
Early photo of 

Model-T with 

the number 14 

and a later one 

with the number 

41 it wears today . 

the shop Aaron has at his home in 

Montecito, CA. 

 The other day I was out at the 

Carriage House checking on Joe and 

Brian’s progress. They had some 

tools Barry Manfrina had dug out of 

storage. “These are old time tools,” 

Joe said, ”they don’t even use these 

any more.”     Model-T contined page 7 

One day while hanging out in the 

reference room (which I am prone 

to do from time to time) I 

overheard Brian Donelson 

discussing the condition of the 

engine of Tilton Burghelli’s Model

-T. How a tweak here and there 

with a few choice curse words 

weren’t cutting it any more.  

It turns out that he and Joe Avila 

are doing a complete rebuild of 

the engine, but not without a lot 

of help from many sources. 

Starting with the guys  at Perry’s 

Auto. Mike, Bud and Dave 

(pictured  below) have given their 

time in advice and research in 

finding the rings and gaskets 

needed. They sold them to 

us at their cost, resurfacing 

the head and exhaust 

manifold, loaned tools and 

mechanical expertise.  

Tom Green, of Rural 

Machine was gracious 

enough to grind a valve for 

us but he wouldn’t let us 

pay. Tom had worked 

for Joe back when 

he had a shop and 

had some of the 

old tools on hand 

needed for the 

rebuild. 

The guys at Valley 

Welding  lent their tools and 

advice as well. 

Aaron Machado, Machinist and Ace 

Mechanic, (who happens to be Joe’s 

nephew) is helping with the 

remanufacturing of the rods. First 

by sending them to Egge, a hundred 

year old company to “pour the 

Babbitt” before modifying them in 
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L VH S ’s  F L AGS H IP :  T IL T ON  BU RGH E L L I ’S  MODE L -T   
by Jul ie  Ann McLaughl in   

Back in the early days of  LVHS, the Calvert’s Surrey was brought out for 
parades to represent our preservation of the past. As the availability of 
trained horses to pull the surrey has become scarce we rely on the Tilden 
Burghelli ‘s Model-T to represent our organization’s devotion to promoting 

our local history. 

By the time Tilton Burghelli had won the second track race put on by 
Lompoc’s Model-T club, Ford hadn’t built a Model-T for a decade. In the mid-
1930’s it was “just something to do.” For $10 they could buy a stripped 
down frame. They scavenge for parts and manufacturing parts was a 
necessity too. They weren’t pretty and their only adornment was usually a 

decal from the favored fuel used by the racer. 

In 2003 Tilton and Joe Avila had spent 5 years restoring Tilden’s “souped 
up” jalopy and had put it on permanent loan for display in our Carriage 

Flagship continued on page  5 
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Save the Date                                    

Labor day weekend                    

September 4th, 5th, & 6th 2015                                

Friday, Class Reunion Dinner $31 

Saturday, Open House at     

Spanne Home and Museums    

Sunday BBQ at Ryon Park  $12 

Jack Rios and Tilden Burghelli  at a 

Rodeo grounds race. 
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In going through our files, we come across 

interesting letters written long ago, or 

newspaper interviews that we have either been 

given or that we’ve clipped ourselves. 

Here is one about Walter R. Smith who 

had Smith Hardware for many years on 

the NW corner of I and Ocean, Perozzi 

Hardware succeeded that store.  In the 

beginning it was McAdam & Smith , 

with Quintin McAdam as a partner.  Later 

Smith bought out McAdam. 

“The pioneers who moved to California from 

the Eastern States by horseback and covered 

wagon were a hardy folk who overcame 

innumerable delays and hardships to make 

their homes in the Golden State. 

But no less hardy was a boy of 15 who made 

the trip all the way from Liverpool Eng., to 

Petaluma, CA.  He crossed the continent by 

land, but never set foot in the United States 

until his boat landed in San Francisco. 

He was Walter R. Smith, who in 1891 left 

Petaluma and settled in Lompoc, where he 

started a hardware store in 1887. He died in 

1923.  His sons took charge of the store, Alden, 

Leslie Smith, and Cliff J. Smith.  There was 

another son, Robert and a daughter Marian. 

