
A storage container was hired 

and everything was cleared 

from the museum. The pot 

belly stove that once had 

been the heating source for 

the large room was removed. 

Which lead to the renovation 

of the ceiling that included 

new lighting. The walls were 

painted and new shelving 

built. The display area was 

enlarged by taking out the 

industrial style roll gate for 

more wall space, which in 

turn was replaced with a new 

handicap accessible wide 

door.  

Continued on page 2  

While I was growing up my 

folks used the saying òlike a 

blue china plateó. The ex-

pression was from a story 

about a family that while on 

vacation purchased a souve-

nir; a blue china plate. 

When they returned home, 

of course they needed a shelf 

to display their new treas-

ure, but if they were  going 

to do that first they should 

put up complimentary wall-

paper and that would neces-

sitate new carpet to match, 

and wouldnõt the furniture 

look shabby in comparison 

and so on and so for until a 

small project snowballs into 

a complete renovation. Well 

the  blue china plate syn-

drome has hit the Lompoc 

Valley Historical Societyõs 

museum with a vengeance.  

Our òblue china plateó came 

in the form of approximately 

26 feet of display cases that 

the estate of Helen Gross-

man donated. For a long 

time the societyõs board had 

contemplated improvements 

that needed to be made to 

the  Fabing -McKay -Spanne 

Complexõs Museum area.  

They had just started the 

improvements to the yard 

and had made inquiries 

about replacing the walkways 

with more handicap accessible  

paths and a lawn that was 

more  eco -friendly. These pro-

jects were put on hold  when 

the handmade oak cabinets 

that had once housed Helen 

Grossmanõs extensive ink well 

collection arrived.  

To accommodate the large 

beautiful glass cabinets the 

layout of the dimly lit museum 

room had to be changed. For 

years board members had been 

discussing a growing wish list 

of projects that could show off 

our collections of antiques; 

everything from kitchenware to 

office equipment.  
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Rediscover the Past  

Come visit the Victorian home and 

newly renovated Museum                         

Saturdays, Feb,  Mar, Apr              

10am to 1pm .  
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The wood wall covering in the 

North -West corner was about the 

only feature of the old kitchen 

display that remains of the origi-

nal museum roomõs d®cor. Har-

vey Wynne, Jesse Jones, Dan Du-

tra and Brian Donelson were in 

charge of the museumõs renova-

tion. Even the cement floor got 

spruced up by what Harvey 

Wynne called òresurfacing and 

refinishingó. With the floors look-

ing spiffy the cabinets were in-

stalled. Brian Donelson said, òIt 

was a mess pulling everything 

back out of the storage container, 

but it came out beautiful. I hope 

everyone will come and see for 

themselves.ó 

In addition to the refurbished 

kitchenware, office and medical 

equipment displays there will be 

the òLompoc History Photo Walló 

and a new display dedicated to 

the lighthouses of the Central 

Coast.  

Harvey Wynne says that the only 

plans they have left include creat-

ing revolving or interchangeable 

displays like what has been done 

in the main house. òall major 

construction is done.ó So like our 

òblue China plateó the museum 

continues to inspire more im-

provements to come, because as 

Jesse Jones said, òIt was a lot of 

hard work, but a lot of fun too.ó  

Article by Julie Ann Mclaughlin  
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Clarence Denati Celebrated his 89th birthday by vis-

itning the Model T racing roadster owned by his 1st 

cousin, Tiden Brughelli. Clarence rode in it when he 

was 8 years old. Celebrating  are Herscel Rouse, Will 

Webb, George Donati, Mike Bowuet, John Donati  

with Clarence on January 26, 2015. Thanks to Brian 

Donelson and Joe Avila for making this happen!  

 

The Model T guys just outside the Carriage House.  


