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June BBQ and Labor Day Reservations Inside

Dyer Bridge
From the Diary of John Knox Forbes
April 1908 thru September 1908

On April 3,1908, I, John Forbes, Sealer of Weights and Measures for Santa Barbara County,
had a phone talk with Frank Flournoy the County Surveyor in Santa Maria, and Frick the Supervisor
about the Dyer Bridge. Flournoy told me he would be down in a few days to talk over the Dyer Bridge.

Finally, on April 10, a Friday, Flournoy came and we went in company with Mr Howe to do
some surveying. The next day we went back to the sight, with Mr. Howe accompanying us, along with
Frick to take levels and do a little more surveying.

It is now Wednesday, April 22, 1908, and we’ve worked at the Dyer Bridge for three days. 1
got my feet wet and found the crew camping below the old bridge; finally all hands had to quit, owing
to the rain. Work will resume when the rain slows down.

Saturday, April 25, 1908. Today I watched the crew drive in the first piles for the new bridge,
it was a very windy day.

The crew commenced to sink the curbing for the bridge, it being Friday, May 1%, been working
on the bridge for eleven days now. On Friday, May 15, the crew had to quit and go home to wait for
an engine to arrive to make the pump at the Bridge run, they tried to make it run all day yesterday,
but failed.

Wednesday, May 20, 1908 and been on the Dyer bridge for 24 days. Today the boys set up the
first of the cylinders, which they are going to try and sink about eight feet into the quick sand.

Tuesday, 26 May, 1908. It’s been 29 days on the bridge and I saw the first of the piles driven
in the south pier this afternoon.

The 32" day at the bridge and troubles all day. They broke a pile today, and also broke a
pulley on the head of their driver. They had just started to drive the sixth pile in the first pier. And,
not only that, the first load of cement was delivered today and came out too thick.

Itis Monday, 8" June, 1908, the 39" day on the bridge and the first eight hour day for the crew.

Wednesday, June 10. Telephoned Flournoy from town this evening about the cement for the
bridge, which he said was no good. The boys will be laid off for awhile owing to the cement being no
good. I have to send samples to Flournoy of the cement. Sure have been talking a bit much to
Flournoy on the telephone lately.

The crew has been busy, work on the bridge has been 51and a half days today, June 23, a
Tuesday. They finished digging the third pier today and are getting ready to dig the last one.

Went in company with Flournoy today, Tuesday, June 30, 1908, they commenced to drive the
piles in the north piers this forenoon and had three driven in by 4pm. On Thursday, July 2, they
finished driving the piles in the north pier this forenoon and in the afternoon they were jacking up the
driver to get her in the bank.

Tuesday, July 14, 1908. On the bridge 65 % days and put in the first day on the concrete. It
took three days to finish the concrete, and we finished at 3pm on the third day, Saturday, July 18, 1908.

It is now 75 %2 days on the bridge, it being Saturday, July 25. I saw them drive the last pile
today, they gotitin at 11am. Had a meeting tonight to select a new supervisor. Fox got 24 votes, Frick
109 votes and there were 11 blanks.
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good to all Navy personnel and provided the best USO in the state. The people were
interested in everything the sailors did and rooted for the team at the softball games.

The floral flag planted by Bodger Seed Company in 1942 was a sight to behoid
when returning from a long flight over the ocean.

One day a stray dog wandered onto the base and decided to make it his home. He
was welcomed with open arms by all the men and became base mascot. He was
named “Half hitch.”

Four sailors were killed and one was seriously injured on a foggy morning in
August 13, 1943 when the airship was being held on the ground by a group of men
prior to take off. A gust of wind is thought to have come up and swung the tail
structure of the ship around toward some high-tension electrical wires bordering the
field — an 11,000-volt circuit arced through the air and into the ship.

Fleet Airship Wing 3 and ZP-31 were disestablished in September 1945 along with
the Del Mar, Lompoc and Ensenada stations.

Reference: The Military History of California, Justin M.Ruhge, pgs.1029-34.

K121 U.S. Navy Airship at Lompoc, 1943,
U S Navy Photograph.
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Lompoc Naval Auxiliary Station
By Justin M. Ruhge

During World War ll the quiet little farm town of Lompoc was home to the Army and
the Navy. The Army was represented by Camp Cooke, while the Navy was present in
the form of the Lighter Than Air (LTA) station for balloon airships (blimps) used for
coastal anti-submarine patrol. The blimps that operated from the facility were
assigned to blimp squadron ZP-31, based at the LTA Naval Air Station in Santa Ana,
California which became the Tustin Marine Corps Air Station. There were 12 K-type
blimps assigned to the squadron, which patrolled Southern California waters for
enemy submarines. The blimps used Radar and magnetic airborne/anomaly
detection equipment along with visual sightings.

