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March Quarterly Dinner Reservations Inside

Strike Up The Band!

Note: Because of limited space the names of band members will not be included.
This information is available at the Reference Room.

Fifty years ago a once in a life time opportunity was experienced by the Lompoc High School Band
when they were invited to march in the inaugural parade for President John F Kennedy on January 20, 1961.
On this chilly January day the 55 member band marched down Pennsylvania Avenue past the Presidential




Herb Swanson Orchestra

Band”

“Blg

Were thought to be as good as any

July 4, 1950
100 Block West Ocean Avenue




1950
Lompoc High School Blue Ribbon Band
The band participated in Christmas parades in Santa Maria, Lompoc, and Santa
Barbara. Traveling to Long Beach after the Santa Barbara parade they competed
in the 9" Annual All-Western Band Review on November 26, 1950 placing third.




Circa 1910

Sign Reads:

L] rL “This band a product of
L\ Lompoc Schools”

Circa 1900
Lompoc Municipal Band




January 1, 1936
Pasadena Tournament of Roses Parade Winning Band

1939
Lompoc High School Band




Bit’s and Notes
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Oscar Cook made a donation for The
Stillman Family Memorial Garden honoring his
wife Patricia Stillman Cook and family members
Alberta and Irwin Stillman, and Kenny and
Norma Stillman. The garden, placed in the
south east corner of the yard has been planted
with roses, geraniums, daisy’s, pansy’s, and
ground cover surrounded by white fencing.

Volunteers Dennis Headrick, Karen
Paaske, Jo and Maury Hoag, Carolyn and Tim
Strobel, Lorraine and Charlie Richardson spent
three weekends completing the project.

Thank You to Valley Rock for donating
the mulch adding the finishing touch to this
special garden.

Water ’Traugh

The water trough by the old windmill has
been replaced by Joe Barto of JR Barto Heating
and Air Conditioning. Thank You, your on
going support through the years is greatly
appreciated.

Memorial Name Boards
The six memorial boards display 1,480
name plates and are located at the entrance to
the museum. The name index has been updated
and is current with the names in alphabetical
order indicating placement. Names are placed on
the boards when a memorial donation is
received. A rub will be applied to each plate to
enhance the engraved name to complete this
project. Carolyn Huyck Strobel will have the
boards completed soon. Myra Huyck Manfrina
and Gale Moore Fuller helped verify the name
plates and index list for correctness.
Thank You to Vargas Jewelers for engraving
the name plates.

Pienie Table Work Day

The picnic tables in the pergola are in
need of “painting”. A redwood stain will be
applied by volunteers on May 14 in time for the
June BBQ. Anyone wishing to help is most
welcome from 9am until Noon. All supplies will
be provided. Bring your energy and enthusiasm
for a fun morning with Historical Society
Friends.

Exterior Painting
The exterior of the reference room and
surrounding area has been painted white with
green trim matching the house. After some
exterior repair work the Carriage House will also
get a new coat of paint.

lenmeorial Roses

The Memorial Roses are in the ground and
ready for spring. The name plates will be placed
with the roses when the stakes are completed.
Come visit us in the spring, the roses are beautiful!
The roses and grounds are lovingly cared for by Jo
Hoag and Lorraine Schuyler Richardson. Bob
Manfrina keeps the lawn manicured.

Our Quiet Rock

Board member and volunteer, Harvey
Wynne, quietly walks around working on various
projects from maintaining the sprinkler system, to
expert wood finishing work. We are all very happy
when he “visits” because the results are complete
and perfect. Harvey also volunteers time building
homes with Habit for Humanity.

Our Recording Secretaty, Treasurer, Membership

Chair. and Corresponding Secretary

These four women have sometimes
thankless tasks. Debbie Schuyler Manfrina must
have her i’s dotted and t’s crossed when
information is questioned. Jeannette Wynne must
keep accurate records of income and expense plus
maintain bank accounts. Beverly Morehart Preece
keeps our membership roll current and sends the
yearly dues statements to members. Beverly has
been Corresponding secretary since 1998 until she
retired from the board in 2010. She also served as
assistant treasurer. Beverly will continue as
membership chairman, but will pass her
secretarial duties to board member Karen Paaske.

