Lompor Halley iﬁmturtral %nmty, Jlnr

Founded September 5, 1964 at Lompoe, California

QUARTERLY BULLETIN

No. 73

CHEERING ON THE BRAVES

SEPTEMBER 1995

This Lompoc Legacy, No. 73, is dated
September, 1995. The previous Legacy, No. 72
is dated "Winter 1992" but was actually printed
in 1994. Efforts will be made to publish future
Legacies on a quarterly basis, however, they

will be dated when printed to avoid confusion.
Lompoc Legacy issues will continue to be
numbered sequentially. Subscription holders
will receive all issues due them. The editor
appologizes for any inconvenience.

CALVERT - SCOLARI - HILDERBRAND - IVERSEN
PART I

CALVERT

Kenneth Francis Calvert, the 1992 Pioneer
Society president, was born in Santa Barbara,
California February 12, 1937. His father, Earl
Calvert was also Pioneer Society president in
1959, and served as Lompoc Valley Historical
Society president for over 20 years from it
inception in 1964 until 1984. Kenneth's mother,
Anne (Scolari) Calvert has served as Secretary
of the Historical Society since it began. The
family lived at 415 West Ocean at the time of
Ken Calvert's birth until he was in the fifth
grade.

Ken Calvert's earliest known ancestors on the
Calvert side of the family were Richard
Enderson and Sapphire Richardson who were
married October 28, 1847, probably in Kent,
England. Their daughter, Elizabeth Frances
Enderson was born July 18, 1850.

California had gone through the gold rush, and
by 1863 was attracting families from the east
and far away England to its shores, a land of
opportunity. In 1863, when Elizabeth Enderson
was 13, the family moved from Kent, England
to Santa Clara county, California. The Civil
War was raging in the east, and it is probable
the family came via steam ship to Panama, then
by land travel across the Isthmus, and by steam
ship to San Francisco.

Joseph Calvert, a 21-year—old young man, also
came to Santa Clara county at that time. He
may have accompanied the Endersons and other
English families on the same journey. Joseph
Calvert, Ken Calvert's great grandfather, was
born September 12, 1842. He was also from

~ Kent, England.
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Somewhere in the Calvert family back-ground,
there must have been some extensive interest in
music. In 1912, Walter Calvert advertized as,
"Instructor of Violin, Mandolin, Saxophone and
Trombone..." Not only did Walter Calvert play
the violin for the local orchestra for dances at
the Opera House, but Walter's sister and
brother-in-law, May and William Baker were
confident an investment in the Opera House
would pay off. In March, 1913, the brother's—
in-law, William Baker and Walter Calvert
bought the Opera House lease from J. O.
Walling, and bought the Opera House from the
Lompoc Hall Association which then dissolved
itself.

Baker was 55, and Calvert was 30 when they
bought the hall (on the comer of South H and
Cypress.) Calvert had just spent six months as
agent for the Apperson Jack Rabbit automobile,
and although Baker turned the running of the
movie-vaudeville business over to Walter
Calvert, the young partner was still adventurous,
and was soon racing cars on the Lompoc streets
with his step—son, Monte Huyck. Calvert was
the mechanic, and Huyck was the driver.

Lompoc Legacy No. 45 tells the history of the
Opera House and the transition from vaudeville
to successful silent movies. The new Lompoc
Theatre was built and opened May 27, 1927,
and William Baker continued to lease out the
old opera House for community activities.
Dances, fairs, shows, graduation exercises,

South H Street looking north. The Opera House (movie
theatre) is on the left in this Armistice Day parade photo,
Nov. 11, 1925,
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Memorial Day programs, etc. continued to be
held in the old hall. The hardwood floor added
by Baker and Calvert when they purchased the
building was very suitable for roller skating, so
it became a skating rink in addition to all its
other uses. Baker, soon to be 70, left the
operation of the new theatre to his partner,
Walter Calvert.

