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Clarence Wallace Henning was the fifth born
child of John Sanor and Mary Millikin Henning.

Clarence and Livia Irwin Henning ’
and son Jack

Clence with his second wife
Minnie Boie Tolbert Henning
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Change is Good

By Dennis Headrick

After serving approximately 20 years as President of the Lompoc Valley Historical
Society, I am stepping down. It's time for new blood and new, innovative ideas. During
my Presidency, the Society has continued the renovation of the historical house,
established a viable reference room, museum room, carriage house and blacksmith shop
and improved and maintained the landscaping and rose gardens that are the envy of
Lompoc.

It is not the President, however, who accomplished all of this, but the dedicated
volunteers who worked tirelessly to preserve and maintain what we have at the Historical
Society. We have no paid staff, so volunteers also oversee the day-to-day operations of the
organization. Money is received, bills are paid, supplies are purchased, repairs are made,
newsletters are written, assembled and mailed, letters are written, minutes are taken and
transcribed, bathrooms are cleaned, carpets are vacuumed, furniture is dusted, special tours
are conducted ..... and so it goes. I want to thank all the present volunteers and all those
past volunteers who have contributed to our success. They have all left their personal
mark on this organization. A big Thank You also goes to our general membership and
their ongoing support of the mission of the Lompoc Valley Historical Society.

Many years ago, a 90-year old Anne Calvert told me, “Every day I do something
fun!” All of our volunteers, regardless of their ages, seem to have a bit of fun each day.
They are an inspiration. One of those volunteers, who has been involved as a board
member since the organization was founded in 1964, is Myra Manfrina. Myra recently
celebrated her 90" birthday. Where did she celebrate? In the Historical Society reference
room, of course -- where she feels right at home and where she finds her constant source
of fun! Friends and relatives dropped in to extend birthday wishes and were greeted by
Myra’s trademark smile. Although she had experienced a health problem the week before,
Myra still insisted that the party go on as planned. The first 90 years have been good to
her. The next 90 should be equally as good!

“Chank Lfou Dennis fov so many years of

dedication...



Carnegie Building Turns 100 Years Old

200 South H Street
Lompoc First Historical Landmark

Andrew Carnegie was born in Dunfermline,
Scotland in 1835, the son of a cottage linen weaver.
An avid reader he moved to the United States at the
age of thirteen. He became secretary to the president
of a railroad at the age of eighteen and became well
off. He organized telegraph facilities for the North
during the war between the states while working for
a telegraph company. He then became president of
the western division of the Pennsylvania railroad,
bought into a sleeping car company, a petroleum
company and one-fifth of the Keystone Bridge
Company. In 1873 he set up his own steel company
realizing that steel would replace iron. Carnegie
bought into other companies when he joined up with
H. C. Frich.

In 1889 he wrote the Gospel of Wealth in
which he advocated that the rich rid themselves of
their fortunes, using them to help the community. He
completed his business life in 1901 when he donated
2,811 libraries around the world before his death.

Chronology of Acquisition of Lompoc Library Building

June 24,1907 - Ordinance passed to establish a public library. for. the Town.of Lompoc. Signed.by. Clerk.of,.. .
‘thie Town, Paul Fox.” Town trustees voting to pass'this ordinance were James Sloan, W. H. ‘Sudden, H.L. =
Spanne, J. F. McClure, and H. Poland.

December 1908 - Town of Lompoc, Board of Trustees initiates the idea of obtaining a Carnegie Library
building and refers it to the Alpha Club, Book Club, and the Trustees of the Lompoc free Library. The
Board of Trustees consisted of Richard A Lazier, Mrs. James Sloan, Mrs. Frank Moore, J. D. Black and F.
S. Lewis.

January 1909 - The Town commits some money to the purchase of a site. Several sites discussed.

March 1909 - The Town says the Library Committee can select the site and it selects the present corner of
Cypress and “H” Streets. By July $400 of the estimated $650 purchase price has been raised.

June 1909 - Three twenty-five foot lots deed to the Town by W. H. And Emma Robinson.

December 1909 - Town receives Mr. Carnegie’s secretary’s letter: if the Town will provide a site and maintain
the building and a library therein to the turn of $1,000 per year, Mr. Carnegie will give $10,000 to erect a
building. Resolution 30 was adopted by the Town of Lompoc Board of Trustees promising the $1,000 per
year.