ZP-31 was part of Fleet Airship Wing 3, which had its headquarters at the Moffett
Field, California, Naval Air Station.

The World War 1l K-type non-ridge airships used inert helium natural gas for lifting,
were 251.7 feet in length, could lift 7,770 pounds, had a maximum speed of 67.5 knots
and a cruising range of 1,910 miles at 50 knots. Two Pratt and Whitney 450 hp 9-
cylinder radial aircraft type engines powered the blimps.

The gondola was over 40-feet long and included bunks, reclining seats, radio,
mechanics, navigation stations and a galley. It carried 4 depth charges and a 50-
caliber machine gun, which was mounted on the deck above the pilot and co-pilot. A
30-caliber machine gun was mounted in the rear of the gondola. One parachute was
supplied to provide escape for one man to organize a landing party in case it was
needed.

Lighter than aircraft are controlled by static and dynamic means-similar to a
submarine.

Approximately 134 K-type blimps were built for World War 1l worldwide service.

The bases at Santa Ana and Moffett Field had two huge blimp hangars, which
remain today. Each of these large hangars could hold six of the K-type blimps.

In this squadron, blimp bases were located at Santa Ana, Del Mar, Lompoc, and
Ensenada, Mexico. Other squadrons and bases were located in northern California,
Oregon and Washington. Two more of the huge hangars were located at Tillamook,
Washington.

An already existing airport at Lompoc was the attraction for the airship squadrons.
Lompoc’s airport was dedicated on November 4, 1928. As with most airports of the
time, it was just a flat grass-covered strip with a windsock.

In the 1930s, the Lompoc Flying Club built a 50-foot square hangar on the site for
$1,628. The old airport was located between present-day College and Pine and H and
O Streets on the present Lompoc High School and Lompoc Shopping Center
properties. Airport St. recalls the location today.

The Lompoc Naval Air Station was established in December 1942 as an auxiliary
field for the Santa Ana Naval Air Station, a 64-acre parcel at the old airport. It was
commissioned on August 8, 1943. Two blimps were stationed at Lompoc.
Improvements were a paved landing field 500 by 1,000 feet, barracks for the enlisted
men, bachelor officer’s quarters for the station and Hedron officers and the pilots, a
galley, mess hall, and offices. The old hangar was converted into a recreation room
for the enlisted men. There were approximately 185 men on the base at all times.

When the airships took off in the morning they flew west over Surf and out to sea.
When going over Honda it was very easy to see the four stack destroyers lying on the
bottom where they hit the rocks in the 1923 catastrophe. The normal procedure was
to fly up and down the coast beyond the breakers looking for possible enemy
submarines to eliminate. Each crew looked forward to its month’s tour of duty in
Lompoc, because it was more like a trip to paradise than duty. The locals were so
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More Lompoc Valley 1906 Booklet

Selected Photos
Edited by Vance Newcomb

The Undated “Lompoc Valley” Booklet, no
doubt printed in 1906 because it refers to
produce of 1905, was featured in Legacy No.
106 and selected photos were shown in Legacy
No. 107. Shown below are pictures of specific
farm activity plus a scene of Miguelito park
and a scene of the warehouses near the
railroad track receiving wagon loads of valley
produce.

The booklet with its descriptive text and
photos was sent out to advertise the value of
Lompoc Valley farm land and encourage more
families to swell the population in Lompoc.
Two newspapers, the “Record” and “Journal”
also “labor unceasingly to up build the city and
vicinity.”

'

Two banks and twenty business houses and
artisans of various handicrafts are to be found.

Lompoc has its own ample gravity domestic
water supply and maintains its own fire
department. It has broad cement and
asphaltum sidewalks and well graded and
graveled streets. The business streets are 100
Sfeet wide and the whole city is laid out at right
angles on a generous scale.

Many fraternal orders are represented by
Slourishing lodges, and two, the Odd Fellows
and the Foresters own the buildings.

There are many beautiful homes and the
atmosphere is one of contentment prosperity,
enterprise and thrift.

o The value of coastal fog extending the |
B preserving of grasses on the hills for two
8 or three months and the superior quality
B of butter was extolled. The four milk men §
B in the center are proud of their herd. i
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Karen's Chronicles

Avery big thank you to Steve Junak for his
wonderful presentation on Santa Cruz Island.
Hope to organize a trip to see the island.

Contributions for the project to Preserve
Old Lompoc Newspapers are $2226 of the $7400
needed to microfilm and digitize both
newspapers. Donations have been made by
Charles & Barbara Arnold, Beverly Preece, Dan
Dutra, Ed Everett, Lucy McCabe, Tony Waters,
Richard Dittman, Alyce Martin and Justin Ruhge
and are so very much appreciated.