Here is his story as told to a Petaluma reporter 

in 1887: 

A YOUTHFUL TRAVELER 

A circuitous route and great tribulations as 

experienced by 15 year old, ruddy faced 

Yorkshire boy, Walter Smith, who arrived in 

this city last week:  said he’d left Liverpool Eng.  

on the 5th of January.  In Liverpool I naturally 

fell into the hands of steamer and railroad 

agents. They averred that the cheapest and 

most direct route to San Francisco was by 

steamer to Halifax; thence by rail to 

Vancouver.  I had no definite idea of the 

geography of the New World but was to take 

the Colonial RR to Quebec where connection 

would be made with the short, safe and swift 

Canadian Pacific RR. 

After a tempestuous voyage of 10 days on the 

Steamer Sarmantion, we landed at Halifax.  

Here in company with 4 of my fellow voyagers, 

I took the Colonial RR and reached Quebec on 

the 16th of January.  There we five were 

furnished tickets through to San Francisco by 

way of the Canadian Pacific.  We little 

suspected that we were being duped into 

making a complete circuit of the US to get to 

San Francisco by way of the setting sun. 

Our tribulations commenced on the long 

stretch between Montreal and Winnipeg.  Oh, it 

was cold.  The mercury got down to 60-degrees 

below zero.  It was a terrible experience of 

almost polar 

frigidity.  About 

100 miles east of 

Winnipeg a delay 

of six hours 

occurred because 

of snow banks.  

From this on it 

became a 

continuous fight 

for mastery 

between steam 

and iron and 

snow. 

At North Bend, 

129 miles east of 

Vancouver, the 

snow overwhelmed us, we were beleaguered 6 

days.  When the blockade was raised, and this 

was only accomplished by fighting it with 

AN INTERESTING LETTER 

FROM OUR VOLUMINOUS 

FILES 
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sometimes as many as 10 engines coupled 

together, we proceeded to New West Minister 

where we took passage for Victoria.  At that 

place we suffered another delay of a week, and 

had to foot our own board bill, the officers of 

the company disavowing any responsibility for 

delays. 

On the 6th of Feb. we embarked on the steamer 

Mexico.  And arrived in San Francisco the 8th.  

The following day I reached the comfortable 

and cheerful home of my cousin, Mrs. Pearce 

in Petaluma.  You can rest assured that if any 

of my brothers yet in Yorkshire conclude to 

come to California, I shall warn them against 

taking the Canadian Pacific route. 

Master Smith is a very prepossessing and 

intelligent boy for his years and from his 

graphic account of this, his first traveling 

experience, it is safe to say in after years he 

will look back as marking an important period 

in his life.” 

By Myra Manfrina 

Picture of Walter R. Smith’s Hardware Store on the 

corner of “I “ Street and Ocean Avenue. Lilley Bldg. in 

the foreground  on the right; flagpole to the left. 

The Fabing 

Family Crest 

The family crest 

was designed by 

Alex Fabing in 

1992. In 

searching 

German records 

Alex found no 

coat of arms for 

Fabing. He 

decided to 

design one. 

{Above: Don Fading holds a hand craved wooden 

sculpture of the Fabing Family Crest made for him by 

Alex Fabing of France in 1995. Don is age 69 in this 

picture. We now have this very heavy plaque.} 

The coat of arms is to indicate the type of work 

the family was noted for. The word ‘Fabing’ is 

derived from the Latin word ‘faber’ which 

means ‘smith’, such as blacksmith. 

 The three symbols in the large shield 

are horse shoes, a blacksmith’s anvil, and the 

water wheel of the grist mill. 

The small shield on the horse’s bridle has 

the Cross of Lorraine to indicate the area 

where the family originated. 

The colors, black, red and yellow are the 

tri colors of Germany: Black meaning 

“out of darkness”; Red ‘through the 

bloodshed” and Yellow “into the light”. 

The scroll under the shield tells the 

family name FABING and the earliest 

confirmed date 1641 that the name was 

used. 

The design was accepted by and officially 

registered with the Bureau of Heraldry in 

Berlin, Germany. 