Lompoc Legacy No. 52 tells how Monte Huyck
and his step—father, Walter Calvert built a racer
from a Model T Ford in 1912. They called it
the "Mustard Seed", "probably owing to its
small size, potency and Lompoc origins..."
Monte Huyck was the driver, and Walter Calvert
was the mechanic in the great 50 mile race from
H and Ocean north to Pine Avenue, west to O
street, north to Central, west to Bailey Avenue,
South to Ocean, then back to the middle of the
town. The 4th of July, 1912 race was 8 laps
over this course. Huyck and Calvert came in
second. Al Canfield, who drove without a
mechanic in his Ford called the "Navy Bean",
won the race that day.

The July 4, 1913 race was moved to a track on
property that was to become Santa Barbara
county's Ocean Park. Al Canfield was again the
winner, and Huyck and Calvert again came in
second. Monte Huyck went on to win an even
bigger race in 1915, and exciting races in Santa
Maria in 1916 and 1917. Huyck raced without
an accompanying mechanic after 1913,

Ken Calverts father, Earl Calvert was six years
old, going on seven that first year of road races
in Lompoc. Since the Calverts lived in the 100
block North K, Earl could have walked down
the block to Ocean Avenue to watch his father
and brother and the other racers roaring by.

RICHARDSON

Ken Calvert's grandmother, Ellen Belle "Nellie"
Richardson was also of English descent. Her
father was James Richardson who sailed from
England around the Horn to British Columbia in



Elizabeth (Enderson) Calvert

Five years after they arrived in California, when
Elizabeth Enderson was 18, going on 19, she
married 25-year-old Joseph Calvert, June 28,
1869. They were living in Mountain View,
California about 1871 when Marie Alice "May"
Calvert was bom, and were in San Jose,
California when their son, Walter Albert Calvert
was born, March 17, 1884.

May Calvert married William Joseph Baker who
operated a transfer business for many years in
Los Gatos, California. Baker, born July, 1858,
was one of the first white children born in New
Almaden near San Jose. They were married
about 1890. They came to the oil fields near
Lompoc in 1911 or 1912, and increased some
wealth gained while still in the San Jose area.

May's younger brother, Walter Albert Calvert
was already here in Lompoc, having arrived as
a teen—ager just after the turn of the century.

He worked on the Jalama Rancho during the
1901-1903 years.

He met Ellen Belle "Nellie" (Richardson)
Huyck, a widowed school teacher with four
children, while in Lompoc. They were married
in San Jose December 30, 1903, and resided

Joseph Calvert

there three years. Their son, Earl Walter
Calvert, was born Sept. 25, 1905 in San Jose.

The Calverts returned to Lompoc in 1906.
Walter worked as a bicycle and auto mechanic
and in 1911 he was playing violin in Walling's
orchestra at the Lompoc Opera House.

The Joseph Calvert Family
Joseph Calvert is seated in the chair on the porch. His
daughter, May (Calvert) Baker is seated beside him.
Sons, William Calvert and Walter Calvert are on the steps
with their mother, Elizabeth (Enderson) Calvert.



Earl vrt, age
18 months (Lompoc)

Nellie (Rlchardson)
(Huyck) Calvert
When they returned to Lompoc from San Jose
with 1-year-old Earl Calvert and his three
Huyck brothers and sister, they took up
residence at 131 North K Street and Walter
Calvert began his industrious bicycle, auto
repair, auto sales, orchestra playing, music
instructing, theatre partnership, road racing,
theatre building career! Vaudeville was giving
way to movies in the mid-twenties when
William Baker and his brother—in-law, Walter
Calvert opened the New Lompoc Theatre May
27.1927.

