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THE OPERA HOUSE - - PART 1II

The Opera House, owned by the Lompoc Hall
Association, had been serving the
community continuously from its
construction in the spring and summer of
1890, and was still in constant use under
the management of Joseph Schwartz in the
fall of 1909. Lompoc Legacy No. 44 (The
Opera House -- Part I) reported that it
was Schwartz who introduced movies to
Lompoc.

THE OPERA HOUSE . . . continued from
Legacy No. 44

Most of the silent movies were short,
comedy or melodramatic productions.
Audiences were patient when films would
break and repairs would delay the
viewing. The piano, or orchestra,
sometimes with a vocalist would simply
have to fill in until projection began
again.

The new art form was already being
criticized by the churches, no doubt, so
for some movies, the Bible became the
source of the story. The greatest of
these was brought to Lompoc in mid-
October.

"PASSION PLAY WAS ENJOYED" read the
headline. "Last Saturday and Sunday
(October 17 and 18, 1909), the great
passion play was produced by moving
pictures. The life and times of Christ
were given an accurate portrayal and the
hand colored film faithfully represented
the costumes and scenes of those early
days. Mrs. J. Schwartz sang 'The Holy
Land' and 'The Holy City' and the numbers

were embellished by beautiful lantern
slides. The entertainment was highly
instructive, educative, and the wonderful
series of pictures thrilled all present.'

"A social dance concluded the performance
on Saturday night and large numbers
sought terpsichorean pleasures.”
Walling's orchestra played for the
dancing. It appears that Joseph Schwartz
brought the Wallings to Lompoc to
accompany movies, dances, etc. Professor
Balaam's orchestra was playing for dances
for many of the local organizations
during the fall of 1909, and was
apparently sharing the task with
Walling's orchestra.

Joseph Schwartz moved on to Ventura in
December, 1909. His wife stayed in
Lompoc a short time to sing for the new
Opera House management. Illustrated
songs were her specialty. J.0. Walling
was manager then.

The Lompoc Light and Power Company added
a 150 horsepower Hamilton-Corliss engine
and made other intensive improvements to
the electrical distribution in Lompoc at
the end of 1909. Slowly but surely, the
necessary steps were being taken in
Lompoc to make possible the transition
from vaudeville to movies at the Opera
House.

Walling tried and failed to eliminate
dances at the Opera House, The Friday,
Dec. 10, 1909 Lompoc Record carried the
following notice: "Although the dances
at the Opera House in the past have been
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The Baptist Ladies held an Apron Sale in
the Opera House (reported in the Dec. 11,
1911 newspaper).

A headline in the Dec. 18 Record read:
"Will Furnish Day Power Twice Weekly."
Starting Jan. 3, 1912, electricity would
be turned on Wed. and Sat. afternoon so
ladies could do their ironing with new
electric irons.

An ad appeared: "Walter A. Calvert,
Instructor of Violin, Mandolin, Saxophone
and Trombone, Lompoc, California.” The
violin, made in Corona, Ttaly, is still
in the family.

A fireproof cage had been built to house
the projection booth for movies in the
Opera House. It was fireproof because of
the carbon-arc light and highly flamable
film in use at that time. Perhaps it was
the installation of elaborate equipment
that ran the manager broke, early in
1910. Tt saved the Opera House in
December 1911.

"OPERA HOUSE THREATENED" was the front
page headline, Dec. 29, 1911. "Exploding
film set fire to the operators cage." A
spark from the carbon-arc lamp set fire
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to the film near the projector.
Worthington, the assistant operator,
jumped from the cage, the small crowd of
approximately 50 movie goers stampeded
toward the front exit. Walling tried to
instruct them about exits in back of the
stage, but falling chairs drowned out his
plea. Art Stickland, the projectionist,
tried to save the film, and was burned on
his arms and chest. His burns were not
serious. No one was injured. in the panic
exit. The fire was limited to the film
in the cage and so the loss was only
about $500 for the film.

