering the
river. Anglers will most probably have to wait
for more wet weather before the steelhead make
an appearance. It is noted that there at one time
there was a large amount of fishing activity
during the steelhead season



J. O. Graton brought a cook stove to his
Ocean Park cabin Saturday. With him were
George Franz, A. J. Graton and Chester Jacobs.
It would take a hefty stove to balk these four
huskies.

Mrs. Otto Salzman and children, Alora,
Nancy Ann and Edward of Lompoc and Miss
Dorothy Doty of Santa Barbara, picnicked at
Ocean Park Friday.

Virgil Hodges was an angler who tried for
perch on the beach here Friday.

Dave Winans brought Jack Frick of Santa
Maria on Saturday. Jack made a brief visit to
his aunt, Mrs. Hattie Tolladay who is occupying
the Frick cabin at present.

A Santa Barbara lady was clearing the table
after a recent Sunday picnic. Her butcher knife
was missing and after a fruitless search, she
enlisted the aid of the caretaker, emphasizing at
the same time that her own eyesight was good.
After a few minutes of luke warm looking the
caretaker started to walk away. He stepped on
something and stooping picked up the missing
knife. “Mama” said her seven-year-old
daughter, “I think big feet are better than bright
eyes.”

Mrs. Olga Gilbert and daughter and Mrs.
Alma Learned and sons picnicked here Sunday
The youngsters enjoyed George Learned’s new
boat!

Arthur Hapgood and family of Lompoc, and
Mrs. Hapgood’s sister Mr. Edna Cunnngham
and daughter Shirley of Santa Maria spent
Saturday afternoon in the park.

Mrs. Anna Moore, Mr. and Mrs. Howard
Moore and children and two of Ermest Moore’s
children dined at the Moore cabin at the Park on
Sunday.

William Proud and children, Mr. and Mrs.
George F. Kimbel and family and Beatrice
Ohler. E. Manfrina, Thelma Morehart, Albert
Canfield, Joe Ostini and Joe Guerra were few
more of our Sunday visitors.

H. B. Taylor, a geologist with the seaboard
Exploration company that has leased Ocean Park
for oil prospecting, was visitor here Sunday. He
believes indications are good for an oil strike
here. A little oil here on troubled waters of the
lagoon might speed up the row boats, but history
shows that “Miss Lompoc”, “Humdinger” and
“If, Lompoc’s champion speed boats that cruise

here occasionally, are already slick enough for
all competitors.

Mrs. L. B. Sidston, Maryce and Barbara
Cleaves and Marion Howerton spent Labor Day
at Ocean Park.

Mrs. Paul Fox of Santa Maria and Mrs. Will
Hounshell of Lompoc visited with Miss Hattie
Tolladay at Frick cabin here Monday.

Mrs. H. E. Hutton and Alice Eleanor were
short stop visitors here on Monday.

R. H. Strong and L. A. Page of Bicknell,
were anglers here Wednesday. Mr. Strong owns
the long red canoe that is occasionally seen
passing through Lompoc.

Tuesday night was cloudless and fogless
which is very unusual for Ocean Park. The sun
rose bright and clear Wednesday and remained
that way most of the day.

Several hundred wild ducks have already
arrived at the lower Santa Ynez river. We dislike
telling this, as both law-abiding and lawless
hunters read this column occasionally. However
some of the latter class already know about it,
judging by the bombardment that has already
occurred. Perhaps some game warden may also
read it.

William Bailey of Lompoc and A. Swanson
of Sunnyvale were Ocean Park visitors
Wednesday. An expert angler, Mr. Swanton
wanted to test his skill on the steelhead trout of
the Santa Ynez river.

June 1957

Crowds Attracted By Water Skiers at Ocean
Park. Sunday’s warm weather again brought
out Lompoc’s water ski enthusiasts in force. An
estimated 300 cars visited the Ocean Park
lagoon during the day to observe the speed boats
and skiers.

Plans for a regatta is to be held in connection
of the Lompoc Flower Festival June 22-23 are
now being completed by the Boat and Ski club.
June 1957

CAUTION FLAG . .. We're expecting any
day to be reporting that some youngster has lost
an arm or a leg while swimming in the Ocean
Park lagoon. Swimmers and high-powered speed
boats are a dangerous mixture, particularly in an
area so confined as the lagoon. Our town’s boat
enthusiasts and water skiers have the right idea.
They want to bouy off a swimming area and
have some traffic controls on boats. This is
standard practice on lakes everywhere (except



MIRCH DINMER
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March 12, 2012
New Life Christian Center & Academy
816 N. C St

*** 6pm sovial time***6.30 pm dinner served *** £20 00 per person***
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Program

An Armehair Tour of Santa Cruz 1sland
by Steve Junak

*** RESERVATIONS DUE BY MARCH 1, 2012*+*

RESERVATION FORM
DETACH AND RETURN WITH YOUR CHECK
March Quarterly Dinner
RESERVATIONS DUE BY March 1, 2012