Lompoc Valley Historical Society
Membership - 529

"Memorial Contributions *
November, December 2010, January 2011

John “Jack” Webb 1942 - 2010
Mark Chambers 1953 - 2011



Victorian era Musical Group
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1885 and 1888 Diaries
of John S. Henning

Edited by Vance Newcomb

John S. Henning was keeping track of his
small group of workers in his 1885 diary book
starting with January 1. The Lompoc Valley
Historical Society has come into possession of
the 1885 and the 1888 diaries and they allow us
an interesting view of early Lompoc.

1885

Lompoc was just a little over 10-years-old
when 1885 began. Since it’s founding in Nov.
1874 homes were being built in the town and on
farms in the valley as fast as lumber could be
floated ashore at nearby Point Sal.

John S. Henning’s Crew

In his January 1 entry Henning worked % a
day with S. K. Shilling on John A. Henning’s
house. He added D. F. Henning the next day
and they all worked “1” day, Jan. 2 and 3. The
4™ was Sunday the only day off each week (and
Shilling visited his “boss™). ,

On January 5 they put on the “rustic” and put
down the porch floor. They completed the rear
porch on Jan. 6. Then on Jan. 7 he added S. P.
Henning to his crew. Besides cutting rafters for
J. A. Henning’s house, they made a mantle for J.
C. Saunders. They set the rafters on Jan. 8.

Jan 9 they worked on the cornices of J. A.
Henning’s house and John S. Henning got away
~ to buy a curry comb and a horse brush. Jan. 10
was Saturday and they shingled one side all day.

Drove over the new bridge

Sunday Jan. 11 Hitched up the colt, Jim, and
drove over the new bridge across the river.
Then the week of Jan. 12 he added “Smith” to
the crew. They continued to work, but after Jan.
15 John S. Henning was at home with a lame
back. He was still able to trap 6 gophers on
Friday the 16™. On Sunday he “took dinner with
the Hillburns. Al Smith hauled a load of wood.

Finished windows and doors
Received Eddington Contract
Worked on Orchard

January 19-25 Henning and his crew were
finishing windows and doors and the front porch
of the J. A. Henning house. On Jan. 22 he
received $275 for a house contract from Mr.
Eddington. He paid C. H. Saunders $219 on his
lumber account. His crew was working on the
wainscoting and windows.

On January 25, J. S. Henning abruptly
changed to working on his orchard. “Went to
W. Barker and got fruit trees.” Jan. 26, he
staked out land for orchard. School com-
menced.

January 27 John Mankins commenced work
on Henning’s crew. :

SOME 1885 EVENTS

Leella McAdams was born Oct. 11 1885 in
Kansas :

Her “Twin”, Rena Mankins, (daughter of
John) was born in Lompoc, 1885

John Henning “took a notion to go to San
Diego” June 1 and left Lompoc on June 3, 1885

Ulysses S. Grant died July 23, 1885

Grant’s funeral. Sat. August 8. Nation in
mourning.

Presley Bascom (Back) Barker married Allie
Stultz Nov. 16, 1885

The Orchard

Jan. 30 Staked out Orchard and mowed,
Smith and Mankins worked on orchard. Shilling
and D. F. Henning worked on J. A. Henning’s
house.

Finished J. A. Henning’s house

Feb. 5 Dug holes for fruit trees

Fe6. 6 Got peach trees

Feb. 9 Got prune trees Commenced setting
out trees. John (M) and Abie (Abe) commenced



The House, Reference Room,

Carriage House, Museum, and

Blacksmith Shop

The Christmas decorations in the house
will be put away until fall by the time this
newsletter hits the press. Ardeane Machado
Eckert will be preparing the house for spring
and the June BBQ. A big Thank You to Rosie
Machado Roberts and Nancy Cornelius
Williams who are always willing to roll up their
sleeves and help with the house. Barbara Cabral
has referenced and stored maps in archival tubes
which were donated by Mary Balaam. Reference
room volunteers Donnie Grossi Silva and Gloria
Moore Fuller maintain the museum among
completing numerous other requests. Jack
Landis has taken on the upkeep of the
Blacksmith Shop while Walter Klass makes
regular visits to clean the Carriage House. Jim
Sloan is taking saddles home to clean and oil
which are on display in the Carriage House.
Dennis Headrick maintains the Lompoc
Historical Society website (lompochistory.org)
while Myra Huyck Manfrina continues to
answer questions and f(ill requests received.
Karen Paaske maintains the Facebook site
(facebook.com). Myra Huyck Manfrina and the
reference room volunteers, including Carrol
Paaske, Shirley McCabe Phelps, and Maury
Hoag continue working on files. The endless
task of “files”, cleaning out, organizing and
creating, goes on and on!

