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Swope - McGregor - Short Story 
by Myra Manfrina 

James "Jim" Short 
James "Jim" Short descends from the McGregor 
- Swope - Short families of the early days 
of Lompoc's history. Jim's mother. Flora 
McGregor Short, was born in 1882 down in Lom
poc Canyon, and her two grandfathers, 
McGregor and Swope,arrived in Lompoc in 1875 
making those families, represented by Jim, 
108 year old Lompoc families in 1983. 

Swope 
Samuel Smith Swope,born in 1814 in Kentucky, 
was a former Missouri plantation owner and 
one of the founders of S t . Louis Mo. He mar
ried and had one child before he struck out 
for California, probably in the Gold Rush, 
since he is listed on the Napa County 1850 
census, age 35, born Ky. Returning to Miss
ouri by 1854, a second child, Jessie Whitten 
Swope, was born in April, 1855, in St. Louis 
making a 10 year difference in age between 
Jessie and her older brother Samuel ,Jr., 
born in 1844. 

When Jessie was 13 in 1868 the family, now 
with two more children, James and Mattie 
crossed the plains to live in the Hollister 
area of California where he raised stock and 
was president of the Hollister Land Company. 
In April, 1875, Lompoc Record, it was writt
en "Mr. S. S. Swope, who for years was pres
ident of the Hollister Land Co., has arrived 
in Lompoc with intentions of remaining. Sev
eral branches of his family will soon follow 
...He has purchased 300 or more acres adjoin
ing Lompoc Canyon and will commence immedia
tely preparing to sow 200 acres of grain on 

the mesa lands and 80 to alfalfa." The 
Record reported in April, 1876, that S. S. 
Swope brought flour to Lompoc from Corral-
itos Mills. 

Sam Swope, Jr. and his wife,Mary Porter,left 
Lompoc two years after their marriage in 
1879; James William and Jennie Ware married 
at her parents' Santa Rita home in 1879 and 
of Mattie Swope, we have no information. 

Jessie Whitten Swope was named for her Uncle 
Jesse Whitten, one of the scouts who guided 
General Fremont on his California trips. 
There is no information on Sam Swope's wife, 
Jessie's mother, but perhaps her name was 
Whitten. Jessie married James Roy McGregor 
in 1871 in Hollister and they came to Lompoc 
with the Swopes. 

Samuel Swope had either a brother or cousin 
in Lompoc. There are enough similarities 
that they had to be related closely: Elias 
"Doc" Swope, whose parents were Kentucky na
tives, was born in 1819 in Jackson Co., Mo. 
He married Zerilda Stice in Missouri. Sam, 
born in Kentucky, married in St. Louis, Mo., 
and crossed the plains first in 1850 to Napa 
Co., Ca., returned to St. Louis and came out 
again in 1868, this time to Hollister. Elias 
crossed the plains in 1857 to Wooden Valley, 
Napa Co., and in 1868 went to Hollister. 
Sam moved to Lompoc in 1875 and Elias in 
1877 to the Honda area at the base of M t . 
Tranquil lion. Sam's home was in Lompoc Can
yon on the road to Elias' - see Legacies #6, 
page 5, and #10, pages 6 and 7. Mr. and Mrs. 
Elias Swope and Samuel Swope were all 
members of the First Christian Church, by 
letters of recommendation, 1892. They had 
to be related with all the similarities. 



A sidelight on Samuel Swope. Nettie Belle 
Overholt married William Hoover in Hollister 
and their son Samuel Arthur Hoover was born 
there in 1884. They were friends of Samuel, 
and possibly of Elias, also,since they lived 
in the same district of Tres Pinos, where 
Elias lived. Nettie's mother was married at 
that time to George Washington Mankins, liv
ing in Paicines, near Hollister, and part of 
the Mankins family came to Lompoc. For more 
on Mankins see Legacy No. 18, page 3. 

N e t t i e Overholt Hoover Fogarty 

The Hoovers divorced and Nettie and her 
son Sam Hoover came to Lompoc from Hollister 
in 1887 in a horse-drawn buggy, to live with 
the Sam Swope family in Lompoc Canyon.Nettie 
ran a boarding house at Meherin Wharf,a mile 
south of the Old Lompoc Landing. In that 
year Tom Fogarty was in charge of the wharf 
and he also had a saloon one door west of 
the Saunders House (next to the corner bank 
building). He bought out Frank Jones' cigar, 
candy and fruit store. Probably for conven
ience Nettie and son Samuel took the name of 
Swope while living with the family, and in 
1895 Nettie married Thomas Henry Fogarty 
her name on the marriage license was Nettie 
Swope. 