February 1910 - W. H. Weeks, architect of Watsonville and San Francisco arrived in town to discuss the style
of architecture of the building. He will prepare plans and specifications for a building which is estimated
to cost $9,000.

March 1910 - A money raising benefit play is a great success.

October 1910 - Construction bid of $9,170 of A. D. Burke accepted. Fourth lot bought from Robinsons.
Architectural style shows building to be of neo-Roman Doric, about the Dorians.

December 1910 - Weeks reports work is well on its way, the foundation is in.

March and May 1911 - Women’s Club raises money.

August 1911 - W. H. Weeks accepts the building. Library moves from the”old” building to the new.
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soaring, and probably soon will make every local
farmer independent. Carload after carload of beans,
mustard, potatoes, and other produce left the valley
this fall. We are getting many new residents, and the
real estate market has been very active.” All reports
from Lompoc indicate that this exceptionally rich
valley will become famous for it’s productivity and
fertility. There is not a vacant house in Lompoc,
although several new dwellings have been erected this
" summer. The two banks now have on deposit nearly
$1,000,000, about four years ago they had $200,000.
kokok
January 1916
Horse Accident
A peculiar accident occurred Tuesday
afternoon in this city when S.K. Shilling lost a fine
span of horses down a cesspool at the rear of the
Eagles Hall. The horses valued at $400. Fell in as the
top of the cesspool gave way. This is a reminder that
there are other cesspools in the city equally dangerous
and which should receive attention.
kokk
July 1917
Robbery
Only one robbery has been committed in
Lompoc in the past eighteen months according to our
officers. And ‘in that one instance the robber was
detected before he accomplished his purpose. This
shows that the Lompoc officers are alert.
kR
August 1917
DeWolfe Avenue
By permission of Supervisor Hardenbrook, the
avenue running north and south, between Central and
Ocean Avenues, has been named De Wolfe, in loving
memory of Benjamin R DeWolfe, on of the early
settlers on the said named avenue.
koK
August 1917
Lompoc Garage
L.F. Bell of the Lompoc Garage returned from
Los Angeles Tuesday driving up a Hudson Super-Six
“Speedster,” the new sensation in automobiles.

& osk ok

July 1918
Jalama Bridges
The bridges on the new Jalama road across the
Salsipudes creek and the Jalama creek, which were
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washed out by the flood this spring, will be replaced by
the county in the near future.
June 1919
Paving 246
The hope that has been entertained by'thé‘road
boosters of Lompoc that federal aid might be obtained
in the project of building a paved road to Solvang
received its death blow Wednesday from the State
Highway Commissioner.
kskook
June 1919
Bank of Italy
A rumor is persistent that the First National
Bank of Lompoc has been purchased by the Bank of
Italy of San Francisco and that the deal will be
completed by July 1%,
*k ok
August 1920
Long Distant Telephone
Announcement that a long distance telephone
connection has been made with the Southern Pacific
depot at Gaviota is of particular interest in the entire
coast section and the whole of Santa Ynez valley.
Fkk
July 1926
Saddle Rock R
""Saddle Rock, famous landmark near Honda
Station on the coast a few miles from Surf, the scene of
many sea tragedies, is soon to disappear, according to
the superintendent of the Mid-Coast Rock Company.
The rock crushing plant, which is supplying the
highway commission with material for road work, will
blast off the top of the famous old projections. The
Mid-Coast company has been operating a rock crushing
plant with a crew of from 10 to 12 men on the Sudden
estate, near Saddle Rock, since last April. The crew
lives at a boarding house run by the rock company.
Nearby is the camp of a wrecking crew that is salvaging
the government destroyers that went on the rocks at this
point three years ago.
*kk
January 1925
Headlight Law
The California new headlight law went into
effect at midnight, New Year’s Eve, and with its
adoption a large per cent of the headlights now used by
motorists are illegal and the users are subject to arrest
and prosecution.



February 1888
Census
The census of this colony shows a total
population of twelve hundred and forty-three and

three hundred and ten voters.
kK%

May 1888
Fabing Mansion

Mr. H. W. Fabing has just completed the
exterior of the finest mansion yet constructed in our
town, and is now occupying the same with his family.