By Myra Manfrina 

W.R. Smith’s 

Hardware Store 

Ed note: More on the Fabing collection in the next newsletter and check  Hodge Podge online for 

color and uncropped photos hodgepodgeofmiscellany.blogspot.com 
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The Legacy  

 Memorial by Myra Manfrina 

   Mildred Fabing Sanford Davis, 96 who 
died on March 22, 2015 in Northridge, is 

lovingly remembered by some of her 
former 8th Grade students of the Lompoc 
Junior High School when it was located in 

the new addition to Lompoc Elementary 
School, 1940’s,  which became El Camino 

School . She taught 4 years in Lompoc 
and at that time she was Mrs. Sanford. 
    Mildred had come home to live with her 

parents, Lester and Leola Fabing when 
her husband Bill Sanford went into the 
military during WWII. She and their son 

Scott, then a toddler,  returned with Bill to 
their former home in Fresno when he 

came back from military duty at the war’s 
end. 
    A few years later in 1953, Bill Sanford 

died.  In Dec. of 1954 Mildred married 
Wayne E. Davis, and they made their 

home in Northridge, CA 
    Wayne adopted Scott Sanford, Millie 
and Bill’s son.  Both Wayne and Scott 

have preceded her in death.  She is 
survived by her daughter-
in-law Cheryl Davis, 

grandson Scott Sanford 
Davis, Jr., and two great 

grandchildren. 
 
Mildred Fabing - her 1936 
Graduation portrait from Lompoc 
High School.  Her nickname was 
Duke. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Pictured on the front steps of the Fabing, McKay, 
Spanne Home in 1970 are Mildred Fabing Davis 

and Myra Huyck Manfrina, great granddaughters of 
Henri and Amanda Fabing,  the first owners of the 

property.  The stair railing was donated by 
Mildred’s uncle, Oscar Fabing, who as a child spent 

many happy hours in his grandparents’ home. 

  

Feb, Mar, Apr  2015 
Memorials & Membership 

Welcoming New Members 

Breanna Churchman 

Mr. & Mrs. David Calvert 

Total Number of Members: 465 

Memorial Contribution in Honor of 

Norma Jean Woodard 

Gail Headrick Benson 

Gale & Alice Wertz 

Jim Reynolds 

Eugene Mitty 

Lorraine Dutra 

Improvements to the displays in the newly 

remolded museum area and the people who 

make it happen will be featured in future 

issues of “The Legacy”. A little preview: 

Ardeane Eckert seen here with Dan Dutra’s  

Navy uniform in our new Military display. 

She brings that same 

sophisticated touch to the 

museum that makes Spanne 

House the delight to all that 

see it. 

Come visit both! 



Page 5 

      of Miscellany 

Al and Norma Greenleaf 
with Norma’s mother, Elsie 
Sperber, who was one of the 
founders of the Lompoc Valley Historical Society, 
and who was a dedicated worker constantly 
until two years before her passing in April, 2001.  
Elsie was  a Lompoc High School Math teacher 

many years. 

Editor’s note: This will be the last printed edition of the Hodge Podge of Miscellany. This 

Publication will be continued in a digital format and will be a blog which can be access on the 

internet by going to  hodgepodgeofmiscellany.blogspot.com  

Two former Lompoc School Teachers have Passed: 

Lompoc native Mildred Fabing Sanford-Davis & Al Greenleaf, 1950-51 

Junior High PE teacher and Lompoc High School Junior Varsity Coach. 

      Al “Coach” Greenleaf, who began his 

teaching career as PE instructor at Lompoc 
Jr. High in 1950-51 and also was Junior 

Varsity Coach for that year for Lompoc High 
School, died on March 1, 2015,  at his Chula 
Vista home.  He and his wife, Lompoc native 

Norma Sperber, daughter of Howard and 
Elsie Sperber, would have been married 65 

years in November.   

    Throughout his many years of coaching in 
Southern California, he instructed all sports, 

but mostly in later years had championship 

Golf teams. 

    During WWII Al was a coxswain  aboard 

the USS Algorab in the Asiatic Pacific 

Campaign. 

Norma and Al 
Greenleaf on their 
wedding day, 4th of 
Nov. 1950.  Here 
they are in the front 
yard of her parents’ 
home on the NE 
corner of D and 
Ocean Ave. – the 
lovely craftman-
style home that has 
been restored in the 

last few years. 

    The Greenleafs and Norma’s brother 

Eddie Sperber, are longtime members of the 

Lompoc Valley Historical Soc. 

    Norma and their children: Kerri 
Crampton, Kristie Greenleaf, Kathi  
Ruziecki and Ken Greenleaf, along with 

many grand and great grandchildren, 
survive him.  Services were held at Palos 
Verdes Country Club and at the Chula Vista 

Presbyterian Church. 