Donations

Some of the material donations we have
received are WWII military medals beautifully
matted and framed from the estate of Ed Jenks.
The embellished wedding suit, pantaloons, night
cap, apron, beaded purse, a small mesh coin
purse, pearl necklace and bracelet belonging to
Annie Dora Filipponi Grossini. Two girls
dresses belonging to Lorraine Ann Grossini
Dutra, maps from Mary Balaam, numerous
items from Jim Reynolds, and vintage wood hair
perm rods and hair wave clips from Leona
Zeeman.

From the Treasurer’s Desk
Jeannette Wynne
Reminder from your Treasurer

Please have your March dinner reservations in the
mail before the deadline date of March 4. Once
the count is called in I can’t make changes and we
can’t guarantee you a seat. You don’t want to miss
one of Pastor Doug’s fabulous dinners and a great
program! Any questions, please call me directly at
737-1170.

Corrections to this newsletter or contributions to our
archives please contact Lompoc Valley Historical Society or
email Carolyn Huyck Strobel - t.ca@verizon.net

Officers and Directors
of the
Lompoc Valley Historical Society, Inc.
Executive Board:

Dennis Headrick, President
Ardeane Machado Eckert, 1stVice President
Gail Headrick Benson, 2™ Vice President
Debbie Schuyler Manfrina, Rec. Sec
Jeannette Miller-Wynne, Treasurer
Karen Paaske, Corresponding Sec.
Directors:

Barbara Mundell Cabral

Edward Everett, Gale Gloria Moore Fuller, Maury
Hoag, Myra Huyck Manfrina,

Vance Newcomb, Carrol Paaske,
Shirley McCabe Phelps,
Rose Machado Roberts,

Readon “Donnie” Grossi Silva, Carolyn Huyck
Strobel, Nancy Cornelius Williams,

Harvey Wynne




Oct. 17-22 Worked on Schrimples house

Oct. 24-31 Rheumatism wrote letters and
sent money home.

Oct. 31 Took a job to remode] Central Hotel

Nov. 2-30 Worked on Palmer and Dutton
House.

Nov. 22 Bought of the Great Easters(?)
Goods to the amount of $700. Packed and
shipped to wife

Nov. 26 Thanksgiving Day

Dec. 2-31 Worked on Hiscock house

Dec. Laid sidewalks and worked on houses

Dec. 25 Friday Christmas Day very warm |

weather
Dec. 31 Got a letter from my dear wife
Henning ended 1885 still in San Diego, and
~ still making bids, receiving considerable dollars
 withS. K. Shilling to assist him. A. S. Webb had
arrived Nov. 8 to give a hand.

1888

The 1888 Diary notes begin January 14 with
John S. Henning “starting for home”. Stayed
all night at Gaviota. Fare to Gaviota $2.00.
Apparently he was working in Santa Barbara.
See Jan 19 below.

Jan. 15 Left Gaviota 8 a.m. arrived home at
4 p.m. found all well

Jan 16 Rec’d telegraph from W. X. Miller.
Answered it immediately

Jan 17 At home with the family all day

Jan 18 Sowed barley for pasture

Returned to Santa Barbara

Jan 19 Started back to Santa Barbara with
Schuyler Arrived at Santa Barbara 10:45 p.m.

Jan 20 Commenced raining Rained all day

Jan 21 In the house all day it rained so could
not get out at all.

Jan 22 Frank’s baby was born at 1 pm and
died at 7 p.m. Wrote to G. W. Fleming

Jan 23 Raining no work Frank came home
from Carpinteria

Jan 24 Commenced on Wells house Frank’s
baby buried

Jan 25 Worked on Well’s house and on
Central Restaurant Commenced laying floor

Jan 26-Feb 2 Wells house, Frame, roof
framed and hips set up, Sheathing, cornice, and
shingling. Jan 26 got letter from Abie

Feb. 3 Commenced building chimney and
ready for lathing.