A few more tastily arranged residences would
improve our town immeasurably.
*k %k
February 1890

The Artesia School opens February 17. Prof
Barnum is principal. The school in LaSalle will have
Miss Idella Rudolph teacher.

Get ready to go to work on your contemplated
buildings, for lumber will be rolling in within a week
or so if no more rain comes.

Many of our farmers have an idea that this is
going to be a good year to plant potatoes for profit.

‘The Lompoc and Gaviota stage makes trips
now via Najoqui.
ok k
May 1891
Grand Ball

There is a movement on foot to give a grand
ball May 1% in Lompoc for the benefit of the New
Opera House.

koK
September 1891
Steamers

Three to four freight steamers arrive at the
Lompoc wharf weekly.

*kh%
September 1894
“Fake” Show

Monday night a “fake” show pitched its tent
here and gave a so-called performance which was
anything but acceptable to those present. On
conclusion of the show the crowd left the tent and
cutting the various ropes and pulling down poles,
soon had the tent, gorgeous signs, etc. on the ground.
The show people were given a short time to leave
town. They were treated to a generous supply of
slightly overaged eggs for their trouble in coming to
Lompoc. It is needless to state that the show people
left, and there is no danger of their show returning in
the future.
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October 1894
Celery Crop
Dr H.C. Dimock is demonstrating the
capabilities of the Miguelito Canyon in vegetable
productions. He left at the Record office the other day,
as fine looking a bunch of celery as we have ever seen
and we found that it tasted as good as it looks. Some of
the stalks were 42 inches in height.
%k
August 1897
Rudolph Building
The brick work of the first story of the Rudolph
block was finished Wednesday and the carpenters are
now at work adjusting the timbers for the second floor.
The iron work for the front has not yet arrived but is

expected on the first steamer.
Hkk

March 1908
Coal Lamps to Gas Lamps

First we call attention to the fact that three years
ago the streets were lighted by coal oil lamps set on top
of posts on the street corners. From this we took a step
in advance and a gas plant was established by the city.
This was much better than coal oil lamps but was soon
followed by electricity and today Lompoc is classed
among the progressive little cities of the coast, lighted
by electricity.

June 1908
Cement Sidewalks

A cement sidewalk is being built along H street
north of Ocean avenue. Nothing can bespeak more for
the enterprise of a town than good cement walks, and
Lompoc is in need of more of them.

ke k%
August 1908
Odd Fellows’ Hall

J.T. Worthington has been working overtime
this week wiring the Odd Fellows’ Hall to
accommodate sixty lamps. With all these lamps ablaze
the deepest secret in the order had ought to be
penetrated without the use of specs.

£ 2
December 1909
Prosperity and Crops

With established warehouses full and others
being constructed, the Lompoc Valley is riding on the
high tide of prosperity, according to prominent
residents. “Crops were large and brought top notch
prices,” said Judge B.F. Bayley. “Ranchers are feeling
more prosperous than ever before, and land values are
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Lompoc Valley 1906 Booklet

Edited by Vance Newcomb

Lompoc in 1906 had a population of over
1000, growing toward the April 1910 census of
1482. A booklet titled “Lompoc Valley” was
published to describe and display the many
attractions to be found in our Lompoc Valley.
1t pictured a sweeping coastal scene near surf
and the old cantilever train bridge across the
Santa Ynez river and then followed up through
the agricultural fields and orchards, with
scenes of cattle around the valley that supplied
the old creamery, then a chicken farm and an
extensive field of bee hives. A photo featured
the new and thriving oil industry with active
wells in the Purisima hill north of town, and to
the south were lime quarry and diatomaceous
earth miring operations. Photos of Victorian
style homes, and Lompoc streets scenes were
depicted. The city owned water reservoir and
town’s picnic park up Miguelito Canyon were
also prominently displayed.

The photo section of the booklet is then
Jollowed by 9 pages of written descriptions,
edited as follows:

“Lompoc Valley”

Lompoc Valley lies in the western part of
Santa Barbara county. (editor’s note” That is
correct, we are NOT in Northern Santa Barbara
county — look at the map!) Thus located, this
interesting, attractive and fertile valley has all
the best points of both the northern and southern
sections of the great state of California.