Flagship Cont. from page 1 

House and to “hop a ride in an occasional 
parade.” While Tilton was alive he was the 
only one who drove old “No. 41” in 
parades. Joe said he insisted on it. Now 
Joe is at the helm of our flagship along 
with Brain Donelson and host of  
supporters. Hopes are that with the engine 
overhaul, Tilton’s Model-T will be in many 
parades and events for years to come. 



In Memory of Gail Headrick 

Benson 

By Dennis Headrick 

This past February, 

Gail Headrick Benson 

passed away.  She was 

born in Los Angeles to 

Don and Mildred 

Howerton Headrick.  

When Gail was six 

days old, the family 

made the long trip 

back to Mildred’s 

home town of Lompoc.  She was always quick 

to correct those who thought she was born in 

Lompoc.  She loved to share stories of growing 

up in a town where you knew everyone, and 

were related to at least half of those you knew! 

Gail’s service to the Historical Society goes back 

to the very beginnings of the Society in 1964: 

The Lompoc Valley Historical Society had its 

origins in Earl Calvert’s office, upstairs in the 

Lompoc Theatre building.  Several people 

attended the initial meetings with Earl and 

Anne Calvert, to hammer out the details of the 

new organization. The first Board of Directors 

was appointed in 1964, which included Don 

Headrick as a Vice-President and Gail Headrick 

Benson, his daughter, as Secretary.   The entire 

family joined as charter members, supporting 

the efforts of the society for over fifty years.  

Mildred Headrick, Gail’s mother, served as a 

docent at monthly Spanne House open houses 

alongside Anne Calvert for many years.  At one 

point, Dennis Headrick, Gail’s brother, served 

as president for two non-consecutive terms, for 

a total of twenty years.  In later years, Gail 

rejoined the board and assisted with 

genealogical support and queries.  Her 

knowledge of Roberts Rules of Order enabled 

her to keep board meetings on track, as well.  

For many years, Gail served as Secretary/

Treasurer of the now defunct Pioneer Society, 

sending invitations, keeping financial 

records and arranging for the annual Labor 

Day Pioneer weekend activities.   

Gail was also the local class reunion 

organizer for her Lompoc High School 

graduating class of 1955. She became so 

good at locating lost class mates, that other 

classes recruited her to find their missing 

class members. 

She served as the official Howerton/

Headrick family genealogist.  Much like her 

mentor, Myra Manfrina, Gail could recite the 

family tree from memory – who was married 

to whom, which kid belonged to which 

relative, etc.  Although that instant resource 

is gone, I was able to rescue all her 

research, family sheets, photos and 

correspondence and suddenly realized that I 

was now responsible for that family 

information and its dissemination to others.  

I know much of the family history, but there 

is so much more to learn from Gail’s 

extensive research.   It is a humbling 

experience to be responsible for that history.  

I occasionally look up and ask her to help 

me wade through it.   

I can hear her say, “Nothin’ to it! - - what 

you don’t know, just make up!” 

 

Gail is survived by her brother, Dennis 

Headrick, her husband, Garry Benson and 

her three Papillon show dogs:  Queso, Corky 

and Cowboy. 

Women’s History Month Display 

LVHS helped Vandenberg AFB’s Library in 

March to commemorate Women’s History 

Month by loaning 25 items from our Kitchen 

Museum for what turned out to be a two 

month long display. Items of notice were the 

laundry plunger; an old fashion toaster and 

of course the chamber pot. Vandenberg’s Li-

brary Director, Eva Christine Mclaughlin 

was grateful for the loan and has plans to do 

it again next year. 



 

Karen’s Chronicles 
Spring is here and the roses are spectacular!  The 
Victorian house is resplendent with 1920's fashions, 
spring hats and a new display area.  Harvey Wynne 
and Jesse Jones created wooden dowels in the pantry 
and Ardeane Eckert displayed tablecloths, lovely old 
blue and white china and various irons in the new 
area. 
 
Joe Silva and Brian Donelson have spent countless 
hours on the old Model T.  Thanks to all those 
businesses and people who have helped by donating 
or giving items at cost. 
 
Jim Campbell has the roses looking terrific.  He also 
has been working at many other projects on the 
grounds, like leveling bricks.  Doni Silva keeps the 
reference room neat and looking great! Lynn Clock 
demonstrates the player organ for open house. 
 