Cojo-Jalama Ranch donated $1000.00 to
the general fund, and Jesse Jone's Mother, Gail
Speer Van Slooton of Snohomash WA estate
donated $500.00. Many, Many thanks!!!

If anyone likes scrap booking, the
reference room project to redo all the family
photo albums with acid free paper is starting.
Come on down...Monday or Thursday mornings!

John Mc Reynold's will attend the June
BBQ selling his new book, “Seasons of Jalama”
with a donation to the Historical Society for each
book sold.

The reference room docents have been
traveling on field trips to increase their
knowledge of the area. A February trip to
Hollister Ranch led by Steve Martinez featured
fabulous ocean views and a visit to the Hollister
Ranch House. Late April Sheri Chavez arranged a
trip to see San Julian with its old “casa” and many
historical items. There will be many more in the
future!

Hope to see all of you at the June BBQ or the
Flower Festival Open House June 23!

Contributions to the Preserve Old Lompoc
Newspaper Fuagd l(lic(%ﬂ,tfeibutions are tax

Name

Address

Make Checks Payable To
Lompoc Valley Historical Society
PO BOX 88, Lompoc, CA 93438

From the Treasurer

Jeannette Wynne

Several society activities are on the
calendar in the coming months. Take time now to
note them on your home calendar so you won’t
miss any of the fun!

Next up is our wonderful June BBQ on
Sunday, June 10" under the pergola at the
Fabing-McKay-Spanne house. Please mailin your
reservations so I receive them by June 4th.

Labor Day weekend will be here before we
know it. I am already receiving reservations! First
up, 50 year Class Reunion & Quarterly Dinner
meeting at the Elks Lodge on Friday, August 31°.
Please mail reservations so I receive them by
August 17",

Sunday Sept.2" Picnic at Ryon Park.
Chicken BBQ is $10 and you pay at the park.
Make note on the bottom of your EIK’s dinner
reservation form as to how many will be attending.

This will help our crew with preparing enough
food!

You will find all the reservation forms in
this newsletter. As always, if you have any
questions about these activities, please call me
directly at 737-1170. Mail checks: LVHS , Box 88,
Lompoc, CA 93438.

LOMPOC VALLEY HISTORICAL SOCIETY MEMBERS 517
New Members
Steve Martinez, Vivian Ford,

Marlene Larsen-rejoined, Cojo/Jalama

**NOTICE**

Federal Form 990 (Return of Organization
Exempt from Income Tax and Form 199
(California Exempt Organization Return) are
available to the membership for viewing.
These are prepared by our CPA (Walker,
Wilson & Hughen) and cover our Fiscal Year
Sept 1, 2010 to August 31, 2011. Please
contact Jeannette Wynne, Treasurer @ 737-
1170



The demand for raising of poultry and
egg production was rapidly increasing in
1905. The authors of the “Lompoc
Valley” booklet claimed with 300 to 600
hens on two to five acres any family
could make a good living.

POULTRY SCENES

This may be the mentioned early “Api-
culture” bee keeping by Henry McCabe
in Santa Lucia Canyon. In 1905 his son
Harry, newly wed to Leella McAdam was
growing beans there earning $80 to $90
an acre.
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Was this grove of Engl;'slz Walnuts an
early product of Hibbits’ family efforts
110 years ago?

R S

WALNUT ORCHARD

Rev. McClimon from the
Baptist church in 1908 was
invited to pick cherries in

ORCHARD SCENES
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Labor Day Weekend
Friday August 31, 2012

BBQ Steak Dinner
Lompoc Elks Lodge

$ 25.00 Per Person
6pm Social Hour 7pm Dinner

Class of 1962 50 Year Reunion

Alumni Hall of Fame Presentation

*xkdxk

Sunday September 2, 2012
Chicken BBQ Noon Time
Ryon Park
$10. 00 per person

Pay at the park

Indicate number of people attending
sokskokstdokaolaokolorkskskskoksksk

Please mail reservations so we receive them by
August 17, 2012

Return this portion with your check

Reservations Labor Day Weekend
Elks Lodge August 31, 2012

MUST BE RECEIVED BY
AUGUST 17,2012

Name of EACH person attending please

Address

Phone #

Number attending chicken bbq at Ryon Park
Sunday September 2" . Pay at park.