Lompoc Valley with its contingent territory
covering 203,000 acres is the subject of this
little booklet. It is one of the best in California,
facing the Pacific Ocean, receiving (unpolluted)
air. The alluvial and deep soil raises successful
crops for the valley farmers. “The air being
laden with sufficient moisture (fog, supplement-
ing annual rainfall) is copious.” The location in

Southern California makes the temperature
always agreeable, the very best California offers.
(Ed. Note: See “Climate” below where it is
written that the palm trees scattered around in
Lompoc were planted to make the statement to
ourselves that we share southern California
weather — but the “cool” breezes are welcome! )

“Farming Lands”

Besides Lompoc Valley proper there are
numerous small valleys having land as good in
quality as the main valley. The valley proper
contains between 12,000 and 13,000 acres,
while the lateral valleys add from 2,000 to 4,000
acres more. The heavier, or sedimentary soils
suitable for production of any crops are worth
$100 to $150 an acre.

The lighter agricultural soils suited to the
production of grains, large portions of rolling
and table lands are worth $10 to $40 an acre.
This land, about 125,000 acres is available for
poultry, dairying, bee culture as well as farming
may bring in large profits for the money
invested.

“Climate”

It is easy to verify that we have as good a
climate as can be found anywhere in California.
This may seem to be a broad assertion, but
hundreds of people who have traveled all over
the state in search of health and climate have
praised Lompoc Valley and declare there is no
place in the great state where the climate has
such an invigorating and strengthening effect
and where one can enjoy every day of the year
any better than in this valley. It is just cool
enough to put that vim into a man which gives
him the desire to “do something”. And when it
is said the tropical palm thrives here it will be
known it is warm enough!



Lompoc Record
September 5, 1941

Yesterday was a day to be remembered-the
day they “cut down” the Lompoc Flagpole, that
community’s outstanding landmark. Although its
removal was unannounced to the public, once
work was started by the city light and water
department crews, a crowd of approximately 300
persons soon gathered to watch the pole being
pulled from its base at the Ocean and H Streets
intersection, like a tooth from a jaw. They
‘continued the argument which had Lompoc city
split until, two weeks ago, the council decided to
transfer the towering pole from the busy
intersection to the grounds of the Public Library
(200 So H St). The “Pros” for moving said,
Lompoc as a leading boom town, should remove
the hazardous obstruction; the “Cons” argued
that it was used as a landmark by which to direct
people. It was erected in 1926 at a cost of $2,500.

From the Treasurer’s Dest
Jeannette Wynne

It’s hard to believe that the annual dinner
meeting is just a month away! That means I need
your reservation for the Sept. 2" dinner at the
Elks in The mail before the August 19" deadline!
Yowll find another reservation form in this
newsletter. Please mail it in ASAP. Don’t forget
to list the names of each person attending. This
really helps for a smooth check in time that
evening. Please call me directly at 737-1170 if vou
have any questions.

*K Fhkkkdhkddokhddokhkikiedoddedodokkkdkik dkkdk

File Cabinet Needed
The reference room is looking for a 4 or 5
drawer file cabinet to replace an existing one
that is too old. If anyone has one to donate call
the historical society and we will pick it up.
Thank You
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A Nice Thank You

While helping Jo Hoag in the yard at the Historical
Society a man on his moming walk paused. He
greeted Jo and commented how beautiful the yard
was. When Jo said “Thank You” the gentleman
replied, “No.....Thank You.” )
o
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» WMemarial Contributions

May, June, July 2011

Clarence Lair 1915 - 2011
Stanley Dover 1927 -2011
Marion D Schuster 1918 - 2011
Rose Guerra 1911 - 2011
Vickie Sousa 1938 - 2011
Bob Arkley 1927 - 2011
John H Begg 1949 - 2011
Margaret “Peggy” Rennie Dover 1933 - 2011

**********************************************

Corrections to this newsletter or contributions to our archives
please contact Lompoc Valley Historical Society or email
Carolyn Huyck Strobel - t.ca@yerizon. net

Find us on the internet at www.LompocHistory.oro.
Also, Facebook at www.facebook.com then search
Lompoc Valley Historical Soclety Inquiries may be left
at these locations.

