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45™ ANNIVERSARY
BUILDING A LEGACY

Photos in this issue compiled by: Carrol Paaske

The Fabing-McKay-Spanne home was the
first two story Victorian home built in Lompoc
134 years ago by Henry Wadsworth Fabing in
1875. Henry and his family lived on their ranch
on Union Sugar Avenue until 1887/88. When
Henry and Amanda moved into their Victorian
home, their four children were grown, and some
were married. We know for sure the youngest,
Lulu was married in the front parlor. Since it
was unoccupied for so many years the
townspeople called it “Fabing’s Folly”.

When originally built the upper floor was
left as one large open room with no indoor
access. Mr. Fabing used this space for storage of
his supplies. He used a tall latter reaching
outside the north window and raised and
lowered his supplies with a pulley if necessary.
The short time the Fabing family lived here there
was no running water, indoor plumbing or
electricity. The house was heated with a
fireplace in the parlor and the wood stove in the
kitchen.

In 1902 the house was sold to the William
McKay Family. William and Sarah had six
daughters. The original home had three
bedrooms. The McKay daughters were able to
pgersuade their father to remodel the upper attic
area into three bedrooms and building a
staircase. Also, while the McKay’s were living in

their home, indoor plumbing and electricity was 1

installed. The third original bedroom on the main
floor, at the end of the hall sharing the kitchen
wall, was divided into two rooms, one a butlers
pantry and the other an indoor bathrooin.

The Nis and Karen Spanne Family
purchased the home in 1911 and became the third
owners of the property. Their eight children were
raised in this home, the two youngest born here.
Through the years, after their eight children were
all grown, the Spanne’s rented rooms to service
men and teachers. Their home was always happy
and full of activity. The Spanne’s occupied their
Victorian home until 1966.

In November 1968 the home was in ill
repair, the grounds overgrown and was due to be
demolished. It was at that time the Lompoc
Historical Society purchased the property. A
dedicated group of pioneers, with a shoe string
and a prayer, took on the task of refurbishing the
Victorian structure. At times the work was
daunting and creative financing a necessity to say
the least, this group of pioneers persevered with a
vision and their love of building a Legacy.

Forty-five years of dedicated and tireless
work, the Legacy of the Fabing-McKay-Spanne
Home has been transformed into 2 Legacy future
generations will be proud of. Forty-fiveyears later
some of the original dedicated pioneers are still
giving of themselves continuing their work.



« Finishing a rocker in the Parlor
Alora Spanne

Restoring Joe Machado’s Wagon N Pergola Progress L

Joe Manfrina, Ed Everett, |
Jack Brandon, Glen Schuyler

Earle Sweetland, Walt Manfring

.



Placing Clark Emmons wagon in covered patio area

Glen Schuyler, John Jansson, Ed Everett, Walt Manfrina

Erecting the Windmill
Walter Klass, Joe Manfrina

Cleaning the Museum
Carrol Paaske
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Working on Jalama Albumt
Lawrence and Pat Dutra




Placing Clark Emmons wagon in covered patio area

Glen Schuyler, John Jansson, Ed Everett, Walt Manfrina '

Erecting the Windmill
Walter Klass, Joe Manfrina

Cleaning the Museum
Carrol Paaske

Working on Jalama Album'
Lawrence and Pat Dutra




Checking Out Dr. Heiges Exam Table!
Joe Manfrina, Virgil Phelps, Earle Sweetland,
Walt Manfrina, John Jansson
Oscar “Ozzie” Cook on table!

A Well Deserved 10 O’Clock Coffee Break!




Cleaning Tool Box
Anne Calvert, Myra Manfrina

“The Outhouse”
Jack Brandon, Walt Manfrina, Denunis Headrick

" Interior Door Paint Prep
Bob Lower



DON RAY

MEMORIAL PLAQUES
A Thank You to Donald Ray

Band and Orchestra 1,
2, 3, 4; Jamboree and
Track 2,3, 4; Tennis 3,
4; Obperetta 3; A. S. B.
Yell Leader 2, 3; Var-
sity Football 4; Bushet-
ball 4; Class Yell Lead-
er 3, 4; Senmior Class
Play.

Donald Ray, who has been making
our memorial plaques for many years,
donating his time and work, with the
plaques, nails and boards donated by the
Historical Society, has now passed the
baton to Art Vargas, or Vargas Jewelers.
Art will continue in the same way.