More than just movie titles began to
appear in publicity. In April 1912, the
movie "The Cheyenne's Bride" starring
Maurice Costello (Pathe), was promoted.
Movies were improving. "A Real Treat in
Store"” was the headline August 1, 1913.
"Edison Talking Pictures will be shown at
the Opera House for the first time.
Admission 10&." This was not the
"Talkies" that were to come 14 years
later. Instead of captions, piano or
orchestra accompaniment as in the past,
now a phonograph record was being played
in synch with the film. (It was a wind-
up phonograph, and the old 78 rpm records
only played from 3 tc 5 minutes a
side . . .)



very much enjoyed and appreciated, the
present management has decided to conduct
no more dances in the future, but will
devote their time and energy in securing
and presenting the best moving pictures,
road shows and other attractions . . .
and while they will not absolutely refuse
to rent the theater for dance purposes,
they will make no effort to do so."

"Tonight the regular moving picture show
and singing by Mrs. Schwartz will be the
program,”

Walling was joined by Walter Patrick in
January 1910. Advertising in the record
promoted movies, 10 admission, Walling
and Patrick managers. Patrick listed the
motion pictures in a Record article, as
follows: "The Call of the Wild,"
"Swimming Lessons,” "The Pirate's Honor,"
"The Fencing Master's Daughter,” and
"Restitution and Pardon.”

Walter Patrick's plans for quick success
as Opera House manager turned into quick
failure. A small paragraph on the
"feature" page of the January 28, 1910
newspaper stated that "Patrick lost his
all . . . and departed.” In the
paragraph it was noted: "The Theater was
opened as a Vaudeville and moving picture
show several months since by Jos.
Schwartz."”

Not far from the above paragraph in the
same paper, a more reassuring article
appeared: "The Lompoc Hall Association
met and elected directors.” The Opera

House was reported to be "in better
financial condition than in years past."

Foresters dinner in the Opera House
1910

H.C. Dimock, James Sloan, A. Lehmann,
Hansen Polland, Miss Leta Sudden, Frank
Moore and W.H. Schuyler were the
directors elected. J.0. Walling stayed
on as manager, continued to sponsor
dances, and was perhaps more subdued in
his promotion of a complete changeover to
movies.

Movie houses were gaining in popularity
and Vaudeville was beginning to wane
across the country, and the time was
coming when movies would succeed in
Lompoc. However, din 1910, the
development of o0il fields, the urgent
need for better roads and hiways, and the
city's possible purchase of the Lompoc
Light and Power Company were more
newsworthy than the now 20-year-old Opera
House. 1In May, 1910, F.A. Mann became
editor, and his policy did not give as
much feature space to the functions at
the hall, The movies went on as usual,
there were plays, balls, and dances, and
some of them were publicized, but not
with front page articles and week to week
features as in the past.

Dancing continued to be ever popular at
the Opera House, and Walling managed and
played for the dances during his tenure.
Sometimes it was heralded as the Walling
family orchestra, but the Walling
orchestra often included local musicians.
The late Oscar Fabing wrote a letter in
1981, reminiscing about events 70 years
earlier: "Regarding the man with the
portable projector, that goes too far
back for me to remember. Ray Huyck spent
a lot of time at the old Opera House
(playing in the orchestra), as did Harry
Ingamels, Burney Randal and myself (Oscar
Fabing). This was at the time the Opera
House was under the management of the
Walling Family."

Walter Calvert, who would later own the
Opera House in partnership with his
brother-in-1law, W.A. Baker, appeared in
Walling's orchestra Sept. 22, 1911.
"Local Talent at Opera House" read the
headline. Manager Walling directed
Chester Guery (Gury?) who sang. Little
Elnore Walling and Francis Sims also
sang, accomplished by Walling's
Orchestra. Walter Calvert played violin.

The October 27, 1911 Lompoc Record
reported that "Brooks Comet was brighter
than Halleys" —— which had gone by a year
and a half earlier.



William Joseph Baker was born in July,
1858, one of the first white children
born in New Almaden near San Jose,
California. He operated a transfer
business for many years in Los Gatos,
California before coming to the o0il
fields near Lompoc in 1911 or 1912, He
had married Marie Alice "May" Calvert
about 1890. She was born about 1871 in
Mountain View, California. "May"
Calvert's brother, Walter A. Calvert,
born March 17, 1884 in Mountain View,
came to Lompoc as a teenager about the
turn of the century. He worked for
ranchers in the vicinity of Lompoc.

The parents of Marie "May" (Calvert)
Baker and Walter Calvert were Joseph and
Elizabeth (Enderson) Calvert, both from
Kent, England. They came to Santa Clara
County from England in 1863.

