
“Facebook” page. 

Karen Paaske has continues 

the digital effort through that 

“Facebook” page. Scouring the 

internet for Lompoc mentions, 

reports and memorabilia, then 

posting them for the enjoyment 

of all. 

As 21st century progresses, it is 

not hard to imagine this news-

letter delivered by email or a 

virtual reference room on the 

internet. And although “… a 

book for release to the public…” 

has not materialized in the past 

50 years, with the advent of 

micro-publishing, it’s not hard 

to imagine a fu ture where that 

“competent” writer could sub-

mit an ebook to Amazon or 

ibooks. 

 From the beginning the Historical 

Society’s objective has not only 

been the preservation of the Fa-

bing-McKay-Spanne House and 

the artifacts relating to the home’s 

era, but also the documentation 

and publication of the Lompoc 

Valley area’s rich history and folk-

lore. In fact our By Laws state in 

it’s 2nd article, “...promote the 

writing of a book on the Lompoc 

area by a competent writer…”  

The book has yet to appear, yet 

several talented people have con-

tributed to “...preserving and 

maintaining interest in the early 

Lompoc Pioneers and the very col-

orful early history of the Lompoc 

Valley.” 

From the very first newsletters 

which were only the latest meet-

ing’s minutes and periodic mail-

ings inviting members to up com-

ing events and projects in the 

1960’s to the 90’s more formal 

double sided tri-folded sheet 

called “Historical Ramblings” the 

newsletter has provided members 

current information.   

In 1974, Lompoc Legacy began a 

run of 115 issues put out quarter-

ly by Vance Newcomb, experi-

enced in printing he published an 8-

page booklet offering original histori-

cal content with illustrations. 

At the end of 1990, newsletter duty 

fell to an accomplished writer and 

our resident historian Myra Manfri-

na after her first issue she duded 

her offering “The Hodge Podge of 

Miscellany”. It covered the happen-

ings of the society and mixed with 

the events and projects were histori-

cal facts, stories  and humorous tid-

bits.  

In 2008, Carolyn Huyck Strobel 

came on board  the newsletter even-

tually taking over “The Hodge Podge 

of Miscellany” from Myra. For the 

past five years Vance and Carolyn 

have edited  each respective quarter-

ly until the Legacy’s 100th issue 

when the two were merged into sin-

gle mailing. Finally last year Carolyn 

took on the double responsibility as 

editor for both publications. 

 Dennis Headrick put together a web 

presence for the society, ushering in 

the 21st century and a digital 

“Historical Ramblings” with a series 

of essay style articles on various top-

ics on our website. Dennis also was 

the pioneer venture into the social 

media frontier by starting our 

Continuing  50  years  of  Tradit ion  

Char ter  Members st i l l  on  the ro l ls  

Fi f ty  Years  Later. . .  

Gail H Benson  - Sharon Scolari Cunningham  - Edward L Everett  - Gale Fuller  
Dennis Headrick  - Eugene Huseman  - Drs. Blake and Karin Jamison 
Walter, Myra, Barry & Robert Manfrina  - Kirt Moore   - James and Mrs. Mosby 
James B and Joan Olivera  - Angie Pasquini  - Robert Scolari  
Domenic and Denny Signorelli  - Minniebelle Stalker 

Founded September  5,  1964 at Lompoc,  Cal if ornia  

The Lompoc Legacy 

Lompoc Valley Historical Society, Inc. 

Fa l l  201 4 

No.  1 19 

Julie McLaughlin 

is the new editor of the 

quarterly newsletter. 

Anyone wishing to  

contribute articles 

and/or info to be 

included can 

contact her by email 

jamc2001@gmail.com 

Historical Society Workers 



The H Street  Br idge  
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Built in 1926, the bridge was fi-

nally built as a way out of town 
to the north over Harris Grade.  

Prior to that, people went over 
Dyer Bridge at Floradale Ave, 
Robinson Bridge (246) or over 

Rucker crossing when the river 

was low. 

From the beginning old timers of 

the valley were skeptical of its de-

sign as they’d seen the river go on a 

rampage, and held that the concrete 

pilings were placed too close togeth-

er and offered too much opportunity 

for debris to collect at the base.   
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N o.  119  

Because of the past seven dry 

years, hundreds of acres of willow 
trees in the river bottom died and 

came down the river in the high 
waters of the storm, collecting in 
the pilings, acting as a dam and 

causing the water to cut away the 

supports. 

Article contributed by Karen Paaske 
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The Lompoc Legacy  

THE H STREET BRIDGE COLLASPE  

The Lompoc Record re-

ported, “Workmen make 

Miraculous Escape as the 

H Street Bridge Collapses 

Saturday.  With a grind-

ing roar heard more than 

a mile away, Lompoc’s H 

street bridge over the 

Santa Ynez river ripped 

apart Saturday night and 

five men who were on the 

structure escaped with 

their lives only by the nar-

rowest of margins.” 



In the 60’s, another 

bridge was added 
across the river for 
southbound traffic, 

and both bridges 
survived the great 

floods of 1969. 
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N o.  119  

Back in 1941, the 

north end was torn 
out and had to be 

replaced.  The re-
placement section 
will be the only part 

which was salvaged. 

Photos by Tommy Yager 

1922  -  2005 



Our Historical Society received word that Lompoc 

native Evelyn Sweeney Hunter died at age 105 in Ir-

vine, CA on April 26, 2014.  She was born in Lompoc 
on July 8, 1908, to Hugh Sweeney and Adelaide 

Thomas Sweeney. 

 

Hugh, her father, was of the John “Mike” Sweeney 

family for whom Sweeney Road was named. Mike had 

a large dairy there. 

