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Francis “Mutt” Beattie was a 
Lompoc native and graduate 
of local schools. He worked 
with his father, Herb and 
brother in farming operations 
in the lower valley and was 
active in fraternal organiza-
tions, Master of the Lompoc 
Grange. 
Richard Lunt worked for the 
Automobile Club of Southern 
California before WWII. He 
was a B-17 pilot and shot 

down over Germany and 
spent one year as a prisoner 
of war. Richard returned to 
Lompoc working in insurance 
until forming a partnership 
with Beattie in the Ford 
Agency 
Continued on page 5 

Ford in Lompoc 
Bell and Canfield were the proprietors of the 

Ford establishment during those early days 
of “horseless carriages.” GT Gunderson took 
over the operation of the firm and subse-

quently sold the agency to Jack Wall. The 
Ford dealership was located on Ocean Ave-

nue. 
Francis “Mutt” Beattie purchased the inter-
est of Wall along with partner Richard Lunt 

in 1947 and constructed the new main 
building at the corner of Chestnut and H 

street. 
The contractor of the building was Ed Ne-
gus, Welding by MM Pickner, Metal Work by 

Lompoc Sheet Metal. PC “Pete” Shoemaker, 
Electric—Linden Electric, Plate Glass-- SB 
Glass Co, Grading & paving—Hergert Con-

struction. Painting by Harry Godet. 
The grand opening was held January 18, 

1948. Beattie purchased the interest of his 
partner is 1950. A separate body shop was 
constructed in 1962 at 1108 W. Maple Ave. 

At the 20th anniversary in 1968, many peo-
ple were employed. 
Journal Continued on page 6 
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Touching History 

I love that you can walk down our local beach on a cool winters day and see the remains 

of The Sibyl Marston, a schooner made of redwood carrying lumber that ran ashore over 
100 years ago in 1909. Her skeleton remains and uncovers often in the winter months. 

To me it's a tangible piece of history. You can see what the passage of time and the ele-
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ments has done to her. It's quite remarkable that the hull seems mostly in tact after 

all of this time. Perhaps it's a testament to the mighty Redwood. 

 
Lumber littered the beach after the wreck and was scavenged and helped to begin 

Lompoc's first lumber yard. According to local historian Myra Manfrina, there are two 
houses left in town that are known to have wood from the Marston in their construc-
tion. One of them on South H Street was recently purchased by some friends. They re-

ally appreciate the historical neighborhood and bought their house for that reason. It 
was wonderful to be able to share this interesting history that was unknown to them. 

The accompanying photo shows the large beams in their basement said to be from the 
Marston. The other photo I took this winter of my son standing in approximately the 
same place as the unknown gentleman in this old photograph. Bundle up and take a 

walk some winter and look for this little piece of history about one mile south of Surf 
Train Station. You won't be sorry. 
Photos and commentary courtesy of Sherrie Chavez 

Lompoc Journal clippings about the Sibyl Marston found and provided by Karen Paaske 
 
Feb. 20, 1909. R. 0. Ballou, who has been employed at the beach unloading lumber of the 

wrecked schooner, came into town Wednesday to attend a meeting of the Redmen. Roy says 
the vessel is still in good shape and the lumber in the hold has not been unloaded. Work is 
now at a standstill and the crew are waiting further orders. 20 1909 
March 13, 1909. A good portion of the cargo of the I Sibyl Marston was purchased by 
the Salinas Valley Lumber Company and the Lompoc Produce and Real Estate Company. The 
lumber is being shipped in from Surf 
April 10, 1909. A number of stockholders in the Boat and Gun Club went to Surf Sunday 

and helped in the erection of their club house. Scrap lumber from the wreck is being used and 
this was rafted across the river to the site of the building 
24 Jul 1909. Robert Smith and, E. S. Waite have purchased the remnant of lumber from the 

wrecked Sibyl Marston and are having it hauled from Surf to Mr. Waite’s property on the 
south side of town. 
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November 4, 1927 

Lompoc Record 

City Rocked By Earthquake 

Big buildings shattered by 

heavy shock; damage will 

reach large sum 

 

The most severe earthquake 

shock ever experienced in 

Lompoc in the memory 

of local inhabitants visited 

this section at 5:53 o’clock 

this morning, causing a great 

amount of damage.  Some of 

the greatest business blocks 

in the city were shattered by 

the quake and practically 

every home in the communi-

ty sustained some loss. 

The Lompoc branch of Los 

Angeles First National Trust 

and Savings Bank sustained 

the greatest amount of dam-

age, but the Bank of Italy 

building, Stillman block, 

I.O.O.F. Building, Hotel Ar-

thur, High School and gram-

mar school show more or 

less evidence that they had 

been dealt a heavy blow. 