Officers and Directors
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Dennis Headrick, President
Ardeane Machado Eckert, 1stVice President
Gail Headrick Benson, 2™ Vice President
Debbie Schuyler Manfrina, Rec. Sec
Jeannette Miller-Wynne, Treasurer
Karen Paaske, Corresponding Sec.
Directors:
Barbara Mundell Cabral
Edward Everett, Gale Gloria Moore Fuller, Maury
Hoag, Myra Huyck Manfrina,
Vance Newcomb, Carrol Paaske,
Shirley McCabe Phelps,
Rose Machado Roberts,
Readon “Donnie” Grossi Silva, Carolyn Huyck
Strobel, Nancy Cornelius Williams,
Harvey Wynne




“Seed Farming”
Some of our farmers have found that growing of
seed beans, sweet peas, etc., is more profitable
than growing regular crops. The rich alluvial
soil and favorable climate are the principal
factors in producing a superior strain of seed.
These seeds are grown at a fixed price under
contract, so the farmer knows exactly what to

expect when his crop is harvested. $75 to $100
per acre has been realized from the growing of
seed beans, and $75 per acre from sweet peas
seed.

“Horticulture”
Cherries, pears, apricots and berries of all kinds
do well in the Lompoc Valley and surrounding
minor valleys and mesas, but the staple fruit
crop is apple. This is successfully grown in all
parts of the valley, and the quality and yield is
excellent. Lompoc apples have taken medals at
two national expositions — New Orleans and
Chicago. The whole crop is frequently sold
before ripe. In this valley the apple is free from
the codlin moth and one can eat a Lompoc apple
without fear of biting into a worm.
In 1905 a portion of the crop was shipped to the
French markets, to Australia,, South America,
and the Sandwich Islands. -

“English Walnut”

While there are only a few acres of English
walnuts in this valley and vicinity, it has been
demonstrated that this place is well adapted for
this profitable crop.

G‘P()ultry7,

The raising of poultry and egg production is
beginning to attract the attention of enterprising
persons in and around Lompoc. The demand for
such products is rapidly increasing, the city of
Santa Barbara alone furnishes a market for many
thousands of dollars worth each year. With
from 300 to 600 hens on two to five acres of
land any family can make a good living,

“Apiculture”
Bee keeping is still in its infancy in the Lompoc
district, although the honey flora is very
extensive. Button sage, mustard, wild

buckwheat, carpet grass, wild alfalfa, willow,
manzanita and several kinds of chaparral furnish
the autumn and winter forage. Many good
locations are unoccupied. Bees will be able to
gather some honey and pollen every month of
the year. i

“Dairying”

No section of California is more favorably
situated for dairying than the Lompoc Valley
and contiguous lands. A large area is adapted to
this industry. Good facilities exist here for
profitable dairying, the results from which will
be enhanced as more scientific methods are
employed. The coastal fog extends the
preserving of grasses on the hill lands and green
feed lasts two or three months later than sections
further inland. Already the quality of butter
produced is superior and commands the highest
price of any in the market.

“Stock Raising”

Even from the mission period this section of the
state has been famous for the quantity and
quality of its livestock. Horses, cattle, sheep and
hogs have been raised in countless numbers and
today the industry is exceedingly profitable.’
There are thousands of acres of grazing land on
the great ranches that surround Lompoc Valley
which may be purchased for $10 to $25 per acre.
The district is exceedingly healthful, he loss up
to yearlings not exceeding 5% and above that
age, less than % %.

“Minerals”

Around Lompoc Valley there is a rich supply of
mineral products. Among these are bituminous
rock, gypsum, asphaltum, diatomaceous earth,
glass sand, lime rock, and petroleum. The most
important and indicating the greatest possi-
bilities of future development is petroleum.
Prospecting for oil in the Lompoc vicinity only
began in 1901, yet the results since then proves
that one of the greatest oil fields in the world lies
just north of Lompoc. Some of the good
producing wells are located within six miles of
town. One well flowing 600 barrels of 36
gravity oil a day is within sight of this city and
only seven of eight miles from town.



The winter in Lompoc Valley may be compared
to the climate of lItaly, for here the sun-lit balmy
days are just as plentiful as in that foreign clime.
The difference between the mean temperature of
January and July-is only 12 degrees. The results
for the years 1902, 1903, 1904 and 1905 are
shown below:

Month  Ave. Highest Ave. Lowest Mean Temp.
Jan. 64 45 55
Feb. 60 41 51
Mar. 70 51 60
Apr. 66 52 59
May 69 56 63
June 73 60 67
July 75 61 67
Aug. 75 62 67
Sept. 73 58 65
Oct. 73 58 65
Nov. 68 51 59
Dec. 69 44 56

The annual rainfall is generally sufficient to
produce good crops. The average for the last 20
years has been 17 inches. The number of
absolutely clear days during the year averages
165, or as many as Los Angeles.

