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HODGE PODGE OF MISCELLANY

Lompoc Legacy 101a
Lompoc Valley Historical Society, Inc. Newsletter
For May, June, July 2009
Hodge Podge Edited by Carolyn Strobel and the Reference Room Docents
The Legacy Writien and Edited by Vance Newcomb

NOTE- The Hodge Podge and Lompoc Legacy will be combined and mailed quarterly.

*June BBQ Reservation Ticket Inside*

4" of July Celebrations
Rodeos, Queens, Parades, and Model 7 Races

This issue compiled by: Donnie Grossi Silva and Gale Fuller

_ By Myra Manfrina in 1957 for the Lompoc Record.

“Early on the morning of July 3, 1875, when Lompoc was nine years old, townspeople were awakened by a loud
report from firearms and anvils, heralding the beginning of the festivities for the first Independence Day planned by the
Lompoc Temperance Colonists (They were celebrating on the 3% because the Fourth fell on the Sabbath.) :

All during the morning a steady stream of wagons and buggies loaded with fathers and mothers, children, aunts and
uncles, and baskets brimming with good things to eat, wended their way to Miguelito Park& ; ‘ _

When all were gathered Major J ackson, who acted as Marshall of the day, started the'program. “America” was sung,
a prayer was offered by Rev. T.D. Lewis, of Central City (Santa Maria) and J.W. Green, of La Graciosa (Orcutt), read the
Declaration of Independence. The son of Dr. C.F. Childs, Lompoc’s physician, all decked out in costume and liberty cap and
waving the Stars and Stripes, sang “The Red, White and Blue”, Thomas McNuita, a young lawyer from Santa Barbara,
delivered the oration, and S.H. Webb was a speaker. ' :

After further singing and the picnic lunch was eaten, the children entertained their elders with exercises and
recitations.” 1 . : :

Bull Riding - 4" of July Rodeo - Circa 1940's
Anyone who can identify these cowboys please contact the Historical Society.
The Rodeo Association stationary letterhead has been copied from original sheets in-.our archives.
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From the Creaswer’'s Desk

By Jeannette Wynne

We will soon be gathering for the June BBQ
under the pergola at the Fabing-McKay-Spanne
house. Not long after that, we'll be celebrating
our annual membership dinner/class reunions
at the Elk's Lodge, and pioneer picnic at Ryon
Park during the Labor Day weekend. My
column in the last newsletter explained how we
arrive at the costs for these activities. I didn’t
hear from anyone, so I am assuming everyone
understood the process. Reminder: Please
include the names of each person attending the
events you will be sending in reservations for.
Also, please mail your reservation forms in
several days BEFORE the cut-off date. You
may contact me if you have any questions at
737-1170. Make your checks payable to LVHS
and mail to P.O. Box 88, Lompoc, CA 93438

Lompoc Historical Society
556 Members

e e

CAMemorials

We send loving sympathy to the family
members of the following for which we
received memorial donations in
February, March and April

Mary Sousa Bondietti
Richard Henning
Jennie Dickson Dutra
Alice Gros
Beverly Dodds
Rayola Mankins Bernhardt

L33

Corrections to this newsletter or contributions to
our archives please contact Lompoc Historical

Society or email Carclyn Strobel - t.ca@verizon.net
A

BiT FROM THE PAST

1909
Head-Bake at Sloan’s Grove
Written By
Marguerite Rennie Hall

“In the Lompoc early days head-bakes
down the valley in upper LaSalle Canyon on the
James Sloan ranch were a real treat picnic when a
large gathering of Lompoc friends gathered for a
“Head-bake”.

Several days ahead a large pit was dug,
probably a 6' by 6', and completely lined with
rocks gathered from the creek bottom. A stack of
oak wood logs and branches was placed on the
bottom of the pit Saturday evening before the
Sunday picnic, the fire was started and well going,
then a sheet iron topping was put over the top of
the pit and then covered with dirt. Early Sunday
morning the sheet iron was lifted, the coals
removed and several steers heads complete, skin
and all and a big leg of lamb and roast of pork or
beef was added all wrapped in wet gunny sacks.
The hole of hot rocks was recovered with the
sheet iron slab and dirt and there it remained until
thoroughly roasted, about 1 or 2 pm. or longer on
Sunday. When ready to eat the skin was removed
from the head, meat sliced nicely and brought to
the table for eats. Some liked the brain and
tongue, most thought the other meat was delicious

and were always ready for another head bake.”