Earl Calvert, was attending the University of
California in 1926 and 1927, during the time of
construction of the new Lompoc theatre. The
theatrc was completed when Earl was 21 years
of age. He returned from college and began
working for his father soon after the theatre

Walter Calvert
Earl's father

Eart Calvert with
his mother

Ear], son of Walter and "Nellie" (Richardson)
(Huyck) Calvert, had enjoyed the adventures of
theatre life for almost as long as he could
remember at that time. When he was six-
years—old, his father played violin in J. O.
Wallings orchestra at the Opera House. When
he was 7, he must have watched his father and
older brother, Monte Huyck race that Model T
Ford, "The Mustard Seed", up Ocean Avenue
and around the comer and north on H Street in
a cloud of dust. (The streets were not paved...)
Within two years, on March 13, 1913, when
Earl was 7 1/2, his father and uncle William
Baker, bought the Opera House. Earl attended
school at Lompoc Grammar School on the
corner of Chestnut Avenue and North H Street.
On the 4th of July that year, Walter Calvert
would be Monte Huyck's mechanic in the auto
race on the hastily prepared track at what was to
become Ocean Park. It was Walter Calvert's
last year of racing, probably because he was
busy with the theatre business, and racers began
to drive without mechanics. When Earl Calvert
was 11, his brother Monte Huyck blew an
engine in the 1917 4th of July race in Santa
Maria. Monte was in the lead when the
"disaster" occurred. Lompoc called for a
rematch, and one week later, July 11, 1917,
Monte Huyck, with engine repaired, won the
$500.00 first place prize! (It should be noted
that Huyck was a "newly-wed", having married
Eleanore Laurean Rudolph April 11, 1917!)

Earl Calvert remembers the big "Chautauquas"
that came to town during that same 1916-1917
era. Horses and buggies had given way to

Earl's cousin,
Alice Richardson
Earl Calvert

and his sister,
Deonalda Huyck




1850. He made his way to California, and after
a stint in gold country, went cast to New Jersey.
He married Catherine Woodewiss m New
Brunswick, N.J. She was born in Manchester,
England in 1839 and came to America in 1856.
We do not know who her father was, but her
mother was Mary Woodewiss.

James and Catherine (Woodewiss) Richard -son
traveled to California from New Jersey by way
of Panama, and settled in San Jose, California.
They told of the harrowing crossing of the
Isthmus in the jungles of Panama. Not only did
they face swamps and tropical fevers, but there
were strange animals and robbers lurking in the
forests. It is told how they clicked the top of
tea pots to make it sound like they were cocking
their guns... to frighten away potential robbers.

James Richardson came with Andrew Huyck
from San Jose and bought land in the lower
Lompoc valley across from Lynden School. It
wasn't until the 1880's, however, that the
Richardsons moved to the Lompoc Valley from
the San Jose area. Their daughter, "Nellie"
Richardson, bern Feb. 15, 1865 in San Jose,
married Walter Scott Huyck Nov. 12, 1887,
joining these two friendly families from that
area.

Nellie's brother, James Richardson II, married
Amy Louise Huyck, (Walter's sister) January 7,
1891. It was perhaps to attend this wedding that
James and Nellie's grandmother, Mary
Woodewiss came to Lompoc. Three months
later, April 6, 1891, she died in Lompoc. She
may have been living with her daughter,
Catherine (Woodewiss) Richardson at that time.
She enjoyed knowing at least two great grand
children in the Lompoc area. (Nellie's oldest two
children, Monte and Eugene Huyck had been
born before their great grandmother died).

Walter and Nellie Huyck had four children;
Monte, Eugene, Donalda and Ralph. Nellie had
been a school teacher, and, when wed, took up
residence on Walter Huyck's 300 acre share of

Ellen Belle l'Nelhe Rlchardson

‘the Huyckville land. Walter Huyck whose

mother, Emily Jane (Hardwick) Huyck died
when he was only a lad of 15, also died an
untimely death at age 36, Feb. 18, 1900.

When her husband died, Nellie (Richardson)
Huyck sold the "Huyckville" property and
returned to teaching school. She was teaching
at Miguelito School and lived with her four
children on the S.E. comer of Ocean Ave. and
V street. She taught school in 1901-1903 and
then on December 30, 1903, she married Walter
Calvert. Walter's parents, Joseph and Elizabeth
(Enderson) Calvert knew the Huycks and
Richardsons and had visited Lompoc on
occasion. Walter was working on the Jalama
Rancho at the time he began courting Nellie
Huyck.