Don, whe has lived in Bueliton for
many years, is a graduate of Lompoc High
School, Class of 1939. His parents were
Sam and Irene Ray. After college, Don
went into the Army serving in the North
African-European Theater, and was
discharged in 1945.

Engraving and Jeweiry work has
been a hobby since College days, and with
a move to Santa Barbara opened his own
engraving and trophy shop in 1947. In
1960 he moved with wife Doris Johnson
Hartfeld to Buellton where he operated a
service station in Solvang with his brother
Richard Ray. He did ornamental iron
work and later worked for the City of
Solvang’s Municipal Utility District
retiring in 1986.

We greatly appreciate all of Don’s
work and loving'dedication.

Norman Rockwell Plate Collection

A large collection of Norman
Rockwell plates have been donated to the
Historical Society. We were wondering if
there is anyone of our readers who would
like to sell them on E-Bay. Not necessarily
individually but as an entire lot for us. If
you are interested, please contact the
reference room - 735-4626, or Myra
Manfrina at 736-5304
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The Memorial Roses in the garden
are in full bloom. A Memorial Rose may
be purchased for a loved one with a
minimum donation of $25.00 which
includes the name plaque. Please indicate
the donation is for Memorial Roses and the
name of the recipient. The purchase of any
new roses and replacing seven others will
be completed during bare root season.
Momnetary donations for the maintenance of
the roses is always appreciated.

Harvey Wynne has refurbished the
sprinkler and drip system for the yard.
This has freed up a lot of time with the
yard duties. Jo Hoag spends her Monday
and Thursday mornings working on the
roses and weeding. Thank you both. The
yard is not only beautiful...it smells
wonderful!

Refinishing the Original Front Doer
Lester Bondiette



Refinishing Picnic Tables
Glen Schuyler, Earle Sweetland, Ed Everett

Replacing Front Porch Boards
Dean Moreheart, Don Chambers,
Earle Sweetland, Walt Manfrina

“A Favorite Place”
Oscar Cook, Earle Sweetland, Mary Miller

o



FEATURING OUR RESEARCHERS

The reference room files hold a
wealth of information for many visitors
who research for their various projects.
We will be featuring our guests
beginning with Johnny McReynolds,
author. Myra Manfrina graciously
assists these researchers, visit after
visit, until every detail is uncovered.
Many times before she is through all
the reference room docents are
assisting. And, we never know what we
will find!

Lompoc: Padres to Pinot is not
your garden variety history book.
Actually it is not a history book at all.
Not many famous men or dates to
memorize.

But it takes Lompoc history and
tells stories-- stories about Cabrillo
sailing in from Mexico in the 1500°s and
discovering that some of the natives
bere had a woman as their chieftain. A
woman! Cabrillo was shocked.

The bock illustrates that the
women-in-authority issue was long
lasting. As late as 1960 the guys who
hung out at Jaspers were outraged at
the idea that a woman, in this case
Moselle Forward, would run for
Lompoc City Council. A woman! “My
old lady will get real uppity if she
wins,” said one regular over a bottle of
Bud.

And there are the stories of
Temperance and stills in the hills
outside of town. Walt and Joe Manfrina
discovered one.

Then there is the Solomon Pico
gang, the Hmong migration from
Southeast Asia to Lompoc, the advent
of the wine industry and scores of color
photographs of flower fields, murals,
launches and La Purisima Mission. The
book makes a great gift for birthday or
Christmas.

John McReynolds, the author,
wrote the sports page in the Lompoc
Record for years. His chapters are
short and easy to read but full of color.
We have that book for sale at our
Reference Room Library.

John is working now on a sequel
to this book, and also another book of
the 100 Japanese families who lived in
Lompoc in April 1942, but who were
sent away to internment camps due to
WWII, and except for two of those
families, never returned to Lompoc.

Please send material about
them, even the tiniest shred of a story
or third hand comment. Send to 409
South A Street, Lompoc, CA 93436, or
email \ Varizor or

call (805) 736-6352.

Many Lompocans are just finding
out that Jim and Marilyn “Mimi” Laubly
Hoag both died in March of this year,
within a week of each other. Both grew up
in Lompoc. Jim was born in 1926 at
Floradale Farms to Bill and Lois Hoag. He
graduated in 1944 and Mimi in 1945. The
two high school sweethearts married in
1948 in Lompoc.