Officers and Directors
of the
Lompoc Valley Historical Society, Inc.
Executive Board:

Dennis Headrick, President
Oscar Cook, 1* Vice President
Ardeane Machado Eckert, 2™ Vice President
Debbie Schuyler Manfrina, Rec. Sec
Beverly Morehart Preece, Corresp. Sec.
Jeannette Miller-Wynne, Treasurer
Directors:
Gail Headrick Benson,
Barbara Mundell Cabral
Edward Everett, Maury Hoag
Myra Huyck Manfrina, Vance Newcomb,
Carrol Paaske, Shirley McCabe Phelps,
Rose Machado Roberts, Glenn Schuyler,
Readon *“Donnie” Grossi Silva,
Nancy Cornelius Williams, Harvey Wynne
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President’s Message
By Dennis Headrick

Flour Sacks and Holey Socks

* People are staying closer to home, rather than taking
long, expensive vacations. The term “Staycation” has

crept into our vocabulary, as people take in the sights -

and sounds of their loca] and surrounding communities,

* Many are staying home more and enjoying their
homes, yards and gardens and even involving the entire
family in planting, maintaining and manicuring their
homes and properties.  Some have resurrected the
“Victory Garden,” of WWII, raising their own

€nergy consumed by clotheg dryers and free wind and

Sun power. Plus, sheets smell much fresher after

spending the day outside!

even more escape as Fred and Ginger frolicked in Rio or
on a cruise ship!

* People are doing more cooking and depending less on
eating out. During the Great Depression and even
afterward, eating out was a special event or a reward for
the family, and not an everyday occurrence. The added
benefit of cooking your own is knowing exactly what ig
in your food.

The number of people who lived through the depression
is rapidly declining. Some of us, whose parents lived
through the depression, sti]l recall the practices they
continued for the rest of their lives, For example,
carefully unwrapping gifts and folding the gift wrap for

delicately removing tin foil from 3 dish, Straightening it
out, wiping it clean and reusing it. Sometimes jt was
reused more than once, When clothing was no longer
wearable, it was made into cleaning rags, Buttons were
cut off and saved in 5 button box for replacements or for
new clothing that was made from recycled drapery
fabric, chicken feed sacks or flour sacks. Flour sacks
also made the best dish towels. Rags were precious
commodities, used for Cleaning, or spread with
mentholatum to WIap sore throats, or cut into strips to

make rugs. Scraps of yamn from knitting and crog,
projects were saved and tied together to make mul
colored afghans, baby booties, or stocking caps, ofte
presented to friends or family as gifis. Fabric scraps
were utilized in the same manner, to make a crazy quilt,
napkins, aprons or table runners. Instead of buying new

Socks were not thrown away if they developed holes. If
you didn’t own a darning egg, You stretched a holey

Miscellaneous pieces of wood, from past projects or
Scavenged from neglected Scrap piles were hoarded,
There was always a home improvement project that

a 2x4 and attaching another piece, sometimes ap old
reclaimed orange crate, as a handle,

How many remember when those almost-empty catsup
bottles were turned upside down to coax the very last
drop out of the bottle? Then.....the bottles were rinsed
with a bit of water and the diluted Jjuice used in meatloaf
or spaghetti!

If you could afford the occasional ham, you had
delectable meal, or two. Then, for a day or so,
lunchtime ham sandwiches.  Whep slicing became
difficult, you made ham salad, and finally used the ham
hock to flavor the stock in homemade (not canned)

found its way into the dog’s dish. The phrase “Use it up,
wear it out, make it do, or do without” was a household
motto, which sti]] influences many of ys today.
Recycling is not a New concept. It was bormp out of
necessity in the 19307,
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WANTED ™ EveRyon

To have a fun time at the June BBQ

Historical Society Pergola
207 No L Street

Sunday, June 14, 2009 Around Noon
Cost - $10.00 per person

Bring deserts to share

BBQ Beef, Beans, Bread, Salad, Coffee
PreparedbytheRimBot‘tomBoysandouromDocents

Fkkkkk

Bit from the Past

reek called Lompoc Mining District. The north boundary was at the Santa Ynez River
mouth, ran in southerly direction to Honda Creek and from low tide % mile inland. Discovery
claims were allowed 1500 feet in length and 300 feet in width, The recording fee was $1.50 per

claim and 1 days work each 30 days to hold the claim.”
ek dok

Come early and visit with friends, tour the House, Carriage House,
Museum, Blacksmith Shop, and our Reference Room
See all our changes and how we have grown

Prepaid Reservation Ticket Below

June BBQ at Fabing/MeKay/Spanne House
Sunday, June 14, 2009

Name
Address Phone
Number of Persons at $10.00 Each

Names of ersons attending
Mail check to Lompoc Valley Historical Society, Inc., PO Box 88, Lompoc, CA 93438
Deadline for reservations June 8, 2009
We must have reservations early to purchase supplies
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