Walter Calvert met Ellen Belle "Nellie"
Richardson while in Lompoc. She was
Nellie (Richardson) Huyck when they met,
a widowed school teacher with four
children. They were married in San Jose,
Dec. 30, 1903 and resided there the next
three years. Their son, Earl Calvert,
was born Sept. 25, 1905, in San Jose.

The Calverts returned to Lompoc in 1906.
Walter worked at bicycle and auto
mechanics and in 1911 was playing violin
in Wallings Orchestra at the Opera House.
After the six month stint as agent for
the Apperson Jack Rabbit automobile, it
was in March 1913 that the brothers-in-
law, Wm. Baker and Walter Calvert bought
the Opera House lease from J.0. Walling.
Baker was 45 years old the next year when
they purchased the Opera House property
from the Lompoc Hall Association. He had
other holdings in Lompoc and was doing
well on the stock market, so he left the
running of the movie-vaudeville business
to his 30-year-old brother-in-law, Walter
Calvert.

The maple floor was added, and reassured
the town that dancing would continue in
the Opera House. After movies, the
chairs were cleared away and the floor
was polished on those occasions when
dancing was scheduled. A model-T Ford
was driven in and the floor was polished
by pulling a bale of hay round-and-round
the floor. Walter Calvert's step-son,
Ralph Huyck usually drove the flivver.

More advertising appeared in the local
paper promoting vaudeville acts, movies,

Floor maintenace - at the Opera House.
Walter Calvert driving the Model T

and pulling bale of hay to polish floor.
Ralph Huyck with broom and William Baker
leaning on the bale of hay. Stage curtain
advertises E.M. Long - stoves, bedding,

trunks, etc.; Rudolph's Store; Mercantile
Union; Lompoc Garage; Lou Jennings, tailor;
Bank of Lompoc; and Elite cafe - the place
to go after the show!

Lompoc Valley Historical Soc. photo



Walling continued to manage the Opera
House through 1912, 1In March, 1912 he
secured a "Famous" play for Lompoc. It
was "Squaw Man" starring George Dill,

Walter Calvert played violin in Wallings
Orchestra and in the day time he was an
auto mechaniec. 1In September, 1912
Calvert secured the Apperson Jack Rabbit
auto brokerage business., It was reported
that "W.J. Baker who lives in the oil
fields purchased a Ford Torpedo thru the
agency of Walter Calvert." Six months
after trying the Auto Sales business the
brothers-in-law entered a more successful
venture,

"NEW THEATRICAL MEN"

"Wm., Baker and Walter Calvert have
purchased the Opera House business from
J.0. Walling, taking charge last Sunday
Night (March 16, 1913), Mr. Baker hails
from Los Gatos, Cal. and Walter Calvert
is too well known to require an
introduction from us."

"Many improvements are contemplated by
the new managers. A set price of 10# and
15¢ for all ordinary moving picutres and
vaudeville shows, including Saturday
nights will be maintained, except for bit
special features when the price will be
according to their worth."

"The gentlemen are taking hold of a good
business and there is no doubt but that
they will develop it to its full
capacity." '

Thru 1913, the Opera House continued much
as it had under Walling's management with
Walter Calvert taking the lead. The
Lompoc Opera House ad appeared weekly in
the newspaper listing W.A. Calvert,
manager. The ad was changed in the
January 30, 1914 issue to read:

W.J. Baker W.A, Calvert
Lompoc Opera House

Changed Nightly
The Best Only

Motion Picutres
Refined Vaudeville

"Just enough of everything
Not too much of anything"
that Educate, Instruct and Amuse.

Nothing Booked that can offend the Most
Festidious Taste.

The ad was prelude to a very dramatic
event in the 1life of the Opera House.
Calvert and Baker had purchased the movie
and vaudeville business from Walling in
1913 with the accompanying management of
dance and other Opera House events, and
now, almost a year later, there was a
proposal to purchase the Opera House from
the local stockholders. The Feb. 6, 1914
Lompoc Record had the following article,

"HALL ASSOCIATION MAY DISINCORPORATE"

"Was Organized Twenty Years Ago - Last
Two Years Opera House has paid its way.,"
(It was actually organized 24 years
earlier).

"At the meeting of the directors of the
Lompoc Hall Association Monday afternoon
it was determined to submit to the
stockholders a proposition of disposing
of the associations property and
disincorporating."