Tom Fogarty evidently was a tinkerer of 
sorts - he and Bill McKay in 1898, following 
a very dry year in Lompoc, went up near Sac
ramento and brought back a rainmaking for
mula. Quoting from Legacy No. 1, page 4: 
Farmers and ranchers promised them a fat fee 
if they got rain. They set up shop on the 

south hill by the cemetery they got all 
the cut nails Gury & Moore had in stock. The 
secret formula and iron nails were boiled 10 
days. No rain was produced but the fumes 
killed all the crows and other birds within 

a radius of a mile or more'. Ronald Adam said 
in 1899 when he arrived in Lompoc "we didn't 
have any liquor stores Oboy and Fogarty 
took care of community thirst either by the 
stein or gallon at their bars." 

In 1900 the Fogartys moved to Bakersfield 
and there in 1901 their daughter Nona Eliza
beth was born. Nona is now the widow of Paul 
Michener and makes her home in Lompoc with 
her niece and nephew, Minniebel1e(Hoover)and 
Don Stalker. 

Sam Hoover, after working in the oil fields 
around Bakersfield, returned to Lompoc and 
married Geneva Teague Jolley in 1914. Sam 
was 25 years the manager of the Puritan Ice 
Company in Lompoc. He died in 1964 and Gen
eva died in 1972. She was the daughter of 
Minnie Walker and John Teague and by strange 
coincidence,when she and Teague divorced and 
Minnie and their small daughter Geneva went 
to live with a family named Jolley,they took 
their name for convenience sake'. Minnie mar
ried second to Bird Dickens in 1908 and he 
had a grocery store with John Watson and 
then with John P. Gury, next door to what is 
now Perozzi Hardware. Dickens died in 1914 
and Minnie married third to Oscar A.Anderson 
who was a pioneer Lompoc leather merchant. 

Sam and Geneva Hoover 
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and had a harness and saddlery shop for 25 
years. Minnie was a nurse for many years to 
the children of Robert Sudden at their home 
on the southwest corner of H Street and Hic
kory Avenue, and she was housekeeper in her 
later years to many Lompoc families. 

Sam and Geneva had two children, Samuel J., 
and Mrs. Don Stalker, whose husband came to 
Lompoc 50 years ago with his parents,Dorothy 
and Ray Stalker, to open Lompoc's newest 
business, the J. C. Penney Store. 

McGregor 
James Roy McGregor, grandfather of Jim 
Short,was born about 1843 in Sterling Castle, 
Scotland. When age 18 he was shanghaied out 
of Scotland and taken to Savannah, Ga.,where 
he was drafted for the Southern Army in the 
Civil War. Later he worked for the Union 
Pacific RR, and was present when they drove 
the Golden Spike in Utah for the first trans
continental railroad. Relocating in 
Hollister, he raised cattle until his move 
to Lompoc where he bought land near his 
father-in-law, Sam Swope, in 1875, in Lompoc 
Canyon. 

Their home was on the west side of the 
canyon, just before the big curve up the 
hill. The home and outbuildings were demol
ished when that area was taken over by the 
military for Camp Cooke in 1941. He was 
trustee for Lynden School in 1905. James had 
a watermelon patch and a peach orchard and 
the boys from Lynden School plagued him by 
stealing the melons and fruit. McGregor 

would shoot at the culprits with a rifle 
loaded with rock salt'. 

Jessie (Swope) and James McGregor had five 
children: Robert Roy, born 1873, Hollister; 
Annie McGregor in 1875 in Lompoc Canyon; 
Martha, born 1878 and died as Mrs. Compton 
in 1960; Grace, born 1880, married Calvin 
Gingrich and John Baker; and Flora May, mar
ried Charles W. Short. 