L R

“Irrigation”

During the past three years farmers of the valley
have been experimenting with irrigation and
have found it to be very profitable. A system of
irrigation has been installed that covers much of
the valley and when sufficient rain does not fall,
water in abundance is supplied at a minimum
cost of $2.50 a foot an acre. The water comes
from the Santa Ynez river flowing through the
valley and is inexhaustible. Within a few years
every acre of the valley will be under an
irrigation system sufficient to guarantee an
abundant supply of crops.

“Agriculture”
The Lompoc Valley is essentially agricultural.
In the rich soil every crop that is planted thrives
and yields a bountiful harvest. The list of crops
shown below is as extensive as any other place
on the globe can boast.

“Barley”

During the year 1905 about 8,000 tons of Barley
were produced, worth to this valley about
$160,000. The valley lands will produce 15 to
40 centals (One cental = a short hundredweight)
an acre while the mesa lands yield from 10 to 20
centals. Most of the hay in this section is barley
usually cut before it is ripe. Many thousand tons
of this hay is cut annually.

“Mustard”

This crop is grown in merchantable quantities
nowhere else in the United States. The crop for
1905 sold for $90,000. In some years this crop
has been extremely profitable bringing in as
much as a quarter of a million dollars. The
cultivation is easy and inexpensive, but the price
per pound varies from 3 cents to as high as 8
cents a pound.

This valley has been awarded the highest medals
at every exposition where it has been exhibited.
The last exhibit was at the Lewis and Clark
exposition in Portland Oregon in 1905., where in
competition with many other countries in the
world Lompoc mustard received the gold medal.

“Beans”

Beans have yielded as high as 40 centals an acre.
The average price is $2.50 per cental and the
30,000 centals produced in 1905 brought an
aggregate of some $90,000. The kinds mostly
grown are the small white and all the colored
varieties. Sometimes the income amounts to
$80 or $90 and acre.

“Potatoes”

This is a very productive and profitable crop,
and Lompoc Burbanks are known as a superior
variety of potato. In 1905 40,000 centals were
raised at a value of $40,000. The average yield
per acre is from 75 to 100 sacks. There is a
good demand for all the potatoes raised as soon
as they are harvested, and this demand comes
from the growing cities of Los Angeles, San
Francisco and Santa Barbara.

“Onions”
The soil in some portions of the valley is
adapted for this crop, and $650 worth have been
produced in one acre.



Lompoc Valley Historical Society Annual Dinner
Honoring the 50" Reunion of the Class of 1961
Lompoc High School Alumni 2011 Hall of Fame Inductees Announced

Friday, September 2, 2011
Lompoc Elks Lodge
905 East Ocean Ave.
épm no host cocktails *** Zpm dimer served *** 2500 per person
ClMenu.

BBQ Steak, Beans, Salad, French Bread, Dessert, Coffee and Water

33k 3k 3k o 3 ok o ok o ok ok O ok oF o % %

Class of 1944 is having their 67" reunion September 3 at the home of Janet Begg, 415 So | St, 6:30pm.
All classes from 1942 through 1946 are welcome fo atiend

The Class of 1961 will hold their reunion at The Riverbottom Saturday Sept 3"

Open House at the Historical Society Saturday September 3™ 10am to 1pm

*** RESERVATIONS DUE BY AUGUST 19, 2011 ***

Chicken BBQ *** Sunday September 4" *** Ryon Park
BBQ Served at Noon
Chicken, Beans, Salad, French Bread
$10.00 per person
PAY FOR CHICKEN BBQ AT THE PARK

RESERVATION FORM
DETACH AND RETURN WITH YOUR CHECK
LABOR DAY WEEKEND
DINNER AT LOMPOC ELKS LODGE - RESERVATIONS DUE BY AUGUST 19, 2011

NAME OF EACH GUEST ATTENDING

PHONE NUMBER AND EMAIL ADDRESS

NUMBER OF PERSONS ATTENDING $ 25.00 EACH
NUMBER OF PERSONS ATTENDING SUNDAY CHICKEN BBQ PAY AT THE PARK
Mail Check Payable fo Lompoc Valley Historical Society, PO BOX 88, Lompoc, CA 93438




A great deposit of lime rock lies only 4 or 5
miles from Lompoc. Here is where Union Sugar
Company in Betteravia, sixteen miles from
Lompoc gets all its supply of lime rock (200 to
300 carloads a year).