 

Evelyn’s mother died when she was a baby and at 

about age 5 she went to Santa Cruz to live with 

her grandmother Isabelle Sweeney, so she didn’t at-

tend any Lompoc Schools but still always called 

Lompoc her home. She returned to Lompoc in her 

later years, and then moved from Lompoc to Irvine 

where she lived out her last years. 
 

Evelyn’s ashes were buried in Lompoc Evergreen 

Cemetery on June 20 by her nieces and nephew, her 

sister Beverly Kadlec’s children. She is next to her 

mother Adelaide Thomas Sweeney and her great 

grandmother, Sylvia Rogers Allen, in lot 32. 

 

Two of her nieces have been corresponding with us, 

Susan Kadlec and Laurel Clark, both daugh-
ters of Evelyn’s half sister Beverly Sweeney 

Kadlec, who died 14 Apr. 2012.  Beverly was 

Hugh Sweeney’s daughter by his second mar-

riage to Ethel Ladley. Beverly and Evelyn were 

the last of the Sweeneys of Sweeney Road. 

The Sweeney family is featured in Lompoc Lega-
cy No. 34 . 

EVELYN SWEENEY HUNTER  

It has come to 

our attention 

that  these  

members have 

passed away 

over the last few 

years. 

      of Miscellany 

Juliet Ansley 

Robert Alexander 

John Callier 

Don Fabing 

Frances Houston 

Murray Lester 

Lawrence Manfrina 

Mary Ellen Mongrain 

*Mary Ostini 

Lena “Babe” Short 

Cecelia Steiner 

*Eva Wray 

* Denotes Honorary 

Membership 

Contributed by Myra Manfrina 



 

Karen’s Chronicles 
The June BBQ featured great steak by the River Bot-
tom Boys, salad by Ardeane and yummy desserts 
provided by great cooks!  Flower Festival Saturday, 
the River Bottom Boys tractors filled the lawn after 
the parade. Joe Avila and Dan Dutra looked might 
spiffy in Tilden Brughelli’s  

Model T racing roadster cruising the parade route. 

After a decade of editing and publishing Hodge 
Podge and the newsletter, Carolyn Huyck Strobel is 
passing on the job to Julie Ann McLaughlin.  Many 
thanks to Carolyn for all of her many hours on this 
labor of love and dedication to the historical society. 

The oldest Lompoc High Alumni is Genevieve Ramos 
Vonnegut, class of 1930then Walt Manfrina, class of 
32 and Laurence Archer, class of 33.  Babe Short, 
class of ’32 recently passed away at age 99. 

Help in the garden is still needed…even an hour a 
month!  

The reference room always is asked many research 
questions.  Some of the recent ones include the JM 
Club, now Longoria’s new winery on D and Chestnut, 
Nellie Sperber’s Sanatorium at 131 S. F St. and vari-
ous older homes around town. 

Union Bank now displays our old historic photos. 

If you would like to receive future newsletters only by 
email, please send your email address to  

kpaaske@verizon.net 

 

 

The museum remodel continues, as all the basic 
work is finished and now all of the exhibits are being 
reconstructed with new items added.  Hoping that a 
lot of the work will be done for the Labor Day week-
end festivities. 

Thanks to those who contributed toward the muse-
um renovation: 

Dr. Blake Jamison 

Dr. Karin Jamison 

Dollie Rivaldi 

Steve Junak 

Blanche Schuyler Sprague 

Frank & Donna Giocanacci 

 

From the  Treasurer ’s  Desk… 

  Jeannette  Wynne 

 

Summer has arrived! Our annual dinner/class reunion 

festivities are around the corner. 

Please make note of deadlines for reservations as fol-

lows: 

Elks dinner on August 29
th
, 2014 

Reservations must be in our handsby August 15
th
. 

No exceptions. 

Mail checks to LVHS, Box 88; Lompoc, CA 93438. 

Sunday Picnic August 31
st
 @ Ryon Park 

- we need a count for food purchases but you “Pay at the 

Park.” 

Cost is $12 for Chicken BBQ Deluxe! 

Please note: Membership renewals for anyone NOT a 

Life member will be mailed in August. Renewals are DUE 

SEPT.1st.  If you have any questions, please call me at 

(805) 737-1170. 

 

 

Anyone contributing $100 or more will have their 
name on a large plaque mounted in the museum as 
supporters of this renovation. 

Museum Renovation Donation: 

From __________________________________ 

Address_______________________________ 

Phone_________________________________ 

Check to Lompoc Valley Historical Society, Inc. 

PO Box 88, Lompoc CA  93438 
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Executive Board 

Karen Paaske  - President 

Ardeanne Machado Eckert  - 1st Vice President 

Harvey Wynne  - 2nd Vice President 

Debbie Schuyler Manfrina  - Secretary 

Jeannette Miller Wynne  - Treasurer 

Jan Webb  - Corresponding Secretary 

Directors 

Barbara Mundell Cabral, Edward Everett, Maury Hoag, Myra Huyck Manfrina, Dan Dutra, 

Rose Machado Roberts, Readon “Donnie” Grossi Silva, Carolyn Huych Strobel, Jesse Jones, 

Brian Donelson, Irma Gadway, Lyla Sechrest, Don Fletcher and Julie Ann McLaughlin 

 August 29 Elks dinner 

 August 30 open house 

 August 31 Ryan Park BBQ 

 September 27 open house 

 October 25 open house 

1964-2014 

LOMPOC’S HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

CELEBRATING 

IT’S GOLDEN ANNIVERSARY ! 

May, June, July 2014 
Memorials & Membership 

Welcoming New Members 

David & Pam Paul 

Total Number of Members: 464 

Memorial Contribution in Honor of 

Jim King 