Robert Roy McGregor was with the first grad
uating class of Lompoc High School. After 
studying civil engineering in college he vol
unteered for the Spanish-American War, ser
ving in the Philippines. Back in the States 
he followed his engineering profession 17 
years, in Nevada and other Western states 
building canals and dams and working on rail-

N e t t i e Fogarty, Frances Doane J a c o b s 
and J e s s i e Swope McGregor 

roads. He designed the trestle at Gaviota 
in about 1899. In 1905 he married Maude 
Burdette Hill, in Nevada. During WWII he 
served in France and then was in charge of 
railway engineering personnel in Washington 
D.C. In 1919 he was Santa Barbara City Man
ager, then moved to a ranch west of Buellton 
where he farmed until 1943 with his sons: 
Robert, James, Donald, Thomas and Malcolm. 
In 1922-23 he was chief engineer on the 
building on the Buel1 ton-Surf Highway. 

Annie McGregor married Frank Henry Doane in 
1898 in Lompoc. Their daughter Frances mar
ried Chester Jacobs, brother of Lincoln 
Jacobs - see Legacy No. 24, page 5. Annie's 
second husband was Norman Sherwood. 

Grace McGregor Gingrich's daughter Iris 
married Ralph Renwick, son of Justin and 
Elizabeth Renwick, for whom Renwick Avenue 
in the lower valley is named. It was to 
Iris's home that James and Jessie McGregor 
moved in 1915 when they retired, and when 
the Renwicks moved to Santa Barbara they 
went with them where James died in 1921. 
Jessie died in Los Angeles 8 years later. 

Flora May McGregor,born 101 years ago in Lom
poc Canyon, was the fifth child of James and 
Jessie. She and Charles Washington Short 
married in August, 1900 at her parent's home. 



Short 

Charles Washington Short 

Charles W. Short came to Lompoc about 1885 
or later with his widowed mother Elizabeth 
Elliott Short, and a brother Arthur, and sis
ter, Dora, all born in Missouri. Elizabeth 
had married in Missouri about 1866, to Mr. 
Short, native of Indiana. Her birthplace was 
in Ohio in 1850. She was an expert dress
maker, making her living that way. The late 
Willie Downing Bensman, an oldtime Lompoc 
schoolteacher, once said of her: "Elizabeth 
was a finished dressmaker. That was in the 
day of seven and nine gored, lined and inter
lined long skirts, tight waists, crinoline, 
high necks, tight long sleeves and whale 
bones. It would take a week's steady work to 
make such a garb and she rated tops." Veda 
Perkins recalls her mother. Amy Richardson, 
going to Mrs. Short to have her own and 
Veda's school dresses made. Mrs. Short a l 
ways had cookies for the youngsters, Veda 
said. 

Mrs. Short's home was at 803 West Walnut, 
later torn down when Dan Douglass built the 
home that stands there today, once Dale Houn-
shell's home,now owned by Reginald and Alyce 
Lindsey. 

Coming to Lompoc with Elizabeth Short was 
her mother, Catherine Elliott Truesdale,also 

a widow who had lost two husbands Mr. 
Elliott by whom she had 4 children, and Mr. 
Truesdale. Catherine was born in Virginia 
in 1818, married there where her first child 
Margaret Ann Elliott was born in 1836. The 
family moved to Ohio where 3 other children 
were born, Eliza, Washington and Elizabeth. 
The next move was to Missouri where the two 
older girls married: Margaret to George Down
ing and Eliza to William Harrison Trowbridge. 
Margaret and George Downing came across the 
plains with George's brother Andrew and 
their families, settling first in San Luis 
Obispo County, buying land in Lompoc in 1874 
and settling here in 1876. 

Eliza and Harrison Trowbridge lived in a two 
story house in the vicinity of Olive and 1st 
Street. They had five acres of fruit trees, 
all kinds of berries, vegetables and flow
ers. Quoting Mrs. Bensman again "at her 
home she was a great worker. The youngsters 
were always allowed into the berry patch to 
fill upl" Veda Perkins remembers that she 
and her parents would get their fruit and 
berries for canning from the Trowbridge farm. 

Elizabeth Elliott became Mrs. Short in about 
1867. Her son Arthur was "Tug" Short who had 
a cigar store and saloon at 105 W. Ocean in 
the Saunders House (old Commercial Hotel).In 
1916 he improved his buildings making the 
west side of his store into a modern men's 
wear store, calling it "Short's Toggery." He 

Bartender with mustache'- u n i d e n t i f i e d . 
Arthur "Tug" Short on the r i g h t . The 
saloon had been owned by Charles Short 
who gave i t to h i s brother, "Tug". 



married Carrie Frances Oleston and had two 
daughters, Jessie (Mrs. Chester Ingram) and 
Patricia Alta "Pat" Short. When Arthur died 
in 1921 George Ringhoff took over the 
Toggery and it became "Ringhoff's." Carrie 
Short married Ringhoff in 1923. See Legacy 
No. 24, page 6, for photo of store. 