Walter Calvert was 20 years old, and Nellie was
36 when this adventurous marriage began.
Monte Huyck was 14, Eugene was 13, Donalda
was 10, and Ralph was 7.

o



sixth grade class. She spent the 1928-1929
school year teaching school in Lompoc. She
lived at home on the ranch then, and her father
bought her a Dodge coupe to drive to work in
town.

Cadets from Allan Hancock's aviation school
(forerunner to Hancock College in Santa Maria
were being honored at a dance in the Lompoc
Odd-fellows Hall, and Pop Ruth was in charge
of the affair. It was November, 1928, and Pop
Ruth, concerned there weren't going to be
enough girls to make the dance a success, came
out to the Scolari ranch and talked Anne into
going. She loved to dance, so she got herself
ready and Pop Ruth took her to the dance. Earl
Calvert was not a Cadet, but he attended that
dance.

The Cadet introduced to Anne Scolari
disappeared for some recason, but then Earl
Calvert asked her to dance, and that was the
beginning of their romance. They dated through
the winter and by springtime, Anne informed
Pop Ruth she was not going to continue
teaching because she planned to marry Earl
Calvert.

They were married June 16, 1929 in San Jose,
California... in the house where he was born!

SCOLARI

Anne Josephine Scolari was bomn in Lompoc,
California September 5, 1905. Her parents werce
Antone and Mary (Guidotti) Scolari. Antone
Scolari was born March 12, 1867 in Gordola,
Switzerland at the mouth of Val Verzasca. His
parents are not known, but he is reported to be
a second cousin of Pasquale Scolari from
Brione, Switzerland (higher in Verzasca Valley).
They appear to have descended from a Giovanni
Scolari (John, the scholar), an educated 15th
century "Scholar".

Mary Caroline Guidotti was born February 15,
1875 in Bellinzona, Switzerland. Her parents
were Peter and Marietta (Morisoli) Guidotti.
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Pietro (Peter) Guidotti's parents were Giuseppe
and Marherita (Cordiroli) Guidotte. Giuseppe
was son of Bartolomeo and Giovanna Guidotti.
Bartolomeo Guidotti was born in 1750 at Monte
Carasso, Switzerland, not far from Bellinzona.

All of these families came from the northern, or
Alpine part of the Swiss Canton of Ticino. This
area was settled centuries ago by Nomadic tribes
from Northern Europe, so many Verzaschesi, as
the folk from Verzasca Valley are called, have
blue eyes and blond hair. Roman Legions and
Gothic invaders passed by this austere and
inaccessible region. For centuries, herdsmen
brought their livestock down from their
mountain villages each winter, and then in the
spring, returned to their Alpine homes.

This same pattern of life lasted almost
unchanged from antiquity until 1850 when
emigration began, first to Australia, and then to
California. The dream of owning a "ranch" in
California where they could raise cows by the
hundreds became an irresistible appeal!

The Swiss were to the dairy industry all around
Lompoc (and up and down California) as the
Basques had been to sheep raising on Santa
Barbara county ranchos. It was typical for
young men to come and work on dairies until
they could send for families to follow or buy
land of their own and marry into families here -
or return to Switzerland to find a wife...

Ken Calvert's grandfather, Antone Scolari came
from Switzerland in 1888, first to the Bay area
to a little Swiss colony where there were dairies.
He was 21. Then in 1890 he came to Lompoc
into the Honda region to the dairy of Victor
Scaroni. He was the butter and cheese maker
there. It was an all day trip to the Lompoc
Landing from Honda Canyon with horse and
wagon. Scolari made the trip to ship the butter
and cheese he had made.

Cold damp winters in Honda Canyon were hard
on Antone Scolari. He developed pneumonia
and had to come into Lompoc for doctor's care.



automobiles, and streets were soon to be paved
in the down town area.