Feb. 4 finished Well’s house Rec’d $400,
Pay roll $140

Feb. 5 Sunday Went down to bro Frank’s
and found Mary very sick. Went home and
wrote a letter to my family.

Feb 6 Mary died at 1 pm of heart disease.

Feb 7 Frank’s wife buried today

Feb 6-8 Started and finished Catletts house

Feb 9-18 Back on Well’s house Painting,
porches, woodhouse and store room. Got letters
from Susie, Abie and Lizzie. Made bids Rec’d
$500 from Wells.

Feb.21-23 Made new plans for A. Hiscock

Feb 24 Laid water pipe to Well’s house.

My wife 50 years of age today

Feb 25-March 9 Plumbing and general finish-
ing Well’s House

Mar 9 Got lumber for Mr. Dugdale’s barn

Mar 10 Got the roof up and the front (?) up
and rafters on Dugdale’s barn.

Mar 12 Finshed repairing Dugdale’s barn
Commenced Kitchen for McGleson and

Mar 17 finished Mc Gleason’s kitchen.

Occasionally thru Feb and March Henning
or his helpers worked with Lawrence on
property, fence, made a wood box, hung a
screen door and on March 31 Henning settled

Jor his and the “boys’ stay at the Lawrences’

while in Sania Barbara.
Mar 18-30 General clean-up at Well’s house
and did a kitchen job on Catlett’s house
Back to Lompoc
Mar 31 Fixed up ready to Start Home
April 1 and 2
Started home 8:15 am
El Capitan noon
Camped 3™ gulch east of Gaviota
Left camp 7 am
Gaviota 8 am
At San Julian ranch house by noon
Arrived home 6 pm
April 3-16 Worked in orchard
April 3 hung up the meat, went to town, took
butter and eggs and got flour and sugar
April 4 got piano tuned
April 5 made a chicken coop
Aprill0 Incorporation Election defeated by
12 votes
April 18 built corral fence
April 17 and 20 plowed in the nursery
April 27-May 2 Planted Corn and Potatoes
May 3 Planted Watermelons
May 4 and 5 Planted Beans
May 7 Started work on Mr. Fisk’s cottage



going to school.
Feb. 10-14 set out trees Feb. 14 Set fence
posts
. Feb 16-17 Whitestein helped wiring posts
around farm. '
Feb. 18 Settled acct’s with J. A. Henning
and Shilling.. Done a little plowing at home.

Feb 19 and 20 Plowed the orchard and the

hill. Abie run the Acme

Feb. 21 Settled with Brown, Paid W. Barker
Took dinner with Barker. Got my tools home.

Feb.22-25 Fixed Acme for four horses.
Killed and cut up 2 hogs, made sausage. Run
Acme, commenced sowing barley

Feb. 27, 28 Harrowing Bald Barley. Worked
onroad John run Acme-and I set out frujt trees

Mar 2 Shopping 1 1b Flour 24 Ibs sugar

1 can coal oil, 1 can tea

Mar. 3 Gave note on lumber acct. $320
Saltzman for trees $62. Plowed and was sick.

Mar.4 Inauguration Day

Mar. 6 Red cow had bull calf John and
Bent to Ocean fishing.

Mar. 6-10 Sick most days (chill and head
ache)

Mar. 11-15 Plowed across the way and
hauled water,

Mar 16 Solar eclipse

Mar 16-18 Built smoke house

Mar 20-26 Hauled water, watering trees
(sprinkled rain on 23%) -

Mar 27 Meeting at M. E. Church South

Mar 30-April 3 Harrowed bean land, made
plans and specifications for calaboose.

Apr 2 set out apricots Got letter from Lizzie

Apr. 5 Easter

April 7-9 drizzled and rained

April 11 Earthquake 7:45 p.m.

April 13 School re-commenced after Easter

April 14 Lotta one year old

April 16  After shock
pumpkins

April 22 John’s birthday 16-years-old.
Milking red cow.

April 23-30
planting

May 1 Picnic at beach Stayed all night

May 2 Abie 11-years-old

May 3-9 Carpentry

May 10 Elder Webb’s farewell sermon

May 11-29 Carpentry and farming

May 30 Decoration Day

16-18 Planted

Rolling, plowing harrowing

San Diego

June 1 “Took a Notion to go to San Diego”
John S Henning apparently heard there was a
lot of work being done in San Diego, so on

June 2 he packed up and got ready to go to
San Diego and on

June 3 at 11 o’clock he started for San Diego.
(He left his family in Lompoc.)