Lompoc Record                

November 11, 1927 

Little Tots Not Frightened 

by Recent Quakes 

 

An interesting feature of the 

earthquakes that have shak-

en the city more or less for 

the past week is the reaction 

of the little tots, the little 

ones who were too young to 

be frightened. 

“What’s the matter this 

morning?” asked one little 

one not quite three years old, 

as she lay as still as she 

could in her shaking bed the 

morning of the first big jolt. 

“Will it knock our house 

down?” she asked when told 

it was an earthquake. 

 “What’s that noise?” asked a 

little boy who was not wak-

ened by the first hard jolt 

but opened sleepy eyes as 

the house was swayed by a 

tremor a few minutes later. 

“Did some one haul it here? 

It sounded like someone 

hauling. 

  “There is a lot of cows 

jumping over the fence” said 

a little fellow after one jolt. 

“Did you hear them mother? 

There must have been a lot 

of them. 

  “I don’t want to go to bed,” 

protested one little girl one 

evening after there had been 

a series of quakes. “This bed 

shakes.” Just as her patient 

mother persuaded her that 

the bed wouldn’t shake any-

more a temblor seemed to 

hump up right under the 

house. 

  “Will that noise go away?” 

one little boy kept asking, 

and as the house began to 

sway he would run to a chair 

and sit down. “It might make 

a little boy fall down, but it 

won’t big people will it?” He 

asked. 

November 27, 1927 

Lompoc Record 

Huge Quantity of Wine 

Seized Here Last Wed. 

 

Sheriff James Ross was in 

town this morning and gave 

orders that a great quantity 

of wine that was located 

Wednesday by Constable 

Floyd J McCabe be poured 

out.  It is claimed that there 

is over 700 gallons in the lot 

and at the prevailing price of 

$6.00 per gallon is worth 

over $4000. 

 

Chief of Police, W.S. Bland 

sent Constable McCabe 

starting their roundup here 

in town and when they failed 

to locate anything but a 

small quantity of wine in the 

place they suspected they se-

cured a search warrant and 

went to the Joe Manfrina 

farm near Maple 

School.  There they located a 

big quantity of wine and also 

16 gallons of moonshine. The 

"evidence" was so bulky they 

left it at the farm and turned 

it over to the Sheriff.  Today 

Sheriff Ross turned it back to 

Constable McCabe.  Manfri-

na will be charged with pos-

session of liquor and will 

have his hearing this after-

noon according to Mr. McCa-

be. 
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Names of Employees in the photo.... 

Bill Evans - service manager; Jim Reynolds – mechanic; Vic Stradiotto – mechanic;  

Harold Edman - parts manager; Cecil Barrett - metal & paint work; Bill Sumter – 

lubrication; Paul Thompson - parts department; Bill Short - metal & paint work 

Chestnut and H Street on the South-East Corner 

On this corner, St. Mary's Episcopal Church was erected in 1895 in an American Gothic style and 
made of redwood. In 1928 the church was moved to the NE corner, in an exchange of property the 
JM Corporation moved the church to consolidate its lots of North H Street. 
This very corner remained vacant although there was a house built in the next lot. 
In 1948, Beattie and Lunt built the Ford Dealership 
2017 Solvang Brewery opened a Brewery and Hoptions restaurant. 

Celebrating the History and Rejuvenation of 

Olde Town Lompoc 



 

Feb, Mar & Apr 2017 
Memorials & Membership 

Welcoming New Members 

John McReynolds 

Ken Ostini Family 

Michael Linden 

Virginia Ortega Family 

Candy Cox 

Marcia & Brooke Hart 

Welcome back! 

Dave & Sandra Sanders 

 

Total Number of Members: 423  

 

Roy Learned 

Larry Archer 

Recently passed away 

 

Memorial Contribution in Honor of 

Joan Scolari 
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Left: Danette Marsh 1996 Queen 
candidate...mother of Adureyanna 
Gabriella Villa(right) 2017 Queen 
Candidate. Donnie Grossi first 
FFQueen 1954 in the middle 

Journal continued from page 1 
The executives: Ted Kenny, Harold 
Edman, Emma Hilderbrand, Cliff Phillips, 
Joe Milligan. Sales: W.J. “Bill” 
Cummings, Chuck Tyson, “Murph:” 
Murphy, “Billy” Weaver, Don Seavy, 
Domonic Signorelli, Joe Silva, “Pinky” 
Iverson. Bookkeepers: Janette Learned, 

Julie Orr, Jytte Bryant. Body shop: 
John Torrez, Barney Garcia, Terry 
Mowery, Alfred Lara, Larry 
Mowery, Adolph Torrenz, Jr, Les 
Schuyler. Parts & Service: CN Van 
Osdol, Darrel Warren, Henry 
Nicholsen, Glenn Sparks, Louis 
Martinez, Jack McCrae, George 
Beeghley, Ron Kunkel, Ray 
McCrary, Andy Hardeman, 
Anastacio Gutuerrez, Steve Oakes, 
Sy Rios, John Sumpter, Neil 
Bergsrom, Al Ramming. 