Jim had 50 years of service with the
W. Atlee Burpee Co., starting as a boy
mucking out the mule sheds at Floradale
for 50 cents a week, working up through
the years to International Sale Manager,
living with his family in California, Mexico,
Pennsylvania, and also traveling
extensively in Europe in his job.

Mimi, the daughter of Charles
“Ves” and Dale Laubly- he was Lompoc’s
City Clerk for many years and had Watts
& Laubly grocery store-was born in Santa
Maria in 1928.

Her life’s work was into the arts,
creating, preserving, celebrating traditions,
working in Bucks Co., PA as a fine arts
librarian, founding a Book-Bike, Inc., a
lending library on wheels in Warminster
Heights, PS, and every so many
horticultural and herbal and nature
societies.

Jim has been ill all of last year, and
Mimi, just a week after he died, suffered a
brain ameurism. Their home was San
Lorenzo, CA. They had 4 children, 8
grandchildren and one great grandchild.

Jim’s sister Lenore Hoag Mulryan
died in August, 2008.



President’s Message

Treasures
By Dennis Headrick

The Lompoe Valley Historical Society is celebrating
its 45® anniversary this year. Back in 1964, a small
group was assembled to establish the society with the
intent of collecting and preserving historical artifacts
and research material relating to Lompoc. That effort
was spearheaded by Anne and Earl Calvert. The
Calverts were intent on forming such an organization to
preserve local history, as they witnessed the alarming
elimination of some of Lompoc’s grand old homes and
buildings, resulting in the Joss of some significant
historical and architectural landmarks. Thankfully,
many of the “pioneers” were still alive at that time and
recognized the importance of preserving local history.
They donated their collections of old family photos,
photo albums of historic Lompoc scenes and buildings,
scrap books, diaries and artifacts that played a role in
our interesting history. That was the beginning of the
extensive reference library that we now maintain. Over
the years we continued to receive amazing donations of
material - some being rare, one-of-a-kind items, not
available elsewhere.

We have treasures!

The original charter of the society hangs in the hall at
the Fabing-McKay-Spanne House. It is an imposing
framed document on which the names of all charter
members are meticulously handwritten. Sadly, most of
the original charter members have passed on. Some of
us, however, continue to serve the organization on the
Board. Myra Manfrina, for example, is one of those
charter members who has served on the Board of
Directors since the beginning. She is our “go-to person”
when we need to know where something came from, or
where it may be stashed. Over the years, she has
assembled an impressive collection of local family
genealogies, used extensively in research by
descendants of Lompoc pioneers. She has an
encyclopedic knowledge of local history.

She is another of our treasures!

As a teen-aged charter member forty-five years ago, I
never envisioned that I would someday be the president
of the Lompoc Valley Historical Society. On my way to
the presidency, I saw the organization evolve with the
purchase of the Fabing-McKay-Spanne House and the
significant piece of property on which it sits. I
witnessed the construction of the carriage house,
museum room and reference room. The old garage was
expanded by our ambitious and imaginative band of
volunteers and turned into a blacksmith shop. Those
volunteers even built a cupola on top to house one of the
many bells donated to us! I have seen those same
volunteers refinish furniture, paint and repaint, repair
plumbing and electrical wiring, maintain landscaping,
lay brick sidewalks, build fences and restore wagons,
buggies and even an outhouse. 1 have seen the
resourceful use of reclaimed barn boards and some
very clever solutions to storage problems.

All the while, those same volunteers regaled us with
stories of growing up, working, playing and raising
families in Lompoc in the “good old days.”

More treasures.

Our members and the community at large have always
been generous with donations when they were needed
most. Years ago, when we conducted a mail campaign
soliciting donations to build the first of our outbuildings,
we received enough donations to complete that building,
with some money left over. Subsequent requests realized
the same result as we continued to expand the building.
When our 1889 player Aeolian Organ needed
renovation, estimated to cost in excess of $4,000,
donations rolled in, completely funding the restoration.
When it was publicized that all windows in the house
needed replacement, donations were received, covering a
portion of that expense. In addition, members and
friends purchased the old windows after their removal.
Even more treasures.

We are most grateful to all of you, our members, who
are truly the treasures that keep us going and motivated.
THANK YOU.