June 3-Jun 10 he described all the places he
stayed on his trip.

June 11 went to wharf to see if his tools had
arrived.

June 12 (Met D. F. Henning in National
City)

June 13 Commenced work for Cal Southern
RR unloading ties (9 Hours).

June 15-17 Looking for work

June 18 Bid on a house in Old San Diego
and got the contract to do the carpentry work.

June 19-July 8 worked on that house and as
soon as that was done he began work on a barn,
He wrote letters home and received letters from
home. He began employing helpers (some from
Lompoc) and left them to Jfinish jobs when he
went on to new jobs.

July 21 Worked on Keane house two days
and quit the job “because I would not work for a
fool.”

July 23 The diary mentioned the death of
Gen. Grant '

July 26 Went to Baptist Church to hear the
Rev. Palmer memorial on Gen. Grant.

August worked on barns Finished Sept. 1

Sept. 2 Commenced work on Schimple
house. J. S. Henning and D. F. Henning

Sept. 11 added a “Dutchman” Mike Haubert

Sept 17 My 56™ Birthday

Sept. 30 Married 25 years ago (1860)

Oct.3 S. K. Shilling arrived from Lompoc
added to crew. Worked on cornices,

Oct. 4 (Sunday) Went up to see the Horton
House. Church in evening.

Oct. 5, 6 Shingled and put up 18 frames.

Oct. 7 Window caps and ceiling upstairs.

Oct. 8 Worked on stairs, cornices and doors
and windows Oct 9 finishing up stairs

Oct. 10 Rec’s $100 on contract
workers Sent $10 to Susie in a letter

Oct. 14 Put up rear stairs, made bid on Hotel
job.

Oct. 16 D. F. Henning went to work on the
Old Horton House

Paid



March Quarterly Dinner Meeting

March 14, 2011

New Life Christian Church
816 North C Street

Visiting at 6pm with dinner served at 7pm

$20.00 per person

Paid reservations due BEFORE March 4, 2011

Menu:
A fabulous dinner prepared by Pastor Doug
shared with Lompoc Historical Society friends.

Guest Speaker

Peter Angelo Cargasacchi
Fifth Generation California family
Planted Cargasacchi Vineyard in 1998 in Santa Rita Hills AVA
and the following year planted the Jalama Vineyard.
Peter is a storyteller, winemaker and local resident.

RESERVATIONS FORM - DETACH AND RETURN WITH YOUR CHECK
March Dinner Meeting - New Life Christian Church - DUE BY March 4, 2011

NAME OF EACH GUEST
ATTENDING

PHONE NUMBER AND E-MAIL ADDRESS

NUMBER OF PERSONS ATTENDING @ $20.00 EACH

****************************************

Mail Check Payable to Lompoc Valley Historical Society, PO BOX §8, LOMPOC, CA 93438

%



May 8-June 9 Worked on Fisk house ($3.50
per day)

May 22 Fisk got doors and windows up from
Gaviota

May 23 Baldy horse died

May 31 Henry Mankin’s baby died at 1 am
buried in afternoon

June 2 Mr. Bush helped John put up hay

June 6 wrote specifications for Santa Rita
School

June 11,12 Tore down Hall’s barn

June 13-26 Put up Hall’s new Barn

June 26-July 4 worked on shed part of barn

July 2 Made a wagon tongue for Mr. Hall
July 5 Sheathing and shingling barn

July 6 Children all have measles

July 9 Abie quite sick with the measles
July 6-10 worked on Hall’s kitchen

July10-13 worked on Hall’s tank

July 14 Hung big doors on Hall’s barn

Moved tools home

July 16-19 finishing Chas. Fisk’s home
casing doors and windows

July 19 married 20 years today

July 19-Aug.18 Worked on Fisk cottage

July 31 Incorporation carried by 29 ma-
jority

Aug 19-24 Hauling Hay

Aug22-28 Hauled lumber from Fisk’s

Aug 24 Son John M Henning killed his first
deer Aug 26 John killed a buck

Aug 27, 28 Hauled lumber & got tools home.