Mail reservation with check to
LVHS, PO BOX 88, Lompoc, CA 93438

SNV R N ey R

Quarterly BBQ
June 10, 2012

Fabing-McKay-&panne House
207N. T Street

$10.00 Per Person

Beef BBQ with all the
trimmings
Bring a dessert to share

John Mc Reynolds will be present
with his new book

“Seasons of Jalama”

Please mail reservations
so we receive them by June 4, 2010

Return this portion with your check

Reservations for June BBQ
Fabing-McKay-Spanne House

MUST BE RECEIVED BY JUNE 4, 2012

Name of EACH person attending

Phone

Address

Mail reservations with check to
LVHS, PO BOX 88, Lompoc, CA 93438
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“The beautiful Miguelito Park grove
three miles south of Lompoc was '
dedicated to the public by the original |
owners of the colony and is enjoyed by

|
!
our people as a common property.”
|

(Now a county park.)
: 1905 crop production Other Valued prodx‘:ctzon
Barley 8,000 tﬁrfs $160,000 . (No dollar value.lzsted) ! 1
d 90,000 - Cherries, apples, pfzars, apricots, be.mes, wal-
S 30,000 hundredwt. 90,000 nuts, eggs and chickens, honey, milk, butter,
Bea'ns o . - livestock on ranches surrounding the valley
g:;s: ] $6§3e:;:e$ 75 to $100/ acre j (horses, cattle, sheep hogs), minerals: bitumen-

ous rock, gypsum, asphaltum, diatomaceous

L 3 earth, glass sand, lime rock, and petroleum.

Valley is essentially |
agricultural. In the rich soil every crop
that is planted thrives and yields a

bountiful harvest.”
ST Sy B S S T LY T R T AN AR A
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WAREHOUSES AND TEAMS

4




geree VO ‘odwio ‘g8 XOd Od
auy ‘A19100§ [BILI0ISIH A3][EA dodwo]
07 YI91D YNM [Ipu 9583 q
*SIOQUISW A[{UIE] PAsB3ddP 10§ SSIIPPE PUB JWEU IPNOUL
‘nosaod JeY} 10J YIEIP PUE Y)iIq JO 18aK IALB IsLI|d
Junowrs .aejjop Aue u uosxad
PIsSEIIIP € JO JWRH I} UY P 3 AL S[ELIOWIU [eadg
*NOILAGIIINOD TVIHOWAN »
00°00S$ - UONEZINEZID
00°0S€S$ - Ajrmeg
00°0ST$ - fenpraipuy
*<dTHSYTIWAW TWILTAT T+
00°S$ - ST 99V Jopup) - digsisquam Jomung
00°0STS$ - 29 ‘sassauisng pue - uoned
00°001$ - sdnois) pue (Q"0S$ - fenplalpuf
- sopiAnoe ur uonednaed Jnogus
y10ddns A1eyouow Suriogjo dnoud io uosaad :3uruie)sng
00°S€$ (plogasnoy w) - diys1oquIdTAl Ajyureq
00°578- digsIaquIdTA] d[3UIS
ST TVIANNY =

JTHSYHAIIWAIN 40 SSVID AVIA
1834 o) Jof JudmAed uy %

Buisopoud we § - £39190S AHL NIOL OL HSIM I
VINYOAITVD “D0dWOT

auy ‘Kje100g Teo103sTH LojeA dodwio]

9gbee VD “dodmory

97 ON HuLIdg

AIvd 3OVI1ISOd ‘SN
UOPRZIUESI() JJOIJ-UON

"SUOJJBI0] 258U} Je Ya| oq Aew saunbuj
-A191908 [e910)SIH Asjjep sodwoT
yoseas uayj WOINOOGIIE) MMM Je joogaded ‘Osiy
“B10° A10]SIHOOUUIO| MAUM 3B JauIdjul 3y} uo sn puld

U HOZIIIADEI ] [2q01)S HIANF] uijore)
[rews asgafd J19339[SMOU SIY} 0} SUOIIIALI0D)

SAUIAIY PUIA Ae( 1oqe] pue Ogd dunf
IpIsuj UOT}RULIOJUY
Jepusjen INoA Ylen

-asnofy wadQ Aepimjes ay) uo
wed1Q urrjoay ayj sejd Aqpensn yooy) uukg

widy 03 weQy 8T Anr
wdg 0y mdyzy ¢z oung
wdy 03 wegy 97 Aeln

Apnp ‘sung ‘KeA] 10§ APaYdS dsnol uadQ
we] 0) Wwe)c:g :SALpIoy] [BUONEN
ydoaoxa qyuom oy} Surinp Aepsiny ], pue KepuO YorH

Youas24 pup §ino} Jof uado 24v M01aq saulf] puv WP Y

SHINOW ITHHL LXHAN THL 304
SAVA YH0OM ANV SISROH NIdO

repuaje)

8chee VO ©oduwoy
88 Xog Od
*3u] ‘A13190 [BILIOISIH AJ[[EA sodwo|