There are also .imipense. dgposits of diatoma-
ceous earth within two or three miles from town.
This material has extensive commercial value
and the demand is increasing rapidly. The
Magne-Silica company of Los Angeles is now
arranging to erect a mill where at least 1000
carloads of it will be ground, sacked and shipped
each year.

“Schools”

Lompoc Valley is well supplied with the very
best schools. A fine graded grammar school
with five teachers is in town, and there are seven
outlying county grammar schools. The valley
has an excellent union high school where pupils
are fitted to enter the state university.

“Surf and Miguelito Park”

Surf is nine miles west of Lompoc. This beach
is considered to be one of the most picturesque
beaches in California. It is appropriately named
because the surf is always showing up in its
- complete gratideur. (Note: Early Lompee fami-
lies camped, picnicked, fished, and collected
abalones from the rocks. Some called it
“coasting”. Lompoc youth considered it their
own private playground. The Lompoc Valley
booklet boasted of a smooth road for auto-
mobiles, but in 1906 families were getting their
in horse drawn wagons. Fishermen were riding
the Lompoc to Surf morning and evening rail-
road trains

The beautiful Miguelito Park grove three miles
south of Lompoc was dedicated to the public by
the original owners of the colony and is enjoyed
by our people as a common property.

“La Purisima Mission”

The Mission is situated about 3 % miles north-
cast of Lompoc and was founded by the
Franciscan Padres early in the nineteenth
century. This once magnificent building is now
in dilapidated condition (in 1906). But the
California Landmarks Association has the mat-
ter in hand and the mission will be repaired in
the near future.

“Churches”

The city and valley is blessed with many
churches, showing that the community is God-
fearing and possesses a high moral standard. In
Lompoc in 1906 the following denominations
were thriving: Cumberland Presbyterian, Epis-
copal, Methodist, Baptist, Roman Catholic, and
Christian Scientist. (Note: Lompoc was founded
as a Temperance Colony in 1874 and there was
still an active Women’s Christian Temperance
Union - WCTU among some of the churches.)

“The City of Lompoc”
Lompoc is situated nine miles from the sea, on a
slight elevation at the foot of the Lompoc hills.
It is connected with the main Coast Line of the
Southern Pacific Railway by a branch line which
leaves the main line at Surf, on the shore of the
Pacific. It is an incorporated city of the sixth
class, and contains a population of about 1500
(closer to 1000?), has an ample gravity domestic
water system owned by the city. It maintains a
fire department, has broad cement and
asphaltum sidewalks and well graded and
graveled streets.
There are two flourishing banks having a
combined deposit of over half a million dollars.
There are twenty business houses, all lines of
trade are represented, and artisans of the various
handicrafts are to be found. There are two
‘weekly papers, the “Record” and “Journal”
which labor unceasingly to up build the city and
vicinity.
Many of the fraternal orders are represented by
flourishing lodges, and two, the Odd Fellows
and the Foresters own the buildings occupied by
their lodges.
The lots in Lompoc are 25x140 and sell for
residence purposes at $30 to $300 a lot
according to location and neighborhood.
Business lots go for $100 to $2500 depending on
proximity to the business center. The business
streets are 100 feet wide and the whole city is
laid out at right angles on a generous scale.
There are many beautiful homes and the
atmosphere is one of contentment prosperity,
enterprise and thrift.

The photos in the “Lompoc Valley” booklet tell
another story of 1906 and will be printed later.

= 1 The Mission was reconstructed in the 1930°s
and was dedicated Dec. 7, 1941 - Pearl Harbor!




Change is Good
By Dennis Headrick

After serving approximately 20 years as President of the Lompoc Valley Historical
Society, I am stepping down. It's time for new blood and new, innovative ideas. During
my Presidency, the Society has continued the renovation of the historical house,
established a viable reference room, museum room, carriage house and blacksmith shop
and improved and maintained the landscaping and rose gardens that are the envy of
Lompoc.