The association never paid dividends,
however, stockholders had been pleased to
provide the Opera House for (24) years.
Repairs were needed and $1500 worth of
unsold stock was offered if there was an
interest to continue ownership,

There were no takers, apparently, and by
May, 1914 a deal was struck which ended
the "public” ownership of the property.

"The Lompoc Hall Association will soon be
a thing of the past and the corporation
that was formed over 20 years ago of
public spirited citizens to furnish our
people with a suitable house of
entertainment will be discontinued,
Their property which is the Opera House
and lot, has been disposed of to W.J.
Baker. The final settlement has not been
made but there are no discenting voices
among the stockholders and Mr. Baker bid
more than was really asked, there is
little doubt that the deal will go
through. The stockholders are requested
to leave their stock at the Bank of
Lompoc and as soon as this is delivered
it is expected the deal will be closed,
Mr. Baker, who with W.A. Calvert, has
been leasing the opera house for over a
year, 1is contemplating many radical
changes. A maple floor for the big hall,
and a tower for shifting curtains and
scenery will be among the first to be
considered.




local dramatic talent and dancing.
Movies became more popular and were
improving in production quality so the
Opera House became financially successful
for Baker and Calvert.

Some shady characters thought business
was so good they tried to get some of the
proceeds for themselves. The following
article appeared in the Nov. 27, 1916
newspaper: Robbers entered the Lompoc
Opera House shortly after 5 o'clock this
morning, and failing to get electric
light because the main switch was off,
burned papers on the floor until they
located the small safe. Since there was
not much room for action in the small box
office, the cracksmen carried the safe
out into the middle of Lompoc's main
street and with a sledge hammer opened
the strongbox to find $5 in change. One
of Lompoc's early risers went by the
opera house shortly after 5 o'clock this
morning, and heard pounding, but thought
that the noise came from a livery stable
beyond. It was learned that manager
Calvert who runs the place as a movie,
always takes the proceeds home, leaving
only enough for change.

There wasn't much War News in the local
paper until the U.,S. entered WWI in
April, 1917. Army enlistments were
immediate, a Red Cross Chapter was
organized, and the valley answered the
appeal for more food production.

Movies and vaudeville dramas continued,
with an increase in patriotic fare. 1In
1916, there was a "War Drama" entitled
The Captive, directed by Cecil B. De
Mille. There were other big names

appearing in the 1916-1917 era; like Mary
Pickford, Douglass Fairbanks, and John

Barrymore., Films of note were Dickens
"Tale of Two Cities" and Harold Bell
Wright's "The Eye of the World."
"Paramount night" Tuesday and Saturday
were spelling success for the movie
business.

The dramatic companies of vaudeville had
to compete with the great Chautauqua
spectaculars, and with improving movies,
so they were improving also. The May
1917 Chautauqua (in its large tent across
the street from the Opera House) was
deemed splendid.”

There was a big Memorial Day service held
in the Opera House at the end of May
189157,

By August, 1917 the "great" war picture,
"Salambo" came to Lompoc.

There were still 1lots of Fatty Arbuckle,
Buster Keaton, Keystone Cops, and other
slapstick comedies being produced. Some
pictures had captions and most pictures
were to be accompanied by the
"melodramatic" pianists, who played music
according to the mood of the picture
being shown. Every theater had an
accompanist, but the Opera House was very
unique in its selection of this talent.
In the early 1920's they hired a blind
piano player.

Charles Paulson was blind and it was,
therefore, easy for him to play in a
darkened theater -- but how could he
possibly know what kind of music was
called for by the action on the screen?
Paulson worked with someone who watched
the film and, depending on what was
happening on the screen, a touch or grip

Armistice Day
November 11, 1925

Lompoc's
Golden Jubilee
Parade

(See Legacy {#27)



The
Corner Drug  Store

Benefit of Ryon Park
Under the Auspices of the Civic Club

LOMPOC OPERA HOUSE

April 17, 1914
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“The Corner Drug Store”
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Cast of Characters.