Springtime Fowlers in Bloom 

Again and Again 

To commemorate 100th year since the US entered WWI Justin Ruhge’s article and photos 

are posted on https://hodgepodgeofmiscellany.blogspot.com  



 

Karen’s Chronicles 

Lovely spring in Lompoc with all the 

green hills and wildflowers. Hope all of 
you have had a chance to visit our 
county area and enjoy it all. Made my 

first ever visit to Carrizo Plain National 
Monument and the flowers were 
astounding. 

The March meeting with Niki Sandoval 
taught all of us much about the Samala 

Chumash. Her beautiful Dictionary gift 
added to our collection about those who 
lived here before us. Clarence Ruth 

3rd graders have been touring the 
property. Many thanks to Barbara 

Nyman, Dan Dutra, Jack Landis, Doni 
Grossi, Brian Donelson, Lynn Romine for 
guiding the kids. The children love to 

climb into the huge whaling pot for 
photos! 
Thanks to Jim Campbell for mowing the 

weeds in the yard! With all the rain come 
multitudes of weeds. Dan Dutra and Bob 

Manfrina have been spraying them. 
Between rains, Harvey Wynne, Dan 
Dutra, Brian Donelson and Jessie Jones 

have been trying to lay the forms for the 
next sidewalk area. 
Filled with homemade quilts, the 

Victorian home is lovely. Come see it 
during one of the open house dates, 

during the June BBQ or Flower festival 
Saturday after the parade. 
The reference room is most pleased to 

have volunteers Linda Warren and Eva 
Hammond Karen Osland and Lynn 

Romine assisting with all of our files and 
donations. Check 
out www.lompochistory.org and see the 

fine job by Larry Huyck. All of the Legacy 
newsletters are now available. 
Your president has been working for 

some months on the “Hi Let's Eat” sign. 
First finding the history in hopes that it 

might remain where erected, but recently 
Starbucks informed us the sign would 
not be preserved. Working with the 

Lompoc planning employees, Elliot 
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From the Treasurer’s Desk…. 

                               Jeannette Wynne 

Happy Spring & Summer to everyone! That 
means the June BBQ is just around the 
corner on SUNDAY, JUNE 11th at the 

Fabing/McKay/Spanne House. In order to 
let the cooks know how much food to 
prepare, we need your reservation by JUNE 

4th. You can either leave it with the gals in 
the “Research Room” at the House or Mail 

to: LVHS, P.O. Box 88, Lompoc, CA 93438. 
If you have any questions, you can call me 
at 737-1170 or email: 

cybernana1@gmail.com. 

Megdal and Associates, Mark Harrier and 

the Planning Commission, the sign is now 
our property and it has been designated as 

the #1 Landmark sign in Lompoc. John 
Valla has agreed to remove the sign. At some 
point it will be erected on an appropriate 

location. 
President's Wishlist 
1. Need someone to sand and paint the 

Conestoga Wagon, and the large red 
wagon. They are outside with a covered 

roof, but has probably been 35 years 
since this was done. 

2. Leather items in the carriage house need 

care to keep them in great shape. 
3. Anyone who might help with the Hi Sign 

for painting, restoring, possible new LED 
lighting and installing on a new site. 

http://www.lompochistory.org/


 

Lompoc Valley 

Historical Society  

P .O. Box 88 

Lompoc CA 93438 

Up and Coming Events. . .  

Non Profit Organization 

U.S. POSTAGE PAID 
Permit No. 16 

Lompoc, CA 93436 

Executive Board 

Karen Paaske  - President                                   

Ardeane Machado Eckert  - 1st Vice President   

Harvey Wynne  - 2nd Vice President                    

Julie Ann McLaughlin - Secretary                

Jeannette Miller Wynne  - Treasurer                  

Jan Webb  - Corresponding Secretary 

Directors                                                     

Barbara Mundell Cabral, Myra Huyck 

Manfrina, Dan Dutra, Rose Machado 

Roberts, Readon “Donnie” Grossi Silva, 

Jesse Jones, Brian Donelson, Irma 

Gadway, Don Fletcher, Sherrie Chavez, 

Debbie Schuyler Manfrina, Lynn Benedict 

Romine and Larry Huyck  

 Honorary Board members Lyla Sechrest & Carolyn Huyck Strobel 

• MAY 27 open house 

• JUNE 11 SUMMER BBQ 

• JUNE 24 open house  

• JULY 22 open house  

•  NO open house in AUGUST 

• SEPT 1-3  Pioneer Weekend 

JOIN US FOR THE 
ANNUAL SUMMER BBQ 

AND POP-UP MUSEUM 
SUNDAY, JUNE 11TH 

THE BBQ IS SERVED AT 
NOON 