NAME OF EACH GUEST ATTENDING
PHONE NUMBER AND EMAIL ADDRESS
NUMBER OF PERSONS ATTENDING $ 20.00 EACH

Mail Check Payable to Lompoc Valley Historical Society, PO BOX 88, Lompoc, CA 93438
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Feb. March 1959

“About Town” by Dick Anderson

It is almost pathetic to view local fisherman
down at Surf nowadays. They are restricted to a
small span of beach directly in front of the
station — probably not more than 200 yards of
sand. The situation is not due to the fault of any
group in particular; it is just circumstance.
Where once the aspiring angler could take off
down the beach and walk clear down to Gaviota
if he desired, now he is cooped up on this small
strip of beach. The area is usually jammed with
fishermen and they have to be pretty cautious
where they wind up with that cast. Alas the
pains of progress.

Fri. Jan. 29, 1965
SOMETHING ABOUT NOTHING
By Ken Adam

(Now regarding Aloha Beach)...To prove the
worthiness and safeness of the beach three of the
best swimmers in the world were hired to come
in and demonstrate. We will never forget it.
They almost drowned and to a person fled to the
beach as rapidly as they could. The great
promotion was shot down in flames when,

before the eyes of potential buyers of beach
frontage, the imported experts became terrified.

Later when the Army and then the Air Force
took over they posted signs naming the beach
dangerous and out of bounds. Of course they
should have because for all its beauty only a
superman could survive that beach’s undertows
and gigantic beatings.

Yet our grandpas created a public park down
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August 25, 1960
OCEAN PARK DEDICATION

A Grand Opening will be help at Ocean Park
Sunday at 1:00 p.m. in celebration of the recent
completed improvements at the park. Cutting the
ribbon to open the new boat launching ramp will
be Supervisor Robert C. Lilley.

As a part of the program there will be a “boat
scramble”, with trick and Salome water skiing.
The public is invited to attend the colorful
schedule of events.

Other improvements at the park included in
the renovation were the paving of the parking lot
and construction of new dressing rooms. Cost
of the improvements was over $22,000.

This scene shows the way it was when
Frank Parker was caretaker in 1935 (see
above). .The cabins were still there, and
rowboats were tied along the lagoon.
There was the row of barbecue pits and

there and as little boy we spent many, many
summers casting sand dollars into the sea and
playing with huge whips of seaweed. There
were small shells of used up crabs and flotsam
and jetsam washing ashore off of great ships out
at sea.

Having seen with our own eyes the fear of
those who tried and failed, we stayed out of
those waves long enough to take our own sons
for a walk on the beach. As might be predicted
their joy and interests were precisely the same as
their father’s. The sound of a tumbling surf
mixed with cries of affronted gulls is the music
of the sea itself and to those who have walked
on the shore beyond Ocean Park will forever
have sons and daughters come after them.

Aye. It is too bad the rich hopes of 1926
were suppressed by nature and we couldn’t have
made the dreams come true.



Lompoc Valley Historical Society, Inc.
PO Box 88
Lompoc, CA 93438

Calendar

OPEN HOUSES AND WORK DAYS
FOR THE NEXT THREE MONTHS
All dates and times below are open for tours and research

Each Monday and Thursday during the month except
National Holidays: 8:30am to 11am

Open House Schedule for February, March, April

February 25 10am to 1pm
March 24 10am to 1pm
April 28 10am to 1pm

Lynn Clock usually plays the Aeolian Organ
on the Saturday Open House.

Mark Your Calendar
March 12 Quarterly Dinner

Find us on the internet at www.LompocHistory.org.
Also, Facebook at www.facebook.com then search
Lompoc Valley Historical Society.
Inquiries may be left at these locations.

Non-Profit Organization
U.S. POSTAGE PAID
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Lompoc, CA 93436

Lompoc Valley Historical Society, Inc.

LOMPOC, CALIFORNIA
1 WISH TO JOIN THE Society - I am enclosing
S in payment for the year
MARK CLASS OF MEMBERSHIP
*ANNUAL DUES*
Single Membership -$25.00
Family Membership - (in household) $35.00
Sustaining: person or group offering monetary support
without participation in activities -
Individual - $50.00 and Groups - $100.00
Patron - and Businesses, etc - $250.00
Junior membership - Under Age 18 - $5.00
*LIFETIME MEMBERSHIP*
Individual - $250.00
Family - $350.00
Organization - $500.00
*MEMORIAL CONTRIBUTION*
Special memorials may be made in the name of a deceased
person in any dollar amount.

Please give year of birth and death for that person.
Include name and address for deceased family members.
Please mail with check to
Lompoc Valley Historical Society, Inc
PO BOX 88, Lompoc, CA 93438