For the past couple of years, our board has been
scrutinizing our by-laws. Although the original
document, developed 45 years ago still worked, we
recognized that changes had to be made to keep up with
current trends. The document was updated, with the
addition of more general language that allows the
Historical Society to function without having to
continually change the by-laws. Board member Gail
Benson encouraged the board to make suggestions for
changes. That input, along with the advice of a
professional Parliamentarian, provided material for an
updated document that fulfills the requirements of 2
living, legal document. Note the keyword Legal.
Interestingly, the professional indicated that many by-
laws include items that may not be entirely legal!

Some former by-law items will now be included
in separate standing rules. These are items that may be
changed, added, or deleted frequently, such as
committee assignments and duties.

At their July meeting, the Board of Directors
approved the new by-laws. They will be voted on for
ratification at the September dinner meeting in a short
business session. If you would like to see these by-laws,
reading copies are available in the reference room.
Copies may also be mailed or emailed, if necessary.



VYolunteers

Volunteers are needed for the following
activities, as little as one hour a month. Call the
Historical Society Monday and Thursday 8am
to 11am at 735-4626 or stop by.

1. Elementary school tour guides on Thursdays

1% -2 hours - beginning 9am

[

- Monthly maintenance of Carriage House

1to 2 hours - any time 8am - 11am on
Monday or Thursday

[ 78]

. Monthly maintenance of the Museum Room
1 to 2 hours - any time 8am - 11am on
Monday or Thursday

Yard Maintenance, caring for roses and
weeding - 1 hour Mon and/or Thurs

9]

. Assist at monthly Saturday tours-
10am to 2 pm the 4™ Saturday

(=

- Reference room docents - working on files,
assisting visitors with research- Monday
and/or Thursday 8am - 11am

7. Adopt a room in the house changing displays
1 to 2 hours monthly - schedule time

0

. Assist with the Lompoc Historical Society
web site

Lompoc Valley Historical Society
549 Members

CMemorials

We send [ovuzg aympa.t/ﬁy to the
/[arm[}/ msmgsm of l:/;s fo[[oun'ng }[o’c which we
received memonial donations in dl/(ag, guz.s,
July.

Joe Lawrence Manfrina 1915 - 2009
Joe Grossini 1917 - 2009
Tilden D. Brughelli 1913 - 2009
Betty Kolding Dittman 1920 - 2009
William “Bill” Perry 1926 - 2009
Lorraine Reitmeier 2009

£ 3 X
Corrections to this newsletter or contributions to our

archives _please contact Lompoc Valley Historical
Society _or _email Carolyn Huyck Strobel

Lca@verizon.net

Xxx
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From. the Treasurer’s Desh

By Jeannette Wynne

It's hard to believe it's already August. That means
several things will be happening soon. Get your
calendars out and mark these special dates:

August 31st is the end of the "fiscal year" for the
society. That means you'll be receiving a
membership renewal notice sometime this month.
Member dues, unless you are a ""lifetime" member,
are due on September 1st of this year. Fill out your
renewal choices and drop it in the mail as soon as
possible.

September 4th (Friday) is the Annual Dinner
Meeting/Class Reunions at the Elks Lodge ($22 per
person). Please have your reservations sent in so I
receive them by FRIDAY, AUGUST 21st. As
always, list the names of each person attending for
easier check-in, Make checks payable to LVHS and
mail to P.O. Box 88, Lompoc, CA 93438.

September Sth -Saturday- Open house 10-2pm at
the Fabing-McKay-Spanne House. Donations
always accepted.

September 6th - Sunday - Chicken BBQ at Ryon
Park $10 per person. If you can bring the correct
change I'd appreciate it. No "pre-sales" - pay at
the picnic.

I'll be looking forward to seeing many of you at
these activities! If you have any questions, please
call me at 737-1170 or e-mail me:
cybernana@verizon.net.

Officers and Directors
of the
Lompoc Valley Historical Society, Inc.
Executive Board:
Dennis Headrick, President
Ardeane Machado Eckert, 2*® Vice President
Debbie Schuyler Manfrina, Rec. Sec
Beverly Morehart Preece, Corresp. Sec.
Jeannette Miller-Wynne, Treasurer
Directors:
Gail Headrick Benson,
Barbara Mundell Cabral
Edward Everett, Gale Gloria Moor Fuller,
Maury Hoag, Myra Huyck Manfrina,
Vance Newcomb, Carrol Paaske, Karen Paaske,
Shirley McCabe Phelps, Rose Machado Roberts,
Readon “Donnie” Grossi Silva, Carolyn Huyck
Strobel, Nancy Cornelius Williams,
Harvey Wynne