May open house is Memorial day weekend, 
May 23...bring your out of town guests!   

 
Recently I've been working on my genealogy.  Many 
of our family records are not up to date.  We invite 
you to come explore your family's history, find errors 
and add new members along with photos! 
 
My Dad's father arrived here from Denmark in 1889 
as his uncle, Soren Larsen lived in Miguelito 
Canyon.  Christian Paaske raised a big family 
eventually running the El Robler ranch in Los 
Alamos before purchasing property in Adelaide.  His 
wife, Ada Elston's, parents came to Lompoc about 
1899 after traveling to California by wagon train in 
1880.  Ada's dad William Elston operated one of the 
first gas stations in town, on A and Ocean. 
 
The Labor Day Elk's Club event, Friday, Sep. 4, will 
be celebrating the 50th graduation of the class of 
1965, another of the very large classes.  Due to 
increased food costs, new room rental fee and 
mandatory insurance, the cost will be $31.00.  This 
event is done at cost. 
 
President's Wish List: 
 
 Clean the museum once a month...2 hours 
 
 5 cramped street scenes binders put in larger ones 

& sorted...5 hours 
 

If you would like to receive future 
newsletters only by email, please send your 

email address to kpaaske@verizon.net  
(newsletters Cost a lot to print and mail) 

 
Help hauling the rest of the Lompoc Record from the 
Library basement to our vault...4-5 hours 
 
 Newsletters 100-125 need to be indexed.  There 

is a computer disk for 1-100 and subjects can just 
be typed in. 

 
 Someone to catalog our reference library. 
 
 Volunteer 4 times a year to pick up newsletter at 

the printer, label, sort and take to the Post office. 
 
Hope to see you at the June BBQ to enjoy the River 

Bottom Boy's delicious food! 
 
 

From the Treasurer’s Desk…. 

                               Jeannette Wynne 

Summer is right around the corner and 

that means June BBQ! The BBQ date is 
JUNE 14 at the Fabing-McKay-Spanne 

house under the pergola. The reservation 
form is in this newsletter. Please have  your 
reservations to me by June 5th so the 

cooks can prepare for the correct amount of 

food! You don’t want to miss this fun event! 

In late July or early August I will be 
sending out membership renewals. Please 
mail them to arrive before the September 

1st due date. 

Our membership year is from Sept. 1st  to 
August 31st the following year. If you don’t 

receive a renewal notice, your dues are paid 
up to the next year. If you have any 

questions about your membership you can 
call me at 737-1170 or email 

cybernana@verizon.net. 
 Model-T   Cont. from page 1  

The guys  have had a few setbacks but they are confident 

that Model-T will be up and running in time for the 

Flower Festival Parade and if not I sure that Brian will 

have  a few curse words ready that will do the trick. 

mailto:kpaaske@verizon.net
mailto:cybernana@verizon.net
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Executive Board 

Karen Paaske  - President 

Ardeanne Machado Eckert  - 1st Vice President 

Harvey Wynne  - 2nd Vice President 

Debbie Schuyler Manfrina  - Secretary 

Jeannette Miller Wynne  - Treasurer 

Jan Webb  - Corresponding Secretary 

Directors 

Barbara Mundell Cabral, Edward Everett, Myra Huyck Manfrina, Dan Dutra, Rose 

Machado Roberts, Readon “Donnie” Grossi Silva, Carolyn Huyck Strobel, Jesse 

Jones, Brian Donelson, Irma Gadway, Lyla Sechrest, Don Fletcher, Shari Chavez    

and Julie Ann McLaughlin 

 MAY 23 open house 

 Memorial Day (Monday, May 25)           

*Reference Room is closed for Memorial Day 

 JUNE 14 Annual BBQ at Spanne house 

 JUNE 27 open house 

 Independence Day (Saturday. July 4) 

 JULY 25 open house 

 AUGUST 22 open house 

 SEPTEMBER 4 Dinner at the Elks 

 SEPTEMBER 5 open house 

 SEPTEMBER 6 BBQ at Ryon Park 

 Labor Day (Monday, Sept 7) 

 SEPTEMBER 26 open house 

A BIG THANK YOU TO A 

COMMUNITY OF SUPPORTERS WHO 

MAKE OUR HISTORICAL SOCIETY A 

SUCCESS ALL THE YEAR ROUND! 