Aug 29, 30 Settled accounts and worked on
tool shed.
Aug. 31 and Sept. 3 Worked on the (Baptist)
Church on donation, John (M. Henning) and I
John A. Henning was a member of the Baptist
Church from 1884 to 1887. ( John S. Henning
built John A.’s house in 1885. see above)

Sept 4-11 Worked on Baptist church (for
wages) with son, John M. Henning

Sept 6 Election Day

Sept 8 Rec’d pay from O. (Orson) Peck.

Sept 12-15 Worked on Hall’s Barn

Sept 15-19 Worked on Baptist Church

Sept 17 59" birthday

Sept 20, 21 worked on Fisk cottage

Sept 22 Worked on Halls & Baptist church

Sept 24-Oct 9 Built McClure’s Tank House

Oct 11-14 Went to San Lois Obispo

Oct 15-Nov 8 Worked on Church — finished
contract

Nov 9-Dec 31 Worked on home property and
other minor jobs.

More Questions Than Answers!

We know a lot more about 1885 and 1888 in
Lompoc as we have read the diary comments of
John S. Henning. Unfortunately we cannot ask
Henning questions or any of his contemporaries
to help us know more about family life, the men
on his carpentering crew or about the houses he
built or why he “took a notion to go to San
Diego” in 1885 and how long did he stay there.

We learn that he was in Santa Barbara
building houses three years later in 1888. It is
probable there were more carpenters in Lompoc
in competition to build fewer houses than in
cities like San Diego and Santa Barbara.

Through the diaries while he was away from
home there were countless comments about
receiving letters from various family members
and answering them, sometimes sending money.

Where Henning and others surrounding

Families Lived

The late Ethel Horn Smith described the
northeast corner of Lompoc as follows: “To the
east along the west bank of the river and
adjacent was the Arkley family; Billie Hilburn,
father of Harvey Hilburn; the Schuyler family
and cherry orchard; the Wurl place; John S.
Henning property; John Dietzman; Whitestein;
the Young family; Tom Dickenson; Hilburn;
John Balaam; Anderson and many others. John
Mankins and F. H. Boie also lived in that
section.”

The Henning House on North A St..

Records show that John S. Henning built the
prominent two story house on North A in 1890
after the 1888 diary was written. He may have
built the water tower structure first and lived in
that until the accompanying house was built.
That was often the way outlying homes were
built, starting with the water tower.

Mortality

Death is inevitable, however in every genera-
tion until our own (those of us in our 80’s), there
was a different kind of acceptance. In Legacies
101a-101e, describing life in the early 1900’s,
young people died from TB. In Aug. 1881
Orson Peck lost both his brother and his 2™
wife. We don’t know why. In 1885 and 1888
kids had measles. Remember polio sugar pills
and miraculous immunity? Modern meds have
extended life — but we find other ways to die...




Lompoc Valley Historical Society, Inc.
PO Box 88
Lompoc, CA 93438

Calendar

OPEN HOUSES AND WORK DAYS FOR THE NEXT
THREE MONTHS

All dates and times below are open for tours and research

Each Monday and Thursday during the month except
National Holidays:
8am to 11 am

Saturday Open Houses:
10am to 1pm
February 25
March 25
April 22

Lynn Clock usually plays the Aeolian Organ
on the Saturday Open House.

Mark Your Calendar
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Lompoc Valley Historical Society, Inc.

LOMPOC, CALIFORNIA
1 WISH TO JOIN THE Society - I am enclosing
$ in payment for the year
MARK CLASS OF MEMBERSHIP
*ANNUAL DUES*
Single Membership -$25.00
Family Membership - (in household) $35.00
Sustaining: person or group offering monetary support
without participation in activities -
Individual - $50.00 and Groups - $100.00
Patron - and Businesses, etc - $250.00
Junior membership - Under Age 18 - $5.00
*LIFETIME MEMBERSHIP*
Individual - $250.00
Family - $350.00
Organization - $500.00
*MEMORIAL CONTRIBUTION*
Special memorials may be made in the name of a deceased
person in any dollar amount.

Please give year of birth and death for that person.
Include name and address for deceased family members.
Please mail with check to
Lompoc Valley Historical Society, Inc
PO BOX 88, Lompoc, CA 93438