Mrs. Whiten Black, ““The Merry Widow,” ... . .. Rena B. Silverman.
Tessie Trundallcart, “The Cashier,” . ... ... ... Lorean E. Rudolph
Bessie Buttercup, “The Sweetheart,” ... . ... ... A. Louise Constable
Arabella Sunset, 'The Frolicsome Teacher,”. . ... .. Idella Rudolph
Seedy Apple | .. P T Ethel K. Hannon
Corey Apple | The Twins, 58000 ol Katharine F. Duignan
Fluffy Ruffles, } ... Eunice Talbott
Girlie Gay . - “College Girls,” - ...... ... ... . . Hulda Kalin
Lady Laughter T el | Sylvia Callis
Michael Buttenbenders, “The New Proprietor,” . .. .J. Lloyd Talbott
Hamilton Doolittle, “The Old Proprietor,”. ... ... ... LeRoy Balaam
Kutan Foxie, “The Man About Town,”. ... .. .. Maurice Balaam
Doc Pettingil, “The Village Doctor,”. .. ... ... . .. Frank I. Callis
Lem Pillsbury, “The Chronic Invalid,”. ... ... ... William M. Gibson
Scroggins Planten, “The Village Undertaker,”. .. . ..Vincent Sullivan
Muggs Murphy, “The Prizefighter,”.. . .. ... .. .. John A. Blake
Peg Wallop, “The Policeman,”. .. .. ....... ... .. . Frank Baader
Peter Pumpennickel, “The Professor,”. .. ... ... .. .. Walter Lewis
Ishud Worry, j ............ Lloyd Whittemore
Upta Much } “College Boys™ - . ........ . .. ... .. . . Bert Rios
Billy Yellum ? ............. Edward Bissinger
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Properties and Furniture Loaned by:

LONG’S FURNITURE STORE.
REXALL DRUG STORE.
RUDOLPH'S STORE. 1
GRAHAM DRUG CO.

FRANK I. CALLIS,

THE ELITE.

LOMPOC RECORD PRINT.

o T A
AT ) AL
“The Corner Drug Store”

DIRECTOR: —Geneva M. Calvert. *
ACCOMPANIST: —Marion Smith.
—Time—
A Summer Afternoon.

—Scene—
A Drug Store.

Place :~—A Small Town.

The following specialties will be introduced:

Whistling Solo .. .......... ... ... . . .. ... Geneva M. Calvert
Opening Chorus. ..................... “Everybody TwoStep”
“My Anti Ragtime Girl”. ... .. ... . ..... ...... Hamilton Doolittle
“My Gal Irene™ ... ... ... . ... ... ... .. ..., Lem Pillsbury
“TH Get You . ... Scroggins Plantem
“The Chicken Song”. .. ....................... Muggs Murphy
Merry Widow Waltz. . . Mrs. Whiten Black and Michael Bottonbenders
“Toodles™ . ... ... .. . . . The Twins
“The Light of the Worldis Love™. ... ... ... ... Mrs. Whiten Black
Closing Chorus. . .......... ... .. ... ..... “Our College Flag”
Curtain.
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*Geneva Calvert - no known relationship
to Walter Calvert.




of one shoulder or the other, would
signal Paulson to play "villain," "hero,”
"heroine" or what other kind of music was
called for.

A new organ was purchased for the Opera
House in January 1920, Paulson played
the organ just as successfully as he
played the piano.

Charles Paulson played for the silent
movies at the Opera House and later at
the Lompoc Theater in 1927. Before the
"talkies" a piano or organ player was
almost always on hand. Showing movies in
synch with phonograph records left
something to be desired. Called
Vidaphone, this system was a prelude to
Movietone with sound track. Records had
to be changed so keeping them in synch
was a problem. If the needle got st —--
the needle got st —-- the needle got st --
the needle got stuck, then the record was
hopelessly behind the action on the
screen.

Lompoc's new theater opened May 27, 1927,
That event did not end the function of

the Opera House. The thirty-seven year
old building was destined to be a center
of community activity for a half-century.
The Opera House continued to be leased
out by Wm. Baker, who left the operation
of the new theater to his partner, Walter
Calvert.

Dances, fairs, flower shows, graduation
exercises, Memorial Day programs, 4th of
July programs, etc., continued to be held
at the old Opera House. The hardwood
maple floor was very suitable for roller
skating, so it became a skating rink in
addition to all its other uses.

The Veteran's Memorial Building was
completed in the mid-thirties, and flower
shows, fairs, patriotic celebrations were
taken over by that complex. Graduation
exercises were moved to the new school
gymnasium, After fifty years of service
to the community on the corner of Cypress
and H Streets, the old Opera House was
sold, torn down, and replaced with a
bowling alley about the time of the
beginning of WWII.
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