Elizabeth Short's daughter Dora became Mrs. 
Laughlin, married in 1891, and her home was 
in Santa Cruz. 

The third child of Elizabeth's, Charles Wash
ington Short, married first to Alice Hall, 
daughter of Frank D. Hall of the Honda area, 
and sister of the late Will Hall. Charles 
and Alice married in 1894 and she died in 
1897 during the birth of their son Oscar.The 
baby was cared for by his grandmothers. Hall 
and Short, until Charles married again. 

"A pleasant wedding occurred at the home of 
the bride in Lompoc Canon (sic) on Tuesday 
evening, August 21 , 1900,in which Miss Flora 
May McGregor and Mr.Charles Washington Short 
were united in marriage. The ceremony was 
performed by Rev. J. C. Elliott (Methodist 
Minister) in the presence of a large number 
of assembled guests. After hearty congratu
lations by all present an excellent program 
was rendered and refreshments were served. 
The home was beautifully decorated with flo
wers and evergreens and Chinese lanterns. 
The bride and groom were the recipients of 
many useful and ornamental gifts. Mr. and 
Mrs. Short will remain in our community." 
(from a news clipping) 

The home of Flora and Charles was farther up 
Lompoc Canyon than those of McGregor and 
Swope - up over the hill to the southeast on 
the old Charles Lowry place. Their children: 
James "Jim" Short, who represents this whole 
family in Lompoc today; Charles K., Harry, 
Claude, Robert and Frances May. They were a 
horse-loving family right from the start and 
horse breeding and racing became the voca
tions of Charles and his sons Jim, Robert, 
Charlie and Harry. 

In the early days in the canyon they all did 
a lot of horseback riding with the other can
yon people and with the folks from Huyck-
ville just west over the hills. They'd make 
all day excursions, taking their lunches, 
which Alma Huyck Lewis remembers were pro
vided mostly by the Shorts. Some of the 
group were Alma's older sister and her 
husband, Minnie and Lee Mackinzie; her brot
her Lloyd Huyck, the Perozzi girls, Lillian, 

loved to go horseback r i d i n g . 
Back: Adeline P e r o z z i , Alma Huyck and 
L i l l i a n P e r o z z i . Front: Minnie Huyck 
and F l o r a . 

Adeline and Amelia, Jim and Charlie Short, 
Alma Huyck and Flora and Charles Short. They 
rode along the coast, both north to the old 
Landing and Reefs and south to Jalama, and 
would go on what they called "rattlesnake 
chases" as Alma Lewis remembers them. They 
hunted and killed them - the country would 
have been overrun with deadly snakes had 
they not done this. Alma was always scared 
of falling off her horse onto a snake'. She 
also remembers Mrs. Jessie McGregor for her 
freshly baked bread with lots of butter on 
it, so good there was no need for jam. Char
lie Short always called Alma "White Socks" 
because her mother, Minnie Fabing Huyck, 
dressed her in white stockings to wear to 
school. 
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Horse Racing in Lompoc 

In the 1880's and 1890's horse racing flour
ished in Lompoc. There was a mile track lo
cated on Ben Grossi's ranch just west of 
Ryon Park and the grandstand and entrance was 
south of the present park, as were the 
paddock and stalls. Horses were the kings of 
speed and many classy racing events took 
place on this track, one of the finest in the 
state at that time. A real racing plant for 
Lompoc is almost impossible to visualize in 
this day and age, but it was considered an 
essential by the Lompoc pioneers of that per
iod, even extending into the early 1900's. 

The track at Grossi's was not too easy 
to build. On the southwest corner was a 
mound that had to be excavated in order to 
provide a level mile track. When the horses 
rambled into the "cut" they were out of sight 
of the grandstand and judges. Many were the 
tales of jockeying and racing tactics employ
ed while the animals and riders were out of 
V i ew. 

Lompoc and Los Alamos horses galloped around 
the track here, and so far as we can find out 
the track was maintained by the sportsmen of 
both communities who used it. 