éﬂ Calvert, feady for school

Earl Calvert attended first through 8th grade at
Lompoc Grammar school from 1911 to 1920.
He attended school there in the old original
school built in 1876, and the Industrial building
completed in 1912, and was in one of the last
classes to attend the old victorian school
building. A new grammar school was

completed on the same site (Chestnut Avenue
and North H Street) in 1921.

Earl Calvert attended Lompoc High School in
the old two story victorian building facing
Cypress Avenue between L and M Streets, and
just as he had graduated from the old grammar
school about the time it was torn down, the high
school was torn down in 1927, two years after
he graduated in the class of 1925. Three years
out of the four he attended high school Anne
Scolari was there. They knew each other and
had some classes together, but it was only a
casual acquaintanceship. They were in a three
part Spanish play with Jack Lewis in a Spanish
class.- That's about the only thing they did
together in high school.

Ear Calvert, Lompoc High School

Anne Scolari graduated in the class of 24 and
received a teaching credential from Santa
Barbara State Teacher's College in 1926. She
returned to teach at Jalama School. From her
$140.00 a month salary, she paid $30.00 a
month for room and board with the Ed Williams
family. They lived near the Jalama School.

Anne Scolari was teaching about 30 students at
Jalama School in 1927 and 1928. She enjoyed
it, and apparently her students were happier with
her as teacher because she introduced art into
the school work. The country schools had eight
grades, and those reciting sat up front while the
rest studied at their desks.

A school nurse would come to each school
about once a month to give health examinations.
There was also a physical education instructor
who would also come once a month to see if the
children were getting enough exercise. Recess
was always filled with physical activities, which
sometimes included organized games.

The principal of Lompoc Grammar school, Mr.
Clarence "Pop” Ruth recruited teachers from the
outlying schools, and when he needed an art
teacher for fifth and sixth grades, he visited
Anne Scolari at Jalama School. The first visit
was to observe what was happening in her
classroom. On his second visit he asked her if
she would come into town and teach art to a




He moved to the Lompoc side of the mountain
and worked as a dairyman for Paul Bendasher.
Henson Poland had town property with a large
apple orchard on North J Street. Antone Scolari
became his orchardist. While working for Mr.
Poland, he was being tutored by Miss Flora
Fabing so that he learned to read and write
English proficiently.

Soon after the turn of the century, friends and
neighbors of Henson Poland, the Emest Klein
family hired a Swiss housekeeper named Mary
Guidotti. Marie "Mary" Guidotti had come from
Switzerland in 1900 to the home of her sister
and brother—in-law, Louisa and Peter Guidotti
who had a dairy near Las Cruces. She came
from Bellinzona, a quite modern little town, and
thought Las Cruces and the Gaviota area the
most desolate place she had ever been! She
soon got the job in Lompoc as housekeeper for
the Emest Klein family who had a store in town.

Antone Scolari met Mary Guidotti at the Klein's
home and after a courtship, they were married in

the Poland's parlor by Poland's Episcopalian

minister July 1, 1903.

Shortly before they were married, Antone
Scolari purchased 40 acres from Henry
Robinson north of the Santa Ynez river next 1o
the present Calvert ranch. The house on the
ranch was completely furnished and Mary
(Guidotti) Scolari had good reason to be quite
pleased with life in America. Anne (Scolari)
Calvert now lives "next door" to where she was
born and lived her early life.

Antone Scolari and Maria "Mary" (Guidotti)
Scolari had three children:
1. Anne Josephine Scolari
b. 5 Sept. 1905, Lompoc CA
2. Frank Joseph Scolari
b. 20 Nov. 1909, Lompoc CA
3. William Dennis Scolari
b. 13 June 1918, Lompoc CA
d. 12 April 1991

Antone Scolari farmed there the rest of his life.
He did dry farming; beans and mustard were the
main crops. He also had an orchard. He
purchased land on the hill and planted hay there

every year.
Continued in Legacy No. 74
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