It is not the President, however, who accomplished all of this, but the dedicated
volunteers who worked tirelessly to preserve and maintain what we have at the Historical
Society. We have no paid staff, so volunteers also oversee the day-to-day operations of the
organization. Money is received, bills are paid, supplies are purchased, repairs are made,
newsletters are written, assembled and mailed, letters are written, minutes are taken and
transcribed, bathrooms are cleaned, carpets are vacuumed, furniture is dusted, special tours
are conducted ..... and so it goes. I want to thank all the present volunteers and all those
past volunteers who have contributed to our success. They have all left their personal
mark on this organization. A big Thank You also goes to our general membership and
their ongoing support of the mission of the Lompoc Valley Historical Society.

Many years ago, a 90-year old Anne Calvert told me, “Every day I do something
fun!” All of our volunteers, regardless of their ages, seem to have a bit of fun each day.
They are an inspiration. One of those volunteers, who has been involved as a board
member since the organization was founded in 1964, is Myra Manfrina. Myra recently
celebrated her 90™ birthday. Where did she celebrate? In the Historical Society reference
room, of course -- where she feels right at home and where she finds her constant source
of fun! Friends and relatives dropped in to extend birthday wishes and were greeted by
Myra’s trademark smile. Although she had expertenced a health problem the week before,
Mpyra still insisted that the party go on as planned. The first 90 years have been good to
her. The next 90 should be equally as good!

“Chank Lfou Dennis for so many years of

dedication...



Carnegie Building Turns 100 Years Old

200 South H Street
Lompoc First Historical Landmark

Andrew Carnegie was born in Dunfermline,
Scotland in 1835, the son of a cottage linen weaver.
An avid reader he moved to the United States at the
age of thirteen. He became secretary to the president
of a railroad at the age of eighteen and became well
off. He organized telegraph facilities for the North
during the war between the states while working for
a telegraph company. He then became president of
the western division of the Pennsylvania railroad,
bought into 2 sleeping car company, a petroleum
company and one-fifth of the Keystone Bridge
Company. In 1873 he set up his own steel company
realizing that steel would replace iron. Carnegie
bought into other companies when he joined up with
H. C. Frich.

In 1889 he wrote the Gospel of Wealth in
which he advocated that the rich rid themselves of
their fortunes, using them to help the community. He
completed his business life in 1901 when he donated
2,811 libraries around the world before his death.

Chronology of Acquisition of Lompoc Library Building

June 24,1907 - Ordinance passed to establish a public library.for the Town.of Lompoc. Slgmg¢by Clerk Of sueuszss |

the Town, Paul Fox.’ Town trustees voting to pass this ordinance were James Sloan, W. H.Sudden, H. L.
Spanne, J. F. McClure, and H. Poland.

December 1908 - Town of Lompoc, Board of Trustees initiates the idea of obtaining a Carnegie Library
building and refers it to the Alpha Club, Book Club, and the Trustees of the Lompoc free Library. The
Board of Trustees consisted of Richard A Lazier, Mrs. James Sloan, Mrs. Frank Moore, J. D. Black and F.
S. Lewis.

January 1909 - The Town commits some money to the purchase of a site. Several sites discussed.

March 1909 - The Town says the Library Committee can select the site and it selects the present corner of
Cypress and ¢ » Streets. By July $400 of the estimated $650 purchase price has been raised.

June 1909 - Three twenty-five foot lots deed to the Town by W. H. And Emma Robinson. _
Decenber 1909 - Town receives Mr. Carnegie’s secretary’s letter: if the Town will provide asite and maintain
the building and a library therein to the turn of $1,000 per year, Mr. Carnegie will give $10,000 to erect a
building. Resolution 30 was adopted by the Town of Lompoc Board of Trustees promising the $1,000 per
year.

February 1910-W.H. Weeks, architect of Watsonville and San Francisco arrived in town to discuss the style
of architecture of the puilding. He will prepare plans and specifications for a building which is estimated
to cost $9,000.

March 1910 - A money raising benefit play is a great success.

October 1910 - Construction bid of $9,170 of A. D. Burke accepted. Fourth lot bought from Robinsons.
Architectural style shows building to be of neo-Roman Doric, about the Dorians.

December 1910 - Weeks reports work is well on its way, the foundation is in.

March and May 1911 - Women’s Club raises money.

August 1911 - W. H. Weeks accepts the building. Library moves from the”old” building to the new.
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