There was Charlie Short's running stallion 
"Lightfoot," that he brought from Southern 

California in December 1890. James Richardson 
had the black pacer Keno. William J. Ruffner 
had a 3 year old black colt "Billy Button"and 
it was on this track that Banshaw, Rudd 
Bennett's champion trotter, made and held the 
local record for the track and later went to 
Santa Barbara, accompanied by an admiring 
group of local backers, to test the speed of 
Rosewald, the Channel City's favorite trotter. 
In one of Ronald Adam's columns he said: "The 
local sportsmen backed their admiration of 
Banshaw with everything but the shirts off 
their backs,and when Banshaw outdistanced the 
southern favorite, Lompoc collected and retur
ned home in triumph I 

The Halls bred and raised many fine horses as 
did Henry W . Fabing - see the list of horses 
owned by George Roberts - many were sired by 
one of Henry Fabing's champions. Jesse Hill, 
owner of Purisima Rancho, brought some of the 
famous Leland Stanford horses here from Palo 
Alto. After using the local track for sever
al years they moved it to Purisima ranch near 
the Four Corners,southeast corner, where many 
races were staged. 

All the horses used here for racing were 
standard bred trotters, which sometimes were 
raced against saddle horses to test their 
speed. Again quoting Ronald Adam, "But fast 
as the Central Coast horses were, old Father 
Time outstripped them and the advent of the 
automobile and other means of faster trans
portation left them behind. The once shining 

Lompoc Band on the bandstand at Ryon Park at the 
4th of J u l y C e l e b r a t i o n i n 1923. 
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sulkies gathered dust and dry-rot in many a 
shed, and the race tracks fell into disrepair 
or were plowed up for crops, and horses were 
not trained for racing anymore (in Lompoc)and 
the days of piloting the band-tails over fast 
dirt tracks passed out of all but the memory 
of the old timers who still recall the excit
ing times of the Gay Nineties with feelings 
of pleasure." 

They still had horseraces here in 1913,as per 
this description of the 1913 4th of July cele
bration held at Ocean Park: 

"There were races, barbecue and general good 
time at Ocean Park Opening. Supervisor C. 
Kelley Hardenbrook, with Ben Grossi, went to 
Guadalupe to confer with J. C. Maretti and 
ask permission to build the 3/4 mile track on 
his property (before the County had ownership 
of that site). Permission was freely granted 
and a further donation to the cause was made 
by Mr. Maretti who offered his fattest steer 
for the barbecue. In addition, Maretti off
ered to lease for four years at $50 per year 
a strip of land 300 feet wide, extending from 
the railroad track to the river, in order 
that the track might be made larger. They 
made the track saucer shaped with long curves 
and no angles. Two thousand people were pre
sent at the new playground. 

A. E. Canfield and his speedy Ford, No. 4 was 
winner in the 50 mile race, for cars of 30 
horse power or under. 

The free for all 50 yard dash was won by Earl 
Simpson, first; Murray second. Frank Gillett 
won the race for boys under 14, with Herman 
Wilkerson second. Saint Howerton won the 
girls' 50 yard dash and Miss McMinn second. 
The 100 yard dash free for all was won by 
Earl Simpson and Maurice Balaam. Marvin 

Douglass won the one lap bicycle race and 
Maurice Balaam came in second on the 220 yd. 
dash. 

In the horse races: Frank Howerton's entry 
in the Green colt harness race won an easy 
victory over its field in two straight heats. 
In the two running races of a quarter and a 
half mile each, Irwin Gragg's "Midnight" rid
den by Robert Smith, was victorious, and 
Lloyd Huyck's horse was second in the 
quarter mile event. Walter Hall's horse took 
second money in the half mile. 

Five entries in the 3 heat buggy horse race 
showed George Plumm's horse winning the 
first two heats, while D. H. Miller's horse, 
driven by W. R. McDonald, was second. 

Lester Thomas and Charles Dougherty were 
winners of the single cylinder and 30 mile 
twin cylinder motorcycle races. Auto entries 
were Fred Beuterbaugh, Monte Huyck, Vernon 
Sweeney and Al Canfield. 

A waiting excursion train and hundreds of 
autos and rigs carried the throng back to 
their homes. A grand ball was held at the 
Opera House in the evening, given by the Red 

Men's Lodge." . . . . 
Continued i n Legacy No. 37 
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